UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of The Right Honourable Joseph Addison, Esq.

In Four Volumes

Addison, Joseph
London, 1721

No 69. Saturday, May 19.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633

548 The SPECTATOR  Nv6o.

Ne69.  Saturday, May 19.

Hic fegetes, illic venmnt felicius uve:

Arbore foetus alibz, atque injuffa virefcunt

Gramina. Nonne vides, croceos ut Timolus odpres,

India mittst ebur, molles fua thura Sabe:?

A Chalybes wuds ferrum, virofague Pontus

Cafiorea, Ehadum palmas Epirus equarum ?

Continuo bas leges wternague fredera certis

Impofisst natura locis-mmmmm-n - Virg,

HERE is no place in the Town which I fo much love to fre-

quent as the Royal Exchange. It gives me a fecret fatisfaétion,

and, in fome meafure, gratifies my vanity, as I am an Eunglifb-
man, to {ee {o rich an aflembly of country-men and foreigners confult-
ing together upon the private bufinefs of mankind, and making this me-
tropolis a Kind of Emporium for the whole Earth. 1 muft confefs I look
upon high-change to be a great council, in which all confiderable nati-
ons have their Reprefentatives. Fa&ors in the trading world are what
Ambafladors are in the politick world ; they negotiate affairs, conclude
treaties, and maintain a good correfpondence between thofe wealthy {o-
cieties of men that are divided from one another by feas and oceans, or
live on the different extremities of a continent. I have often been pleafed
to hear difputes adjufted between an inhabitant of F4pan and an Alder-
man of London, or to fee a fubject of the Great Mognl entring into a
league with one of the Czar of Mufeovy. 1am infinitely delighted in
mixing with thefle feveral minifters of commerce, as they are diftinguifh-
ed by their different walks and different languages: fometimes I am juft-
led among a body of Armenians: fometimes I am loft in 2 crowd of
Jews; and fometimes make one in a groupe of Duschmen. 1 am . a
Dane, Swede, or Frenchman at different times ; or rather fancy my felf
: like
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like the old Philofopher, who upon being asked what country-man he
was, replied, that he was a citizen of the world.

Though I very frequently vifit this bufie multitude of people, I am
known to no body there but my friend Sir ANprEw, Who often {miles
upon me as he fees me buftling in the crowd, but at the {fame time con-
nives at my prefence without taking any further notice of me. 'Ihere
is indeed a merchant of Eg yp¢, who juft knows.me by fight, having for-
merly remitted me fome mony to Grand Caire; butas I am not verfed
in the modern Coptick, our conferences go no further than a. bow and a.
grimace.

This grand fcene of bufinefs gives me an infinite variety of folid and
fubftantial entertainments. As [ am a great lover of mankind, my heart
naturally overflows with pleafure at the fight of a profperous and happy
multitude, infomuch that at many publick folemnities I cannot forbear
exprefling my joy with tears that have ftoln down my cheeks. For this
réafon I'am- wonderfully delighted to fee fuch a body of men thriving in
their own private fortunes, and at the fame time promoting the publick
ftock; or in other words, raifing eftates for their own families, by bring-
ing into their country whatever is wanting, and carrying out of it what-
ever is fuperfluous.

Nature feems to have taken a particular care to diffeminate- her blef-
fings among the different regions of the world, with an eye to this mu-
tual intercourfe and traffick among mankind, that the natives of the fe-
veral parts of the globe might have a kind of dependance upon one ano-
ther, and be united together by their common intereft. Almoft every
Degree produces fomething peculiar toit. Thefood often-grows in one
country, and the fauce in another. The fruits of Portugal are corrected
by the produéts of Barbadoes: the infufion of a China plant fweetned
with the pith of an ITudsan cane. The Philippick-1lands give a flavour
to our Ewropean bowls. The fingle drefs of a woman of quality is often
the produét of an hundred climates. The muff and the fan come toge-
ther from the different ends of the Earth. The fcarf is fent from the
torrid Zone, and the tippet from beneath the pole. The brocade pet-
ticoat rifes out of the mines of “Peru, and the diamond necklace qut of
the bowels of Indoftan.

