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OF THE

CHRISTIAN RELIGION.

SECTION L

I. General divißon of the following difcourfe, with regard to Pagan anä
Jewilh Authors; who mention particulars relating to our Saviour.

II. Not probable that any fuch Jhould be mentioned by Pagan writers who
lived at the fame time, from the natureof Rieh tranfacJions.

III. EJpecially when related by the Jews:
IV. And heard at a diflance by thofe who pretended to as great miracles

as their own.
V. Befides that , no Pagan writers of that age lived in Judaea or its Con-

fines.
VI. And becaufe many books of that age are loß.
VII. An inflance of one record proved to be authentick.
VI IL A fecond record of probable, though not undoubted, authority.

Vol . IV. ß b b b l THAT
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i. f^ PSTSS^ ^^^yi?̂ ^ *mâ^ before y°ua^ ^ ate°f
! the fubjecl: under our confideration, and

methodize the feveral particulars that I
t| touched upon in difcourfe with you ; I
! fhall Arft take notice of fuchTaganAuthors,
I as have given their teßimony to the hiftory
i of our Saviour; reduce thefe Authors un-

i| der their refpeäive claffes, and fliew what
. | authority their tellimonies carry with them,

PI  j Secondly, I fhall take notice of Jewijh Au¬
thors in the fame light.

II. There are many reafons, why you fliould not expeft that matters of
fuch a wonderful nature fliould be taken notice of by thofe eminent TOr¬
gan writers, who were contemporaries with Jefiis Chrifl, or by thofe who.
lived before his Difciples had perfonally appeared among them, and afcer-
tained the report which had gone abroad concerninga life fo füll of mi-
racles.

Suppofing fuch things had happened at this day in Switzerland, or a-
mong the Grifons, who make a greater figure in Europe than Judaa did
in the RomanEmpire, would they be immediately believed by thofe who
live at a great diftance from them? or would any certain account of them
be tranfmitted into foreign countries, within fo fliort a fpace of time as¬
that of our Saviour's publick miniftry? Such kinds of news, though never
fo true, feldom gain credit, tili fome time after they are tranfacled and
expofed to the examination of the curious, who by laying together cir-
cumftances, atteftations, and charafters of thofe who are concerned in
them, either receive, or rejecl: what at firfl: none but eye-witneffes could
abfolutely believe or disbelieve. In a cafe of this fort, it was natural for
men of fenfe and learning to treat the whole account as fabulous, or at
fartheft.to fufpend their belief of it, until all things ftood together in their
füll light.

III. Befides, the Jews were branded not only for fuperftitions different
from all the religions of the Tagan world, but in a particular manner
ridiculed for being a credulous people; fo that whatever reports of fuch
a nature came out of that country, were looked upon by the heathen
world as falfe, frivolous, and improbable.

iV. We
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IV. We may further obferve that the ordinary praftice of Magic in

thofe times, with the many pretended Prodigies, Divinations, Apparitions,
and local Miracles among the Heathens, made them lefs attentive to fuch
news from Judaa , tili they had time to confider the nature, the occafion,
and the end of our Saviour's miracles, and were awakened by many fur-
prizing events to allow them any confideration at all,

V. We are indeed told by St. Matthew, that the fame of our Saviour,
during his life, went throughout all Syrza, and that there followed him
great multitudes of people from Galilee, Judaa , T)ecapolis, Idumaa, from
beyond Jordan, and from Tyre and Sidon. Now had there been any hi-
ftorians of thofe times and places, we might have expefted to have feen
in them fome account of thofe wonderful tranfaftions in Judaa -, but
there is not any fingie Author extant, in any kind, of that age, in any of
thofe countries.

VI. Howmany books have periflied in which poflibly there might have
been mention of our Saviour? Look among the Romans, how few of
their writings are come down to our times? In the fpace of two hundred
years from our Saviour's birth, when there was fuch a multitude of wri-
ters in all kinds, how fmall is the number of Authors that have made
their way to the prefent age?

