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L. General divifion of the following difcourfe, with regard to Pagan and
Jewith Authors, who mention particulars relating to our Saviour.

H. Not probable that any fuch fhould be mentioned by Pagan writers who
Tvedimtinl e fame time, from the nature of fuch tranfaitions.

1§58 f_-,'J{,-."‘m:.r'zH'{y when related by the Jews:

IV. And heard at a diftance by thofe who pretended to as great miracles
as their owin.

V. Befides that, no Pagan writers of that age lived in Judea or #s Con
fines,

VL. And becaufe many books of that age are lofl.

VII. An inflance of one :.'m?dprwed t0 be authentick.

VII. 4 fecond record of probable, though not undoubted, autlhority.

Vou. IV. Bbbb . THAT




the fubje@t under our confideration, and
methodize the feveral particulars that [
touched upon in difcourfe with you; I
fhall firft take notice of fuch Pagan Authors,
as have given their teftimony to the hiftory
of our Saviour; reduce thefe Authors un-
der their refpective claffes, and fhew what
authority their teflimonies carry with them.
Secondly, I fhall take notice of Yewifh Au-
thors in the fame light.

II. There are many reafons, why you fhould not expe& that matters of
fuch a wonderful nature fhould be taken notice of by thofe eminent Pa-
gan writers, who were contemporaries with Fefies Chriff, or by thofe who
lived before his Difciples had perfonally appeared among them, and afcer-
tained the report which had gone abroad concerning a life fo full of mi-
racles. :

Suppofing fuch things had happened at this day in Switzeriand, or a-
mong the Grifons, who make a greater figure in Europe than Fudea did
in the Romar Empire, would they be immediately believed by thofe who
live at a great diftance from them? or would any certain account of them
be tranfmitted into foreign countries, within fo fhort a fpace of time as
that of our Saviour’s publick miniftry? Such kinds of news, though never
fo true, feldom gain credit, till fome time after they are tranfa@led and
expofed to the examination of the curious, who by laying together cir-
cumftances, atteftations, and charaéters of thofe who are concerned in
them, either receive, or rejeét what at firft none but eye-witneffes could
abfolutely believe or disbelieve. In a cafe of this fort, it was natural for
men of {enfe and learning to treat the whole account as fabulous, or at
fartheft to fufpend their belief of it, until all things ftood together in their
full light.

INl. Befides, the Fews were branded not only for {uperflitions different
from all the religions of the Pagen world, but in a particular manner
ridiculed for being a credulous people; fo that whatever reports of fuch
a nature came out of that country, were looked upon by the heathen
world as falfe, frivolous, and improbable,

IV. We
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IV. We may further obferve that the ordinary praétice of Magic in
thofe times, with the many pretended Prodigies, Divinations, Apparitions,
and. local Miracles among the Heathens, made them lefs attentive to{uch
news from fudea, till they had time to confider the nature, the occafion,
and the end of our Saviour’s miracles, and were awakened by many {ur-
prizing events to allow them any confideration at all. ;

V. We are indeed told by St. Matthew, that the fame of our Saviour,
during his life, went throughout all Syrie, and that there followed him
great multitudes of people from Galzlee, Fudea, Decapolis, Idumaa, from
beyond Fordan, and from Tyre and Sidon. Now had there been any hi-
{torians of thofe times and places, we might have expected to have {een
:n them fome account of thofe wonderful tranfafions in F#dea; but

there is not any fingle Author extant, in any kind, of that age, in any of

thofe countries.

V1. How many books have perifhed in which poflibly there might have
been mention of our Saviour? Look among the Romans, how few of
their writings are come down to our times? In the fpace of two hundred
years from our Saviour’s birt‘h, when there was fuch a multitude of wri-
ters in all kinds, how {mall 1s the number of Authors that have made
their way to the prefent age?

VII. One authentick Record, and that the moft authentick heathen
Record, we are pretty fure is loft. I mean the account fent by the Go-
vernor of Fudea, under whom our Saviour was judged, condemneds
and crucified. It was the cuftom in the Roman Empire, as it is to this
day in all the governments of the world, for the preefeéts and vice-roys of
diftant provinces €0 tran{mit to their Soveraign a fummary relation of
every thing remarkable in their adminiftration. That Pontius Pilate, in
his account, would have touched on fo extraordinary an event in F#dea,
s not to be doubted; and that he aGtually did, we learn from Fuffin
Martyr, who lived about 2 hundred years after our Saviour’s death, refi-
ded, made Converts, and fuffered martyrdom at Rome, where he was
engaged with Philofophers, and in a particular manner with Crefcens the
Cynick, Who could eafily have deteéted, and would not fail to have ex-
pofed him, had he quoted a Record not in being, or made any falfe cita-
tion out of it. Would the great Apologift have challenged Crefcens 10
difpute the caufe of Chriftianity with him before the Roman Senate, had
he forged fuchan evidence? or would Crefcens have refufed the challenge,
could he have triumphed over him in the dete&ion of fuch aforgery? To

which we muft add, that the Apology; which appeals to this Record,
Bbbb 2 2 was
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was prefented to a learned Emperor, and to the whole body ef the Ro-
man Senate, This father in his apology, {peaking of the death and f{uf-
fering of our Saviour, refers the Emperor for the truth of what he fays
to the aéts.of Pontius Pilate, which I have here mentioned. Tertullian,
who wrote his. Apology about fifty years after Fuftin, doubtlefs referred
to the fame Record, whem he tells the Governor of Rome, that the Em-
peror 7iberius having received an account out of Paleffine in Syria of
the Divine perfon, who had appeared in that country, paid him a parti-
cular regard, and: threatned to punifh any who fhould accufe the chrifti-
ans; nay, that the Emperor would have adopted him among the Deities
whom they worfhipped, had not the Senate refufed to come into his
propofal. Zertullian, who gives us this hiftory, was not only one of the
moft learned men of his age, but what adds a greater weight to his au-
thority in this cafe, was eminently skilful and- well read in the laws of
the Roman Empire. Nor can it be faid, that Zertullian grounded  his
quotation upon the authority of Fuflin Martyr, becaufe we find he mixes
it with matters of fact which are not related by that Author. Eufebius
mentions the fame ancient Record, but as it was not extant in his time,
I {hall not infift upon his authority in this point. If it be objefteds that
this particular is not mentioned in any Roman Hiftorian, I fhall ufe the
fame argument in a parallel cafe, and fee whether it will carry any force
with it. “Olpian the great Roman Lawyer gathered together all the Im-
perial Edicts that had been made againit the chriftians.. But did any one
ever fay that there had been no fuch Ediéts, becaufe they were not
mentioned in the hiftories of thofe Emperors? Befides,, who knows but
this circumitance of T7berius was mentioned in other hiftorians that have
been loft, though not to be found'in any {till extant? Has not Swezoni-
#s many particulars of this Emperor omitted by Tacitus, and Herodian
many that are not fo,much as hinted at by.either? As for the {purious 4«
of Pilate,now extant, we know the occafion and time of their writing,
and that had there not been a true and authentick. Record of this nature,
they would never have been forged.

VIIL The ftory of Agbarus King of Edeffa, relating to theletter which
he fentto our Saviour, and to-that whith he received from him, isa record
of great authority ; and-thiough I will not infift wpon it, may venture to
fay, that had we fuch an evidence for any faé in Pagaen hiftory,an Author
would be thought very unreafonable who fhould rejeét it. I believe you
will be of my opinion, if you will perufe, with other Authors, who have
appeared in vindication of thefe letters as genuine, the additional argu-

ments



Of the CERIsTIAN RELIGION. 565

ments which” have been made ufe of by the late famous and learned
Dr. Grabe, in the {fecond volume of his Spzcilegrum.

SVEGTELE O<N <l

I. What fals in the biffory of our Saviour might be taken notice of by~
Pagan Authors. -

IL What particular faits are taken notice of, and by what Pagan Au-
thors.

L. How Celfus reprefented our Saviour'g,miracles.

IV. The fame reprefentation made of them by.other unbelievers, and prov-
ed unreafonable.

V. What fafls in our Saviour’s biffory not to be expeiled from Pagan
writers.

L E now come to confider what undoubted authorities are extant
among Pagan writers ; and here we muit premife, that fome
parts of .our:Saviour’s hiftory may be reafonably expeted from

Pagans. I mean fuch parts as might be known to thofe who lived at a

diftance from Fudea, as well as to thofe who were the followers and

eye-witnefles of Chriff. _

II.: Such particulars are moft of thefe which follow, and which are all
attefted by fome one or other of thofe heathen Authors, who lived in or
near the age of our Saviour and his difciples. 7has Auguftus Cafar bad
ordered the whole empire to be cenféd or taxed, which brought our Sa-
viour’s reputed parents to Bezhlebem : This is mentioned by feveral Ro-
man hiltorians, as Tacitus, Suetonius, and Dion. That a great light,
or @ new [tar appeared in ihe eafl, which direited the wife men to onr
Saviour: This is recorded by Chalcidins. That Herod, the King of Pa-
leftine, f6 ofien mentioned in the Roman biffory, made a great [laughter
of innocent ehildren, being {o jealous of his {ucceflor,. that he put to
death. his own fons on that account: This charafter of him is given by
feveral hiftorians, and this cruel fa&t mentioned by Macrobius, a heathen
Author,. who tells it as a known thing, without any mark.or doubt upen
it. That our Saviour bad been in Egypt: This Ceifus, though he raifes
a monfirous ftory upon it; is fo far .from depying, _that he. tells us our

wAVIONT
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Saviour learned the arts of magic in that country.  Zhat'Pontius Pilate
was Governor of Juda, that our Saviour was brought in judgment be-
fore bim, and by bim condemned and crucified: This is recorded b