If we confider our own country in its natural profped, without any
of the benefits and advantages of commerce, what a barren uneomfor-
table fpot of Earth falls to our {hare ! Natural Hiftorians tell us, that no
fruit grows originally among us, befides hips and haws, acorns and pig-

nutts
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nutts, with other delicacies of the like nature; that pur climate of it felf?
and without the affiftances of art, can make no further advances towards
a plumb than te a floe, and carries an apple to no greater a perfeétion
than a crab : that our melons, our peaches, eur figs, our apricots, and cher-
ries, are flrangers among us, imperted in different ages, and naturalized
in our Englifb gardens; and that they would all degenerate and fall away
into the trath of our own ‘country, if they were wholly negleéted by the
planter, and left to the mercy of our fun and foil. Nor has traffick more
enriched our vegetable world, than it has improved the whole face of
nature among us. Qur fhips are laden with the harvett of every Climate;
our tables are flored with fpices, and oils, and wines;* our rooms are fil-
led with Pyramids of China, and adorned with the workmanthip of Fe-
pan: our morning’s-draught comes to us from the remoteit corners of
the Earth: we repair our bodies by the drugs of Admerica, and repofe our
{elves under Indian canopies. My friend Sir ANnprew calls the vine-
yards of France our gardens: the fpice-Iflands our hot-beds: the Pegf-
ans our filk-weavers, and the Chinefe our potters. Nature indeed fur-
nithes us with the bare neceffaries of life, but traffick gives us a great va-
riety of what is ufeful, and at the fame time {upplies us with every thing
that is convenient and ornamental. Nor is it the leaft part of this our
happinefs, that whilft we enjoy the remoteft produéts of the north and
fouth, we are free from thofe extremities of weather which give them
birth; that our eyes are refrefhed ‘with the green fields of Britain, at
the fame time that our palates are feafted with fruits that rife between
the T'ropicks. f

For thefe reafons there are not more ufeful members in a common-
wealth than merchants. - They knit mankind together in a mutual inter-
courfe of good offices, diftribute the gifts of nature, find work for the
poor, and wealth to the rich, and magnificence to the great. Our Lng-
4ifh merchant converts the tin of his own country into gold, and ex-
changes his wooll for rubies. The Mabometans are cloathed in our Bri-
¢i/b manufacture, and the inhabitants of*the frozen zone warmed with
the fleeces of our {heep.

When I have been upon the Change, T have often fancied one of our
old Kings {tanding in perfon, where he is reprefented in efligy, and look-
ing down upon the wealthy concourfe of people with which that place
15 every day filled. In this cafe, how would he be {urprized to hear all
the languages of Europe {poken in this little fpot‘of his former domini-
ons, and to fee fo many private men, who in his time would have:been

the
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the Vafals of fome powerful Baron, negotiating like Princes for greater
{ams of money than were formerly to be met with in the royal treafury!
Trade, without enlarging the Britifb territories, has given us a kind of
additional Empire : It has multiplied the number of the rich, made our
landed Eftates infinitely more valuable than they were formerly, and ad-
ded to them an ‘acceflion of ‘other Eftates as valuable -as the lands
themfelves, .

Ne° 70. Monday, May 21.

Tnterdum vulgns reclum videt. Hor.

and Fables that are come from Father to Son, and are moft

in vogue among the common people of the countries through
which 1 paffed; for it is impof{lible that any thing fhould be univerfally
tafted and approved by a multitude, though they are only the rabble of a
nation, which hath not in it fome peculiar aptnefsto pleafe and gratifie
the mind of man. Human nature is the fame in all reafonable creatures;
and whatever falls in with it, will meet with admirers among{t Readers of
all qualities and conditions. Moliere, as ' we are told by Monfieur Bo:-
Zean, ufed to tead all his Comedies to an old woman who was his Houfe-
keeper, as {he fate with him ar her work by the chimney-corner; and
could foretel the fuccefs of his Play in'the Theatre, from the reception
it met at his fire-fide: for he tells us the Aundience always followed the
old woman, and never failed to laugh in'the fame place.

I know nothing which more fhews the effential and inherent perfection
of fimplicity of thought, above that which I call the Gothick manner 1n
wriiin{:g, thari this; the firft pleafes all kinds of palates, and the latter on-
ly fuch as have formed to themfelves a wrong lartificial tafle upon little
fanciful Authors and writers of Epigram. Homer; Virgil, or Milton, fo far
a5 the Language of their Poems is underftood,will pleafe a Reader of plain
common fenfe, Who would neither relifh nor comprehend an Epigram of

‘Martial, or a Pocm of Cowley: So, on the contrary, an ordinary Song
or

W EIEN I travelled, T took a particular delight in hearing the Songs
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