VII. One authentick Record, and that the moft authentick heathen
Record, we are pretty fure is loft. I mean the account fent by the Go-
vernor of Judaa , under whom our Saviour was judged, condemnedf
and crucified. It was the cuftom in the RomanEmpire, as it is to this

day in all the governments of the world, for the praefe&s and vice-roys of
diftant provinces to tranfmit to their Soveraign a fummary relation of
every thing remarkable in their adminiftration. That 'Pontius Tilate , in
his account, would have touched on fo extraordinary an event in Judaa y
is not to be doubted ; and that he aftually did, we learn from Juflin
Martyr , who lived abouta hundred years after our Saviour's death, refi-
ded, made Converts, and fuffered martyrdom at Rome, where he was
engaged with Philofophers, and in a particular manner with Crefcens the
Cynick, who could eafily have deteäed , and would not fail to have ex-
pofed him, had he quoted a Record not in being, or made any falfe cita-
tion out of it. Would the great Apologift have challenged Crefcensto

difpute the caufe of Chriftianity with him before the RomanSenate, had
he forged fuch an evidence?or would Crefcenshave refufed the challenge,
could he have triumphed over him in the deteäion of fucha forgery? To
which we muri add, that the Apology, which appeals to this Record,

B b b b x * was
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was prefented to a learned Emperor , and to the whole body ©f the Ro¬
man Senate. This father in Iiis apology, fpeaking of the death and fuf-
fering of our Saviour, refers the Emperor for the truth of what he fays
to .the. Tontius Tilate , which I have here mentioned . 'Tertullian,
who wrote his Apology about fifty years after Jußin , doubtlefs referred
to the fame Record , when- he teils the Governor of Rome, that the Em¬
peror Tiberius having received an account out of Taleßine in Syria of
the Divine perfon, who had appeared in that country , paid him a parti-
cular regard , and' threatned to punim any who fhould accufe the chrifti-
ans ; nay, that the Emperor would have adopted him among the Deines
whom they worfhipped, had not the Senate refufed to come into his
propofal. Tertullian , who gives us this hiftory, was not only one of the
moft learned men of his age, but what adds a greater weight to his au-,
thority in this cafe, was eminent ly skilful and -well read in the laws of
the Roman Empire . Nor can it be faid, that Tertullian gr.ounded his
quotation upon the authority of Juflin Martyr , becaufe we find he mixes
if with matters of faft which are not related by that Author . Eufebius
mentions the fame ancient Record , but as it was not extant in his time,
I fliall not infift upon his authority in this point . If it be objefted . that
this particular is not mentioned in any Roman Hiftorian,, ! iriall .ufe the
fame argument in a parallel cafe, and fee whether it will carry any force
with it . Vlpian the great Roman Lawyer gathered together all the Im¬
perial Edifts that had been made againft the chriftians., But did .any one
ever fay that there had been no fuch Edidts, becaufe they were not
mentioned in the hiftories of thofe Emperors ? Befides,..who knows but
this circumftance of Tiberius was mentioned in other hiftorians that have
been loft, though not to be föund in any Hill extant ?. Has not Suetoni?
m many partkulars of this Emperor omitted by Tacitus , and Herodian
many that are not fomuchas hinted at by either ? As for the fpurious .ABs.
of 'Pilate ^now extant, we know the occafion and time .of their writing,
and that had there not been a true and authentick . Record of this nature,
t-hey would never have been forged .>

VIII. The ftory o? Agbarus King of Edeffa, relating to the Jetter which
he fent to our Saviour, and to that which he received from him, is a record
of great authority ; and though I will not infift upon it, may venture to
fay, that had we fuch an evidence for any fa<9 in Tagan hiftory,.an Author
would be thought very unreafonable who lhould reje.ft it . I believe you
will be of my opinion, if you will perufe, with other Äuthors , who have
appeared in vindicaticn of thefe letters as genuine, the additional argur

ments
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ments which have been made ufe of by the late famous and learned
Dr . Grabe, in the fecond volume of his Sficilegjum.-

_ _____ _

SECTION II.
.