Zacitus. That many miraculous cuves and works out of the ordinary
courfe of nature were wrought by bim : This is confefled by 7ulianthe Apo-
ftate, Porphyry, and Hierocles, all of them not only Pagans, but profef-
fed enemies and perfecutors of Chriftianity. Thar our Savieur foretold
feveral things which came to pafs according to his predittions : This was
attefted by Phlegon in his annals, as we are affured by the learned Origen
againft Celfus. That at the time when our Saviour died, there was a
miraculous darknefs and a great earthquake : This is recorded by the fame
Phlegon the Trallian, who was likewife a Pagan and Freeman to Adrian
the Emperor. We may here 6dferve, that a native of Tre//zum, which
was not fituate at fo great a diftance from Palefline, might very probably
be informed of fuch remarkable events as had paffed among the Fews in
the age immediately preceding his own times, fince feveral of his coun-
trymen with whom he had converfed, might have received a confufed
report of our Saviour before his crucifixion, and probably lived within
the Shake of the earthquake, and the Shadow of the eclipfe, which are
recorded by this Author.  That Chrift was worfbipped as a God among
the Chriftians ; that they would ratbher fuffer death than blafpheme him ;
that they received a facrament, and by it entered into @ vow of abftaining
from fin and wickedne/s, conformable to the advice given by St. Pan/; that
they bad private affemblies of worfbip, and ufed to join together in
Hymns : This is the account which P/uy the younger gives of Chriftia-
nity in his days, about {eventy years after the death of Chr4f, and which
agrees in all its circumftances with the accounts we have in holy writ, of
the firft flate of Chriftianity after the crucifixion of our Blefled Saviour.
That §t. Peter, whofé miracles are many of them recorded in holy writ, did
many wonderful works, is owned by Fulian the apoftate, who therefore re-
prefents him as a great Magician,and one who had in his pofleffion a book
of magical fecrets left him by our Saviour. That the devils or evil Jpi-
rits were fubject to them, we may learn from Porphyry, who objes to
Chriftianity, that fince Yefus had begun to be worfhipped, B /eulapins
and the reft of the gods did no more converfe with men. Nay, Celfas
himfelf affirms the fame thing in effe@, when he fays, that the power
which feemed to refide in Chriftians, proceeded from the ufe of certain
names, and the invocation of certain d2mons. Origen remarks on this
paffage, that the Author doubtlefs hints at thofe Chriftians who put to

flight
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flight evil fpirits, and healed thofe who were poflefled with them; a faét
which had been often feen, and which he himfelf had feen, as he de-
clares in another part of his difcour{eagainft Celfis. But at the fame time
he aflures us, that this miraculous power was exerted by the ufe of no
other name but that of Fefus, to which were added feveral paffages in his
hiftory, but nothing like any invocation to Demons.

II. Celfius was fo hard fet with the report of our Saviour’s. miracles,
and the confident atteftations concerning him, that though he often 1in-
timates he did not believe them to be true, yet knowing he might be fi-
lenced in fuch an anfwer, provides himfelf with another retreat, when
beaten out of this; namely, that our Saviour was a magician. "Thus he
compares the feeding of fo many thoufands at two different times with
a few loaves and fithes, to the magical fealts of thofe Egyptsan impoitors,
who would prefent their fpeétators with vifiopary entertainments that had
in them neither{ubftance nor reality : which, by the way, is to {uppofe, that
a hungty and fainting multitude were filled by an apparition, or firengthned
and refrefhed with fhadows. He knew very well that there were fo many
witnefles and aors, if I may call them fuch, in thefe two miracles, that
it was impoffible to refute fuch multitudes, who had doubtlefs {fufficiently
{pread the fame of them, and was therefore in this place forced to refort
to the other folution, that it was done by magic. It was not enough to
fay that a miracle which appeared to fo many thoufand eye-witnefles was
a forgery of Chrifs difciples, and therefore fuppofing them to be eye-
witnefles, he endeavours to fhew how they might be deceived.

IV. The unconverted heathens, who were prefled by the many autho-
rities that confirmed our Saviour’s miracles, as well as the unbelieving
Fews, who had a&ually feen them, were driven to account for them after
the fame manner: For, to work by magic in the heathen way of fpeak-
ing, was in the language of the jews to caft out devils by Beel/zebub the
the Prince of the devils. Our Saviour, who knew that unbelievers in all
ages would puat this perverfe interpretation on his miracles, has branded
the malignity of thofe men, who contrary to the dictates of their own
hearts ftarted fuch an unreafonable obje€tion, as a blafphemy againit the
Holy Ghoft, and declared not only the guilt, but the punifhment of fo

)

e

black a crime. At the fame time he condefcended to fhew the vanity and
emptinefs of this objection againft his miracles, by reprefenting that they
evidently tended to the deftru@ion of thofe powers, to whofe afliftance
the enemies of his doftrine then afcribed them. An argument, which, if
duly weighed, renders the objection fo very frivolous and groundlefs, that

we
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we may venture 'to call it even blafphemy againft common fenfe. Would
Magic endeavour to draw off the minds of men from the worthip which
was paid to ftocks and {tones, to give them an abhorrence of thofe e-
vil fpirits who rejoiced in the moit cruel facrifices, and in offerings of
the greateft impurity; and in fhort to call upon mankind to exert their
whole ftrength in the love and adoration of that one Being, from whom
they derived their exiftence, and on whom only they were taught to de-
pend every moment for the happinefs and continuance of it? Was it the
bulinefs of magic to humanize our natures with compailion. forgivenefs,
and all the inftances of the mo{t extenfive charity? Would evil fpirits con-
tribute to make men fober, chafte, and temperate, and in a word to pro-
duce that reformation, which was wrought in the moral werld by thofe
doétrines of our Saviour, that received their fan&tion from his miracles?
Nor is it poflible to imagine, that evil {pirits would enter into a combi-
nation with eur Saviour to cut off .all their correfpondence and inter-
courfe with mankind, and to prevent any for the future from additing
themfelves to thofe rites and ceremonies, which had done them fo much
honour. We fee the early effeét which Chriftianity had on the mindsof
men in this particular, by that number of books, which were filled with
the {ecrets of magic, and made a facrifice to Chriftianity by the con-
verts mentioned in the Aés of the Apoitles. We have likewife an emi-
nent inftance of the inconfiftency of our Religion with magic, in the hi-
ftory of the famous .4guila. This perfon, who was a kinfman of the
Emperor Trajan, and likewife a man of great learning, norwithfltanding
he had embraced Chriftianity, could not be brought off from the ftudies
of magic, by the repeated admonitions of his fellow-chriflians : fo.that at
length they expelled him their fociety, as rather chuling to lofe the repu-
tation of fo confiderable a Profelyte, than communicare with one who
dealt in fuch dark and infernal practices. Befides we may obferve, that
all the favourers of magic were the moft profeft and bitter enemies to
the chriftian religion. Not to mention Swmos Magus and many others,
I thall only take notice of thofe two great perfecutors of chriftianity, the
l.mperors Adrian and Fulian the Apoftate, both of them initiated in
the myiteries of divination, and skilled in all the depths of magic. [fhall
only add, that evil {pirits cannot be fuppofed to have concurred in the
eftablithment of a religion, which triumphed over them, drove them out
of the places they poffeft, and divefted them of their influence on man-
kind ; nor would I mention this particular, though it be unanimoufly
ireported by all the ancient chriftian Authors: did it not appear from the

authorities
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the, authorities above-cited, that this was a faét confeft by heathens
themfelves.

