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540 The SPECTATOR N 62.

“ on a Mountebank’s ftage, or to be mafters of the ceremonies in a Bear-
“ garden: yet thefe are they who have the moft admirers. Bur it often
“ happens, to their mortification, that as their Readers improve their
“ ftock of fenfe, (as they may by reading better books, and by converfa-
“ tion with men of judgment) they foon forfake them.

I muft not difmifs this fubjeét without obferving, that as Mr. Lock in
the paflage above-mentioned has difcovered the moft fruitful fource of
Wit, fo there is another of a quite contrary nature to it, which does
likewife branch it felf out into feveral kinds. For not only the  Re.
Semblance but the Oppofition of ldeas does very often produce Wit; as §
could fhew in feveral little points, turns, and antithefes, that I may pofli-
bly enlarge upon in fome future Speculation.

N° 63.  Saturday, May 12.

Humano capiti cervicem piflor equinam

Fungere [i velit, et varias inducere plumas

Undique collatis membris, wut tuypiter atyvim

Definat in pifcem mulier formofa Superné ;

Spettarum admiffi vifum teneatis amici?

Credite, Pifones, ifts tabule fore Librum

Perfimtlem, cujus, velut €gri fomnia, vane

Finguntur [pecies—a-mmmnmm Hor.

which it has been long employed. The thoughts will be rifing of
themfelves from time to time, though we give them no encourage-
ment; as the toffings and fluGuations of the fea continue feveral hours

after the winds are laid,
It is to this that I impute my laft night'’s Dream or Vifion, which
formed into one continued allegory the feveral fchemes of Wit, whe-
ther

IT is very hard for the mind to difengage it felf from a fubjeét in
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ther falfe, mixed, or true, that have been the fubjeét of my late pa-
pers. '

Methoughts I was tranfported into acountry that was filled with pro-
digies and enchantments, governed by the goddefs of Favrsnoon, and
entitled the region of falfe Wit. ‘There was nothing in the ficlds, the
woads; and the rivers, that appeared natural. Several of the trees blof-
{fomed in leaf-gold, fome of them produced bone-lace, and fome of them
precious flones. The fountains bubbled in an Opera tune, and were fil-
led with Stags, Wild-boars, and Mermaids, that lived among the waters;
at the fame time that Dolphins and feveral kinds of filh played upon the
banks, or took their paftime in the meadows. The birds had many of
them golden beaks, and human voices. The flowers perfumed the air
with {mells of incenfe, amber-greefe, and pulvillos ; and were fo inter-
woven with one another, that they grew up in pieces of embroidery:.
The winds were filled with fighs and meflages of diftant lovers. As |
was walking to and fro in this enchanted wildernefs, I could not forbear
breaking out into foliloquies upon the feveral wonders which lay before
me, when to my great furprize I found there were artificial Fchoes in
every walk, that by repetitions of certain words which I fpoke, agreed
with me, or contradited me, in every thing I faid. In the midit of my
converfation with thefe invifible companions, I difcovered: in the center
of a very dark grove a monitrous fabrick built after the Gozbick manner,
and covered with innumerable devices in that barbarous kind of {culp-
ture. I immediately went up to it, and found it te be a kind of heathen
temple confecrated to the God of Duline/s. Upon my entrance I faw
the deity of the place drefled in the habit of a Monk, with a. book in
one hand and a rattle in the other. Upon his right hand was Indufiry,
with a lamp burning before her; and on his left Capriee, with a Monky
fitting on her fhoulder. Before his feet there ftood an Alrar of a' very
odd make, which, as I afterwards found, was fhaped in that manner to
comply with the infcription. that furrounded it. Upon the Altar there
lay feveral offerings of Axes, Wings, and Eggs, cut in paper, and in-
{eribed with verfes. The Temple was filled with votaries, who applied
themfelves to different diverfions, as their fancies diretted them. Inone
part of it I faw a regiment of #nagrams, who were continually in moti-
on, turping to the right or to the left, facing about, doubling their
ranks, fhifting their flations, and throwing themlglves into all the figures,
and counter-marches of the moft changeable and perplexed. exercife.
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“Not far from thefe was a body of Aerofficks, made up of very difpro-
portioned perfons. It was difpofed into three columns, the Officers plant-
ing themfelves in a line on the left hand of each column. The Officers
were ‘all of them at leaft fix foot high, and made three rows of .very pro-
per men; but the common Soldiers, who filled up the {paces between
the Officers, were fuch dwarfs, cripples, and {carecrows, that one could
hardly look upon them without laughing. There were behind .the A.
crofticks two or three files of Chronograms, which differed only from the
former, as their Ofhicers were equipped (like the figure of Time) with an
hour-glafs‘in one hand, and -a fcythe in the other, and took their polts
promifeuoufly among the private men whom they commanded.

In the body of the temple, and before the very face of the Deity, me-
thoughts I {aw the Phantom of Tryphiodorus the Lipogrammatift, engaged
in a ball with four and twenty perfons, who purfued him by turns
through-all the intricacies and labyrinths of a. country dance, without: be-
ng able to overtake him.

Obferving feveral to be very bufie at the weftern end- of the Temple, 1
enquired into what they were doing, and found there was in: that quar-
ter the great magazine of Rebus’s. 'Thefe were feveral things of the moft
different natures tied up in bundles, and thrown upon one.another in
heaps like faggots. You might behold an anchor, a night-rail, and a

_hobby-horfe bound up together. 'One of the workmen {eeing me very
much furprifed, told me, there wasan “infinité deal of Wit in {everal of
thofe bundles, and that he would explain them to me if-l pleafed: |
thanked him for his civility, but told him I was:in very.great hafte at that
time. As‘I was going out of the I'emple, I obferved in one .corner of
it a clufter of men and women laughing very heartily, and diverting them-
{elves at a game of Crambo. T heard {everal double vhymes as 1 pafled by
them, which raifed a great deal of mirth.