T. What fatts in the hißory of our Saviour mlght be taken notice of by
Pagan Authors.

II. IVhat partiailar fatts are taken notice of and by what Pagan Au¬
thors.

III. How Celfus reprefented our Saviour £(miracles.
IV. The fame reprefentation made of them by other unbelievers, andprov-

ed tmreafdnable.
V. What fatJs in our Saviour 's hißory not to be expecled from Pagan

writers.

I. TT "T E now come to confider what undoubted authorities are extant
\ \ among Tagan writers ; and here we muft premifey that fome

parts of our.Saviour's hiiiory may bcreafonably expeäed from
Tagans . I mean fuch parts as mrght be known to thofe who lived at a
dillance from Jud <ea, as well as to thofe who were the followers and
eye-witneffes of Chriß.

II. Such particulars are moftof thefe which follow, and which are all
attefted by fome one or other of thofe heathen Authors , who lived in or
near the age of our Saviour and his difciples. That Auguftus Csefar had
ordered the whole empire to be cenfed or taxed , which brought our Sa¬
viour's reputed parents to Bethlehem : This is mentioned by feveral Ro¬
man hiftorians, as Tacitus , S'uetonius, and Dion . That a great light,
or a new. flar apgeared in the eaß, which directed the wife men to our
Saviour : This is recorded by Chakidius . That Herod , the King of Pa-
leftine, fo offen mentioned in the Roman hißoryy ' made a great ßaughter
of innocent ehi/dren, being fo jealous of his fucceflor, , that he put to
death his own fons on that aecount : This eharacler of him is given by
feveral hiftorians, and this cruel fadr mentioned by Macrobius, a heathen
Author , who teils it as a known thlng, without any mark or doubt upon
it. That our Saviour had been in Egypt : This C^fus , though he raifes
a monftrous ftory upon it, is fo far from denying, that he teils us our

Saviour t
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Saviour learned the arts of magic in that country . That Pontius Pilate
was Governor of Jud £ a, that our Saviour was brought in judgment be-
fore him, and by him condemned and crucified : This is recorded by
Tacitus . That many miraculous eures and works out of the ordinary
courfe of nature were wrought by him : This is confefled by Julianthe Apo-
ftate, Torphyry, and Hiercdes , all of them not only Tagans , but profef-
fed enemies and perfecutors of Chriftianity . That our Saviour foretold
feveral things which came to £ afs aecording to bis predittions : This was
attefled by Thlegon in his annals, as we are aflured by the learned Origen
againft Celfus. That at the time when our Saviour died, there was a
miraculous darknefs and a great earthquake : This is recorded by the fame
Thlegon the Trallian , who was like wife a Tagan and Freeman to Adrian
the Emperor . We may here öoferve, that a native of Trallium , which
was not fituate at fo great a diftance from Talefline, might very probably
be informed of fuch remarkable events as had paßed among the Jews in
the age immediately preceding his own times, fince feveral of his coun-
trymen with whom he had converfed, might have reeeived a confufed
report of our Saviour before his crueifixion, and probably lived within
the Shake of the earthquake , and the Shadow of the eclipfe, which are
recorded by this Author . That Chrift was worßoipped as a God among
the Chrißia -ns ; that they would rather fujfer death than blafpheme him ;
that they reeeived a facrament , and by it entered into a vow of abßaining

