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@ little time, to be le¢tured, preached, and 'prayed into want, unlefs the
« happinefs of being fooner talked to death prevent it.

I am, &c. R G,
The fecond Letter, relating to the Ogling Mafter, runs thus.

My, SPECTATOR,
¢¢ | Am an I7i/b Gentleman, that have travelled many years for my Im-
“ provement ; during which time I have accomplithed my. felf in
« the whole art of Ogling, as it is at prefent pradifed in all the polite
« nations of Ewrope. Being thus qualified, I intend, by the advice of
“ my friends, to fet up for an Ogling-mafter. Iteach the Church Ogle
“ in the morning, and the Play-houfe Ogle by candle-light. I have alfo
* brought over with mea new flying Ogle fit for the Ring; which I teach
“ 1n the dusk of the evening, or in any hour of the day by darkningone
“ of my windows. I have a manufcript by me called Zhe complear Og-
« Jer, which I fhall be ready to thew you upon any occafion. In the
“ mean time, I beg yon will publifh the fubftance of this Letter in an
“ Advertifement, and you will very much oblige,

Lours, &c.

N°47.  Tuefday, April 24.

Ride fi fapis - Marr.

R. Hobbs; in his difcourfe of human Nature, which, in ' my hum-

ble opinion, is much-the beft of all "his works, after fome very

curious obfervations upon Laughter, concludes thus: ¢ The paf-
* fion of Laughter is nothing elfe but fudden glory arifing from fome
“ fudden conception of fome eminency in our felves by comparifon with
the infirmity of others, or with our'own formerly: for men laugh at
“ the follies  of 'themfelves paft, when they come fuddenly to remem-
“ brance, except they bring with them any prefent difthonour.
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According to this Author therefore; when wehear adman laugh excefs
fively, inftead of faying he is very ‘merry, we ought to tell him he is very
proud. And indeed, if we look into the bottom of this matter, we fhai]
meet with many obfervations to confirm us in this opinion. Every one
laughs at fome body’ that is in an-inferior ftate 'of folly re himfelf. fr was
formerly the cuftom for every great hF}Llft’E‘ In E#gf’mad to keep a tame
Fool dreffed in petticoats, that the Heir of thg family might have an op-
portunity of joking upon him, and diverting himfelf with his abfurdities,
For the fame reafon Idiots are flill in"requeft in. moft of the Courts of
Germany, where there is not a Prince ‘of any grear tagnificence who
has not two or threedreffed, diftinguithed, undifputed Fools in his retinue,
whom the reft of the Courtiers are always breaking their jefls upon.

The Dutch, who are more famous for their Induftry and Application,
than for Wit and Humour, hang up in feveral of their fireets what they
call the fign of the Gaper, that'is, the head of an Idiot drefled in a cap
and bells, and gaping in a moft immoderate manner: This'is a flanding
jeftat dmfierdam. : .

Thus every one diverts himfelf with fome perfon or other that is be-
low him in point of underftanding, and triumphs in the fuperiority of
his genius, whil{t he has fuch objeéts of derifion before his eyes. Mr. Der-
#nzs has very well exprefled this in a couple of humorous lines, which aze
part of a tranflation of a Satyr in Monfieur Boileau. .

Thus one fool lolls his tongue ont at another,
And fbakes bis empty noddle ar bis brother.

Mr. Hobbs's refletion gives us the reafon why theinfignificant' people
above-mentioned are ftirrers up of Laughter among men of a grofstafte:
but as the more underftanding patt of mankind do not find their rifibi-
lity affe¢ted by fuch ordinary objeéts, it may be worth the ‘while to ex-
amine into the {everal provocatives of Laughter in men of fuperior fenfe
and knowledge.

In the firft place I muft obferve, that there is:a fet of merry Draolls, whom
the commeon people of all countries admire, and feem to love o well
that they conld ear them, according to the old proverb: I mean thofe cir-
cumforaneous Wits whom every nation calls by the name of that difh of
meat which it loves beft. In Holland they are termed Pickied Herrings;
in France, Jean Pottages; in Italy, Maccaronies; and in Great Britainy
Jack Puddings. Thefe merry Wags, from'whatfoever food. they receive’
their titles, that they may make their -audiences laugh, always appear lin
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a Fool's coat, and commit fuch blunders and miftakes in every ftep they
fake, and every word they utter, as thofe who liften to them would be
athamed of.