V. Wenow fee what a multitude of Pagan teftimonies may be produced
for all thofe remarkable paflages, which might have been expeéted from
them: and indeed of feveral, that, I believe, do more than anfwer. your ex-
pettation, as they were not fubjefls in their own nature f{o expofed to
publick notoriety. It cannot be expected they fhould mention particu-
lars, which were tranfaéted amongfit the Difciples only, or among fome
few even of the Difciples themfelves; fuch as the transfiguration, the a-
gony in the garden, the appearance of Chrif after his refurreflion, and
others of thelike nature. It was impoflible for a heathen Autlior to relate
thefe things ; becaufe if he had believed them, he would no longer have
beena heathen, and by that means his teftimony would not have been
thought of fo much validity. Befides, his very report of facts fo favou-
rable to Chriftianity would have prompted men to fay that he was pro-
bably tainted with their dofrine. We have a parallel cafe in Hecarzus,
a famous Greek Hiftorian, who bad feveral paflages in his book confor-
mable to the hiftory of the Fewi/b writers, which when quoted by Fofe-
phus, as a confirmation of the Fewi/b hiftory, when bis heathen adver-
faries could give no other anfwer to it, they would need fuppofe that
Hecatzus was a Few in his heart, though they had no other reafon for
it, but becaufe his hiftory gave greater authority to the Few:i/b than the
Egyptian Records.

oG T 17O N L

L. Introduition to a féecond Liff of Pagan Authors, who give teftimony of
our Saviour.

II. A paffage concerning our Saviour, froma learned Athenian.

L. His converfion from Paganifm to Chrifiianity makes his evidence firon-
ger than if be bad continued a Pagan.

IV. OF another Athenian Philofopher converted to Chriftianity.

V. Why their converfion, inflead of weakening, [lrengthens their evidence
in defence of Chriftianity.

V1. Zheir belicf in our Saviour's hiftory founded at firft upon the princi-
ples of biftorical faith,
Vou. IV, Ccce VII. That
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VIL Their teftimonies extended to aill the particulars of our Savieur's
hiflory,

¥ r i i d

VIIL. As related by the four Ewvangelifls.

5! O this lift of heathen writers, who make mention of our Saviour,

or touch upon any particulars of his life, [ fhall add thofe Au-
thors who were at firlt heathens, and afterwards converted to Chriftianity;
upon which account, as I fhall here fhew, their teftimonies are to be
looked upon as the more authentick. And in this lift of evidences, I {hall
confine my felf to {fuch learned Pagans as came over to Chriftianity in
the three firlt centuries, becaufe thofe were the times in which men had
the beit means of informing themfelves of the truth of our Saviour’s hi-
{tory, and becaufe among the great number of Philofophers who came in
afterwards, under the reigns of chriftian Emperors, there might be feve.
ral who did it partly our of worldly motives.

Il. Let us now fuppofe, that a learned heathen writer who lived with-
in o years of our Saviour’s crucifixion, after having fhewn that falfe mi-
racles were generally wrought in obfcurity, and before few or no wit-
nefles, fpeaking of thofe which were wrought by our Saviour, has the fol-
lowing paffage. ¢ But his works were always feen, becaufe they were
¢ true, they were feen by thofe who were healed, and by thofe who
¢ were raifed from the dead. Nay thefe perfons who were thus healed,
« and raifed, were feen not only at the time of there being healed, and
“ raifed, but long afterwards. Nay they were feen not only all the while
“ our Saviour was upon earth, but furvived after his departure out of this
¢« world, nay fome of them were living in our days.

IIL 1 dare fay you would look upon this as a glorious atteftation for
the caufe of Chriftianity, had it come from the hand of a famous 4zbe-
ntan Philofopher. ‘Thefe forementioned words however are a&ually the
words of one who lived about fixty Years after our Saviour’s crucifixion,
and was afamous Philofopher in A¢kens: but it will be faid, he was a
convert to Chriftianity. Now confider this matter impartially, and fee if
his teftimony is not much more valid for that reafon. Had he continued
a Pagan Philofopher, would not the world have faid that he was not
fincere in what he writ, or did not believe its for, if fo, would not they
have told us he would have embraced Chriftianity? This was indeed the
cafe of this excellent man: he had fo thoroughly examined the truth of
our Saviour’s hiftory, and the excellency of that religion which he taught,

and
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and was fo entirely convinced of both, that hebecame aProfelyte, and
dieda Martyr

IV. driffides was an Athenian Philofopher, at the fame time, famed
for his learning and wifdom, but converted to Chriftianity. As it can-
not be queitioned that he perufed and approved the apology of @uadra-
tus, in which is the paflage jult now cited, he joined with him in an’ apo-
logy of his own, to the fame Emperor, on the fame fubje®. This apolo-

y, tho’now loft, was extant in the time of Ado Fiennenfis, A. D. 370
and highly efteemed by the moft learned Atbenians, as that Aathor wit-
nefles. It muit have contained great arguments for the truth of our Sa-
viour’s hiftory, becaufe in it he aflerted the divinity of our Saviour, which
could not but engage him 1in the proof of his miracles.

V. I doallow that, generally fpeaking, a man is not fo acceptable and
unqueftioned an evidence in fats, which make for the advancement of
his own party. But we muft confider that, inthe cafe before us, the per-
fons, to whom we appeal, were of an oppofite party; till they were per-
fuaded of the truth of thofe very fadls, which they report. They bear
evidence to a hiftory in defence of Chriftianity, the truth of which hifto-
ry was their motive to embrace Chriftianity. They atteft facts which
they had heard while they were yet heathens, and. had they not found rea-
{on to believe them, they would flill have continued heathens, and have
made mo mention of them in their writings.

V1. When a man is born under chriftian Parents, and trained up in the

rofeflion of that religion from a child, he generally guides himfelf by the
rules of Chriftian Faith in believing what is delivered by the Evangelifts’;
but the learned Pagans of antiquity, before they became Chriftians, were
only guided by the common rules of Hifforical Faith: That is, they
examined the nature of the evidence which was to be met with in com-
mon fame, tradition, and the writings of thofe perfons who related them,
together with the number, concurrence, veracity, and private charafters
of thofe perfons; and being convinced upon all accounts that they had
the fame reafon to believe the hiftory of our Saviour, as that of any other
perfon to which they themfelves were not aftually eye-witnefles, they
were bound by all the rules of hiftorical faith, and of right reafon, to give
credit to this hiftory. This they did an:cm:dingl_v, and in confequence of
it publifhed the fame truths themfelves, fuffered many affli&ions, and very
often death it felf, in the affertion of them. When I {ay, that an hiftori-
cal belief of the aéts of our Saviour induced thefe learned Pagans to em-
brace his do&rine, I do not deny that there were many other motives,

Cccec 2 which
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which conduced to it, as the excellency of his precepts, the fulfilling
of prophecies, the miracles of his Difciples, the irreproachable lives
and magnanimous fufferings of their followers, with other confiderations
of the fame nature: but whatever other collateral arguments wrought more
or lefs with Philofophers of that age, it is certain that a belief in the hiftory
of our Saviour was one motive with every new cenvert, and that upon
which all others turned, as being the very bafis and foundation of Chri-
{Hanity.,

VIL. To this I muft further add, that as we have already feen many
particular faéts which are recorded in holy writ, attefted by particular
Pagan Authors: the teftimony of thofe I am now going to produce, ex-
tends to the whole hiftory of our Saviour, and to that continued feries
of aftions, which are related of him and his Difciples in the books of
the New Teftament.

VIII. This evidently appears from their quotations out of the Evange-
lifts, for the confirmation of any doétrine or account of our bleffed Savi-
our. Nay alearned man of our mation, who examined the writings of
the moft ancient Fathers in another view, refers to feveral paflages in
Ireneus, Tertullian, Clemens of Alexandria, Origen, and Cyprian, by
which he plainly fhows that each of thefe early writers afcribe to the
four Evangelifts by name their refpe@ive hiftories ; fo that there is not
the leaft room for doubting of their belief in the hiftory of our Saviour,
as recorded in the Gofpels. I fhall only add, that three of the five Fa-
thers here mentioned, and probably four, were Pagans converted to Chri-
ftianity, as they were all of them very inquifitive and deep in the know-
ledge of heathen learning and philofophy.

SECTION
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1. Charaéter of the times in which the Chriffian religion was propagated.:

1. And of many who embraced it.

Wl Three eminent and early inflances.

IV. Multitudes of learned men who came over to if.

V. Belief in owr Saviour's hiftory, the firft motive to their converfion.

V1. The names of feveral Pagan Philofophers, who were Chriftian con=
verts,

1. W T happened very providentially to the honour of the Chriftian re-
ligion, that 't did not take its rife in the dark illiterate ages of the
world, but at a time when arts and {ciences were at their height,

and when there were men who made it the bufinefs of their lives to

fearch after truth, and fift the feveral opinions of Philofophers and wife
men, concerning the duty, the end, and chief happinels of reafonable
creatures.

II. Several of thefe therefore, when they had informed themfelves of
our Saviour’s hiftory, and examined with unprejudiced minds the doét-
rines and manners of his difciples and followers, were {o {truck and con-
vinced, that they profefled themfelves of that fe& ; notwithitanding, by
this profeflion in that junéture of time, they bid farewel to all the plea-
fures of this life, renounced all the views of ambition, engaged in an unin-
terrupted courfe of feverities, and expofed themfelves to publick hatred
and contempt, to fufferings of all kinds, and to death itfelf.

[[l. Of this fort we may reckon thofe three early converts to Chriftia-
nity, who each of them was a member of a Senate famous for its wildom
and learning. Fofeph the Arimathean was of the Fewifb Sanbedrim,
Dionyfius of the Athenian Areapagus, and Flavius Clemens of the Roman
Senate; nay at the time of his death Conful of Rome. Thefe three were
fo thoroughly fatisfied of the truth of the Chriftian religion, that the
firlt of them, according to all the reports of antiquity, died a martyr
for it ; as did the fecond, unlefs we disbelieve Ariffides, his fellow-citi-
zen and contemporary ; and the third, as we are informed both by Ro-
snan and Chriftian Authors.

1V. Among
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IV. Among thofe innumerable multitudes, who in moft of the known
nations of the world came over ta Chriftianity at its firft appearance,
we may be fure there were great numbers of wife and learned men, be-
fide thofe whofe names are in the Chriftian records, who without doubt
took care to examine the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory, before the
would leave the religion of their country and of their forefathers, for
the fake of one that would not only cut them off from the allurements
of this world, but fubjeét them to gvery thing terrible or difagreeable in
it. Jertullian tells the Roman Governors, that their corporations, coun-
cils, armies, tribes, companies, the palace, fenate, and courts of Judica-
ture were filled with Chriftians ; as Arwobius afferts, that men of the fineft
parts and learning, Orators, Grammarians, Rhetoricians, Lawyers, Phy-
ficians, Philofophers, defpifing the fentiments they had been once fond
of, took up their reft in the Chriftian religion.