fromßn and wickednefs, conformable to the advice given by St.Taul \ that
they had private ajfemblies of worßoip, and ufe"d to join together in
Hymns .- This is the aecount which TLinythe younger gives of Chriftia-
nity in his days, about feventy years after the dealh of Chriß , and which
agrees in all its circumftances with the aecounts we have in holy writ , of
the firft ftate of Chriftianity after the crueifixion of our BlefTed Saviour.
That St . Peter , whofe miracles are many of them recorded in holy writ , did
many wonderful works, is owned by Julian the apoftate, who therefore re-
prefents him as a great Magician, and one who had in his pofleffion a book
of magical fecrets left him by our Saviour. That the devils or evil Jpi-
rits were fubject to them, we may learn from Torphyry, who objeäs to
Chriftianity , that fince Jefus had begun to be worlhipped , Mfculapius
and the reft of the gods did no more converfe with men. Nay, Celfus
himfelf affirms the fame thing in effeft, when he fays, that the power
which feemed to refide in Chriftians, proeeeded from the ufe of certain
names, and the invocation of certain daemons. Origen remarks on this
pafTage, that the Author doubtlefs hints at thofe Chriftians who put to

flight
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flight evil fpirits, and healed thofe who were poiTeffed with them ; a facl
which had been often feen, and which he himfelf had feen, as he de-
clares in another part of his difcourfe againft Celfus. But at the fame time
he aflures us, that this miraculous power was exerted by the ufe of no
other name but that of jeßts , to which were added feveral paflages in his
hiftory, but nothing like any invocation to Dämons.

III. Celfus was fo hard fet with the report of our Saviour's. miracles,
and the confident atteftations concerning him, that though he often in-
timates he did not believe them to be true , yet knowing he might be fi-
lenced in fuch an anfwer, provides himfelf with another retreat , when
beaten out of this ; namely, that our Saviour was a magician. Thus he
compares the feeding of fo many thoufands at two different times with
a few loaves and fifhes, to the magical feafts of thofe Egyptian impoftors,
who would prefent their fpeftators with vifionary entertainments that had
in them neitherfubftance nor reality : which , by the way, is to fuppofe, that
a hungry and fainting multitude were filledby anapparition,or ftrengthned
and refrefhed with fhadows. He knew very well that there were fo many
witnefles and aäors , if I may call them fuch, in thefe two miracles, that
it was impoffible to refute fuch multitudes, who had doubtlefs fufficiently
fpread the fame of them, and was therefore in this place forced to refort
to the other folution, that it was done by magic. It was not enough to
fay that a miracle which appeared to fo many thoufand eye-witnefles was
a forgery of Chrifl's difciples, and therefore fuppofing them to be eye-
witnefles, he endeavours to fhew how they might be deceived.

IV. The unconverted heathens, who were prefled by the many autho-
rities that confirmed our Saviour's miracles, as well as the unbelieving
Jewsy who had aäually feen them, were driven to account for them after
th@fame manner : For , to work by magic in the heathen way of fpeak-
ing, was in the language of the Jews to caft out devils by Beelzebub the
the Prince of the devils. Our Saviour, who knew that unbelievers in all
ages would put this perverfe interpretation on his miracles, has branded
the malignity of thofe men, who contrary to the diftates of their own
hearts ftarted fuch an unreafonabJe objeclion, as a blafphemy againft the
Holy Ghoft , and declared not only the guilt, but the punifhment of fo
black a crime. At the fame time he condefcended to Ihew the vanity and
emptinefs of this objeäion againft his miracles, by reprefenting that they
evidently tended to the deftruöion of thofe powers, to whofe aftiftance
the enemies of his doftrine then afcribed them . An argument , which, if
duly w7eighed, renders the objecüon fo very frivolous and groundlefs, that

