UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of The Right Honourable Joseph Addison, Esq.

In Four Volumes

Addison, Joseph
London, 1721

No 68 Friday, May 18.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633

544 The SPECTATOR™ N°6g.

with their leader, and fhrunk into nothing, in proportion as' the God-
defs difappeared. At the fame time the whole Temple funk, the fith be-
took themfelves to the fireams and the wild beaftsto the woods, the foun-
tains recovered their murmurs, the birds their voices, the trees their leaves,
the flowers their fcents, and the whale face of nature its true and genu-
ine appearance. ‘Though T {till continued afleep, I fancied my felf as it
were awakened out of a dream, when I faw this region of Prodigies re-
ftored to woods and rivers, fields and meadows. .

Upon the removal of that wild fcene of wonders, which had very
much difturbed my imagination, I took a full furvey of the perfons of
Wir and Truts; for indeed it was impoffible to look upon the firft,
without {eeing the -other at the fame time. There was behind them a
ftrong and compact body of Figures. The genius of Hersick Poetry ap-
peared with a Sword in her hand, and a Lawrel on her head. Tragedy
was crowned with Cyprefs, and covered with robes dipped in blood. Sa-
¢yr had fmiles in her look, and a dagger under her garment. Rbetorick
was known by her Thunderbolt; and Comedy by her Mask. After {eve-
ral other figures, Zpigram marched up in the rear, who had been polted
there at the beginning of the expedition, that he might not revolt to the
enemy, whom he was fufpected to favour in his hearr. I was very much
awed and delighted with the appearance of the God of #7if; there was
fomething fo amiable and yet fo piercing in his looks, as ififpired me at
once with love and terror.  As I was gazinig on him 'to my unfpeakable
Joy, he took a quiver of arrows from his fhoulder, in drder to make me
a prefent of it; but as T was reaching out my hand to receive it of him,
T'knocked it againt a chair, and by that means'awaked.’

N° 68. Friday, May 18.

Nos duo turba fumss-s-—=- ; Ovid.

NE would think that the larger the company is in which we are
cngaged, the greater variety of thoughts and fubje&s would be
{tarted in difcourfe; but inftead of this, we find that Converfati-
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on isnever {o much fireightned and confined as in numerous Affem-
blies. 'When a multitude meet together upon any fubje& of difcourfe,
their debates are taken up chiefly with forms and general pofitions; nay,
if we come into a more contracted Affembly of men and women, the
talk generally runs upon the weather, fathions, news, and the like pub-
lick topicks. In proportion, as converfation gets into Clubs and knots of
friends, it defeends into particulars, and grows more free and communi-
cative: but the moft open, inftruétive, and unreferved difcourfe, is that
which pafes between two perfons who are familiar and intimate friends.
On thefe occalions, a man gives a loofe to every paflion and every thought
that 1s uppermoft, difcovers his moft retired opinions of perfons and
things, tries the beauty and flrength of his fentiments, and expofes his
whole Soul to the examination of his friend.

