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562 The SPECTATOR. N° 7.

fore they go out of her prefence, She asks a queftion of one, tells a
flory to another, glances an ogle upon a third, takes a pinch of {nuff from
the fourth, lets her fan drop by accident to give the fifth an oceafion
of taking it up. In fhort, every one goes away fatisfied with his fuccefs,
and encouraged to renew his Devotions at the fame canonical hour that
day {evennight. _

An Ids! may be undeified by many accidental caufes. Marriage in
particular 6 a kind of counter-Aporhesfis, or a Deification inverted.
When a man becomes familiar with his Goddefs, the quickly fisks into
a woman.

Old age is likewife a great decayer of your Ido/: The truth of it is,
there is not a more unhappy being than a fuperannuated Zdo/, efpecially
when fhe has contradted {uch airs and behaviour as are only - graceful
when her worfhippers are about her:

Confidering therefore that in thefe and many other cafes the Womaz
generally out-lives the fdp/, I muit return to the Moral of this papet,
and defire my fair Readers to give a proper direétion to their pailion for
being admired: In order to which, they mult endeavour to make them-
felves the objeéts of a reafonable and lafling admiration. This is not to
be hoped for from beauty, or drefs, or fafhion, but from thofe inward or-
naments which are not to be defaced, by time or ficknefs, and which ap-
pear moft amiable to thofe who are moft acquainted with them,

N° 74,  Friday, May 25,

memmec Pendent OPera imteryUpta -—--~ Virg.

N my Taft Monday's paper 1 gave fome general inflances of thofe beau-
tiful ftrokes which pleafe the Reader in the old Song of Che-
2y-Chafe; 1 fhall here, according to my promife, be more particular,
and fhew that the fentiments in that Ballad are extremely natural and po-
etical, and full of the majeftick fimplicity which we admire in the great-
ell of the ancient Poets: for which reafon I fhall quote feveral paﬂiagr:ii
of
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of it, in which the thought is altogether the fame with what we meet
in feveral paflages of the Zneid; not that I would infer from thence,
that the Poet (whoever he was) propofed to himfelf any imitation of
thofe paffages, but that he was directed to them in general by the fame
kind of pou':al genius, and by the fame copyings after nature.

Had this old bong béen filled with eplgmmmmml turns and points of
wit, it might perhaps have pleafed the wrong tafte of fome Readers ;
but it would never have become the delight of the common people, nor
have warmed the heart of Sir Philip Sidney like the found of a trum-
pet ; it is only Nature that can have this effeét, and pleafe thofe taftes
which are the moft unprejudiced or the moft refined. I muft however
beg leave to diflent from {o great an authority as that of Sir Pf;:f:p 8id-
wey, in the judgment which he has pafled as to the rude {tile and evil
apparel of this antiquated Songy for there are feveral parts in it where
not only the thought but the language-is-majeftick, and the numbers
fonorous; at lealt, the Apparel is much more gorgeous than m: any of
the Poets made ufe of in Queen EZ/izabeth’s time, as the Reader will
fee in feveral of the following quotations.

What can be greater than either the thought or the expreflion in that
Stanza,

To drive the deer with hound and born
Ear! Piercy took bis way ;
The child may rue that is unborn
The bunting of that day!
This way of confidering the misfortunes which this battel would bring
upon pofterity, not only on thofe who were born immediately after the
battel, and loft their fathers in it, but on thofe alfo who perithed in fu-
ture battels which took their rife from this quarrel of the twe Earls, is
wonderfully beautiful, and conformable to the way of thinking among
the ancient Poets.

Audiet pugnas vitio parentum
Rara juventus. Hor.

What can be more founding and poetical, or refemble more the majeftick
{implicity of the ancients, than the following ftanzas?

The flout Earl of Northumberland
A vow to God did make,

Ceecec a His
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His pleafire in the Scottifh woeds
Three fummer's days to take.

With fifteen hundred bowmen bold,
All chofen men of might,

W ho knew full well, in time of need,
To aim their fbafts aright.

The bounds ran fwiftly thro' the woods
The nimble deer to take,

And with their cries the hills and dales
An Echo fbrill did make.

——Vocat ingenti clamore Citharon

Taygetique canes, domitrixque Epidaurus equorums:
Et vox aflenfu nemorum ingeminata remugit.

Lo, yonder doth Earl Douglas some,
His men in armour bright ;

Fyll twenty bundred Scottith [pears,
All ‘marching in onr fight.

All men of pleafant Tividale,
Faft by the river Tweed, c.

The country of the Scotch warriors, deferibed in thefe two laft verfess
has a fine romantick fituation, and affords a couple of {fmooth words for
verfe. If the Reader compares the foregoing fix lines of the fong with

the following latin verfes, he will fee how much they are written in the
fpirit of Pirgil.