we
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we may venture to call k even blafphemy againlt common fenfe. Would
Magic endeavour to draw off the minds of men from the worfhip which
was paid to ftocks and ftones, to give them an abhorrence of thofe e-
vil fpirits who rejoiced in the moft cruel fäcrifices, and in offerings of
the greateft impurity ; and in Iii ort to call upon mankind to exert their
whole Itrength in the love and adoration of that one Being, from .whora
they derived their exiitence , and on whom only they were taught to de-
pend every moment for the happinefs and continuance of it ? Was it the
buiinefs of magic to humanize our natures with compaffion, forgivenefs,
and all the initances of the moit extenfive charity .? Would evil fpirits con-
tribute to make men fober, ehalte, and temperate , and in a word to pro-
duce that reformation, which was wrought in the moral world by thofe
dodrines of our Saviour, that reeeived their fanetion from his miracles?
Nor is it poilible to imagine, that evil fpirits would enter into a combi-
nation with our Saviour to cut off all their correfpondence and inter-
courfe with mankind, and to prevent any for the future from addifting
themfelves to thofe rites and ceremonies, which had done them fo much
honour . We fee the early effect which Chriüianity had on the minds of
men in this particular, by that number of books, which were filled with
the fecrets of magic, and made a facrifice to Chriltianity by the con-
verts mentioned in the Atts of the Apoltles. We have likewife an emi<-
nent initance of the inconfdtency of our Religion with magic, in the hi-
Itory of the famous Aquila . This perfon, who was a kinfman of the
Emperor Trajan , and likewife a man of great learning, nofwithftanding
he had empraced Chriltianity , could not be brought off from the ftudies
of magic, by the .repeated admonitions of his fellow-chriilians : fo .that at
length they expelled him their fociety, as rather chufing to lofe the repu-
.tation of fo confiderable a Profelyte , than communicate with one who
.dealt in fuch dark and infernal praeiiees. Befides we may obferve, that
all the favourers of magic were the moft profeft and bitter enemies to
the chriltian religion. Not to mention Simon Magus and many others,
I (hall only take notice of thofe two great perfecutors of chriltianity , the
Emperors Adrian and Julian the Apoitate , both of them initiated in
,the myiteries of divination, and skilled in all the depths of magic. Ifhall
only add, that evil fpirits cannot be fuppofed to have coneurred in the
eltablifhment of a religion, which triumphed over them, drove them out
of the places they poiTeft, and divelted them of their influence on man¬
kind ; nor would I mention this particular, though it be unanimoufly
iiepqrted by all the ancient chriüian Authors : did it not appear from the

authorities
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the authorities above-cited, that this was a faä confeft by heathens
themfelves.

V. Wc now fee what a multitude of Tagan teftimonies may be produced
for all thofe remarkable paflages, which might have been expeäed from
them: and indeed of feveral, that, I believe, do more than anfwer your ex-
peftation, as they were not fubjeiSs in their own nature fo expofed to
publick notoriety. It cannot be expeäed they fhould mention particu-
lars, which were tranfa&ed amongft the Difciples only, or among fome
few even of the Difciples themfelves; fuch as the transfiguration, the a-
gony in the garden, the appearance of Cbrifl after his refurreflion, and
others of thelike nature. It was impoffible for a heathen Author to relate
thefe things; becaufe if he had believed them, he would no longer have
beena heathen, and by that means his teftimony would not have been
thought of fo much validity. Befides, his very report of fads fo favou-
rable to Chriftianity would have prompted men to fay that he was pro-
bably tainted with their doftrine. We have a parallel cafe in Hecataus,
a famousGreekHiftorian, who had feveral paffages in his book confor-
mable to the hiftory of the Jewijh writers, which when quoted by Jofe-
phusi as a confirmation of the Jewißo hiftory, when his heathen adver-
faries could give no other anfwer to it, they would need fuppofe that
Hecätaus wasa Jew in his heart, though they had no other reafon for
it, but becaufe his hiftory gave greater authority to the Jewifo than the
Egypian Records.

S E CTION III.
I. Introduttion to a fecond liß 0/Pagan Authorsy who give teßlmony of

our Saviour.
II. A paffage concerntng our Saviour, froma learned Athenian.
III. His converßon from Paganifmto Chrißianity makes his evidenceßrou-

ger than ifhe had continueda Pagan.
IV. Ofanuher AthenianThilofofher converted to Chrißianity.
V. Why their converßon, inßead of weakeningt ßrengthens their evidence

in defence of Chrißianity.
VI. Their be lief in our Saviour1 s hißory foundedat firfi upon the frinci-

ples of hißorical faith.
Vol . IV. Cccc VII. That
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VII. Their teflimonles extended to all the fiarticulars of our Saviour 's

hiflory,
VIII. As related by the four Evangelißs.

