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532 Tooy SPECTATOR D65

Pulpit, drum ecclefraflick,
Was beat with fift inflead of a flick;

and

There was qn antient fage Philofopher
Hbo bad read Alexander Rofs over,

more frequently 'quoted, than the fineft pieces of Wit in the whole
Poem. X

Ne 61. Thurfday, May 0.

Nou. equidem fludeo, bullatis ut mibi nugis
Pagina turgefear, dare pondus idowea fumo. Perf,

=HERE isnokind of falle Wit which has been fo recommended
1 by the pratticeof ali- ages;:-as-that-which eondiils i 3 iihele of

X words, andis chmprehended wuder the general werie o f'".-f.w-
ming.  1t1s indeed 'impofiibie to kill 4 weed, which the {61l has 4 macoral
difpofition to produce. = The feeds of Punning ave in the minds of all
men, and thougls ehey may. be fubdued by reaten; reflection, and good
fenfe; they will be very aptito thoot up in the grentelt geniss, that is not
broken and cultivated by the rules of art.' Imitation/is natval: tb us, and
when it does fiot. raife the: mind to Poetryy Painting, Mafick, or other
more noble arts, it often’breaks out-in Punns and Quibbles.

Ariflotle, in the eleventh chapter of his book of "Rhetor ick, defctibes
two or three kinds of Punns, which he ealls Paragrams, among the beiu-
ties ‘of good writing; and produces inflances of them out of fome of the
greateft Authors in the Greek tongue. 11 Gicerw has {prinkled feveral of hig
works with Pinns, and in'his book where he lays down the roles of Ora-
tory,. quotesabundance of fayings as pieces:of Wits which alfo upon exa-
mination prove arfapt Ponns. . Butithe age in which #be. Pawn chiefly
flowrithed, ‘was: the weign. of King ' [f ames the Firft. ;- That learned Mo+
narch was himfelf a tolerable Punnfter, and made very few Bifhops-or

Privy-

e
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Privy-Counfellors that had not fome time or other fignalized themfelves
by a Clinch,, or a Conundrum. = It was therefore in this age that the Pusn
appeared with pomp and dignity. It had before been admitted into mex-
ry {peeches and ludicrous compofitions, but was now delivered with
great gravity from the pulpit, or pronounced in the moft folemn manner
at the Council-table. ' The greateft Authors, in their moft ferious works,
made frequent ufe of Punns. The Sermons of Bithop Andrews, and the
Tragedies of Shakefpear, are full of them. The {inner was punned into
repentance by the former, as in the latter nothing is more ufual than to
fee a Heroe weeping and quibbling for a dozen lines together.

I muft add to.thefe great Authorities, which {feem to have given 4 kind
of fanétion to this piece of falfe Wity that all the writers of Rhetorick
have treated of Punning with very great refpeét, and divided the {everal
kinds of it into hard mames, that are reckoned among the figures of
fpeech, and recommended as ornaments in difcourfe. 1 remember a
country fchool-mafter of myaequaintance told me once, that he had been
in company with a2 Gentleman whom he looked upon to be the greateit
Paragremmatift among the moderns. ' Upon enquiry, I found my learn-
ed friend had dined that day with Mr: Swan, the famous Punniter; and
defiring him to give me fome account of Mr. Swan's converfation, he
told me that he generally talked in the Paranomafia, that he fometimes
gave into the Plocé, bur that in his humble opinion he fhined moft ‘in
the Autanaclafis.

I muftnot here omit, that a famous Univerfity of:this dand was former
ly very much infefted with Punns; but whether or no this might not a-
rife from the fens and marfhes in which it was fituated, ‘and which are
now drained, I muft leave to the determination of more skilful Naturalifts,

After this fhort hiftory of Punning, ene would wonder how it fhould
be fo intirely banifhed out of the learned world; asit'is at prefent, efpe-
cially fince it had found a place in the writings of the molt ancient po-
lite Authors. To account for this we mwufl confider, that the firll race
of Authors, who were the great Heroes in writing, were deftitute of all
rules and arts of criticifm 5 -and for that reafon, though they excel later
writers in greatnefs of genius, they fall {hort of them in accuracy and
correftiels; . The Moderns eannot reach ‘their beauties, but ‘can avoid
their imperfettions.  When the world was furnithed with thefe-Authors
of the firlt eminence, there grew up another fet of writers, who gained
themfelves a reputation by the remarks which they made’ on the works
of thofe who preceded them. It was one of the employments of ‘thefe