V. Who can imagine that men of this chara&er did not thoroughly in-
form themielves of the hiftory of that perfon, whofe doétrines they em-
braced ? for however confonant to reafon his precepts appeared, how
good foever were the effecs which they produced in the world, nothing
could have tempted men to acknowledge him as their God and Saviour,
but their being firmly perfuaded of the miracles he wrought, and the
many atteftations of his divine miffion, which were to be met with in
the hiftory of his life. This was the ground-work of the Chriftian re-
ligion, and, if this failed, the whole {uperftru&ure funk with it. This
point therefore, of the truth of our Saviour's hiftory, as recorded by the
Evangelifts, is every where taken for granted in the writings of thofe,
who from Pagan Philofophers became Chriftian Authors, and who, by
reafon of their converfion, are to be looked upon as of the ftrongeft col-
lateral teftimony for the truth of what is delivered concerning our Sa-
viour.

VI. Befides innumerable Authors that are loft, we have the undoubted
names, works, or fragments of feveral Pagan Philofophers, which fhew
them to have been aslearned as any unconverted heathen Authors of the
age in which they lived. If we look into the greateit nurferies of learn-
ing in thofe ages of the world, we find in Athens, Dionyfins, Quadra-
tus, Arifiides, Athenagoras ; and in Alexandria, Diowyfius, Clemens,
Amimonius, Arnobius, and Anatolizs, to whom we may add Origen; for
though his father was a Chriftian martyr, he became, without all contro-
verfy, the moft learned 2nd able Phuilofopher of his age, by his education
at Alexandria, in that famous {eminary of arts aud iciences.

SECTION
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I. The learned Pagans had means and opportunities of informing them-
[felves of the truth of our Saviour's biftory;

1. From the proceedings,

L. The characters, fufferings,

IV. And miracles of the perfons who publifbed it.

V. How thefe firft Apofiles perpetuated their tradition, by ordaining per-
fons to fucceed them.

V1. How their fucceffors in the three firft centuries preferved their tra-
dition.

VIL That five generations might derive this tradition from Chudly tozhe
end of the third century.

VIII. Four eminent Chriftians that delivered it down. fucceffively to the
year of our Lord 154.

IX. The faith of the fiur above-mentioned perfons, the [ame with that
of the Churches of the Eafl, of rhe IWeft, and of Egypt.

X. Another perfin added to them, who brings us to the year 343, and
that many other lifls might be added in as direct and fbort a fucceffion.

X1 Why the tradition of the three Jirfl centuries, more auntbentick than
that rf' any other age, proved from the conver, ation of the primitive
Chriftians.

X1 Erom the manner of initiating men into their religion.

XTI, From the correfpondence between the Churches.

XI1V. From the long lives of feveraé of Chrilt's Difeiples, of which

rwo inflances.

men had means and opportunities of informing themfelves of the
truth of our Saviour’s hiltorys; for unlefs this point can be made

out, their teftimonies will appear invalid, and their enquiries ineftectual.
[l. As to this point, we muft confider, that many thoufands had feen
the tranfalions of our Saviour in Fwdea, and that many hundred thou-
fands had received an account of them from the mouths of thofe who

were actually eye-witneiles. 1 fhall only mention among thefe eye-wit-
nelies

[.IT now therefore only remains to confider, whether thefe learned
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nefles the twelve Apoftles, to whom we muft add St. Pax/, who had 2
particular call to this high office, though many other difciples and fol-
lowers of Chriff had alfo their fhare in the publifhing this wonderful hi-
ftory. " Welearn from the ancient records of Chriftianity, that many of
“the Apoftles and Difciples made it the exprefs bufinefs of their lives,
travelled into the remoteft parts of the world, and in all places gathered
multitudes about them, to acquaint them with the hiftory and do&rines
of their crucified Mafter. And indeed, were all Chriftian records of
thefe proceedings entirely loit, as many have been, the effe@ plainly
evinces the truth of them ; for how elfe during the Apoftles lives could
Chriftianity have fpread itfelf with fuch an amazing progrefs through the
feveral nations of the Roman empire? how could it fly like lightning,
and carry conviction with it, from one end of the earth to the other?

IL. Heathens therefore of every age, fex, and quality, born in the moft
different climates, and bred up under the moft different inflitutions, when
they faw men of plain fenfe, without the help of learning, armed with
patience and courage, inftead of wealth, pomp, or power, exprefling in
their lives thofe excellent doctrines of Morality, which they taught as
delivered to them from our Saviour, averring that they had feen his mi-
racles during hislife, and converfed with him after his death; when, I fay,
they faw no fufpicion of falthood, treachery, or worldly intereft, in their
behaviour and converfation, and that they fubmitted to the moft ignomi-
nious and cruel deaths, rather than retraét their teftimony, or even be fi-
lent in matters which they were to publith by their Saviour’s efpecial
command, there was no reafon to doubt of the veracity of thofe fads
which they related, or of the Divine Miffion in which they were em-
ployed.

IV. But even thefe.motives to Faith in our Saviour would not have
been f{ufficient to have brought about in fo few years fuch an incredible
number of converfions, had not the Apoftles been able to exhibit ftill
greater proofs of the truths which they taught, A few perfons of an
odious and defpifed country could not have filled the world with Belie-
vers, had they not fhown undoubted credentials from the Divine perfon
who fent them on fuch a mefTage. Accordingly we are affured, that they
were invefted with the power of working miracles, which was the moft
fhort and the moft convincing argument that could be produced, and the
only one that was adapted to the reafon of all mankind, to the capacities of
the wife and ignorant, and could overcome every cavil and every preju-
dice. 'Who would not believe that our Saviour healed the fick, and raif-

ed
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ed thedead, when it was publifhed by thofe who themfelves often did the
fame miracles, in their prefence, and in his pame! Could any reafonable
perfon imagine, that God Almighty would arm men with fuch powersto
authorize a lye, and eftablifha religion in the world which was difpleafing
to him, or that evil {pirits would lend them fuch an effeétual afliftance to
beat down vice and idolatry?

V. When the Apoftles had formed many affemblies in feveral parts of
the Pagan world, who gave credit to the glad tidings of the Gofpel, that,
upon their departure, the memory of what they had related might not
perith, they appointed out of thefe new converts, men of the beit fenfe, and
of the moft unblemifhed lives, to prefide over thefe {everal aflemblies, and
to inculcate without ceafing what they had heard from the mouths of
thefe eye-witnefles.

VI. Upon the death of any of thofe fubftitutes to the Apoftles and Di-
fciples of Chrift, his place was filled up with fome other perfon of emi-
nence for his piety and learning, and generally a member of the fame
Church, who after his deceafe was followed by another in the fame man-
ner, by which means the fucceflion was continued in an uninterrupted
line. Jreneusinforms us, that every church preferved a catalogue of its
Bifhopsin the order that they fucceeded oneanother, and (foran example)
produces the catalogue of thofe who governed the Church of Rome in
that charalter, which contains eight or nine perfons, though but at a
very {mall remove from the times of the Apoftles.

Indeed the lifts of Bifhops, which are come down to us in other churches,
are generally filled with greater numbers than one would expe@. But
the fucceflion was quick in the three firft centuries, becaufe the Bifhop
very often ended in the Martyr: for when a perfecution arofe in
any place, the firft fury of it fell upon this Order of holy men, who
abundantly teftified by their Deaths and Sufferings that they did not un-
dertake thefe offices out of any temporal views, that they were fincere
and fatisfied in the belief of what they taught, and that they firmly ad-
hered to what they had received from the Apoftles, as laying down their
lives in the fame hope, and upon the fame principles. None can be fup-
poled fo utterly regardlefs of their own happinefsas to expire in torment,
and hazard their Eternity, to fupport any fables and inventions of their
own, or any forgeries of their predeceffors who had prefided in the fame
church, and which mightrhave been eafily deteéted by the tradition of that
particular church, as well as by the concurring teftimony of others. To
this purpofe, I think it is very remarkable, that there was not a {ingle Mar-
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tyr among thofe many Hereticks, who difagreed with the Apoflelical
church, and introduced feveral wild and abfurd notions into the doctrines
of Chriflianity. They durft not ftake their prefent and future happinefs
on their own chimerical imaginations, and did not only fhun perfecution,
but affirmed that it was unneceflary for their followers to bear their reli-
gion through fuch fiery tryals.

VII, We may fairly reckon, that this firft age of Apoftles and Difciples,
with that fecond generation of many who were their immediate converts,
extended it {elf to the middle of the fecond Century, and that feveral of
the third generation from thefe laft mentioned, which was but the fifth
from Chriff, continued to the end of the third Century. Did we know
the ages and numbers of the members in every particular church, which
was planted by the Apoftles, I doubt not but in moft of them there
might be found five perfons who in a continued feries would reach
through thefe three centuries of years, that is till the 265th from the death
of our Saviour.

