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568 The SPECTATOR N-81:

IN° 81. Saturday, fune 2.

—

c@maﬁx ub: audito venantum murmuyre IEgﬂ]s
Horrurt in maculas ==~ Statius.

BOUT the middle of laft winterI went tofee an Opera at the Theatre
in the Hay-market, where I could not but take notice of two par-
ties of very fine women, that had placed themfelves in the oppofite

fide-boxes, and feemed drawn up in a kind of battle-array one againft ano-
ther. Aftera fhort furvey of them, I found they were Patched differently;
the faces,on one hand, being fpotted on the right fide of the forehead, and
thofe upon the other on the left: T quickly perceived that they caft ho-
flile glances upon one another; and that their patches were placed in
thofe different fituations, as party-fignals to diftinguifh friends from foes.
In the middle-boxes, between thefe two oppofite bodies, were feveral
Ladies who patched indifferently on both fides of their faces, and feemed
to fit there with no other intention but to fee the Opera. Upon enqui-
ry I found, that the body of Amazons on my right hand were Whigs,
and thofe on my left, Tories: and that thofe who had placed themfelves
in the middle-boxes were a neutral party, whofe faces had not yet de-
clared themfelves. " Thefe 1aft, however, as T afterwards found, dimini-
fhed daily, and took their party with one fide or the other: infomuch
that T obferved in feveral of them, the patches, which were before dif
perfed equally, are now all gone over to the Whig or Tory fide of the
tace. The cenforious fay, that the men whofe hearts are aimed at, are
very often the occafions that one part of the face is thus dithonoured,and
lies under a kind of difgrace,while the other is fo much fet off and ador-
ned by the owner ; and that the Patches turn to the right or ro the left,
according to the principles of the man who is moft in favour. But what-
ever may be the motives of a few fantaftical Coquettes, who do not Patch
for the publick good fo much as for their own private advantage, it is
certain, that there are feveral women of honour who Patch out of prin-
ciple, and with an eye to the intereft of their country. Nay, I am in-

formed
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formed that fome of them adhere fo ftedfaftly to their party, and are fo
far from facrificing their zeal for the publick to their paflion for any par-
ticular perfon, that in a late draught of marriage-articles a Lady has fli-
pulated with her husband, that whatever his opinions are, fhe fhall be at
liberty to patch on which fide fhe pleafes.

I muft here take notice, that Refalinda, a famous Whig partizan, has
moft unfortunately a very beautiful mole on the Tory part of her fore-
head; which being very confpicuous, has occafioned many miftakes, and
given an handle to her enemies to mifreprefent her face, as though it
had revolted from the whig intereft. But, whatever this natural patch
may feem to infinuate, it is well known that her notions of Government
are ftill the fame. This unlucky mole, however, has mif-led feveral cox-
combs; and like the hanging out of falfe colours, made fome of them con-
verfe with Rofalinda in what they thought the {pirit of her party, when en
a fudden fhe has given them an unexpetted fire, that has funk them all
at once: I Rofatizdeis unfortunaté in her mole, Nigranilla is as un-
happy in a pimple, which forces her, againit her inclinations, to patch on
the whig fide.

I am told that many virtuous matrons, who formerly have been taught
to believe that this artificial {potting of the face was unlawful, are now
reconciled by a zeal for their caufe, to what they could not be promp-
ted by a concern for their beauty. ‘This way of declaring war upon one
another, puts me in mind of what is reported of the Tygrefs, that feve-
ral fpotsrife in her skin when fhe is angry; or as Mr. Cow/ley has imita-
ted the verfes that {tand as the Motto of this paper,

—— She fiwells with angry pride,
And calls forth all ber [pots on ev'ry fide.

When I was in the Theatre the time above-mentioned, I had the cu
riofity to count the Patches on both fides, and found the Tory Patches
to be about twenty ftronger than the Whig; but to make amends for
this fmall inequality, I the next morning found the whole Puppet-thew
filled with faces fpotted after the Whiggifth manner. Whether or no the
Ladies had retreated hither in order to rally their forces, I cannot tell;
but the next night they came in fo great a body to the Opera, that they
out-numbered the enemy.