Tully was the firft who obferved, that friendfhip improves happinefs
and abates mifery, by the doubling of our joy and dividing of our grief;
a thought in which he hath been followed by all the effayers upon friend-
thip, that have written fince his time. Sit Francis Baron has finely de-
fcribed other advantages, or, as he calls them, fruits of friendfhip; and
indeed there is no fubjet of Morality which has been better handled
and more exhaufted than this. Among the feveral fine things which
have been fpoken of it, I fhall beg leave to quote fome out of a very an-
cient Author, whofe book would be regarded by our modern Wits as
one of the moft fhining trafts of Morality that is extant, if it appeared
under the name ofa Confucius, or of any celebrated Grecian Philofopher
I mean the lictle Apocryphal treatife entitled, The /ifiom of the Son of
Sirach. How finely has he defcribed the art of making friends, by an
obliging and affable behaviour? and laid down that precept which a late
excellent Author has delivered as his own, « That we fhould have many
“ well-wifthers, but few friends. Sweet language will multiply friends;
and a fair [peaking tomgue will encreafe kind greetings. Be in peace
with many, neverthele(s have but one counfellor of a theufand. With
what prudence does he caution us in the choice of ourfriends? and with
what {trokes of nature (I could almoft fay of humour) has he deferibed
the behaviour of a treacherous and felf-interefted friend? If ¢hon wonld-
eff get a friend, prove bim firfl, and be not bafly to credit bim: for fome
man is a friend for his own occafion, and will not abide in the day of thy
tronble. And there is a friend who bemng turned to enmity and fleife, will
difiover thy reproach. Again, Some friend is a companion at the table,
and will not continue in the day of thy affliétion: bus in thy Profperity he
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will be as thy felf,and will be bold over thy [ervants. If thou be brought low,
he will be againfl thee, and bide kimfelf from thy face, 'What can be
more ftrong and pointed than the following verfe? Separate thy [elf from
thine enemies, and take beed of thy friends. In the next words he parti-
cularizes one of thofe fruits of friendfhip which is defcribed at length
by the two famous Authors. above-mentioned, and falls into a general elogi-
um of friendfhip, whichis very jult as well as very {ublime. A faithful
friend is.a flroug defence; and he that bath found fuch an one; hath found
a treafure. Nothing doth countervail a faithful friend, and bis excellen-
oy is unvaluable. 4 faithful friend is the medicine of life; and they
that fear the Lord. fhall find him. ¥ bofo feareth the Lord [ball direct
bis friendfbip arights for as be is, [0 Jball bis neighbour (that is his
friend) ée #/6. 1 do not remember to have met with any faying that has
pleafed me more than that of a friend’s being the medicine of life, to
exprels the efficacy of friendfhip in healing the pains and anguifh which
naturally cleave to our exiftence in this world ; and am wonderfully plea-
fed with:the turn in-.the laft fentence, That a virtuous man fhall asa
blefling meet with a friend who is as virtuous as himfelf. There is ano-
ther faying in the fame Author, which would haye been very muchad-
mired in an heathen writer; Forfake not an old friend, for the new is not
comparable to him: A new firiend is as new wine; when it is old thou
fbalt drink it with pleafure. W ith-whar ftrength of allufion, and force of
thought, has he defcribed the breaches and violations of friendfhip? A ho-
[o caffeth a flone at the birds, frayeth them away; and be that upbraideth
his friend, breaketh friend/bip. Though thou draweft a fword at a friend,
yet defpair not, for there may be a returning to favour. If thou haff
opened thy mouth againft thy friend, fear not, for there may be a reconcili-
ation except for upbraiding, o7 pride, or diftlofing of fecrets, or a Erea-
cherous wounds fors for thefé things every friend will depart. We may
obferve in this and feveral other precepts in this Author, thofe little fa-
miliar inftances and iliuftrations which are fo much admired in the mo-
ral writings of Horace and Epidletus.. There are very beautiful inftan-
ces of this nature in the following paflages, which are likewile written
upon the fame fubjet: #Fafo difeovereth fecrets, lofeth bis credit, and
fhail never find a friend to his mind., Love thy friend and be fasthful
anto bim; but if thow bewrayefl bis fecrets, follew no more after bim:
for.as- a man bath defiroyed bis enemy, fo baft thou loft the love of thy
friends as one that Jetteth @ bivd go ot of bis haud, (o haft thou let thy
frzend go, and fhalt not ge him azain, Follow after bim no more, for ,:;f
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is too far off; he is a5 a roe eftaped out of the fuare. As for a wound,
it may be bound up, and after reviling there may be recomciliation; but
be tha bewrayeth fecrets, is Withott hape.

Among the feveral qualifications of a good friend, this wife man has
very juitly fingled out conftancy and faithfulnefs as the principal: to
thefe, others have added virtue, knowledge, difcretion, equality in age
and fortune, and, as Cicero calls ity  smorim _bcumifm, a p]eai'-.mtnufs of
remper. 1f 1 were to give my, opinion upon fuch an exhaufted fubject, I
fhould join to thefe other quaiiﬁcations a certain @quability or evennefs
of behaviour. A man often contra&s a friendfhip with one whom per-
haps he docs not fnd out ’tll after a yeai’s converfation s when on a
fudden fome latent ill humour bieaks out upon him, which he never
difcovered of fufpeéted athis firlt entring into an intimacy with him.
There arc {everal perfons who in fome certain periods of their lives are
inexprellibly agreeable, and in others as odious and deteftable. Martial
has given usa very pretty picture of one of this fpecies in the following
Epigram;

Difficilis, facilis, _,-im:r;m’rf.r, acerbus es iden

Nec tecum polfism vivere, nec [fine te.

In all thy bumours, whetber grave or mellon,

Thowrt [uch a touchy, tefly, pleafant fellow ;

Haft (o much wit, and mirth, and [pleen about thee,

There is no living with thee, nor without thee.
[t is 'very unlucky for a man to be entangled in a friendfhip with one,
who by thefe changes and viciflitudes of humour is fome times amiable
nd {ometimes odious : and as molt men are at fometimes in an admira-
ble frame and difpofition of mind, it {hould be one of the greateft tasks
of wifdom to keep our felves well when we are fo, and never to go out
of that which is the agreeable part of our charaéter.
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