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N° 8.  Monday, May 7.

Us piltura; poefis erit mmmme= _ Hor.

Othing is fo much admired, and fo little underftood, as Wit. No
N Author that I know of has written profefledly upon it; as for

thofe who make any mention of it, they only treat on the fub-
je& as it has accidentally fallen in their way, and that too in little fhort
refleftions, or in general declamatory flourifhes, without entring into the
bottom of the mdtter. I hope therefore I fhall perform an acceptable
work to my Countrymen, if I treat at large upen this fubject; which 1
thall endeavour to do in a2 manner fuitable to it, that I may not incur
the cenfure which a famous Critick beftows upon one who had written
a Treatife upon #be Sublime in a low groveling flile. I intend to lay afide
a whole week for this undertaking, that the fcheme of my thoughts may
not be broken and interrupted ; and I dare promife my felf, if my Rea-
ders will give me a week’s attention, that this great City will be very
much changed for the better by next Saturday mghr I fhall endeavour
to make what I fay intelligible to ordinary capacities; but if my Readers
meet with any paper that in fome parts of it may be a little out -of their
reach, I would not have them difcouraged, for they may affure themfelves
the next fhall be much clearer.

As the great and only end of thefe Speculations is to banifh vice and ig-
norance out of the territories of Greas Britain, 1{hall endeavour as much
as poflible to, eftablifh among us a tafte of polite writing. It is' with this
view that I havee Hd;'ﬁ\'l']l.lki.dt(} fet my Readers right in Teveral points re-
lating to Opera’s and Tragedies; and {hall from time to time impart my
notions of (,omt_d), as I think they may tend to its refinement and per-
feGion. Ifind by my Bookfeller that thefe papers of Criticifm, with
that upon Humour, have met with a more kind reception than indeed I
could have hoped for from fuch fubjeéts; for which “reafon 1 thall enter
upon my prefent undertaking with greater chearfulnefs,
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In this, and one or two following papers, I fhall trage out the hiftory
of falfe Wit, and diftinguifh the feveral kinds of it as they have prevailed
in different ages of the world. This I think the more neceflary at pre-
fent, becaufe I obferved there were attempts on foot laft winter to re-
vive fome of thofe antiquated modes of Wit that have been long explo-
ded out of the Common-wealth of Letters. T'here were f{everal Satyrs
and Panegyricks handed about in Acroftick, by which means fome of
the molt arrant undifputed blockheads about the town began to entertain
ambitious thoughts, and to fet up for polite Authors. I fhall therefore
defcribe at length thofe many arts of falfe Wit, in which a writer does
not thew himfelf a man of a beautiful genius, but of great induftry.

The firft fpecies of falfe wit which I have met with, is very venerable
for'its antiquity, and has produced feveral pieces which have lived very
near as long as the I/iad it {elf: 1 mean thofe thort Poems printed among
the minor Greek Poets, which refemble the figure of an Egg, a pair of
Wings, an Ax, a fhepherd’s Pipe, and an Altar.

As for the firft, it is a little oval Poem, and may not improperly be
called a Scholar’s egg. I would endeavour to hatch it, or, in more intel-
ligible language, to tranflate it into E#zgiz/b, did not I find the interpreta-
tion of it very difficult; for the Author feems to have been more intent
upon the figure of his Poem, thanupon the fenfe of it.

The pair of wings confifts of twelve verfes, or rather feathers, every
verfe decreafing gradually in its meafure according to its fituation inthe
wing. The fubjeét of it (as in the reft of the Poems which follow) bears
fome remote affinity with the figure, for it defcribes a God of Love, who
is always painted with wings.

The Ax methinks would have been a good figure for a Lampoon, had
the edge of it confifted of the moft fatyrical parts of the work; but as
itis in the original, I take it to have been nothing elfe but the poefie of
an Ax which was confecrated to Minerva, and was thought to have been
the fame that Egexs made ufe of in the building of the T#gjan Horle;
which is a hint [ fhall leave to the confideration of the Criticks. I am
apt to think that the Poefie was written originally upon the Ax, like
thofe which our modern Cutlers infcribe upon their knives; and that
therefore the Poefie ftill remains in its ancient fhape, though the Ax it

felf is loft.

