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528 The SPECTATOR N 4.

T run from thofe th badft overcome

Thus cowardly? quoth Echo, NMum.

But what a-vengeance makes thee fly

Fyom me too, as thine enemy?

Or if thou badft #o thonght of me,

Nar what I bave endur'd for thee,

Yet fbame and honoyr might prevail

To keep thee thus from turning tarl:

For who wot'd gmdge to (pend bhis blood in
His honour's caufe? quoth fbe, A pudding.

N° 6. Wednefday, May o.

Hoc eft quod palles? cur quis non prandeat, boc eff?  Per, Sat. 3.

EVERAL kinds of falfe wit that vanifhed in the refined ages of
the world, difcovered themfelves again in the times of monkith ig-
norance.

As the Monks were the mafters of all that little learning which was
then extant, and had their whole lives entirely difengaged from bufinefs,
it is no wonder that feveral of them, who wanted genius for higher per-
formances, employed many hours in the compofition of fuch tricks in
writing as required much time and little capacity. 1 have feen half the
Envid turned into Latin rhymes by one of the Beaux FEfprits of that

dark age ; who fays in his preface to it, that the #neid wanted nothing

but the {fweets of rhyme to make it the moft perfect work in its kind.
I have likewife feen an Hymn in Hexameters to the Vargin Mary, which
filled a whole book, tho’ it confifted but of the eight following words;

Tot, tibi, fint, Vi irgo, dotes, quot, fidera, cwlp.
Thou baft as many virtues, O Virgin, as there ave ffars in Heaven.

The Poet rung the changes upon thefe eight feveral words, and by that

means made his verfes almolt as numerous as the wirtues ‘and the {tars °

which they celebrated. It is no wonder that men who had fo much time
upon
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upon their hands, did not only reftore all ‘the antiquated -pieces ‘of falfe
wit, but enriched the world with inventions of their' own. It ‘was to
this age that we owe the produétion of Anagrams, which is nothing elfe
but a tranfniutation of one word into another, or the turning of the fame
fet of letters into different words ; whieh may change night into day, or
black ‘into white; ifF Chance, ‘who is the Goddefs that prefides over
thefe fores of compofition, fhall fo/direét. ' I remeémber a witty Author,
in allufion to this kind of writing, calls his Rival; who (it feems) was di-
florted, and had his limbs fet in places that did net preperly belong to
them, The Anagram of a man.

When the' Anagrammatift takes a name to work upon; he confiders it
at firf{t as a Mine not broken up, which will not thew the treafure it con-
tains till he fhall have fpent many hours in the {earch of it: For it is his
bufinefs 'to find out one word that conceals it {elf in another, and to exa-
mine the letters in all the variety of ftations in which they can poflibly be
ranged. ' I have heard of a GGentleman who, when this kind of wit wasin
fathion, endeavoured to gain his Miftrefs’s heart by it. She was one of
the finelt women of her' age, and known by the name of the Lady Mary
Boon. 'The Lover not being able to make any thing of Mary, by cer-
tain liberties indulged to this kind of writing converted it into MoZ/; and
after having fhut himfelf up for half a year, with indefatigable indufiry
produced an Anagram. Upon the prefenting it to his Miftrefs, who was
a little vexed in her heart to fee her felf degraded into Mo/! Boon, the
told him, to his infinite furprize, that- he had miftaken her Sirname, for
that it was not Boon but Bobur.

-Thi omnis
Effufiss labor

The Lover was thunder-{truck with his misfortune, infomuch that in 2
little time after he loft his fenfes, which indeed had been very much im-
paired by that continual application he had given to his Anagram.

The Acroftick was probably invented abour the: fame time with the
Anagram, though it is impeflible to decide whether the invéntor of
the one or the other were the greater blockhead. The Simple Acros
ftick is nothing but the name or title of a perfon or thing made out of
the initial letters of feveral verfes, and by that means written, after the
manner of the Chiuefe, in a perpendicular line. But befides thefe there
are Compound Acrofticks, when the principal Letters ftand two or three
deep. Ihave feen fome of them where the Verfes have not only been
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edged by a name at each extremity; but have had the fame name run-
ning down like a feam through the middle of the Poem.

There is another near relation of the Anagrams and Acrofticks, which
is commonly called a Chronogram. This kind of wit appears very often
on many modern Medals, efpecially thofe of Germany, when they repre-
fent in the Infcription the year in which they were coined. Thus' we fee
on a Medal of Guftaphus Adolphus the following words, CarlstVs
DuX erco rrIUMeuVs. If you take the painsto pick the figures
out of the feveral words, and range them in their proper order, you
will find they amount to MDCXV VVIL or 1627, the year in which the
Medal was {tamiped: For as fome of the Letters diftinguith themfelve
from the reft, and over-top their fellows, they are to be confidered in z !
double capacity, both as Letters and as Figures. Your laborious Ger-
man Wits will turn over a whole Dictionary for one of thefe ingenious
devices. A man would think they were fearching after an apt clafficat
term; but inftead of that, they are looking out a word that has an L, an
M, or a Din it. . When therefore we meet with any of thefe Infcriptions,
we are not fo much to look in them for the thought, as for the year of
the Lord. -

