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N 89. Tuefday, Fune 12,

—menm=Peiste hinc Juvenefgue Senefqne

Finem animo certum, miferifque viatica canis.

Cras hoc fiet. Idem cras fiet, Quid? quafi magnum
WNempe diem donas; fed cam lnx aliera ventt,

Jam cras beflernum confumpfimus ; ecce alind cras
Egerit hos annos, et femper panlum erir ulira.
Nawm quamvis prope e, guamvis temone fub usio

Vertentem [efe frufiva fectabere canthum, Per.

S my correfpondents upon the {ubjeét of love are VEry numerous,
it is my defign, if poffible, to range them under fevers] heads,
and addrefs my felf to them at different times, The firft branch

of them, to whofe fervice I fhall dedicate this paper, are thofe that haye
to do with women of dilatory tempers, who are for fpinning out the
time of courtthip to an immoderate length, without being able either to
clofe with their lovers, or to difmifs them. 1 have many letters by me
filled with complaints againdt this fort of women. In one of them no lefs
a man than a brother of the coiff tells me, that he began his fuit Ficefi
mo nono Caroli fecundi before he had been a twelve-month at the Tem.
Ple s that he profecuted it for many years after he was called to the Bar;
that at prefent he is a Serjeant at Law; and notwithitanding he hoped
that matters would have been long fince brought to an iflue, the fair one
ftill demurrs. 1 am fo well pleafed with this Gentleman’s Phrafe, that 1
{hall diftinguifh this feét of women by the title of Demurrers. | find
by another letter from one that calls himfelf Ziyrfis, that his miftrefs has
been demurring above thefe feven years, But among all my Plainiff; of
this nature, I moft pity the unfortunate Philander, a man of 3 conflan;
paflion and plentiful fortune, who fets forth that the timorous and irre.
folute §y/via has demurred till fhe is pait child- bearing. Strephon appears

by
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by his letter to be a very cholerick lover, and irrevocably {mitten with
one that demurrs out of felf-intereft. He tells me with great paflion that
fhe has bubbled him out of his youth; that fhe drilled him on to five and
fifty, and that he verily believes fhe will drop him in his old age if fhe
can find her account in another. I fhall conclude this narrative with a let-
ter from honeft Sasm. HorewELL, a very pleafant fellow, who it feems
has at laft married a Demurrer : 1 muft only premife, that Sam. who isa
very good bottle-companion, has been the diverfion of his friends, upon
account of his paffion, ever fince the year one thoufand fix hundred and

eighty one.

Dear Sir,

cc Y OU know very well my paflion for Mys. Martha,and what a dance ]
¢ {he has led me: the took me out at the age of two and twen- i

¢ ty, and dedgedes,_l_have loved her till fhe is i

« grown a5 gray ? s—and am with much ado become the mafter of

« her perfon, fuch as it is at prefent. She is however in my eye a very

« charming old woman, We often lament that we did not marry foon-

« er, but fhe has no body to blame for it but her felf: You know very !

« well that fhe would never think of me whillt fhe had a tooth in her f

« head. Ihave put the date of my paflion (Awno Amoris trigefimo pri- ]

« o) initead of a pofie, on my wedding-ring. I expeé you fhould fend

« me a congratulatory letter, or, if you pleafe, an Epithalamium, upon

« this eccafion.

Mys, Martha's and yours eternally,

Sam, HorEwELL. ;

In order to banifh an evil out of the world, that does not only pro-
duce great uncafinefs to private perfons, but has alfo a very bad influence
on-the publick, I fhall endeavour to fhew the folly of Demurring from
rwo or three refle¢tions, which 1 earneftly recommend to the thoughts of
mv fair Readers.

Firft of all I would have them ferioufly think on the fhortnefs of their
time. Life is notlong enotigh for a Coquette to play all her tricksin, A
timorous woman drops into her grave before the has done deliberating.
W ere the age of man the fame that it was before the floed, a Lady might
facrifice half a century to a fertiple, and be two or three ages in demur-

ring. Had fhe nine hundred years good, fhe might hold out to the con- 1%
verfion of the Fews before fhe thought fit to be prevailed upon. But, !
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alas! fhe ought to play her part in hafte, when fhe confiders that fhe is
fuddenly to quit the ftage, and make room for others.

In the fecond place, I would defire my female Readers to confider,
that as the term of life is fhort, that of beauty 1s much fhorter. The
fineft skin wrinkles in a few years, and lofes the {trength of its colouring
fo foon, that we have fearce time to admirc it. 1 might embellith this
fubject with rofes and rain-bows, ‘and feveral other ingenious cenceits,
which I may poflibly referve for another opportunity.

There 1s a third confideration which I would likewife recommend to
a Demurrer, and that is the great danger of her falling in love when fhe
is about threelcore, if fhe cannot fatisie her doubts and fcruples before
that time. There is akind of Jesrer fpring, that fometimes gets into the
blood of an old' woman, and turns her into a very odd fort of an animal,
I'would therefore have the Demurrer confider what a ftrange figure fhe
will make, if fhe chances to get over all difficulties, and comes to a final
refolution, in that unfeafonable part of her lite.

I'would not however be underftood, by any thing I have here faid, to
difcourage that natural modefty in the fex, which renders a retreat from
the firft approaches of a lover both fathionable and graceful; all that I in-
tend, is, to advife them, when they are prompted by reafon and inclina--
tion, ‘to demurr only out of form, and fo far as decency -requires. | A
virtuous woman fhould rejeét the firft offer of marriage, as a good ‘man
does that of a Bifhoprick ; but I would advife neither the one nor. the
other to perfift in refufing what they fecretly approve. 1. would in this
particular propofe the example of Eve to all her daughters, as Milton
has reprefented her in the following paffage, which I cannot forbear tran-
{cribing entire, though only the twelve laft lines are to my prefent purpofe.

The rib he form'd and fafbion’d with bis hands ;
Under bis forming bands a creature grew,
Manlike, but diff'rvent fex, fo lovely fair,

That what feem'd fair in ald the world, feem'd now
Mean, or in ber fumm'd up, in ber contain'd;
And in ber looks, which from that time infus'd
Sweetne(s into my beart unfelt before,

And into all things from ber air infpir'd

The [pirit of love and amorous delight.

She difappear'd, and left me dark; I wakd
To find ber, or for ever to deplore

Her
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Her lofe; and other pleafures all abjure:

W hen out of hope, bebold ber, not far off;
Such as I faw her in my dream, adorn'd
With what all earth or beaven could beflow
To make her amiable. On [be came,

Led by ber heav'nly Maker, though unfeen,
And guided by bis voice, nor uninform'd

Of nuptial fanctity and marriage rites:
Grace was in all her fleps, beav'n n ber eye,
In every gefture dignity and love.

I overjoy'd, could not forbear aloud.

This turn bhath made amends; thow hafl fulfill'd
Thy words, Creator bounteous and benign,
Giver of all things fair, but faireft this
Of all thy gifes, nor envieff. I now fee
Bowe-of -wy—bones—fictirof mmy Jiefh my JeIf... ..

She beard me thus, and the’ divinely brought,
Tet innocence and virgin modefty,

Her virtue and the confcience of her worth,

That would be woo'd, and not unfought be won,
Not obvious, not obtrufive, but retir'd

The more defirable, or to fay all,

Nature ber [elf, though pure of [inful thought,
Wrought in her [0, that [eeing me fhe turn'd:

I follow'd ber: She what was honour knew,

And with obfequions majefly approv’d

My pleaded reafon. To the nuptial bow'r

I led ber blufbing like the morn

The End of the Second Volume.
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