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s56 TRSSPECTATOR: ¥

But to come into common life: T fhall pafs by the confideration of thofe-

Stage Coxcombs that are able to fhake a whole' Audience, and take no-
tice of a particular fort of men who are fuch provokers of mirth'in con-
verfation, that it is impoffible for a Club or merry-meeting to {ubfift with-
out them; I mean thofe honeft Gentlemen that are always expofed to the
wit and raillery of their well-wifhers and companions; that-are pelted
by men, women, and children, friends, and foes, and, ina word, ftand as
Burts in converfation, for every one to fhoot at that pleafes. I know
feveral of thefe Buzts who are mien of wit and fenfe, though by fome
odd turn of humour, fome unlucky caft in their perfon or behaviour, they
have always the misfortune to make the company merry. The truth of
it is, a mar is not qualified for a Bwss, who has not a good deal of wit
and vivacity, even in the ridiculous ide of his charatter. A ftupid Buze
is only fit for the converfation of ordinary people: Men of.wit require
one that will give them play, and beftir himfelf in'the abfurd part of his
behaviour. A Brtt with thefe accomplifhments frequently gets the Laugh on
his fide, and turns the ridicule upon him that attacks him. Six: Fobn fal-
Jtaff was an Heroof this fpecies, 'and givesa good defeription of himfelf
in his capacity of a Burt, after the following manner; Meir, of all firts
(fays that merry Knight) #ake a pride to gird at me. The bran of man
is not alle to invent any thing that tends to laughter more than I invent,

o is invented ow me. T am ot only witty in my felf; but the canufe that,
Wit is in other men.

Nego. Friday, April 27.

Nunguam alind natura, alind Japientia dixit. Juy.

HEN the four Indian Kings were in this country abouta twelve-
month ago, I often mixed with the rabble, and followed them 2
whole day together, being wonderfully firuck with the fight of
every thing that is new or uticommon. I have, fince their departure, em-

ployed a friend to make many enquiries of their Landlord the Uphol=
{terer,
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fterer, relating to their manners and converfation; as alfo concerning the
remarks which they made in this country: for, next to the forming a
right notion of fuch flrangers, I fhould be defirous of learning what 1d<.
t]m_\,r have conceived of us.

The Upholfterer finding my friend very inquifitive about thefe his
Lodgers, brought him fome time fince a little bundle of papers, which
he aflured him were written by King §2 Ga Yean Qua Rafb Tow, and, as
he fuppofes, left behind by fome miftake. Thefe papers are now tranf:
lated, and contain abundance of very odd obfervations, which I find this
little fraternity of Kings made; during their ftayin the Ifle of Grear Bri-
tain. 1 fhall prefent my reader with a fhort Specimen of them in this
paper, and may perhaps communicate more to him hereafter, In the
article of ‘Lendon are the following words, which without doubt are
meant of the Church of St. Panl.

« On the moft rifing part of the town there flands a huge houfe, big
“ enough to contain the whole nation of which I am King. Our uood
¢ Brorhu £ Tow O Koam, King of the Rivers, is of opinion it was
¢ made by the hands of that great God to whom it is confecrated, The
* Kings of Granajab and of the Six Nations believe that it was created
¢ with the Earth, and produced on the fame day with the Sun and
“ Moon. - But for my own part, by the beft information that I could
¢ get of this matter, I am apt to think that this prodigious Pile was
“ fathioned into the fhape it now bears by feveral tools and inftruments,
“ of which they have a wonderful variety in this country. It was Pth"l-
“ Dbly at firft an huge mif-thapen rock that grew upon the top of the hill,
“ which the natives of the country (after imm-:r cut it into a kind of
“ regular figure) bored and hollowed with incredible pains and. ind luftry,
f E'” they had w rought in it all thofe: beautiful vaults and caverns into
“ which it 1s divided at this day. As foon as this rock was thus curi-
“ oufly fcooped to their liking, a prodigious number of hands muft have
“ been employed in chipping the out-fide of it, which is now as fmooth
“ as the furface of a pebble; and is in feveral places hewn out into Pil-
¢ lars, that ftand like the trunks of fo many trees bound about the top
“ with garlands of leaves. It is probable that when this great work was
‘ begun, which muit have been many hundrad yearsago, there was fome
“ religion among this people, for they give it the name of a Temple, and
“ have a tradition that it was defigned for men to pay their devotion in.
“ And-indeed,, there are {everal reafons which make us thinks that the
natives of this country had formerly among them fome fort of wor-
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fhip; for they fet apart every feventh day as facred: but upon my ge:
ing into one of thefe holy houfes on that day, I could not obferve any
circumitance of devotion in their behaviour: there was indeed a man
in black who was mounted above the reft, and feemed to utter {ome-
thing with a great deal of vehemence; but as for thofe underneath
him, inftead of paying their worlhip to the Deity of the place, they
were moft of them bowing and curtefying to one another; and a con-
fiderable number of them fait afleep.

