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IN® 45. Saturdays April 2.1,

Natig Comoeda  eff —------ Juv.

ble Peace, though-at the fame time I am very apprchenfive of

many ill confequences that may attend it. I'do not mean in re-
gard to our Politicks, but to our Manners.  What an inundation. of Ri-
bons and Brocades will break in upon us? ‘W hat peals of langhter and im-
pertinence fhall-we be expofed to? For the prevention of thefe great evils,
I could heartily with that there wasan A¢t of Parliament for prohibiting
the importation of Fremch Fopperies.

The Female Inhabitants of our I{land have already received very flrong
impref{lions from this Iudicrous natiom, though by the length of the War
(as there is no evil which has not {fome good attending it) they are pret-
ty well worn out and forgotten. I remember the time when fome ofour
well-bred Country-women kept their alez de Chambre, becaufe, forfooth,
a man was much more handy about them than one of their own fex. I
my felf have feen one of thefe male Abigails tripping about the room
with a Looking-glafs in his hand, and combing his Lady’s hair a whole
morning together. W hether or no there was any truth in the ftory of a
L.ady’s being got with child by one of thefe her Handmaids, I cannot tell;
but I think at prefent the whole race of them is extint in our own
country.

About the time that feveral of our Sex wete taken into this kind of
fervice, the Ladies likewife brought up the fathion of receiving vifits in
their beds. Itwas then looked upon as a pieceof ill breeding for a woman
to refufe to fee a man, becaufe the was not ftirring; and a Porter would
have been thought unfit for his place, that could have made fo awkward
an excufe. As I love to fee every thing that isnew; lonce prevailed up-
on my friend WiLL. HoNEvcoms tocarry me along with himto one
of thefe travelled Ladies, defiring him, at the {fame time, to prefent me as
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T HERE is nothing which I more defire than a fafe and honoura=




498 Toer S PECTATOR N 451

a foreigner who could not fpeak Eng/ifb, that fo I might not be obliged
to bear a partin the difcourfe. The Lady, ehough willing to appear un-
dreft, had put on her beft looks, and painted her felf for our reception.
Her hair appeared in a very nice diforder, as the night-gown which was
thrown upon her fhouldets was ruffled with great care. For my part, I
am fo fhocked with every thing which looks immodeft in the Fair fex,
that I could not forbear taking off my eye from her when fhe moved in
her bed, and was in the greateft confufion imaginable every time fhe ftir-
red a legor anarm. As the Coquets, who introduced this cuftom, grew
old, they left it off by degrees; well knowing that a woman of three-
fcore may kick and tumble her heart out, without making any impreffions.

Sempronia is at prefent the moft profeft admirer of the French nation,
but is fo medelt as to admit her vifitants no farther than her Toilet. It
is a very odd fight that beautiful creature makes, when fhe is talking Po-
liticks with her treffes flowing about her fhoulders, and examining that
face in the glafs, which does {fuch execution upon all the Male flanders-
by. How prettily does fhe divide her difcourfe between her woman
and her vifitants? What fprightly tranfitions does the make froman O-
pera or a Sermon, to an Ivory comb or a Pin-cufhion? How have I been.
pleafed to {ee her interrupted in an account of her travels, by a meflage
to her' Footman? and holding her tongue in the midft of a moral refle-
¢tion, by applying the tip of it to: a patchi:

“Fhere is nothing which expofes a woman to greater dangers, than that.
gaiety and airinefs of temper, which are natural to moft of the fex. It
fhould be therefore the concern of every wife and virtuous woman, to:
keep this {prightlinefs from degenerating into levity.. On the contrary,
the whole difcourfe and behaviour of the Frexch is to make the {ex more
fantaftical, or (as they are pleafed to term it) moré awakened, than is con-
fiftent either with virtue or difcretion. 'To fpeak loud in publick Af-
femblies, to let every one hear you talk of things that fhould only be men-
tioned in private, or in whifper, are looked upon as parts of a refined.
education. At the fame time, a blufh is unfafhionable; and filence more
ill-bred thanany thing that can be fpoken. In fhort, difcretion and mo-
defty, which in alt other Ages and Countries have been regarded as the;
greateft ornaments of the Fair {ex, are confidercd as the ingredients. of:
narrow converfation, and family behaviour.

Some years ago I was-at the Tragedy of Mackéeth; and unfortunately
placed' my {felf under a woman of Quality that is fince deads who, as [
found by the noife the made, was newly returned from France. A little

belore:
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before the rifing of the curtain, fhe broke out into a loud {oliloquy,
When will the dear Witches enter? and immediately upon their firft ap-
pearance, asked a Lady that fate three "boxes from her, on her right
hand, if thofe Witches were not charming creatures. A little after, as
Betterton was in one of the fineft fpeeches of the Play, the fhook her fan
at another Lady, who fate as far on the left hand, and'told her with a
whifper, that might be heard all over the pit, We muft not expeét to fee
Ballson to night. - Net long after, calling out to a young Baronet by his
name, who {ate three fcats before me, fhe asked him whether Mae-
berh's Wife was ftill alive; and before he could give an an{wer, fell a talk-
ing of the Gholt of Bangus. She had by this time formed a little audi-
ence to her felf, and fixed the attention of all about her. Butas I had a
mind to hear the Play, Tgot out of the fphere of her impertinence, and
planted my felf in one of the remoteft corners'of the pit.

This pretty childifhnefs of behaviour is one of the moft refined parts
of Coquetry, and is not te be attained in perfection, by Ladies that do
not travel for their improvement. ' A natural and uncenftrained behavi-
our has fomething in it fo agreeable, that it is no wonder to fee people
endeavouring after it. - But at the fame time, it is fo very hard to. hit;
when it is not born with us, that people often make themfelves ridicu-
lous in attempting it.

A very ingenious French Author tells us, that the Ladies of the Court
of France, in his time, thought itill breeding, and a kind ‘of female pe-
dantry, to pronounce an hard word right; for which reafon they took
frequent occafion to ufe hard words, that they might fhew a politenefs
in murdering them. He further adds, that a Lady of fome Quality at
Court, having accidentally made ufe of an hard word in a proper place,
and pronounced it right, the whole affembly was out of countenance for
her.
I muft however be fo juft to own, that there are many Ladies whe
have travelled feveral thoufands of miles without being the worfe for it,
and have brought home with them all the modefty, difcretion, and good
fenfe, that they went abroad with: © As on the contrary, there are great
numbers of fravelled Ladies, who have lived all their days within the
fmoak of London. 1 have known a woman that never was out of the pa-
fith of St. Fames's betray as many foreign fopperiesin her carriage, asthe
could have gleaned up in half the countries of Exrope.

S92 Monday,
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