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524, The SPECTATOR N 48

and if the fafthion fhould introduce the thick kind of Whigs which were
in vogue fome few years ago, he promifes to add two or three fupernu-
merary locks that fhall contain all the Apocrypha. - He defigned this Wig
originally for King /##illiam, having difpofed of the two books of Kings
in the two forks of the foretop ; but that glorious Monarch dying before
the Wig was finilhed, there is a {pace left in it for the face of any one
that has a mind to purchafe it.

But to return to our ancient Poems in, pi¢ture, I would humbly pro-
pofe, for the benefit of our modern {matterers in Poetry, that they would
imitate their brethren among the antients in thofe ingenious devices. I
have communicated this thought to a young poetical Liover of my ac-
quaintance, who intends to prefent his, Miftrefs with a copy of verfes
made in the fhape of her fan; and, if he tells me true, has already finifh-
ed the three firft flicks of it. - He has likewife promifed me to get the
meafure of his Miftre{s’s marriage-finger, with a defign to make a poefie
in the falhion of aring which fhall exadlly fit it. It is fo very eafie to
enlage upon a good hint, that I do not queftion but my ingenious Readers
will apply what I have faid to many other particulars; and that we fhalj
{fee the Town filled in a very little time with poetical tippets, handker.
chiefs, fnuff-boxes, and the like female ornaments. I fhall therefore con-
clude with a word of advice to thofe admirable Zaug/ifb Authors who

call themfelves Pindarick writers, that they would apply themfelves to,

this kind of wit without lofs of time, as being provided better than any
other Poets with verfes of all fizes and dimenfions.

N°esg.  Tuefday, May 3.

Operose nmihil agunt, Sen.

HERE is nothing more certain than that every man would be a

Wit if he could, and notwithftanding Pedants of pretended depth

and folidity are apt to decry the writings of a polite Author, as

Flafp and Froth, they all of them fhew upon occafion that they would
fpare no pains to arrive at the character of thofe whom they feem to
defpife.
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defpife. For this reafon we often find them endeavouring at works: of
fancy, which coft them infinite pangs in the produttion. The truth of
it is, a man had better be a gally-flave than a wit, were one to gain that
title by thofe elaborate trifles which have been the inventions of fuch Au-
thors-as were often rafters of greac learning, but no genius.

In my laft paper I mentioned fome of thefe falfe wits among the anci-
ents, and in this fhall give the Reader «wo or three other fpecies of them,
that flourithed in the fame early ages of the world. The firft I {hall pro-
duce are the Lipogrammatifts or Lerter-droppers of antiquity, that would
take an exception, without any reafon, againft fome particular letter in
the alphabet, fo as not to admit it once into a whole Poem. One T7y-
phiodsrus was a great mafter in this kind of writing. He compofed an
Odyffey or epick Poem on the adventures of Vjyffes, confifting of four
and twenty books, having entirely banithed the letter 4 from his firft
book, which was called Alpha (as lucus a now lucende) becaufe there
was not an Alpha in it. His {econd book was infcribed Beta, for the
fame reafon. In fhort, the Poet excluded the whole four and rwenty
letters in their turns, and thewed them, one after another, that he could
do his bufinels without them.

It muft have been very pleafant to have feen this Poet avoiding the re-
probate letter, as much as another would a falfe quantity, and making
his efcape from it through the {everal Greek dialetts, when he was pref-
fed with it in any particular fyllable. For the moft apt and elegant word
in the whole language was rejected, like a diamond with a flaw in it, if
it appeared blemifhed with a wrong letter. I fhall only obferve upon this
head, that if the work I have here mentioned had been now extant, the
Ody[fey of Tryphiodorus, in all probability, w-:)}ﬂd have been oftner quo-
ted by our learned Pedants, than the Odyffey of Homer. What a perpe-
tual fund would ithave been of obfolete words and phrafes, unufual barba-
rifms and rufticities, abfurd fpellings and complicated dialecis? I'make no
queftion but it would have been looked upon as one of the moft valuable
treafuries of the Greek tongue.

I find likewife among the ancients that ingenious kind of conceit,
which the moderns diftinguifh by the name of a Redus, that does not
fink a letter but a whole weord, by fubftituting 2 picture in its place.
When Cefer was one of the maftersof the Ramm:‘l?m[, he placed the
figure of an Elephant upon the reverfe (?f the publick mony ; the .word
Ceefar fignifying an Elephant in _thp Punick language. T'his was artifici-
ally contrived by Czfar, becaufe it was not lawful for a private m;lln to