VIII. Among the accounts of thofe very few out of innumerable
multitudes, who had embraced Chriftianity, I fhall {ingle out four perfons
eminent for their lives, their writings, and their fufferings, that were {uc-
ceflively contemporaries, and bring us down as far as to the year of our
Lord 254 St. Fohn, who was the beloved Difciple, and converfed the
moft intimately with our Saviour, lived till Anwo Dom. xoo. Polycarp,
who was the Difciple of St. Fob#, and had converfed with others of
the Apoitles and Difciples of our Lord, lived till 4zno Dom. 167, though
his life was fhortened by martyrdom. JIremens, who was the Difciple of
Polycarp, and had converfed with many of the immediate Difciples of
the Apoitles, lived, at the loweft computation of his age, till the year 202,
when he was likewife cut off by martyrdom; in which year the great
Origen was appointed Regent of the Catechetick {chool in dlexandria,
and as he was the miracle of that age, for induitry, learning, and philofo-
phy, he was looked upon as the champion of Chriftianity, till the year
254, when, if he did not fuffer martyrdom, as fome think he did, he
was certainly atuated by the fpirit of it, as appears in the whole courfe
of his life and writings; nay, he had often been put to the torture, and
had undergone tryals worfe than death. As he converfed with the moft
eminent Chriftians of his time in Zgyp#, and in the.Fait, brought over
multitudes both from herefy and heathenifm, and left behind him feveral
Difciples of great fame and learning, there is no queftion but there were
confiderable numbers of thofe who knew him, and had been his hearers,

{cholars,
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cholats, or profelytes, that lived till the end of the third century, and
to the reign of Conffantine the Great.

X, It isevident to thofe, who read the lives and writings of Polycarp,

Treneus, and Origen, that thefe three Fathers believed the accounts which
are given of our Saviour in the four Evangelifts, and had undoubted ar-
yuments that not only St. Fobn, but many others of our Saviour's dif-
ciples, publithed the fame accounts of him. To which we muit fubjoin
this further remark, that what was believed by thefe Fathers on this fub-
jeét, was likewife the belief of the main body of Chriftians in thofe fuc-
cellive ages when they flourifhed ; fince Polycarp cannot but be looked
upon, if we confider the refpe¢t that was paid him, as the reprefentative
of the Eaftern Churches in this particular, Ireneis of the Weftern upon
the fame account, and Origes of thofe eftablifhed in Egypz.

. To thefe I might add Pau/ the famous hermite, who retired from
the Decian perfecution five or fix years before Origen’s death, and lived
till the year 343. 1 have only difcovered one of thofe channels by which
the hiffory of our Saviour might be conveyed pure and unadulterated,
through thofe feveral ages that produced thofe Pagan Philofophers, whofe
teftimonies I make ufe of for the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory. Some
or other of thefe Philofophers came into the Chriftian faith during its
infancy, in the feveral periods of thefe three firft centuries, when they
had fuch means of informing themfelves in all the particulars of our Sa-
viour’s hiftory. 1 muft further add, that though I have here only chofen
this fingle link of martyrs, I might find out others among thofe names
which are {lill extant, that delivered down this account of our Saviour
in a fucceflive tradition, till the whole Roman empire became Chriftian ;
as there is no queftion but numberlefs feries of witnefles might follow
one another in the fame ordet, and in as fhort a chain, and that perhaps
in every fingle Church, had the names and ages of the moft eminent pri-
mitive Chriitians been tranfmitted to us with the like certainty.

X1. But to give this conlideration more force, we muft take notice,
fhat the tradition of the firft ages of Chriftianity had feveral circumitances
peculiar to it, which made it more authentick than any other tradition
in any other age of the world. The Chriftians, who carried their reli-
gion through {o many general and particular perfecutions, were inceflantly
comforting and fupporting one another, with the example and hiftory of
our Saviour and his Apoftles. It was the fubjeét not only of their folemn
affemblies, but of their private vifits and converfations. Owr wvirgins
fays Zatian, Who lived in the fecond century, difcour(e over their diftaffs
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on divine fubjelts. Indeed, when religion was woven into'the civil go-
vernment, and flourifhed under the protettion of the Emperors; men's
thoughts and difcourfes were, as they are now, full of fecalar affairs; but
in the three firft centuries of Chriftianity, men, who embraced this:relis
gion, had given up all their interefts in this world, and lived in a perpe=
tual preparation for the next, as not knowing how foon they might be
ealled to it : fo that they had little elfe ro talk of but the life and do&-
rines of that divine perfon, which was their hope, their encouragment,
and their glory. We cannot therefore imagine, that there was a fingle
perfon arrived at any degree of age or confideration, who had not heard
and repeated above a thoufand times in his life, all the particulars of
our Saviour’s birth, life, death, refurreftion, and afcenfion.

XII. Efpecially if we confider, that they could not then be received as
Chriftians, till they had undergone feveral examinations. Perfons of
riper years, who flocked daily into the Church during the three firit
centuries, were obliged ro pafs through many repeated inftrudlions, and
give a {triét account of their proficiency, before they were admitted to
Baptifm. And as for thofe who were born of Chriftian parents, and had
been baptifed in their infancy, they were with the like care prepared and
difciplined for confirmation, which they could not arrive at, till they
were found upon examination to have made a fufficient progrefs in the
knowledge of Chriftianity.

XIII. We muit further obferve, that there was not enly in thofe times
this religious converfation among private Chriftians, but a conftant cor-
refpondence between the Churches that were eftablifhed by the Apoftles
or their fucceffors, in the feveral parts of the world. If any new doérine
was ftarted, or any fact reported of our Saviour, a ftrit enquiry was
made among the Churches, efpecially thofe planted by the Apoftles them-
felves, whether they had received any fuch dotrine or account of our
Saviour, from the mouths of the Apoftles, or the tradition of thofe Chri-
ftians, who had preceded the prefent members of the Churches which
were thus confulted. By this means, when any novelty was publifhed,
it was immediately detected and cenfured.

XIV. St. Fohn, who lived {fo many years after our Saviour, wasap-
pealed to in thefe emergencies as the living Oracle of the Church; and
as his oral teftimony lafted the firft century, many have obferved that, by
a particular providence of God, feveral of our Saviour’s Difciples, and
of the early converts of his religion, lived to a very great age, that they
might perfonally convey the truth of the Gofpel to thofe times, which

were
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were very remote from the firft publication of it. Of thefe, befides St.
Fohr; we have a remarkable inftance in Simeon, who was one of the
{eventy fent forth by our Saviour, to publith the Gofpel before his cruci-
fixion, and a near kinfman of the Lord. This venerable perfon, who
had probably heard with his own ears our Saviour’s prophecy of the de-
ftruction of Yerufalem, prefided over the Church eftablifhed in that city,
during the time of its memorable fiege, and drew his congregation out
of thofe dreadful and unparallel’'d calamities which befel his countrymen,
by following the advice our Saviour had given, when they fhould fee Fe-
rufalem encompafied withvarmies, and the Romar {tandards, or abomina-
tion of defolation, fet up. He lived till the year of our Lord 107, when
he was martyred under the Emperor Trayan.

SUECI T HO-N: ot MR

1. The tradition of the Apoftles fecured by other excellent inflitutions;

II. But chiefly by the writings of the Evangeliffs.

L. The diligence of the Difeiples and firft Chrifian converts, to [fend
abroad thefe writings.

IV. That the wrirten account of our Saviour was the fame with that' de-
livered by tradition:

V. Proved from the reception of the Guofpel by thofe Churches which
were effablifbod before it was written ;

V1. From the uniformity of what was believed in the feveral Churches ;

V. From a remarkable paffage in Irenzus.

VI Records which ave now loft, of ufe to the three firfl centuries, for
confirming the kiffory of our Saviokr.

IX. Inflances of fuch vecords.

L HUS far we fee how the learned Pagans might apprize them-
{elves from oral information of the particulars of our Sa-
viour’s hiftory. They could hear, in every Church planted in

every diftant part of the earth, the account which was there received

and _prL"‘fﬂ‘i'\-'Cd among them, of the hiftory of our Saviour. They could
learn the names and charaters of thofe firft miflionaries that brought to
them thefe accounts, and the miracles by which God Almighty atrefted
their reports. But the Apoftles and Difciples of Chriff, to prcfm;_etthe

itory
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hiftory of his life, and to {ecure their accounts ef him: from | error.and
oblivion, did not enly fet afide certain perfons for that purpofe, as has
been already thewn, but appropriated certain days to the.commemoration
of thole facts which they had related concerning him. The firft day: of
the week was in all its returns a: perpetnal memorial of his refurreétion,
as the devotional exercifes adapted to Friday and Saturday, were to
denote to all ages that he was crucified on the one of thofe days, and that
he refted inthe grave onthe-other. Youmay apply thefame remark tofeve-
ral of the annual feftivals inftituted by the Apoftles themfelves, or at furtheft
-by their immediate Succeflors, in memory of the moft important particulars
dn our Saviour’s hiftory; to which we muft add the Sacraments inilitu-
ted by our.Lord himfclf, and many of thofe rites and ceremonies which
obtained in the moft early times of the Church. Thefe are to be regar-
ded as.ftanding marks of fuch fats as were delivered by thofe; who were
eye-witnefles to them, and which were contrived with great wifdom to
laft tfll time fhould be no more. Thefe, without any other means, might
have, in fome meafure, conveyed to poflerity, the memory of feveral
tranfactions in the hiftory of our Saviour, asthey were related by his Dif-
ciples. At leaft, the reafon of thefe inftitutions, though they might be
forgotten, and obfcured by a long courfe of years, could not but be very
well known by thofe who lived in the three fir{t Centuries, and a means
of informing the inquifitive Pagans in the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory,
that being the view in which [ am to confider them.

