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sy The SPECTATOR. N8s

on the face of this ancient workman, and immediately, by the long lock
of hair upon his forehead, difcovered him to be Timg.

Whether it were becaufe the thread of my dream was at an end, I can-
not tell, but upon my taking a furvey of this imaginary old man, my fleep
left me. - :

N° 8s.  Thurfday, Fune .

Interdum [peciofa Ipcis, moratague relte
Fabula nullius Veneris, fine poudere et arte,
Valdius oblettar lz’mffffm;;a, .';;.:'J}xg/'?ﬂf oraluy,

Quam verfus inopes revam, nugeque canore. Hor,

T is the cuftom of the Mabomerans, if they fee any printed or writ-

ten paper upon the ground, to take it up and lay it afide carefully,

as not knowing but it may contain fome piece of their Alcoran. |
muit confefs I have fo much of the Muffudman in me, that I cannot for-
bear looking into every printed paper which comes in my way, under
what{oever defpicable circumftances it may appear: for as no mortal Au-
thor, in the ordinary fate and viciflitude of things, knows to what ufe
his works may, fome time or other, be applied, a man may often meet
with very celebrated names in a paper of robacco. | have lighted my
pipe more than once with the writings of a Prelate; and know, 4 friend
of mine, who, for thefe feveral years, has converted the Effays of a2 man
of quality into a kind of fringe for his candlefticks: I remember in
particular, after having read over a Poem of an eminent Author on 2
victory, I met with feveral fragments of it upon the next rejoycing day,
which had been employed in fquibs and crackers, and by that means ce.
lebrated its fubjeét in'a double capacity. I once met with a page of
Mr. Baxter under a Chrifimas Pye. Whether or no the paftry-cook had
made ufe of it through chance or waggery, for the defence of that fuper-
ftitious FZande, Tknow not; but upon the perufal of it, I conceived fo

good an Idea of the Author’s piety, that I bought the whole book. I
have
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have often profited by thefe accidental readings, and have {ometimes
found very curious pieces, that are either out of print, or not to be met
with in the fhops of our Lozdon bookiellers. For this realon, when my
friends take a furvey of my library, they are very much furprized to find,
upon the fhelf of folios, two long band-boxes {tanding upright among
my books, till I let them fee that they are both of them lined with deep
erudition and abftrufe literature. I might likewife mention a paper Kkite,
from which I have received great improvement ; and a hat-cafe, which [
would not exchange for all the beavers in Great-Britain. 'This my in-
quifitive temper, or rather impertinent humour of prying into all forts of
writing, with my natural averfion to loquacity, gives me a good deal of
employment when I enter any houfe in the country; for I cannot for my
heart leave a room, before Ihave thoroughly ftudied the walls of it, and
examined the feveral printed papers which are ufually pafted upon them.
The lat piece that I met with upon this occafion, gave me a moft ex-
quifite pleatare. 'Mrﬁ'efdﬂmrnm not {erious, when 1 acquaint
him that the piece I am going to {peak of was the old Ballad of the Tw

Children in the Wosd, which is one of the darling Songs of the common

people, and has been the delight of moft ZEnglifbmen in fome part of

their age. s _
This Seng is a plain fimple copy of mature, deftitute of all the helps

and ornaments of art. The tale of it is a pretty tragical flory, and pleales
for no other reafon but becaufe it is a copy of nature. There: 15 even
a defpicable fimplicity in the verfe ; and yet, becanfe the fentiments ap-
pear genuine and unaflected, they are able to move the mind of the moit
polite Reader with inward meltings of humanity and compaflion. The
incidents grow out of the {ubjeét, and are fuch as are the moft proper to
excite pity; for which reafon the whole narration has fomething in it
very moving, notwithftanding the Author of it (whoever he was) has de-
livered it in fuch an abjeét phrafe and poornefs of expreflion, that the
quoting any part of it would look like a defign of turning it into ridi-
cule. But though the language is mean, the thoughts, as I have before
faid, from one end to the other are natural, and therefore cannot fail to
pleafe thofe who are not judges of language, or thofe who, notwith{tand-
ing they are judges of language, have a true and unprejudiced tafte of
nature.  ‘The condition, fpeech, and behaviour of the dying parents,
with the age, innocence, and diftrefs of the children, are fet forth in
fuch tender circumftances, that it is impoflible for a Reader of common
humanity not to be affefted with them. As for the circumftance of the

Robin-
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Robin-red-breafl, 1t is indeed a little poetical ornament; and to thew the
genius of the Author amidft ali his fimplicity, it is juft the fame kind of
fition which one of the greateft of the Lazin Poets has made ufe of up-
on a parallel occafion; I mean thar paffage in Horace, where he defcribes
himfelf when he was a child, fallen afleep in a defart wood, and covered
with leaves by the Turtles that took pity on him.

Me fabulofe Vulture in Appuls,
Altricis extra limen Apylie,
Ludo fatigatumgue fomno
Fronde novd puerum palumbes
Texere

I have heard that the late Lord Dor/féz, who had the greateft wit tem-
ipered with the greateft candour, and was one of the fineft Criticks as
well as the beft Poets, of his age, had a numerous colle&ion of old Eng-
/i/b Ballads, and took a particular pleafurc in the rcading of them. Ican
affirm the fame of Mr. Dryden, and know feveral of the moft refined
writers of our prefent age who are of the fame humour.,

I might likewife refer my Reader to Moliere’s thoughts on this fub-
iect, as he has exprefled them in the chara&er of the Mifanthrepe s but
thofe only who are endowed with a true greatnefs of Soul and Genius,
can diveft themfelves of the little Images of Ridicule, and admire na-
ture in her fimplicity and nakednefs. As for the little conceited Wits
of the age, who can only fhew their judgment by finding fault, they can-
not be fuppofed to admirethefe producions which have nothing to re-
commend them but the beauties of nature, when they do not know how
to relifh even thofe compofitions that, with all the beauties of Nature,
have alfo the additional advantages of Art.
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