amp
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ftamp his own figure upon the coin of theCommon-wealth. Cicero, who
was fo called from the founder of his family, that was marked on the
nofe with a little wenn like a vetch (which is cicer in Latin) inftead of
Marcus Tullins Cicers, ordered the words Marcus Tullinus with the fie
gure of a verch at the end of them to be infcribed ‘on a publick monu-
ment.  This was done probably to fhew that he was neither athamed of
his name or family, notwithftanding the envy of his competitors had oft-
en reproached him with beth. in the fame manner we read of a famous
building that was marked in feveral parts of it with the figures of a Irog
and a Lizard: thofe words in Greek having been the names of the archi-
tects, who by the laws of their country were never permitted to infcribe
theirown names upon their works. For the fame reafon it is thought, that
the forelock of the horfe in the antique-equeftrian ftatue of Marcus Au-
relites, reprefents at a diftance the fhape of an Owl, to intimate the country
of the ftatuary, who, in all ptobabiliay, was an Athexian. Thiskind of
wit was very much in vogue among our own country-men about an age
or two ago, who did not pra@ife it for any oblique reafon, as the anci-
ents abovementioned, but purely for the fake of being witty. Among
innumerable inftances that may be given of this nature, I fhall produce
the device of one Mr. Newéerry, as I find it mentioned by our learned
Camder in his Remains. Mr. Newberry, to réprefent his name by a
picture, hung up at his door the fign of a Yew-tree, that had feveral ber-
ries upon it, and in the midft of them a great golden N hung upon a
bough of the tree, which by the help of a little fale {pelling made up the
word N-ew-berry.

I {hal! conclude this topick with a Rebus, which has been lately hewn
out in free-flone, and ereéted over two of the portals of Blenbeim houfe,
being the figure of a monfirous Lion tearing to pieces a little Cock.
For the better underftanding of which device, I muft acquaint my Ewg-
J1/b reader that a Cock has the misfortune to be called in Latin by the
fame word that fignifies a French-man, as a Lion is the emblem of the
Lnglifb nation. Such a device info noble a pile of building looks like a
Punn in an heroick Poem; and 1am very forry the truly ingenious archi-
tect would fuifer the flatuary to blemifh his excellent plan with fo poor
aconceit: But I hope what 1 have faid will gain quarter for the Cock,
and deliver him out of the Lion’s paw.

Ifind likewife in ancient times the conceit of making an Fcho talk
fenfibly, and give rational anfwers. If this could be excufable in any
writer, it would be in Owid, where he introduces the Echo asa Nymph,

before
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before the was worn away into nothing bur a voice.  The learned Era/-
mus, though a man of wit and. genius, has compofed a Dialogue upon
this filly kind of device, and made ufe of an Eccho who feems to have
been a very extraordinary linguift, for fhe anfwers the perfon fhe talks
with in Latin, Greek and Hebrew, aceording as fhe found the fyllables
which fhe was to repeat in any of thofe learned languages. Hudibras, in
ridicule: of this falfe kind of wit, has defcribed Brusn bewailing the lofs
of his Bear to a folitary Echo, who is of great ufe to the Poet in feveral
difticks, as fhe does not only repeat after him, but helps out his verfe, and
furnithes him with RAymes.

He raged, and kept as heavy a coil as
Stout Hercules for lofs of Hylas;
Forcing the vallies to repeat
The accents of bis fad regret ;
He beat bis breaft, and tore bis bair,
For lofs of bis dear crony Bear,
That Echo from the bollow grownd
His doleful wailings did refound
More wiftfully, by many times,
Than in fmall Poets [play-foot Rhymes,
That make ber in their rueful flories,
To anfiver to Int'rogatories,
And moft unconfeionably depofe
Things of which fbe nothing knows:
And when [be has faid all fbe can (ay,
Tis wrefted tothe Lover's fancy.

uoth be, O whither, wicked Bruin,
Art thou jled to my Echo, Ruin?
I thought th'hadfl fcorn’'d to budge a flep
For fear. (Quoth Eche) Marry guep.
Am I not berswto take thy part!
Then what bas quelld thy flubborn beart?
Hawe thefe bones ratled, and this head
So often in thy quarrel bled?
Nor did I ever winch or grudge it,
For thy dear fake. (Quoth fbe) Mum budget.
Think [l thou twill not be laid £ th difp
Thou turnd ft thy back? quoth Echo, Pifh.
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T run from thofe th badft overcome

Thus cowardly? quoth Echo, NMum.

But what a-vengeance makes thee fly

Fyom me too, as thine enemy?

Or if thou badft #o thonght of me,

Nar what I bave endur'd for thee,

Yet fbame and honoyr might prevail

To keep thee thus from turning tarl:

For who wot'd gmdge to (pend bhis blood in
His honour's caufe? quoth fbe, A pudding.

N° 6. Wednefday, May o.

Hoc eft quod palles? cur quis non prandeat, boc eff?  Per, Sat. 3.

EVERAL kinds of falfe wit that vanifhed in the refined ages of
the world, difcovered themfelves again in the times of monkith ig-
norance.

As the Monks were the mafters of all that little learning which was
then extant, and had their whole lives entirely difengaged from bufinefs,
it is no wonder that feveral of them, who wanted genius for higher per-
formances, employed many hours in the compofition of fuch tricks in
writing as required much time and little capacity. 1 have feen half the
Envid turned into Latin rhymes by one of the Beaux FEfprits of that

dark age ; who fays in his preface to it, that the #neid wanted nothing

but the {fweets of rhyme to make it the moft perfect work in its kind.
I have likewife feen an Hymn in Hexameters to the Vargin Mary, which
filled a whole book, tho’ it confifted but of the eight following words;

Tot, tibi, fint, Vi irgo, dotes, quot, fidera, cwlp.
Thou baft as many virtues, O Virgin, as there ave ffars in Heaven.

The Poet rung the changes upon thefe eight feveral words, and by that

means made his verfes almolt as numerous as the wirtues ‘and the {tars °

which they celebrated. It is no wonder that men who had fo much time
upon
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