Il. But leaft fuchatradition, though guarded by fo many expedients, fhould
wear out by the length of time, the four Evangelifts within about fifty,
or, as Theodoret affirms, thirty years,after our Saviour’s death, while the
memory of his aétions was frefh among them, configned to writing that
-hiftory, which for fome years had been publithed only by the mouth of
the Apoftles and Difciples. The further confideration of thefe holy pen-
men will fall under another part of this difcourfe.

1. Tt will be fufficient to obferve here, that in the age which fuc-
cceded the Apofiles, many of their immediate Difciples fent or carried in
perfon the books of the four Evangelifts, which had been written by
Apoftles; or at leaft approved by them, to moft of the Churches
which they had planted in the diflerent parts of the world.
"I'his was done with fo much diligence, that when Pantenns, a man of
great learning and piety, had travelled into I#diaz for the propagation of
Chriflianity, about the year of our Lord 2co, he found among, that
remote people the Gofpel of St..Matthew, whichupon his return from that

country
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courntry he'brought with him to Alexandria. This Gofpel is generally
fuppofed tohave been left in thofe parts by St. Bartholemew the Apoitle
of the  Indies, who probably carried it with him before the writings of
the three other Evangelifts were publifh’d,

IV.. That the hiftory of our Saviour, as recorded by the Evangelifls, was
the fame  with that which had been before delivered by the. Apoitles and
Difciples, will turther appear in the profecution of this difcourfe, and may
be gathered from the following confiderations.

V. Had thefe writings differed fromthe fermons of the firft planters of
Chriftianity, either in hiftory. or do&rine, there is no queftion but they
would have been rejeéted by thofe Churches which they had already for-
med.  But fo confiltent and uniform was the relation of the Apoitles,
that thefe hiftories appeared to be nothing elfe but their tradition and oral
atteftations made fixt and permanent. Thus was the fame of our Saviour,
which in fo few years had goneithrough the whole earth, confirmed and
perpetuated by fuch records, as would preferve the traditionary account
of him to after-ages; and reétifie it, if at-any time, by pafling through fe-
veral generations, it might drop any part that was material, or contract
any thing that was falfe or fictitious.

VI. Accordingly we find the {ame Fefus Chriff, who was born of a’
Virgin, who had wrought many miracles in Paleftine, who was crucitied,
rofe again, and afcended into Heaven; I fay, the fame ¥efus Chryft had
been preached, and was worfhipped, in Germany, France, Spain, and
Great-Britain, in Parthia, Media, Mefopotamia, Armenia, Pbhrygia,
Afiz and Pamphilia, in Italy, Egypts Afyic, and beyond Cyrene, India
and Per fia,and, in fhort,in all the iflands and provinces that are vilited by
the rifing or fetting fun. The fame account of our Saviour’s life and do-
&rine was delivered by thoufands of Preachers, and believed in thoufands
of places, who all, as faft as it could be conveyed to them, received the
fame account in writing from the four Evangelifts.

VIL. Ireneus to this purpofe very aptly remarks, that thofe barbarous
nations, who in his time were not pofleft of the written gofpels, and had
onlv learned the hiltory of our Saviour from thofe who had converted them
to Chriftianity before the Gofpels were written, had among them the
fame accounts of our Saviour; which are to be met with in the four Evan-
gelifts.  An unconteftable prouf of the harmony and concurrence be-
tween the holy fcripture and the tradition of ‘the Churches in thofe early

times of Chriftianity.
VIII. Thus .
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VIIL Thus we fee what opportunities the learned and inquifitive hea-
thens had of informing themfelves of the truth of our Saviour’s hiftory, du.
ring the three firft Centuries, elpecially as they lay nearer one than another
to the fountain-head: befide which, there were many uncontroverted
traditions, records of Chriftianity, and particular hiftories, that then threw
light into thefe matters, but are now entirely loft, by which, at that timc,‘
any appearance of contradi¢tion, or {feeming difficulties, in the hiftory of
the Evangelifts, were fully cleared up and explained : though we meet with
fewer appearances of this nature in the hiftory of our Saviour, as related
by the four Evangelifts, than in the accounts of any other perfon, publi-
fhed by fuch a number of different hiftorians who lived at fo great a di-
ftance from the prefent age.

IX. Among thofe records which are loft, and were of greatufle to the
primitive Chriftians, is the letter to T7berius, which I have already men-
tioned ; that of Marcus Aurelius, which I fhall take notice of hereafter;
the writings of Hege/ippus, who had drawn down the hiftory of Chrifti-
anity to his own time, which was not beyond the middle of the {=cond
Century; the genuine Sibylline oracles, which in the firft ages of the
Church were eafily diftinguithed from the fpurious; the records prefer-
ved in particular Churches, with many other of the fame nature.

o EQ T LON +V{],

L The fight “of miracles in thofe ages a further confirmation of Pagan
Pbhilofophers in the Chriffian faith.

L. The credibility of fuch miracles.

L. A particular inflance,

IV. Martyrdom, why confidered as a Sanding miracle.

V. Primitive Chriftians thought many of the Martyrs were upported by
a miraculous power :

VL. Proved from the nature of their Sufferings.

VIL. How Martyrs further induced the Pagans fo embrace Chriftianity.

I HERE were other means, which I find had a great influence
on thelearned of the three firft Centurics, to create and confirm

in them the belief of our bleffed Saviour’s hiftory, which ought
not to be pafled over in filence. The firlt was, the opportunity they en-

Joyed
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joyed of examining thofe miracles, which were on feveral occalions per-
formed by Chriftians, and appeared in the Church, more or lefs, during
thefe firft ages of Chriftianity. Thefe had great weight with the men I
am now {peaking of, who, from learned Pagans, became fathers of the
Church; for they frequently boaft of them in their writings, as atteftati-
ons given by God himfelf to the truth of their religion.

II. At the fame time, that thefe learned men declare how difingenuous,
bafe and wicked it would be, how much beneath the dignity of Philofo-
phy, and contrary to the precepts of Chriftianity, to utter falthoods or
forgeries in the fupport of a caufe, though never fo juit in it felf, they
confidently affert this miraculous power, which then f{ubfiited in the
Church, nay tell us that they themfelves had been eye-witnefles of it at
feveral times, and in feveral inftances ; nay appeal to the heathens them-
{elves for the truth of feveral fafts they relate, nay challenge them to be
prefent at their aflemblies, and fatisfie themfelves, if they doubt of it; nay
we find that Pagaer Authors have in fome inftances confefled this miracu-
lous power.

III. The letter of Marcus Aurelius, whofe army was preferved by a
refrefhing fhower, at the fame time that his encmies were difcomfited by
a ftorm of lightning, and which the heathen hiftorians themfelves allow
to have been fupernatural and the effeét of magic: I fay, this letter, which
afcribed this unexpeéted afliftance to the prayers of the Chriftians,who then
ferved in the army, would have been thought an unqueftionable teftimo-
ny of the miraculous power I am fpeaking of, had it been flill preferved.
It 15 fufficient for me in this place to take notice, that this was one of thofe
miracles which had its influence on the learned Converts, becaufeit is rela-
ted by Tertullian, and the very letter appealed to. When thefe learned
men {faw ficknefs and frenzy cured, the dead raifed, the oracles put to
Glence, the Demeons and evil fpirits forced to confefs themfelves no Gods,
by perfons who only made ufe of prayer and adjurations in the name of
their crucified Saviour; how could they doubt of their Saviour’s power
on the like occafions, as reprefented to them by the traditions of the
Church, and the writings of the Evangelifis ?

IV. Under this head,1 cannot omit that which appears to me a ftanding
miracle in the three firft Centuries, I mean that amazing and fupernatu-
ral courage or patience, whic!\ was fthewn by innumer_ahlp multitudes of
Martyrs, 1n thofe flow and painful Lorments that w‘erc:mﬂ]&cd on themr. I
ivea man placed inthe burningiron chair at Lyons,amid the in-

and {till keeping his feat;
or

cannot conce ) i
fults and mockeries of a crouded Amphitheatre,

Vou. IV. Eeee




586  Of the CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

or ftretched upon a grate of iron, over coals of fire, and breathing out his
foul among the exquifite fufferings of fuch 2 tedious execution, rather
than renounce hisTeligion, or blafpheme his Saviour. Such tryals feem
to me above the ftrength of human nature, and able to over-béar duty,
reafon, faith, conviction, nay, and the moft abfolute certainty of a future
{tate. Humanity, unaflifted in an extraordinary manner, muit have fha-
ken off the prefent preflure, and have delivered it felf out of fuch a dread-
ful diftrefs, by any means that could have been fuggefted toit. We can
eafily imagine, that many perfons, in fo good a caufe, might have laid
down their lives at the gibbet, the ftake, or the block: but to expire lei-
furely among the molt exquifite tortures, when they might come out of
them, even by a mental refervation, or an hypocrify which' was not with-
out a poffibility of being followed by repentance and forgivenefs, has
{fomething in it, {o far beyond the force and natural ftrength of mortals,
that one cannot but think there was fome miraculous power to fupport
the fufferer.