Adverfi campo apparent, haflafque reduitis
Protendunt bongé dextris; et [picula vibrant:
Quigue altum Prenefle virs, quique arva Gabine
Tunonis, gelidumque Anienem, et voféida rivis
Hernica faxa colunt : qui rofea rura Velini,
Qui Tetrice borrentes rupes, montemgue Severum,

Cafperiamaque colunt, Forulofgue et flumen Himelle :
Qui Tiberim Fabarimque bibunt.

But to proceed.

Earl Douglas on & milk-white fleed; _
Moft like a Baren bold, :

Rode
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Rode foremoft of the company,
Whofé armour fhone like gold.

Turnus ut antevolans tardum praceflerat agmen, e
Vidifti, quo Turnus equo, quibus ibat in armis
Aureus

Our Englith archers bent their bows,
Their bearts were good and true;

At the firft flight of arrows fént,
Full threeftore Scots they flew.

They clos’d full faft on ev'ry fide,
No flacknefs there was found ;

And many a gallant Gentleman
Lay gafping on the ground.

With that there came an arrow kees
Out of an Englith bow,

Which ftruck Earl Douglas fo the hears
A deep and deadly blow.

Eneas was wounded after the fame manner by an unknown hand in the
midft of a parly.

Has inter voces, media inter talia verba,
Ecce-uviro flridens alis allapfa fagitta eff,
Incertum qud pulfa mans

But of all the defcriptive parts of this fong; there are none more beauti-
ful than the four following ftanzas, which have a great force and 1ipirit in
them, and are filled with very natural circumftances. The thought in
the third ftanza was never touched by any other Poet, and is fuch an one
as would have fhined in Homer or in Firgil,

So thus did both thefe Nobles dye;
Whofe courage none could flain:

An Englith archer then perceiv'd
The noble Earl was flain.

Ee bad a bow bent in bis band,
Made of a trufly tree,

An arrow of a cloth-yard long
Unto the head drew be.

Againft
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Againfl §ir Hugh Montgomery
So right his [baft he fet,

The grey-goofe wing that was thereon
In bis beart-blood was wet.

This fight did laft from break of day
Tili fetting of the fum;

For when they rung the evening bell
The bartle fcarce was dowe.

One may obferve likewife, that in the catalogue of the flain the Author
has followed the example of the greateft aneient Poets, not only'in giving
a long lift of the dead, but by diverfifying it with little chara@ers of
particular perfons,

And with Earl Douglas there was Slain
§zr Hugh Montgomery,

87 Charles Carrel, zhat from the Jreld
One foot would never fly :

§ir Charles Murrel of Ratcliff #os,
His fifter’s fon was be;

§3r David Lamb, 1o well effeern’ d,
Tet faved could not be.

The familiar found in thefe names deflroys the majefty of ‘the defcription 3
for this reafon I do not mention this part of the Poem but to fhew the

natural caft of thoughr which appears in it, as the two laft verfes look
almoft like a tranflation of Firgis

Cadit et Riphens juftifimus unus

Dui fuit in Teucris er Servantifimus equi,
Diis aliter vifium eft

In the catalogue of the Englifb who fell, Witherington's behaviour is in
the fame manner particularized very artfully, as the Reader is prepared
for it by that ;account which is given of him in the beginning of the
battel; though I am fatisfed your little buffoon Readers (Who have feen
that paflage ridiculed in Hudibras) will not be able to take the beauty of
itz for which reafonT dare not fo much as quote it.

Then flept a gallant S, quire forth,
Witherington was bis name,

W he
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Who faid, I wonld not have it told
To Henry our King for [fbaime,

That eer my Captain fought on foor
And I flood looking on.
We meet with the fame heroick fentiment in Pirgil

Nonr pudet, O Rutuli, cunitis pro talibus unam
Objettare animam? numerone an viribus zquz
Non fimus 4

What can be more natural or more moving, than the circumftances in
which he defcribes the behaviour of thofe women who had loft their
husbands on this fatal day ?
Next day did many widows come,
Their husbands i0. bewail s
They wafb'd their wounds in brinifb tears,
But all would not prevail.

Their bodies bath'd in purple blood,
T hey bove with them away:

They kifd them dead a thoufand times,
When they were clad in clay.

Thus we fee how the thoughts of this Poem, which naturally arife from
the fubje@, are always fimple, and fometimes exquifitely noble ; that the
language is often very {founding, and that the whole is written with a true
poetical {pirit.

If this Song had been written in the Gozhick manner, which is the de-
light of all our little Wits, whether writers or readers, it would not
have hit the Tafte of {fo many ages, and have pleafed the Readers of all
ranks and conditions. I fhall only beg pardon fer fuch a profufion of La-
tin quotations ; which Tihould not have made ufe of, but that 1 feared
my own judgment would have looked too fingular on fuch a fubject, had
not I fupported it by the pratice and autherity of Firgs/.

Saturday,
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