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IN° 86. The SPECTATOR 877

N 86.  Friday, Ffune 8.

Heu quam difficile eft crimen non prodere vulin ! Ovid.

HERE are feveral Arts which all men are in fome meafure ma-

I fters of, without having been at the pains of learning them. E-

very one that fpeaks or reafons is a Grammarian and a Logician,
though he may be wholly unacquainted with the rules of Grammar or
Logick, as they are delivered in books and {yftems. In the fame man-
ner, cvew"onﬂs—nrﬁme‘ﬂ?g_rém'ffer of that Art Which is generally
diftinguifhed by the name of Phyfiognomy; and naturally forms to him-
{elf the chara&er or fortune of a firanger, from the features and linea-
ments of his face. We are no foener prefented to any one we never
faw before, but we are immediately ftruck with the idea of a proud, a
referved, an affable, or a good-natured man; and upon our firft going in-
to a company of ftrangers, our benevolence or averfion, awe or contempt,
rifes naturally towards feveral particular perfons, before we have heard
them fpeak a fingle word, or fo much as know who they are.

Every paflion gives a particular caft to the countenance, and is apt to
difcover it felf in fome feature or other. I have feen an eye curfe for
half an hour together, and an eye-brow call 2 man fcoundrel. Nothing
is more common than for lovers to complain, refent, languifh, defpair, and
die, in dumb fhow. For my own part, | am fo apt to frame a notion
of every man’s humour or circumftances by his looks, that I have fome-
times employed my felf from Charing-Crofs to the Royal-Exchange in
drawing the chara&ers of thofe who have pafled by me. When I {ee a
man with a four rivel'd face, I cannot forbear pitying his wife; and
when I meet with an open ingenuous countenance, think en the happi-
nels of his friends, his family, and relations.

1 cannot recolleét the Author of a famous faying to a ftranger who
ftood filent in his company, Speak that I may fee thee: But, with {ub-
miflion, 1 think we may be better known by our looks than by our words,
and that a man’s fpeech is much more eafily difguifed than his courte-

Vou. IL feee hance.
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nance. In this cafe, however, I think the air of the whole face 15 much
more expreflive than the lines of it: the truth of itis, the air is generai-
ly nothing elfe but the inward difpofition of the mind made vifible.
Thofe who have eftablithed Phyfiognomy into an art, and laid down
roles of judging mens tempers by their faces, have regarded the features
much more than the air. Martial has a pretty Epigram on this fubject.

Crine ruber, niger ore, brevis pede, lumine lefus;
Rem magnam preftas, Zoile, fi bonus es.

Thy beard and bead are of a different dies

Short of one foot, difforted in an eye:

With all thefe tokens of a knave compleat,

Should’ [t thow be boneft, thow'rt a dev'lifb cheat. :

[ have feen a very ingenious Author on this fubjett, who founds his
fpeculations-on the {uppofition, that as a man hath in the mould of his
face a remote likenefs to that of an Ox, a Sheep, a Lion, an Hog, or
any other creature; he hath the {fame refemblance in the frame of his
mind, and is fubjeét to-thofe paflions which are predominant in the crea-
ture that appears in his countenance. = Accordingly he gives.the prints of
feveral faces that are of a different mould, and by a little over-charging
the likenefs, difcovers the figures of thefe {everal kinds. of brutal faces
in human features. I remember in the life of the famous Prince of Cox-
de the writer obferves, the face of that Prince was like the face of an
Eagle, and that the Prince was very well pleafed to be told fo. In this
cafe therefore we may be fure, that he bad in his mind fome general im-
plicit notion of this art of Phyfiognomy which I haye jult now mentio-
ned; and that when his Courtiers told him his face was made like an
Eagle’s, he underftood them in the fame manner as if they had told him,
there was fomething in his looks which thewed him to be {trong, altive,
piercing, and of aroyal defcent. Whether or no the different motions
of the animal {pirits in different paffions, may have any effect on the mould
of the fac, when the lincaments are pliable and tender, or whether the
fame kind of fouls require the fame kind of habitations, I fhall leave to
the confideration of the curious. In the mean time I think nothing
can be more glorious than for a man to give the lie to his face, and to
be an honeft, jufl, good-natured man, in fpite of all thofe marks and
fignatures which nature feems to have fet upon him for the contrary.
"This very often happens among thofe, who inftead of being exafpera;i
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ted by their own looks, or enyying the looks of others, apply them-
felves entirely to the cultivating of their minds, and getting thofe beau-
ties which are more lafting, and more ornamental. 1 have feen many
an amiable piece of deformity; and have obferved a certain chearfulnefs
in as bad a fyftem of features as ever was clapped together, which hath
appeared more lovely than all the blooming charms of an infolent beauty-
There is a double praife due to virtue, when it is lodged in a body that
feems to have been prepared for the reception of vice; in many fuch
cafes the foul and the body do not icem to be fellows.

Socrates was an extraordinary inflance of this Nature. There chanced
to be a great Phyfiognomift in his time at Athens, who had made firange
difcoveries of mens tempers and inclinations by their outward appear-

! ances. JSocrates’s difciples, that they might put this Artift to the tryal, {
carried him to their maiter, whom he had never feen before, and did
not know he was then in company with him. After a fhort examination

R ——— 1

of his-face;-the Phyfiognomift pronounced him the moit lewd, libidinous, {
drunken old fellow thathe had ever met with in his whole life. Upon !
which the difciples all burft out a laughing, as thinking they had deteéted ;

% the falfhood and vanity of his art. But Socrates told them, that the prin- !
ciples of his art:might be very true, not withftanding his prefent miftake {[
for that he himfelf was naturally inclined to thofe particular vices which I
the Phyfiognomift had difcovered in his countenance, but that he had g
conquered. the ftrong difpofitions he was born with by the dittates of ',
Philofophy.

We are indeed told by an ancient Author, that Sgcrates very much re- ,
{embled Silenns in his face; which we find to have been very rightly f
obferved from the ftatues and bufts of both, that are ftill extant ; as well I
as on feveral antique feals and precious flones, which are frequently e- i
nough to be met with in the cabinets of the curious. ~ But however ob- |

fervations. of this nature may fometimes hold, a wife man fhould be par- |
ticularly cautious how he gives credit to a man’s outward appearance. !
[t is an irreparable injufticeé we are guilty of towards one another, when .
we are prejudiced by the looks and features of thofe whom we do not [
know. How often do we conceive hatred againit a perfon of worth, or -
fancy a man to be proud-and ill-natnred by his afpet, whom we think i'
we cannot efteem too much when we are acquainted with his real cha- :
rafter? Dr. Moore, in his admirable fyftem of ethicks, reckons this par-

tieular inclination to take a prejudice againft aman for his looks, among

the fmaller vices in morality, and, if I.remember, gives it the name of ai

Profopolepfia.
Eece 2 Tuefday, !
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