This account of Party-patches will, I am afraid, appear improbable to
thofe who live at a diftance from the fathionable world ; but as it is a di-
{tinétion of a very fingular nature, and what perhaps may never meet
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with a parallel, I think I fhould not have difcharged the office of a faith-
ful SpEcTtAaTOR, had I not recorded it.

I have, in former papers, endeavoured to expofe this Party-rage in wo-
men, as it only ferves to aggravate the hatred and animofities that reign
among men, and in a great meafure deprives the Fair fex of thofe pecu-
liar charms with which nature has endowed them.

When the Romans and Sabines were at war, and juft upon the point of
giving battel, the women who were allied to both of them; nterpofed
with fo many tears and intreaties, that they prevented the mutual {laugh-
ter which threatned both parties, and united them together in a firm and
lafting peace.

I would recommend this noble example to our Bririfb Ladies, at atime
when their country is torn with {o many unnatural divifions, that if they
continue, it will be a misfortune to be born init. The Greeks thought
it fo improper for women to intereft themfelves in competitions and
contentions, that for this reafon, among others, they forbad them, under
pain of death, to be prefent at the Olympick games, notwithﬂanding thefe
were the publick diverfions of all Greece.

As our Englifb women excel thofe of all nations in beauty, they thould
endeavour to outfhine them in all other accomplifhments proper to the
fex, and to diftinguith themfelves as tender mothers and faithful wives,
rather than as furious partizans. Female vertues are of a domeftick turn.
The family is the proper province for private women to fhine in. If
they muft be fhewing their zeal for the publick, let it not be againft
thofe who are perhaps of the fame family, or at leaft of the fame religi-
on or nation, but againft thofe who are the open, profeffed, undoubted
enemies of their faith, liberty and country. When the Romars were
prefled with a foreign enemy, the Ladies voluntarily contributed all their
rings and jewels to aflift the Government under the publick exigence,
which appeared fo laudable an aétion in the eyes of their countrymen,
that from thenceforth it was permitted by a law to pronounce publick
orations at the funeral of a woman in praife of the deceafed perfon, which
till that time was peculiar to men. Would our Exuglifh Ladies, inftead
of {ticking on a patch againft thofe of their own country, fhew themfelves
fo truly publick-fpirited as to facrifice every one her necklace againit
the common enemy, what decrees ought not to be made in favour of
them?

Since I am recolle@ing wpon this fubje& fuch paffages as occur to my
memory out of ancient Authors, I cannot omit a fentence in the cele-

brated
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brated funeral oration of Pericles, which he made in honour of thofe
brave Athenians that were flain in a fight with the Lacedemonians.
After having addrefled himfelf to the feveral ranks and orders of his
countrymen, and fhewn them how they fhould behave themfelves in the
publick caufe, he tusns to the female part of his audience; “ And as for
« you (fays he) I fhall advife you in very few words: Afpire only to thofe
« virtues that are peeuliar to your fex; follow your natural modefty, and
« think it your greateft commendation not to be talked of one way or
“ other.

IN° 83. Tue[day, Fune 5.

------- Animum picura pafest inani. Virg.

HEN the weather hinders me from taking my diverfions with-

out doors, I frequently make a little party with two or three

fele& friends, to vifit any thing curious that may be feen under
covert. My principal entertainments of this nature are pi¢tures, info-
much that when I have found the weather fet in to be very bad, I have
taken a whole day’s journey to fee a gallery that is furnifhed by the hands
of great mafters. By this means, when the Heavens are filled with
clouds, when the Earth fwims in rain, and all Nature wears a lowering
countenance, I withdraw my felf from thefe uncomfortable fcenes into
the vifionary worlds of art; where I meet with ﬂ}iqing landskips, gilded
triumphs, beautiful faces, and all thofe other objct’tg that fill the mind
with gay Ideas, and difperfe that gloominefs which is apt to hang upon
it in thofe dark difconfolate {eafons.

[ was fome weeks ago in a courfe of thefe diverfions ; which had ra-
ken fuch an entire poffeflion of my imagination, that they formed in it a
fhort morning’s dream, which I fhall communicate to my Reader, rather
a5 the firft sketch and outlines of a vifion, than as a finifhed piece.

[ dreamt that I was admitted into a long fpacious gallery, which had
one fide covered with pieces of all the famous painters who are .now li-
ving, and the other with the works of the greatelt mafters that are dead.
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