* The Shepherd’s pipe may be faid to be full of mufick, for it is com-
pofed of nine different kinds of verfes, which by their feveral lengths
' refem-
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refemble the nine ftops of the old mufical infirument, that is likewife the
fubjeét of the Poem.

The Altar is inferibed with the epitaph of Troilus the fon of Hecuba s
which, by the way, makes me believe, that thefe falfe pieces of wit are
much more antient than the Authors to whom they are generally afcrib-
ed; at Jeaft I will never be perfwaded, that fo fine a writer as Theocritus
could have been the Author of any fuch fimple works.

It was impoflible for a man to fucceed in thefe performances who was
not a kind of Painter, or at leaft a Defigner: he was firft of all to draw
the out-line of the fubjeét which he intended to write upon, and after-
wards conform the defcription to the figure of his fubje&t. The Poetry
was to contract or dilate it felf according to the mould in which it was
caft. In a word, the verfes were to be cramped or extended to the di-
menfions of the frame that was prepared for them; and to undergo the
fate of thofe perfons whom the Tyrant Procrufles ufed to lodge in his
iron bed ; if they were too fhort, he ftretched them on a rack, and if
they were too long, chopped off a part of their legs, till they fitted the
couch which he had prepared for them.

Mr. Dryden hints at this obfolete kind of wit in one of the following
Verfes in his Mac Fleckno; which an Englifb reader cannot underftand,
who does not know that there are thofe little Poems abovementioned in
the fhape of Wings and Altars.

Chufe for thy command

Some peaceful Province in Acroftick land ;

There may ft thow Wings difplay, and Altars raife,
And torture one poor word a thowfand ways.

This fafhion of falfe wit was revived by feveral Poets of the laft age,
and in particular may be met with among Mr. Herders’s Poems; and, if
1 am not miftaken, in the tranflation of Du Bartas. 1 do not remember
any other kind of work among the moderns which more refembles the
performances 1 have mentioned, than that famous picture of King Charles
the Firft, which has the whole book of Pfalms written in the lines of the
face and the hair of the head. When I was laft at Oxfiord 1 perufed one
of the whiskers; and was reading the other, but could not go fo far in it
as | would have done, by reafon of the impatience of my friends and fel-
low-travellers, who all of them prefled to fee fuch a piece of curiofity.
I have fince heard, that there is now an eminent writing-mafter in town,
who has tranfcribed all the Q4 Teffament in a full-bottomed perriwig ;
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and if the fafthion fhould introduce the thick kind of Whigs which were
in vogue fome few years ago, he promifes to add two or three fupernu-
merary locks that fhall contain all the Apocrypha. - He defigned this Wig
originally for King /##illiam, having difpofed of the two books of Kings
in the two forks of the foretop ; but that glorious Monarch dying before
the Wig was finilhed, there is a {pace left in it for the face of any one
that has a mind to purchafe it.

But to return to our ancient Poems in, pi¢ture, I would humbly pro-
pofe, for the benefit of our modern {matterers in Poetry, that they would
imitate their brethren among the antients in thofe ingenious devices. I
have communicated this thought to a young poetical Liover of my ac-
quaintance, who intends to prefent his, Miftrefs with a copy of verfes
made in the fhape of her fan; and, if he tells me true, has already finifh-
ed the three firft flicks of it. - He has likewife promifed me to get the
meafure of his Miftre{s’s marriage-finger, with a defign to make a poefie
in the falhion of aring which fhall exadlly fit it. It is fo very eafie to
enlage upon a good hint, that I do not queftion but my ingenious Readers
will apply what I have faid to many other particulars; and that we fhalj
{fee the Town filled in a very little time with poetical tippets, handker.
chiefs, fnuff-boxes, and the like female ornaments. I fhall therefore con-
clude with a word of advice to thofe admirable Zaug/ifb Authors who

call themfelves Pindarick writers, that they would apply themfelves to,

this kind of wit without lofs of time, as being provided better than any
other Poets with verfes of all fizes and dimenfions.

N°esg.  Tuefday, May 3.

Operose nmihil agunt, Sen.

HERE is nothing more certain than that every man would be a

Wit if he could, and notwithftanding Pedants of pretended depth

and folidity are apt to decry the writings of a polite Author, as

Flafp and Froth, they all of them fhew upon occafion that they would
fpare no pains to arrive at the character of thofe whom they feem to
defpife.

El——
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