I. "rTp O this lift of heathen writers , who make mentionofour Saviour,
X or touch upon any particulars of his life, I jfhall add thofe Au-

thors who were atfirlt heathens, and afterwards converted to Chriilianity;
upon which account , as I ihall here iliew, their teilimonies are to be
Iooked upon as the more authentick . And in this liit of evidences, I fliall
confine my felf to fuch learned Tagaus as came over to Chriilianity in
the three firft centuries, becaufe thofe were the times in which men had
the bell means of informing themfelves of the truth of our Saviour's hi-
flory, and becaufe among the great number of Philofophers who came in
afterwards, under the reigns of chriitian Emperors , there might be feve-
ral who did it partly out of worldly motives.

II. Let us now fuppofe, that a learned heathen writer who lived with-
in öo years of our Saviour's crucifixion, after having fhewn that falfe mi-
racles were generally wrought in obfcurity , and before few or no wit-
nefles, fpeaking of thofe which were wrought by our Saviour, has the fol-
lowing pafTage. " But his works were always feen, becaufe they were
tc true , they were feen by thofe who were healed, and by thofe who
" were raifed from the dead. Nay thefe perfons who were thus healed,
" and raifed, were feen not only at the time of there being healed, and
" raifed, but long afterwards . Nay they were feen not only all the while
" our Saviour was upon earth, but furvived after his departure out of this
" world , nay fome of them were living in our days.

III. I dare fay you would look upon this as a glorious atteftation for
the caufe of Chriilianity , had it come from the hand of a.famous Athe-
7iianPhilofopher . Thefe forementioned words however are aftually the
words of one who lived about fixty Years after our Saviour's crucihxion,
and wras a famous Philofopher in Athens -, but it will be faid, he was a
convert to Chriilianity . Now confider this matter impartially, and fee if
his teftimony is not much more valid for that reafon. Had he continued
a Tagan Philofopher , would not the world have faid that he was not
fincere in what he writ , or did not believe it ; for, if fo, would not they
have told us he would have embraced Chriflianity ? This was indeed the
cafe of this excellent man : he had fo thoroughly examined the truth of
our Saviour's hiüory , and the excellency of that religion which he taught,

and
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and was fo entirely convinced of both, that he became a Profelyte , and
di eda Martyr

IV . Arißides was an Athenian Philofopher , at the fame time, famed
for his learning and wifdom, but converted to Chriftianity . As it can-
not be queftioned that he perufed and approved the apology of §hiadra~
tus, in which is the paflage jufl now cited, he joined with him in an apo¬
logy of his own, to the fame Emperor , on the fame fubjeft . This apolo¬
gy, tho ' now loft, was extant in the time of Ado Fiennenfis, A. T>. 870-
and highly efteemed bv the moft learned Athemans , as that Aüthor wlt-
neffes. It muft have contained great arguments for the truth of our Sa-
viour's hiftory, becaufe in it he aflerted the divinity of our Saviour, which
could not but engage him in the proof of his miracles.

V . I do allow that, generally fpeaking, a man is not fo acceptable and
unqueftioned an evidence in fafts, which make for the advancement of
his own party . But we muß confider that , in the cafe before us, the per-
fons, to whom we appeal, were of an oppofite party, tili they were per-
fuaded of the truth of thofe very fafts, which they report . They bear
evidence to a hiftory in defence of Chriftianity, the truth of which hifto¬
ry was their motive to embrace Chriilianity . They atteft fafts which
they had heard while they were yet heathens, and had they not found rea-
ibn to believe them, they would ftill have continued heathens, and have
made ao mention of them in their writings.