V. We find the Church of Smyr#a, in that admirable letter which
gives an account of the death of Polyrarp their beloved Bifhop, mentio-
ning the cruel torments of other early Martyrs for Chriftianity, are of
opinion, that our Saviour {tcod by them in a vifion, and perfonally con-
verfed with them, to give them {trength and comfort during the bitter-
nefs of their long continued agonies; and we have the ftory of a young
man, who, having fuffercd many torrures, efcaped with life, and told his
fellow-chriftians, that the pain of them had been rendred tolerable, by
the prefence of an Angel who ftood by him, and wiped off the teats and
{weat, which ran down his face whillt he lay under his fufferings. We
are affured at leaft that the firft Martyr for Chriftianity was encouraged
in his laft moments, by a vifion of that divine perfon, for whom he {uf-
fered, and into whofe prefence he was then haftening.

VI Let any man calmly lay his hand upon his heart, and after reading
thefe terrible confliéts in which the ancient Martyrs and Confeflors were
engaged, when they paffed through fuch new inventions and varieties of
pain, as tired their tormentors; and ask himfelf, however zealous and fin-
cere he is in his religion, whether under fuch acute and lingring tortures
he could ftill have held faft his integrity, and have profefled his faith to
the laft, without a fupernatural affiftance of fome kind or other. For
my part, when I confider that it was not an unaccountable obflinacy in a
fingle man, or in any particular fett of men, in fome extraordinary jun-
&ure; but that there were multitudes of each fex, of every age, of diffe-

rent
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rent countries and conditions, who for near 300 years together made
this glorious confeffion of their faith, in the midft of tortures, and 10 the
hour of death: I muft conclude, that they were either of another make
than men are at prefent, or that they had fuch miraculous fupports
as were peculiar to thofe times of Chriftianity, when without them per-
haps the very name of it might have been extinguifhed.

VIL It is certain, that the deaths and fufferings of the primitive Chriftis
ans had a great fhare in the converfion of thofe learned Pagans, who li-
ved in the ages of Perfecution, which with fomeintervals and abatements
lafted near 3oo years after our Saviour. Fuftin Martyr, Tertulitan, Lac-
tantius, Arnobius, and others, tell us, that this firft of all alarmed their
curiofity, roufed their attention, and made them ferioufly inquifitive into
the nature of that religion, which could endue the mind with fo much
ftrength, and overcome the fear of death, nay raife an earneft defire of
it, though it appeared in all its terrors. This they found had not been
effe@ted by all the do@rines of thofe Philofophers, whom they had tho-
roughly ftudied, and who had been labouring at this great point. The
fight of thefe dying and tormented Martyrs engaged them to fearch into
the hiftory and doétrines of him for whom they fuffered. The more they
fearched, the more they were convinced; till their conviflion grew fo
{trong, that they themfelves embraced the fame truths, and either actual-
ly laid down their lives, or were always in a readinefs to do it rather
than depart from them.

SECTION VIIL

I The completion of our Saviour's prophectes confirmed Pagans in their
belief of the Gofpel.

. Origen’s obfervation on that of his Difciples being brought before Kings
and Governeurs; _

HI. On their being ;»_.?:-ﬁ».:“f.f:fd for their religion ;

IV. On their preaching the Gofpel to all nations ;

V. On the deffruétion of Jerufalem, and ruin of the Jewith occomomy.

VI. Thefe arguments [irengthened by what has happened fimce Origen’s
Lame,

Eeee 2 I. The
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. HE fecond of thofe extraordinary means, of great ufe to the
learned and inquifitive Pagans of the three firft Centuries, for
evincing the truth of the hiftory of our Savic:-u_r, was the' com-

pletion of fuch prophecies as are recorded of him in the Evangelifts, They

could not indeed form any arguments from what he foretold, and was
fulfilled during his life, becaufe both the prophecy and the completion

were over before they were publifhed by the Evangelifts s though, as O-

rigen obferves, what end could therebe in forging fome of thefe prediétions,

as that of St, Peter’s denying his mafter, and all his Difciples forfaking
him in the greateft extremity, which refles fo much fhame on the great

Apoftle, and on all his companions? Nothing but a ftri&t adherence to

truth, and to matters of faét, could have prompted the Evangelifts to re-

late a circumftance fo difadvantageous to their own reputation; as that

Father has well obferved.

II. But to purfue his reflections on this fubje@. There are preditions
of our Saviour recorded by the Evangelifts, which were not completed
till after their deaths, and had no likelihood of being fo, when they were
pronounced by our blefled Saviour. Such was that wonderful notice he
gave them, that they fhould be brought before Gevernours and Kings for
his fake, for a teflimony againft them and the Genziles, Mar. 10. 28. with
the other like prophecies, by which he foretold that his Difciples were
to be perfecuted. Is there any other doérine in the world, {ays this Father,
whofe followers are punithed? Can the enemies of Chrift fay, thatheknew
his opinions were falfe and impious, and that therefore he might well con-
Jecture and foretell what would be the treatment of thofe perfons who
thould embrace them? Suppofing his dotrines were really fuch, why
fhould this be the confequence? what likeliiood that men fhould be
brought before Kings and Governours for opinions and tenets of any kind,
when this never happened even to the Epicureans, who abfolutely de-
nied a Providence; nor to the Peripateticks themfelves, who laughed at
the prayers and facrifices which were made to the Divinity? Are there
any but the Chriiltians who, according to this prediction of our Saviour, be-
ing brought before Kings and Governours for his fake, are prefled to their
lateft gafp of breath, by their refpective judges, to renounce Chriftianity,
and to procure their liberty and reft, by offering the fame facrifices, and ta-
king the fame oaths that others did ?

IlI. Confider the time when our Saviour pronounced thofe words,
Matt. 10, 32. Whofoever fhall confefs me before men, him will I confefs
alfo before my Father which is in beaven: but whofoever fhall deny me

before
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before men, him will I alfo deny before my Father which is in heaven,
Had you heard him fpeak after this manner, when as yet his Difciples
were under no fuch tryals, ‘you would certainly have faid within your
felf, If thefe fpeeches of Fefis are true, and if, accordingto his predi-
&ion, Governors and Kings undertake to ruin and deftroy thofe who fhall
profefs themfelves his Difciples, we will believe (notonly that he is a
Prophet) but that he has received power from God fufficient to preferve,
and propagate his religion ; and that he would never talk in fuch a pe-
remptory and difcouraging manner, were he not aflured that he was able
to fubdue the moft powerful oppofition, that could be made againft the
faith and doétrine which he taught.

IV. Who is not ftruck with admiration, when he reprefents to himfelf
our Saviour at that time foretelling, that his Gofpel thould be preached
in all the world, for a witnefs unto all nations, or as St. Orzges (who ra-
ther quotes the {enfe than the words) to ferve for a conviction to Kings
and people, when at the fame time he finds that his Gofpel has accordingly
been preached to Greeks and Barbarians, to the learned and to the ig-
norant, and that there is no quality or condition of life able to exempt
men from fubmitting to the doérine of Chriff 2 As for us, fays this
great Author, in another part of his book againit Celfus, ¢ When we
« fee every day thofe events exactly accomplifhed which our Saviour
« foretold at fo great a diftance : That his Gofpel is preached in all the
« world, Marthew 4. 14. That his Difciples go and teach all nations,
« Matthew 28. 19. And that thofe, who have received his doftrine, are
« brought for his fake before Governors, and before Kings, Marzhew
« yo. 18. we are filled with admiration, and our faith in. him is con-
« firmed more and more. W hat clearer and ftronger proofs can Celfus
« ask for the truth of what he fpoke ?

V. Origen infifts likewife with great ftrength on that wonderful pre-
diion of our Saviour, concerning the deftruétion of Ferufalem, pro-
nounced at a time, as he obferves, when there was no likelihood nor ap-
pearance of it. This has been taken notice of and inculcated by fo
many others, that I fhall refer you to what this Father has f{aid on the
fubje& in the firft book againft Celfws. And as to the accomplifhment of
this remarkable prophecy, fhall only obferve,. that whoever reads the ac-
count given us by Fo/éphus, without knowing his charafter, and. com-
pares it with what our Saviour foretold, would think the biftorian had
been a Chriftian, and that he had nothing elfe in view but to adjuft the

event to the predition.
VL. 1
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VI. I cannot quit this head without taking notice, that Origer would
{till have triumphed more in the foregoing arguments, had he lived an
age longer, to have feen the Roman Emperors, and all their Governors
and provinces, fubmitting themfelves to the Chriftian religion, and glory-
ing in its profeflion, as fo many Kings and Soveraigns {lill place their
relation to Chrift at the head of their titles.

