UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of The Right Honourable Joseph Addison, Esq.

In Four Volumes

Addison, Joseph
London, 1721

No 72. Wednesday, May 23.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53633

Neens, e SR ECT T O°R. 5

|
~

S ——

INe 75, Wednefday, May 23.

~———Grennis 1mmortale manet, multofgue per annos
Stat fortuna domus, et avi numerantur avoram. Virg.

= ¥ AVING already given my Reader an account of feveral extraor-

dinary Clubs both ancient and modern, I did not defign to have

troubled him with any more narratives of this nature; butI have

lately received information of a Club which T can call neither ancient

nor modern, that I dare fay will be no lefs furprifing to my Reader than

it was to my felf; for which reafon I fhall communicate it to the publick
as one of the greateft curiofities in its kind.

A friend of mine complaining of a tradefman who is related to him
after having reprefented him as a very idle worthlefs fellow, who neg-
leéted his family, and {pent moft of his time over a bottle, told me, to
conclude his charaéer, that he was a member of the everiafting Club.
So very odd atitle raifed my curiofity to- enquire into the nature of a
Club that had fuch a founding name ; upon which my friend gave me the
following account.

"_[“HE everlafting Club confifts of a hundred members, who divide the

whole twenty four hours among them ‘in fuch a manner, that the
Club fits day and night from one end of the year to another; no party
prefuming to rife till they are relieved by thofe who are in courfe to {uc-
ceed them. By this means a member of the everlafizng Club never wants
company; for though he is not upon duty himfelf, he is fure to find
{fome who are ; fo that if he be difpofed to take a whet, a nooning, an
evenings draught, or a bottle after midnight, he goes to the Club, and
finds a knot of friends to his mind.

It is'a maxim in this Club that the Steward never dies; for as they fuc-
ceed one another by way of rotation, no man is to quit the great elbow-
chair which ftands at the upper end of the table, till his fucceflor isin a
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readinels to fill it; infomuch that there has not been a Sede vacante in
the memory of man.

This Club was inftituted towards the end (or, as fome of them {ay,
about the middle) of the Civil Wars, and continued without interrupti-
on till the time of the Great Fire, which burnt them out, and difperfed
them for {everal weeks. The Steward at that time maintained his poit
till be had like to have been blown up with a neighbouring houfe, (which
was demolithed 1n order to {top the fire ;) and would not leave the chaijr
at laft, till he had emptied all the bottles upon the table,’ and recei-
ved repeated direftions from the Club to withdraw himfelf. This
Steward is frequently talked of in the Club, and looked upon by every
member of it asa greater man, than the famous Captain mentioned in
my Lord Clarendon, who was burnt in his thip becaufe he would not
quit it without orders. Itis faid that towards the clofe of 1700, being
the great year of Jubilee, the Club had it under confideration whether
they fhould break up or continue their feflion; but after many fpeeches
and debates, it was at length agreed to fit out the other century.. 'This
refolution paffed in a general Club Nemine contradicente.

Having given this thort account of the inftitution and continuation of
the everlafting Club, 1 fhould here endeavour to fay fomething of the
manners and charafters of its feveral members, which I fhall do accord-
ing to the beft light I have received in this matter.

It appears by their books in general, that fince their firft inftitution
they have fmoaked fifty tun of tobacco, drank thirty thoufand butts of
ale, one thoufand hogfheads of red port, two hundred barrels of brandy,
and a kilderkin of {mall beer: there has been likewife a great confumpti-
on of cards. It is alfo faid, that they obferve the law in Ben Fobufon’s
Club, which orders the fire to be always kept in (focus perennis eflo) as
well for the convenience of lighting their pipes, as to cure the dampnefs
of the Club-room. They have an old woman in- the nature of a Veflal,
whofe bufinefs it is to cherifh and perpetuate the fire, which burns from
generation to generation, and has feen the glafs-houfe fires in and out
above an hundred times.

The everiafiing Club treats all other Clubs with an eye of contempt,
and talks even of the Kir-Caf and Oéfober as of a couple of upftarts,
‘Their ordinary difcourfe (as much as I have been able to learn of ir) turns
altogether upon fuch adventures as have paffed in their own affembly; of
members who have taken the glafs in their turps for a week together,
without ftirring-out of the Club; . of others.who have finoaked ap hun-
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dred pipes at a fitting ; of others who have not miffed their morning’s
draught for twenty years together : fometimes they fpeak in raptures of
a run of ale in King Charles’s reign ; and fometimes refleét with altonifh-
ment upon games at whisk, which have been miraculoufly recovered by
members of the fociety, when inall human probability the cafe was de-
{perate.

They delight in feveral old catches, which they fing at all hours to en-
courage one another to moiften their clay, and grow immortal by drink-
ing; with many other edifying exhortations of the like nature.

There are four general Clubs held in a year, at which times they fill
up vacancies, appoint waiters, confirm the old fire-maker, or elect a new
one, {ettle contributions for coals, pipes, tobacco, and other neceffa-
ries.

The {enior member has out-lived the whole Club twice over, and has
been drunk with the grandfathers of fome of the prefent fitting members.

N° 73. Thur[days May 24.
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cemename=() Dea certe ! Virg.

ble of fo many weaknefles and imperfeétions, thould be aétuated by

a love of fame: that vice and ignorance, imperfe&ion and mifery
{liould contend for praife, and endeavour as much as poffible to make them-
felves objetts of admiration.

But notwithftanding man’s effential perfeftion is but very lictle, his
comparative perfection may be very confiderable. Ifhe looks upon him-
felf in an abftraéted light, he has not much to boaft of ; but if he confi-
ders himfelf with regard to others, he may find occafion of glorying, if
not in his own virtues, at leaft in the abfence of another’s imperfections,
This gives a different turn to the refletions of the wife man and the
fool.  The firlt endeavours to thine in himfelf, and the laft to out-fhine
others. The firft is humbled by the fenfe of his own infirmities, the laft
islifted up by the difcovery of thofe whichhe obferves inother men. The

wife

IT is very ftrange to confider, that a creature like man, who is fenfi-
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