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the Vafals of fome powerful Baron, negotiating like Princes for greater
{ams of money than were formerly to be met with in the royal treafury!
Trade, without enlarging the Britifb territories, has given us a kind of
additional Empire : It has multiplied the number of the rich, made our
landed Eftates infinitely more valuable than they were formerly, and ad-
ded to them an ‘acceflion of ‘other Eftates as valuable -as the lands
themfelves, .

Ne° 70. Monday, May 21.

Tnterdum vulgns reclum videt. Hor.

and Fables that are come from Father to Son, and are moft

in vogue among the common people of the countries through
which 1 paffed; for it is impof{lible that any thing fhould be univerfally
tafted and approved by a multitude, though they are only the rabble of a
nation, which hath not in it fome peculiar aptnefsto pleafe and gratifie
the mind of man. Human nature is the fame in all reafonable creatures;
and whatever falls in with it, will meet with admirers among{t Readers of
all qualities and conditions. Moliere, as ' we are told by Monfieur Bo:-
Zean, ufed to tead all his Comedies to an old woman who was his Houfe-
keeper, as {he fate with him ar her work by the chimney-corner; and
could foretel the fuccefs of his Play in'the Theatre, from the reception
it met at his fire-fide: for he tells us the Aundience always followed the
old woman, and never failed to laugh in'the fame place.

I know nothing which more fhews the effential and inherent perfection
of fimplicity of thought, above that which I call the Gothick manner 1n
wriiin{:g, thari this; the firft pleafes all kinds of palates, and the latter on-
ly fuch as have formed to themfelves a wrong lartificial tafle upon little
fanciful Authors and writers of Epigram. Homer; Virgil, or Milton, fo far
a5 the Language of their Poems is underftood,will pleafe a Reader of plain
common fenfe, Who would neither relifh nor comprehend an Epigram of

‘Martial, or a Pocm of Cowley: So, on the contrary, an ordinary Song
or

W EIEN I travelled, T took a particular delight in hearing the Songs




or Ballad that is the delight of the common people, cannot fail to pleafe
all fuch Readers as are not unqualified for the entertainment by their
affeftation of Ignorance; and the reafon is plain, becaufe the fame pain-
tings of Nature which recommend it to the moft ordinary Reader, will
appear beautiful to the moft refined.

The old Seng of Chewy-Chafe is the favourite Ballad of the common
people of England, and Ben. Fobnfon ufed to fay he had rather have been
the Author ofit than of all his works. Sir Phslip Siduey in his difcourfe
of Poetry {peaks of it in the following words; I never beard the old Song
of Piercy and Douglas, that I found not my heart more moved than with
a Trumpets and yet it is fung by [ome blind Crowder awith no rougher
voice than rude flile; which being (o evil apparelled in the duft and cob-
web of that uncevil age, what would it work trimmed in the gorgeous elo-
quence of Pindar? For my own part [ am {o profeffed an admirer of this
antiquated Song, that I fhall give my Reader a Critick upon it, without
any further apology for fo doing. :

‘The greateft modern Criticks have laid it down as a rule, That an he-
roick Poem fhould be founded upon fome important precept of Morality,
adapted to the conflitution of the country in which the Poet writes.
Homer and Firgil have formed their plans in this view. As Greece was
a collettion of many Governments, who fuffered very much among them-
felves, and gave the Perflan Emperor, who was their common enemy,
many advantages over them by their mutual jealoufies and animofities,
Homer,in order to eftablith among them an union, which was fo nece{la-
ry for their fafety, grounds his Poem upon the difcords of the {everal
Grecian Princes who were engaged in a confederacy againft an Affatick
Prince, and the feveral advantages which the enemy gained by fuch their
difcords. At the time the Poem we are now treating of was written,
the diflenfions of the Barons, who were then fo many petty Princes, ran
very high, whether they quarrelled among themfelves, or with their neigh-
bours, and produced unfpeakable’ calamities to the country: The Pé:cr,
to deter men from fuch unnatural contentions, defcribes a'bloody battel
and dreadful fcene of death, occafioned by the mutual feuds which reign-
ed in the families of an Englifb and Scotch Nobleman: That he dreﬁgf:cd
this for the inftruétion of his Poem, we may learn from his four laft lines,
in which, after the example of the modern T'ragedians, he draws from it
a precept for the benefit of his Readers.

God
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God fave the King, and blefs the land
In plenty, joy, and peace;

And grant henceforth that foul debate
"Twixt Noblemen may ceafe.

The next point obferved by the greateft heroic Poets, hath been to ce-
lebrate perfons and aétions which do honour to their country: Thus 77r-
g#l’s Hero was the Founder of Rome, Homer’s a Prince of Greece; and
for this reafon Palerius Flaccus and Statius, who were both Romans,
might be juftly derided for having chofen the expedition of the Go/der
Fleece and the wars of Thebes, for the fubjeéts of their Epic writings.