VI . When a man is born under chriftian Parents , and trained up in the
profeffion of that religion from a child, he generally guides himfelf by the
rules of Chrifiian Faith in believing what is delivered by the Evangelifts;
but the learned Tagans of antiquity, before they became Chriftians, were
only guided by the common rules of Hiflorical Faith • That is, they
examined the nature of the evidence which was to be met with in com¬
mon fame, tradition , and the writings of thofe perfons who related them,
together with the number, concurrence , veracity, and private charaäers
of thofe perfons ; and being convinced upon all accounts that they had
the fame reafon to believe the hiftory of our Saviour, as that of any other
perfon to which they themfelves were not aftually eye-wkneffes, they
were bound by all the rules of hiftorical faith, and of right reafon, to give
credit to this hiftory. This they did accordingly, and in confequence of
it publifhed the fame truths themfelves, fuffered many affliftions, and very
often death it felf, in the aflertion of them. When I fay, that an hiftori¬
cal belief of the aäs of our Saviour induced thefe learned Tagaus to em¬
brace his doftrine , I do not deny that there were many other motives,

C c c c x whicii
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which conduced to it, as the excellency of his precepts , the fulfilling
of prophecies , the miracles of his Difciples, the irreproachable lives
and magnanimous fufferings of their followers, with other confiderations
of the fame nature : but whatever other collateral arguments wrought more
or lefs with Philofophers of that age, it is certain that a belief in the hiftory
of our Saviour was one motive with every new convert , and that upon
which all others turned , as being the very bafis and foundation of Chri-
llianity.

VII. To this I muft further add, that as we have already feen many
particular fafts which are recorded in holy writ , attefted by particular
JPagan Authors : the teftimony of thofe I am now going to produce , ex-
tends to the whole hiftory of our Saviour, and to that continued feries
of aöions , which are related of him and his Difciples in the books of
the New Teßament.

VIII. This evidently appears from their quotations out of the Evange-
lifts, for the confirmation of any dodtrine or account of our bleffed Savi¬
our . Nay a learned man of our Ration, who examined the writings of
the moft ancient Fathers in another view, refers to feveral paflages in
Irenaus , Tertullian , Clemens of Alexandria , Origen, and Cyprian, by
which he plainly ftiows that each of thefe early writers afcribe to the
four Evangelifts by name their refpeftive hiftories ; fo that there is not
the leaft room for doubting of their belief in the hiftory of our Saviour,
as recorded in the Gofpels. I ihall only add, that three of the five Fa¬
thers here mentioned , and probably four, were Tagans converted to Chri-
ßianity , as they were all of them very inquifitive and deep in the know-
ledge of heathen learning and philofophy.

SECTION
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SECTION IV.

I. Charadter of the times in which the Chrißian religion was fropagated:
II. And of many who embraced it.
III. Three eminent and early inßances.
IV. Multitudes of learned men who came over to it.
V. Belief in our Saviour 's hißory, the firß motive to their converßon.
VI . The names of feveral Pagan Thiloßphers , who were Chrißian con*

verts.

I. TT happened very providentially to the honour of the Chriftian re-
1 ligion, that it did not take Its nie in the dark illiterate ages of the

world , but at a time when arts and fciences were at their height,
and when there were men who made it the bufinefs of their lives to
fearch after truth , and fift the feveral opinions of Philofophers and wife
men, concerning the duty, the end, and chief happineis of reafonable
creatures.

II. Several of thefe therefore , when they had informed themfelves of
our Saviour's hiftory, and examined with unprejudiced minds the docT:-
rines and manners of his difciples and followers, were fo ftruck and con-
vinced, that they profefled themfelves of that feft ; notwi-thltanding , by
this profefüon in that jun&ure of time, they bid farewel to all the plea-
fures of this Kfe, renounced all the views of ambition, engaged in an unin-

terrupted courfe of feverities, and expofed themfelves to publick hatred
and contempt , to fufferings of all kinds, and to death itfelf.