How much greater confirmation of his faith would he have received,
had he feen our Saviour’s prophecy ftand good in the deftrution of the
temple, and the diffolution of the Fewifh ceconomy, when Fews and
Pagans united all their endeavours under Fw/ian the Apoftate, to baffle
and falfifie the prediciion? The great preparations that were made for
re-building the temple, with the hurricane, earthquake, and eruptions of
fire, that deftroyed the work, and terrified thofe employed in the attempt
from proceeding in it, are related by many hiltorians of the fame age,
and the {ubftance of the {tory teflified both by Psgen and Fewifh wri-
ters, as Ammianus’ Marcellinus and  Zemath-David. The learned
Chryfiofiome, in a fermon againft the jfews, tells them this faét was then
frefh in the memories even of their young men, that it happened  but
twenty years ago, and that it was attefted by all the inhabitants of Fers-
fabem, where they might flill fee the marks of it in'the rubbifh of that
work, from which the Fetvs defifted in fo great a fright, and which even
Fulian had not the courage to carry on. T'his fact, which is in it {elf fo
miraculous, and fo indifputable, brought over many of the Fews to Chri-

ftianity ; and fhows us, that after our' Saviour’s prophecy againdt it, the
temple could not be preferved from the plough pafling over it, by all the
care of Tirus, who would fain have prevented its'deftruction, and that
inftead ‘of being re-edified by Fulian, all his endeivours towards it did
but {till more literally accomplith our Saviout’s prediction, that not one
{tone fhould be left upon another.

The ancient Chriftians ‘were fo entirely perfuaded of' the force of our
Saviour’s prophecies, and of the punifhment which the Fews had drawn
upon themfelves, and upon their children, for the treatment which the
Me/ffiah had received at their hands, that they did not doubt but they
would always remain an abandoned and difperfed people;  an hifling and
an aftonifhment among the nations, as they are to this day.. In fhort,
that they had loft their peculiarity of being God's people, which was
now transferred to the body -of Chriftians, and which preferved the
Church of Chriff among all the conflicts, difficulties and perfecutions,
in which it was engaged, as it had preferved the Yewi/b government and

oeconomy
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ceconomy for fo many ages, whilft it had the fame truth and vital prin-
eiple in it, notwithflanding it was fo frequently in danger of being utterly
abolithed and deftroyed. Origen, in his fourth book againit Ce/fus, men-
tioning their being calt out of Ferufalem, the place to which their wor-
{hip was annexed, deprived of their temple and facrifice, their religious
rites and {olemnities, and fcattered over the face of the earth, ventures
to afTure them with a face of confidence, that they would never be re-
eftablifhed, fince they had committed that horrid crime againft the Sa-
viour of the world. This was a bold affertion in the good man, who
knew how this people had $een fo wonderfully re-eftablithed in former
rimes, when they were almoft fwallowed up,and in the moft defperate ftate
of defolation, as in their deliverance out of the Babyloni/b captivity, and
the opprellions of Autiochus Epiphaiies. Nay, he knew that within lefs
than a hundred years before his own time, the 7ews had made fucha
powerful effort for their re-eftablithment under Barchocab, in the reign
of Adrian, as thook the whole Roman empire. But he founded his opi-
nion on a fure word of prophecy, and on the punifhment they had fo
juftly incurred ; and we find, by a long experience of 1500 years, that he
was not miftaken, nay that his opinion gathers ftrength daily, fince the
Fews are now at a greatér diftance from any probability of fuch a re-
eftablifiment, than they were when Origen wrote.

i Dy e e 6 o

L. The lives of primitive Chriftians, another means of bringing learned
Pagans nto their religion.

II. The change and reformation of their manners.

W1, This looked upon as fupernatural by the learned Pagans,

IV. And firengthened the accounts given of our Saviour’s life and biftory.

V. The Jewith prophecies of our Saviour, an argument for the beathens belief:

VI Purfied :

VII. Purfued.

I. ~ HERE was one other means enjoyed by the learned Pagans
of the three firft centuries, for fatisfying them in the truth
of our Saviour’s hiftory, which I might have flung under one

of the foregoing heads ; but as it is fo fhining a particular, and does

{o
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{o much honour to our religion, I fhall make a diftinét article of it, and
only confider it with regard to the fubject [ am upon: I mean the lives
and manners of thofe holy men, who believed in Chri# during the firft
ages of Chriftianity. I fhould be thought to advance a paradox, fhould I
athirm that there were More Chriftians in the world during thofe times
of perfecution, than there are at prefent in thefe which we call the flou-
rithing times of Chriftianity. But this will be found am indifputable
truth, if we form our calculation upon the opinions which prevailed in
thofe days, that every one who lives in the habitual pratice of any vo-
luntary fin, actually cuts himfelf off from the benefits and profeflion of
Chriftianity, and whatever he may call himfelf, is in reality no Chriftian,
nor ought to be efteemed as fuch.

II. In the times we are now furveying, the Chriftian religion thowed its
full force and efficacy on the minds of men, and by many examples de-
monftrated what great and generous fouls it was capable of producing,
It exalted and refined its profelytes to a very high degree of perfeéion,
and fet them far above the pleafures, and even the pains, of this life, It
Atrengthened the infirmity, and broke the fiercenefs of human nature. It
lifted up the minds of the ignorant to the knowledge and worihip of him
that made them, and infpired the vicious with a rational devotion, a {tri&
purity of heart, and an unbounded love to their fellow-creatures. In
proportion as it {pread through the world, it feemed to change mankind
into another fpecies of Beings. No fooner was a convert initiated into
it, but by an eafy figure he became a New Man, and both aéed and look-
ed upon himfelf as one regenerated and born a fecond time into another
ftate of exiftence.

L. It is not my bufinefs to be more particular in the accounts of pri-
mitive Chriftianity, which have been exhibited fo well by others, but ra-
ther to obferve, that the Pagar converts, of whom I am now fpeaking,
mention this great reformation of thofe who had been the greateft fin-
ners, with that fudden and furprifing change which it made in the lives
of the molt profligate, as having fomething in it fupernatural, miracu-
lous, and more than human. Origen reprefents this power in the Chri-
ftian religion, as no lefs wonderful than that of curing the lame and
blind, or cleanfing the leper. Many others reprefent it in the fame light,
and looked upon it as an argument that there was a certain divinity in
that religion, which thowed it felf in fuch ftrange andglorious effeéts.

IV. This therefore was a great means not only of recommending Chri-
flianity to honett and learned heathens, but of confirming them in the

belief
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belief of our Saviour’s hiftory, when they faw multitudes of virtuous
men daily forming themf{elves upon his example, animated by his precepts,
and actnated by that Spirit which he had promifed to fend among his
Difciples.

V. But I find no argument made a flronger impreflion on the minds
of thefe eminent Pagan converts, for {trengthening their faith in the
hiftory of our Saviour, than the prediftions relating to him in thole old
prophetiek writings, which were depofited among the hands of the
greateft enemies to Chriftianity, and owned by them to have been extant
many ages before his appearance. The learned heathen converts were
aftonithed. to fee the whole hiftery of their Saviour’s life publithed before
he was born, and to find that the Evangelifts and Prophets, in their ac-
counts of the Mefiab, differed only in point of time, the one foretelling
what fhould bappen to him, and the other defcribing thofe very pnra{.
culars as what had adtually happened. This our Saviour himfelf was

leafed to make ufe of as the ftrongeft argument of his being the pro-
mifed Me/fiab, and without it would hardly have reconciled his Difciples
to the ignominy of his death, as in that remarkable paflage which men-
tions his converfation with the two Difciples, on the day of his refurre-
&ion. St. Luke, chap.24. verfe 13 to the end.

V1. The heathen converts, after having travelled through all human
learning, and fortified their minds with the knowledge of arts and fciences,
were particularly qualified to examine thefe prophecies with great care
and impartiality, and without prejudice or prepoffeflion. If the ¥ews
on the one fide put an unnatural interpretation on thefe prophecies, to
evade the force of them in their controverfies with the Chriitians; or if
the Chriftians on the other fide over-firained feveral paflages in their ap-
plications of them, as it often happens among men of the beft under-
ftanding, when their minds are heated with any confideration that bears
a more than an ordinary weight with it: the learned Heathens may be
looked upon as neuters in the matter, when all thefe prophecies were
new to them, and their education had left the interpretation of them
free and indifferent.| Belides, thefe learned men among the primitive
Chriftians, knew how the Fews, who had preceded our Saviour, inter-
preted thefe predictions, and the feveral marks by which they acknow-
ledged the Mefish would be difcovered, and how thofe of the Few:fph
Do&ors who fucceeded him, had deviated from the interpretations and
doéirines of their forefathers, on purpofe to ftifle their own coaviftion,

Vor. IV. Ffff VIL. This




504 Of the Car1isTIAN RELIGION,

VII. This fett of arguments had therefore an invincible force with
thofe Pagan Philofophers who became Chriftians, as we find in moft of
their writings. ‘They could not disbelieve our Saviour’s hiftory, which fo
exacily agreed with every thing that had been written of him many ages
before his birth, nor doubt of thofe circumftances being fulfilled in him,
which could not be true of any perfon that lived in the world befides him-
felf. This wrought the greateft confufionin the unbelieving Fews, and
the greateft convittion in the Gentiles, who every where fpeak with
aftonithment of thefe truths they met with in this new magazine of learn-
ing which was opened to them, and carry the point fo far as to think
whatever excellent doctrine they had met with among Pagar writers,
had been ftole from their converfation with the Jews, or from the per-
ufal of thefe writings which they had in their cuftody.

E iJiN-vd §
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