But this little triumph of the underftanding, under the difguife of
faughter, is no where more vifible than in that cuftom which prevails eve-
ry where among us on the firft day of the prefent month, when every
body takes it in his head to make as'many fools as he can. In preporti-
on as there are more follies difcovered, fo there is more laughter raifed
on this day than on any other in the whole year. A ncmhhmm of mine,
who is a Haberdather by trade,and a very fhallow conceited fellow, makes
his boafts that for thefe ten years fucceflively he has not made lefs than
an hundred Apr:/ fools. My Landlady had a falling out with him about
a fortnight ago, for' fending every one of her children upon fome fleeve-
lefs errandyas the terms it. Her eldeft fon went to buy an half-peny
worth of Inkle at a Shoemaker's; the eldeit daughter was difpatched half
a mile to fee a Monfter; and in fhort, the whole family of innocent chil-
dren made April fools. Nay, my Landlady her felf did not efcape
him. This empty fellow has laughed upon thefe conceits ever fince.

This artof Witis well enough, when confined to one day in a twelve-
month; but there is an ingenious tribe of men fprung up of late years,
who are for making Apr:il fools every dayin the year. Thefe Gentle-
men are commonly diftinguithed by the name of Biters; arace of men
that are perpetually employed in laughing at thofe miftakes which are of
their own production.

Thus we f{ee, in proportion as one man is more refined than another,
He chufes his Fool out of a lower or higher clafs of mankind ; or, to {peak
in a more Philofophical language, That fecret elation and pride of heart
which is generally called Laughter, arifes in him from his comparing him-
felf with an obje& below him, whether it fo happens that it be a natural
or an artificial Fool. Tt is indeed very poflible, that the perfons we laugh
at may in the main of their charaéters be much wifer men than our felves;
but. if they would have us laugh at them, they muft fall fhort of us in
thofe refpects which ftir up this paflion.

I am afraid I fhall appear too abitra&ted in my’ fpeculations, if I fhew
that when a man of wit makes us laugh, it is by betraying fome oddnefs
or infirmity in his own character, or in the reprefentation which he makes
of others; and that when we langh at a brute, or even at an inanimate
thing, it is at fome aétion or incident that bears a remote Analogy to any
blunder or abfurdity in reafonable creatures.

Vou. H. Tre But
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But to come into common life: T fhall pafs by the confideration of thofe-

Stage Coxcombs that are able to fhake a whole' Audience, and take no-
tice of a particular fort of men who are fuch provokers of mirth'in con-
verfation, that it is impoffible for a Club or merry-meeting to {ubfift with-
out them; I mean thofe honeft Gentlemen that are always expofed to the
wit and raillery of their well-wifhers and companions; that-are pelted
by men, women, and children, friends, and foes, and, ina word, ftand as
Burts in converfation, for every one to fhoot at that pleafes. I know
feveral of thefe Buzts who are mien of wit and fenfe, though by fome
odd turn of humour, fome unlucky caft in their perfon or behaviour, they
have always the misfortune to make the company merry. The truth of
it is, a mar is not qualified for a Bwss, who has not a good deal of wit
and vivacity, even in the ridiculous ide of his charatter. A ftupid Buze
is only fit for the converfation of ordinary people: Men of.wit require
one that will give them play, and beftir himfelf in'the abfurd part of his
behaviour. A Brtt with thefe accomplifhments frequently gets the Laugh on
his fide, and turns the ridicule upon him that attacks him. Six: Fobn fal-
Jtaff was an Heroof this fpecies, 'and givesa good defeription of himfelf
in his capacity of a Burt, after the following manner; Meir, of all firts
(fays that merry Knight) #ake a pride to gird at me. The bran of man
is not alle to invent any thing that tends to laughter more than I invent,

o is invented ow me. T am ot only witty in my felf; but the canufe that,
Wit is in other men.

Nego. Friday, April 27.

Nunguam alind natura, alind Japientia dixit. Juy.

HEN the four Indian Kings were in this country abouta twelve-
month ago, I often mixed with the rabble, and followed them 2
whole day together, being wonderfully firuck with the fight of
every thing that is new or uticommon. I have, fince their departure, em-

ployed a friend to make many enquiries of their Landlord the Uphol=
{terer,
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