fecon-




534 The SPECTATOR N6

fecondary Authors, to diftinguifh the feveral kinds of Wit by terms of
art, and to confider them as more  or lefs perfed, according as they
were founded in truth. It is'no wonder therefore, that even' {uch Au-
thors as ffocrares, Plaro, and Cicero, thould have fuch little blemithes a5
are not to be met with in Authors of 2 much inferior charadter, who
have written fince thofe feveral blemifhes were difcovered, 1 do ner
find that there was a proper feparation made between punns and true wi¢
by any of the ancient Authors, except Quintilian and Longinus. Buyg
when this. diftinétion was once fettled, it was very natural for all mep
of fenfe to agree init. As for the revival of this falfe Wit, i happen-
ed about the time of therevival of letters; bur as foon as it was once de-
te¢ted, it immediately vanifhed and difappeared. At the fame time
there is no queftion, but as it has funk in/one age, and rofe in another,
it will again recover it felf in fome diftant period of time, as pedantry
and ignorance fhall prevail upon wit and fenfe. And, to {peak the
truth, I do very much apprehend, by fome of the laft winter’s produ&i-
ons, which had their fets of admirers, that our pofterity will in a few
years degenerate into a vace of Punfters; At leaft, a man may be ver

excufable for any apprehenfions of this kind, that has feen Aeroflicks
handed about the Town with great fecrefie and applaufe; to which [
muit alfo add alittle Epigram called the Witches Prayer, that fell into
verfe when it was read, either backward or forward, excepting only thag
it curfed one way and blefled the other. When one fees there are aétu-
ally fuch pains-takers among our Britifb Wits, who can tell what it may
end in? If we muft lafh one another, let it be with the manly flrokes of
Wit and Satyr; for Lam of the old Philofopher’s opinion, that if I muft
{ufier from one or the other, I would rather it thould be from the paw
of a Lion,,than the hoof of an Afs. T do 1ot fpeak this out of any {pirit
of party. There is a moft crying dulnefs on both fides. T have feen

Lory derofticks and Whig Anagrams, and do not quarrel with either of

them, becaufe they are #higs or Tories, but becaufe they are Awagrams
and Adergflicks. _

But to return to Punning. Hayving purfued the hiffory of a Punn,
from its original to its downfal, I fhall here define it to be a conceit a-
rifing from the ufe of two words that agree in the found, but differ in
the fenfe. The only way therefore to try a ‘piece of wit, is to tranflate
itinto a different language: if it bears the teft, you may pronounce it
true ; but if it vanifhes in the experiment, you may conclude it to have
been a Punn. In fhort, one may fay of a Punn as the country-man de-

feribed
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{fcribed his Nightingale, that is, vox ef preterea nibhil, a found; 'and no-
thing but a found. On the contrary, one may reprefent true Wit by the
defcription which Ariftinetus makes of a fine woman, when {he is 'd,r-qfl
féd fhe is beautiful, when fhe is undreffed {he is beautiful: Or, as Merce-
rus has tranflated it more emphatically, Jueduitur, formofa eff: Exuitur,

ipfa forma eff.

N° 62.  Friday, May 11.

Scribend reéte fapere eft et principium et fous., Hor.

R. Lock has an admirable refleGion upon the difference of Wit
M and Judgment, whereby he endeavours to fthew the reafon why

they are not always the talents of the fame perfon. His words
are as follow: And hence, perbaps, may be given fome reafon of that com-
mon obfervation, That men who bave a great deal of wit and prompt me-
mories, bave not always the cleareft judgment, or decpeft reafon. For Wit
bying moft in the affemblage of Ideas, and putting thofe together with quick-
nefs and variety, wherein can be found any refemblance or congruity, there-
by to make up pleafant pictures and agreeable vifions in the fancy; Fudg-
ment on the contrary, lies quite on the other fide, in feparating ('ﬁ}"(_’ff:!-.
by one from another, Ideas wherein can be found the leafl difference, there-
by to avoid being mifled by fimilitude, and by affinity, to take onething for
another. This is away of proceeding quite contrary to Metaphor and
Allufion; wherein, for the moff part, bies that entertainment and pleafan-
iry g;f' Wit which [firikes [o dively on the fancy, and is therefore (o accep-
table to all people.

This is, I think, the beft and moft philofophical account that I have
ever met with of Wit, which generally, though not always, confifts in
fuch a refemblance and congruity of Ideas as this Author mentions. I
fhall only add to it, by way of explanation, That every refemblance of
Ideasis not that which we call Wir, unlefs it befuch an one that gives
Delight and Surprize to the Reader: Thefe two properties feem eflen-

tial to Wit, more particularly the laft of them. In order therefore that
the
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