The Bouts Rimez were the favourites of the Frexeh nation for a
whole age together, and that at a time when it abounded in wit and
learning. They were alift of words that rhyme to one another, drawn
up by another hand, and given to a Poet, who was to make a Poem to
the Rhymes in the fame order that they were placed upon the lift: The
more uncommon the Rhymes were, the more extraordinary was the
genius of the Poet that could accommodate his verfes to them. I do
not know any greater inftance of the decay of wit and learning among
the French (which generally follows the declenfion of Empire) than the
endeavouring to reftore this foolifh kind of wit. If the Reader will be
at the trouble to fee examples of it, let him look into the new Mercu-
7¥ Gallant ; where the Author every month gives a lift of. Rhymes to
be filled up by the Ingenious; in order to be communicated to the pub-
lick in the Mercure for the fucceeding month. That for the month of
November laft, which now lies before me, is as follows,

-------------------------- Lauriers
----------------- - = = = r =~ = - Guerriers
-------------------------- Mufétte
ORI o e e e BB e
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........................... Cefars
_________________________ FEtendars
.......................... Honlette
-------------------------- Foletre

One would be amazed to fee {o learned 'a ‘man as Menage talking feri-
oufly on this kind of trifle in the following paflage.

Monfienr de la Chambre bas told me, that he never knew what he was
going to write when he took bis pen into bis band; but that one [entence
always produced another. For my own part, Inever knew what I fhould
write next when I was making verfes. In the firft place I got all my
rhymes together, and was afterwards perbaps three or four months i
Jilling them up. I ome day fhewed Monfienr. Gombaud a compofition of
this nature, in which among others I bad made ufe of the four following
rhymes, Amaryllis, Phyllis, Marne, Arne, defiring bim to give me bis opi-
wion of it. He told -me immediately, that my verfes were good for no-
thing. And upon my asking bis reafon, be [aid, becanfe the rhymes are
too common ; and for that reafon eafie to be put into verfe. Marry, fays
1, if it be fo, I am very well rewarded for all the pains I have been at.
But by Monfienr Gombaud’s leave, notwithflanding the feverity of the
criticifin, the verfes were good. Vid. MENAGIANA. Thus far the
learned Menage, whom I have tranflated word for word. _

The firft occalion of thefe Bouts Rimez made them in fome manner
excufable, as they were tasks which the Fremch Ladies ufed to impofe
on their Lovers. But when a grave Author, like him above-mentioned,
tasked himfelf, could there be any thing more ridiculous? or would not
one be ‘apt to believe that the Author played booty, and did not make
his lift of rhymes till he had finithed his Poem?

I fhall only add, that this piece of falfe Wit has been finely ridiculed
by Monfieur Sara/fin, ina Poem entituled, Lz Defaite des Bouts-Rimez,
the Rout of the Bouts-Rimez.

I muft fubjoin’ to this laft: kind of wit the Double rhymes, which are
ufed in doggerel Poetry, and generally applauded by ignorant readers.
If the thought of the couplet in fuch' compofitions is good, the rhyme
adds little to it; and if bad, it will not be in the power of the rhyme to
recommend it. Tam afraid that great Numbers of thofe who admire the
incomparable Hwdibras,do it more on account of thefe doggerel rhymes,
than of the parts that really deferve admiration. T am fure T have heard
the -
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Pulpit, drum ecclefraflick,
Was beat with fift inflead of a flick;

and

There was qn antient fage Philofopher
Hbo bad read Alexander Rofs over,

more frequently 'quoted, than the fineft pieces of Wit in the whole
Poem. X

Ne 61. Thurfday, May 0.

Nou. equidem fludeo, bullatis ut mibi nugis
Pagina turgefear, dare pondus idowea fumo. Perf,

=HERE isnokind of falle Wit which has been fo recommended
1 by the pratticeof ali- ages;:-as-that-which eondiils i 3 iihele of

X words, andis chmprehended wuder the general werie o f'".-f.w-
ming.  1t1s indeed 'impofiibie to kill 4 weed, which the {61l has 4 macoral
difpofition to produce. = The feeds of Punning ave in the minds of all
men, and thougls ehey may. be fubdued by reaten; reflection, and good
fenfe; they will be very aptito thoot up in the grentelt geniss, that is not
broken and cultivated by the rules of art.' Imitation/is natval: tb us, and
when it does fiot. raife the: mind to Poetryy Painting, Mafick, or other
more noble arts, it often’breaks out-in Punns and Quibbles.

Ariflotle, in the eleventh chapter of his book of "Rhetor ick, defctibes
two or three kinds of Punns, which he ealls Paragrams, among the beiu-
ties ‘of good writing; and produces inflances of them out of fome of the
greateft Authors in the Greek tongue. 11 Gicerw has {prinkled feveral of hig
works with Pinns, and in'his book where he lays down the roles of Ora-
tory,. quotesabundance of fayings as pieces:of Wits which alfo upon exa-
mination prove arfapt Ponns. . Butithe age in which #be. Pawn chiefly
flowrithed, ‘was: the weign. of King ' [f ames the Firft. ;- That learned Mo+
narch was himfelf a tolerable Punnfter, and made very few Bifhops-or
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