« The Queen of the country appointed two men to attend wus, that
had enough of our language to make themfelves underftood in fome
few particulars. ‘But we foon perceived thefe two were great enemies
to one another, and did not always agree in the fameftory. We could
make a fhift to gather out of one of them, that this Hland was very
much infefted with a monftrous kind of Animals, in the fhape of men,
called #higs; and he often told us, that he hoped we fhould meet
with none of them in our way, for that if we did, they would be apt
to knock ws down for being Kings.

@' Qur other interpreter ufed ro talk very much of a kind of Animal
called a Tory, that was as greata monfter as the #7hig;, and would treat
us as ill for being Foreigners. 'Thefe two creatures, it feems, are
born with a fecret antipathy to one-another, and engage wlien they
meet as naturally as the Elephant and the Rhinoceros. But as we faw
none of either of thefe fpecies, we are’ apt to think ‘that our guides
deceived us with’ mifreprefentations and fi®ions, and amufed us with
an account of fuch monfters as are not really in their country.

“ Thefe particulars we made a fhift to pick out from the difcourfe of
our interpreters; which we put together as well as we could, being
able to underftand but here and there a word of what they faid, and
afterwards making up the meaning of it among our felves. The men
of the country are very cunning and ingenious in handicraft works ;
but withal fo very idle, that we often faw young lafty raw-boned fel-
lows carried up and down the ftreets in little covered rooms by a cou-
ple of Porters, who are hired for that fervice. Their drefs is like-
wife very barbarous, for they almoftftrangle themfelves about the neck,
and bind their bodies with many ligatures, that we are apt to think are
the occafion of feveral diftempers among them, which our country is en-
tirely free from. Inftead of thofe beautiful feathers with which we a-
dorn our heads, they often buy up a monftrous bufh of hair, which co-
vers their-heads, and falls down in a large fleece below the middle of
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their backs ; with which they walk up and down the flreets, and are
as proud of it as if it was of their own growth.

« We were invited to one of their publick diverfions, where we hoped
to have feen the great men of their country running down a Stag or
pitching a Bar, that we might have difcovered who were the perfons
of the greateft abilities. among them ; but inftead of that, they conveyed
us into an huge room lighted up with abundance of candles, where
this lazy people fate flill above three hours to {ee feveral feats of in-
genuity performed by others, who it feems were paid for it.

« Asfor the women of the country, not being able to talk with them,
we could only make our remarks upon them at a diftance. They
Jet the hair of their heads grow to a great length ; but as the men make
a great fhow with heads of hair that are none of their own, the
women, who they fay have very fine heads of hair, tieit upin a knot,
and cover it from being feen. The women look like Anggels,. and would
be more beautiful than the Sun, were it not for little black fpots that
are apt to break out in their faces, and fometimes rife in very odd fi-
gures. I have obferved that thofe little blemifhes wear off very foon;.
but when they difappear in one part of the face, they are very apt to.
break out in another, infomuch that I have feen afpot upon the fore-
head in the afterncon, which was upon the chin in the morning.

The Author then proceeds to fhew rhe abfurdity of breeches and pet--

ticoats, with many other curious obfervations, which I fhall referve for
another occafion. I cannot however conclude this paper without taking:
notice, that amidft thefe wild remarks, there now and then appears fome-
thing very reafonable. I cannot likewife forbear obferving, that we arg-
all guilty in fome meafure of the fame narrow way of thinking, which,
we meet with in thisabftract of the Jndian Journal; when we fancy the
cuftoms, drefles, and manners of other countries are ridiculous and ex--
travagant, if they do not-refemble thofe of our awn.

I bur(day,
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