Not far from thefe:was another fet'of merry people engaged at a diver-
fion, ‘in-which ‘the whole jeft was to miftake one perfon for another-
To give occafion for thefe ludicrous miftakes, they were divided into
pairs, every pair being covered from head to foot with the fame kind of
drefs, though perhaps there was not the leaft refemblance in their faces.
By this means an old man was fometimes miftaken for a bey, ‘2 woman
for a man, and a black-a-moor for an- Ewxrepean, which very often pro-
duced great peals of laughter. Thefe I guefled to be a party of Punas.
But being very defirous to get out of this world of magick, which had
almoft turned my brain, Ileft the Temple, and crofled over the fields

that
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that-lay. about it with all the fpeed I could make. I was not gone far be-
fore 1 heard the found of trumpets and alarms, which feemed to pro-
claim the march of an enemy; and, as I afterwards found, was in reality
what I apprehended it. There appeared at a great diftance a very fhi-
ning light, and in the midft of it a perfon of a moft beautiful afpeét; her
name was Trurwn. On her right hand there marched a male Deity,
who bore feveral quivers on his- fhoulders, and grafped feveral Arrows
in his hand. His name was #7#z. The approach of thefe two enemies
filled all the territories of Falfe #it with an unfpeakable confternation,
in fo much that the Goddefs of thofe Regions appeared in perfon upon
the frontiers, with the {feveral inferior Deities, and the different bodies
of forces which I had before feen in the Temple, who were now drawi -
up in array, and prepared to give their foes a warm reception. As the
march of the enemy was very flow, it gave time to the {everal Inhabi-
tants who bordered upon the Regions of Farsuoop to draw their
forces into a body, with adefign to {tand upon their guard.as neuters, and
attend the iffue of the combat.

I muft here inform my Reader, that the frontiers of the enchanted re-
gion, which I have before. defcribed, were inhabited by the Species of :
Mixep Wir, who made a very odd appearance when they were mu-
ftered together in an.army. There were men whofe bodies avere fluck
full of darts, and women whofe eyes were burning-glafles: men that had
hearts of fire, .and women that had breafts of* fnow. It would.be end-
lefs to deferibe {everal Monfters of the like nature, that compofed this
great army; which immediately fell afunder and divided it {felf into two
parts, the one half throwing themfelves behind the banners of T'r uTH,
and the others behind thofe of FarLsnoon.

The Goddefs of FaLsaoon was of a gigantick {tature, and advan-
ced fome paces before the front of the. Army; bur as the dazling light,
which flowed from TrRutH, began to fhine upon her, fhe faded infen-
fibly; infomuch that in' a little fpace fhe looked rather like an huge
Phantom, than a real fubftance. At length, as.the Goddefs of TruTn ap-
proached flill nearer to her, fhe fell away entirely, and vanifhed amidit
the ‘brightnefs of her prefence; fo that there did not remain the  leaft
trace or impreflion of her figure in the place where {he had been feen.

As at the rifing of the Sun the Conftellations grow thin, and the Stars -
go out one after another, till the- whole Hemifphere is extinguifhed ; .
fuch was the vanifhing of the Goddefs: and not only of the Goddefs

her felf, but of the whole Army that attended her, which fympathized
with




544 The SPECTATOR™ N°6g.

with their leader, and fhrunk into nothing, in proportion as' the God-
defs difappeared. At the fame time the whole Temple funk, the fith be-
took themfelves to the fireams and the wild beaftsto the woods, the foun-
tains recovered their murmurs, the birds their voices, the trees their leaves,
the flowers their fcents, and the whale face of nature its true and genu-
ine appearance. ‘Though T {till continued afleep, I fancied my felf as it
were awakened out of a dream, when I faw this region of Prodigies re-
ftored to woods and rivers, fields and meadows. .

Upon the removal of that wild fcene of wonders, which had very
much difturbed my imagination, I took a full furvey of the perfons of
Wir and Truts; for indeed it was impoffible to look upon the firft,
without {eeing the -other at the fame time. There was behind them a
ftrong and compact body of Figures. The genius of Hersick Poetry ap-
peared with a Sword in her hand, and a Lawrel on her head. Tragedy
was crowned with Cyprefs, and covered with robes dipped in blood. Sa-
¢yr had fmiles in her look, and a dagger under her garment. Rbetorick
was known by her Thunderbolt; and Comedy by her Mask. After {eve-
ral other figures, Zpigram marched up in the rear, who had been polted
there at the beginning of the expedition, that he might not revolt to the
enemy, whom he was fufpected to favour in his hearr. I was very much
awed and delighted with the appearance of the God of #7if; there was
fomething fo amiable and yet fo piercing in his looks, as ififpired me at
once with love and terror.  As I was gazinig on him 'to my unfpeakable
Joy, he took a quiver of arrows from his fhoulder, in drder to make me
a prefent of it; but as T was reaching out my hand to receive it of him,
T'knocked it againt a chair, and by that means'awaked.’

N° 68. Friday, May 18.

Nos duo turba fumss-s-—=- ; Ovid.

NE would think that the larger the company is in which we are
cngaged, the greater variety of thoughts and fubje&s would be
{tarted in difcourfe; but inftead of this, we find that Converfati-

on
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