The Poet before us, has not only found out an Hero in his own eoun-
try, but raifes the reputation of it by feveral beautiful incidents. The
Englifh are the firft who rake the field, and the laft who quit it, . The
Engli/b bring only fifteen hundred to the battel, and the Seozeh two thou-
fand. The Engls/b keep the field with fifty three: the Scorch retire
with fifty five: all the reft on each fide being {lain in battel. But the
moft remarkable circumftance of this kind, is the different manner in
which the Scozch and Engli/b Kings receive the news of this fight, and
of the great mens deaths who commanded in it.

This news was brought to Edinburgh,
Where Scotland’s King did reign,
That brave Earl Douglas fuddenly

Was with an arrow flain.

Ob heavy news, King James did fay,
Scotland can witnefs be,

I have not any Captain more
Of fuch account as be.

Like tidings to King Henry came
Within as fbort a fpace,

That Piercy of Northumberland
Was flain in Chevy-Chafe,

Now God be with bim, faid our King,
Sith twill no better be,

I truff I bave within my Realm
Five bundred as good as be.

Vor.lL Bbbb Zer
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Zet fhall not Scot nor Scotland fay
But I will vengeance take,

And be revenged on them all
For brave Lord Piercy's fake.

This Vow full well the King perform’d
Afrer ox Humble-down,

In one day fifty Knights were flain,
With Lords of great renown.

And of the refl of finall account
Did many thoufands dye, &c.

At the fame time that our Poet fhews a laudable partiality to his Coun-
iry-men, he reprefents the Scozs after a manner not unbecoming fo boid
and brave a people.

Ear! Douglas o & milk-white fleed,
Mojt like a Baron bold,

Rode foremoft of the company,
Whofe armonr fhone like Gold.

His {entiments and aions are every way fuitable to an Hero, One of
us two, fays he, muft dye: I am an Farl as well as your felf, fo that you
can have no pretence for refufing the combat: However, fays he, 'tis pi-
ty, and indeed would be a fin, that fo many innocent men fhould perifh
for our fakes, rather let you and I end our quarrel in fingle fight.

Eer thus I will out-braved be,
One of us two fball dye;

I know thee well, an Earl thou art,
Lord Piercy, fo am 1.

But truft me, Piercy, pity it were,
And great offence, to kill

Any of thefe our harmlefs men,
For they have done no ill.

Let thow and I the battel try,
And fet our men afide;

Accurft be be, Lord Piercy faid,
By whom this is deny'd,

When
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When thefe brave men had diftinguithed themfelves in the battel, and
in fingle combat with each other, in the midft of a generous parly, full
of heroic fentiments, the Scozch Earl falls; and with Ins dying words en-
courages his men to revenge his death, reprefenting to them, asthe moft
bitter cxrcumi’mncus of it, that his rival faw him fall.

With that there came an arrow keen
Out of an Englith bow

Which firuck Ear! Douglas to the beart
A decp and deadly blow.

Who never [poke more words than thefe,
Fight on my merry men all,
For why, my life is at an end,
Lord Piercy fées my fall.
Merry Men, in the language of thofe times, 15. no more than a chearful
word for companions and fellow-foldiers. ~ A paffage in the eleventh
book of Virgil's Aneids 1s very much to be admired, where Camilia in
her laft agonies inftead of weeping over the wound fhe had received, as
one might have expeéled from a warrior of her fex, confiders only (like
the Heroe of whom we are now {peaking) how the battel fhould be
continued after her death.

Tum fic expirans, &c.

A gathering mift 0 erclouds her chearful eyess
And from her cheeks the rofie colour flies.

Then turns to her, whom, of ber female tran,
She tr ffﬂr. moft, and thus fhe [peaks with pain.

Acca, tis paft! be fwims before my [fight,
Inexorable deatlh s and claims bis right.

Bear my laft words to Turnus, fly wirh [peed,
And bid him timely to my charge fucceed :
Repel the Trojans, and the Town relieve :
Farewel,
Turnus did not die in fo heroic a manner ; though our Poet feems
to have had his eye upon Tar#us's fpeech in the laft verfe,

Lord Piercy fees my fall.
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Vicifli, et victum tendere palmas
Aufonti videre——-

Earl Piercy’s lamentation over his enemy is generous, beautiful, and
paflionate; I muft only caution the Reader not to let the fimplicity of
the ftile, which one may well pardon in fo old a Poet, prejudice him a~
gainit the greatnefs of the thought.

Then leaving life, Earl Piercy took
The dead man by the hand,

And faid, Earl Douglas for thy life
Would 1 bad loff my land.

O Chrift! my very heart doth bleed
With firrow for thy fake;

For fure a more renowned Kunight
Mifchance did uever take.

That beautiful line, Taking the dead man by the hand will putthe Reader in
mind of Eneas’s behaviour towards Lauxfius, whom he himfelf had flain
as he came to the refcue of his aged father.

At vero ut vnltum vidit morientis, et ora,
Ora modis Anchifiades pallentia miris:
Ingemuit miferans graviter, dextramgue tetendit, &c.

The pious Prince bebeld young Laufus dead;

He griev’d, he wept ; then grafp’d his band, and faid,
Poor baple(s youth! what praifes can be paid

To worth fo great i

I fhall take another opportunity to confider the other parts of this old
Song.

"
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