III. Of this fort we may reckon thofe three early converts to Chriftia-

nity , who each of them was a member of a Senate famous for its wifdom .
and learning. Jofeph the Arimathean was of the Jewi/h Sanhedrimt
Dionyßus of the Athenian Areopagus, and Flavius Clemensof the Roman
Senate ; nay at the time of his death Conful of Rome. Thefe three were
fo thoroughly fatisfied of the truth of the Chriftian religion, that the
firft of them, according to all the reports of antiquity , died a martyr
for it ; as did the fecond, unlefs we disbelieve Ariflidesy his fellow-citi-
xen and contemporary ; and the third , as we are informed both by Ro¬
man and Chriftian Authors»

IV. Among
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IV. Among thofe innumerable multitudes , who in moft of the known

nations of the vvorld came over to Chriftianity at iLs tirlt appearance,we may be Iure there were great numbers of wife and learned men, be-fide thofe whofe names are in the Chriftian records , who without doubt
took care to examine the truth of our Saviour's hiftory, before theywould leave the religion of their country and of their forefathers, forthe i'ake of one that would not only cut them off from the allurements
of this world , but fubjeft them to êvery thing terrible or difagreeable init . Tertullian teils the Roman Governors , that their corporations , Coun¬cils, armies, tribes, co .mpani.es, the palace, fenate, and courts of judica-ture were filled with Chrifllans ; as Arnobius aflerts, that men of the fineft
parts and Itami .g, Orators , Grammarians, Rhetoricians , Lawyers , Phy¬sicians, Philofophers, defpifing the fentiments they had been once fondof, took up their reit in the Chriftian religion.

V. Who can imagine that men of this charaäer did not thoroughly in¬form themfelves of the hiftory of that peribn , whofe doftrines they em-braced ? for however confonant to reafon his precepts appeared, howgood foever were the efFefts which they produced in the world , nothingcould have tempted men to acknowledge him as their God and Saviour,but their being firmly perfuaded of the miracles he wrought , and themany atteftations of his divine milfion, which were to be met with inthe-hiftory of his life. This was the ground -work of the Chriftian re¬ligion, and, if this failed, the whole fuperftrufture funk with it. Thispoint therefore , of the truth of our Saviour's hiftory, as recorded by theEvangelifts, is every where taken for granted in the writings of thofe,who from Tagan Philofophers became Chriftian Authors , and who, byreafon of their converfion, are to be looked upon as of the ftrongeft col-lateral teftimony for the truth of what is delivered concerning our Sa¬viour.
VI . Befides innumerable Authors that are loft, we have the undoubted

names, works, or fragments of feveral Tagan Philofophers, which fhewthem to have been as learned as any unconverted heathen Authors of theage in which they lived. If we look into the greateft nurferies of learn-ing in thofe ages of the world, we find in Athens^ Dionyßus, Quadra-tus, Arißides , Athenagoras ; and in Alexandria , Dionyßis , Clemens,
Ammonius, Arnobius, and Anatolius, to whom we may add Origen ; forthough his father was a Chriftian martyr , he became, without all contro-verfy, the moft learned and able Philofopher of his age, by his educationat Alexandria , in that famous feminary of arb and fciences.

SECTION
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S E C T I O N V.

I. The leamed Pagans had means and opportunities of informing them-
felves of the truth of otir Saviours hißory ;

II. From the proceedings,
III. The Charakters, ßtjferings,
IV . And miracles of the perfons who publißoed it.
V . How thefe firfi Apoßles perpetuated their tradition , by ordainlng per-

fons to fucceed them.
VI . How their fuccejfors in the three firß centuries preferved their tra¬

ditio n.
VII. That five generations might derive this tradition from Chrifr, to the

end of the third Century.
VIII. Four eminent Chrißians that delivered it down fuccejfively to the

\year of our Lord zf ^.
IX . The faith of the für above-mentioned perfons, the fame with that

of the Churches of the Faß , of the JVeß, and of Egypt.
X . Another perfon added to them, who brings us to the year 343, and

that many other lißs might be added in as direc~t and ßoort a fucceffion.
XI . Why the tradition of the three firß centuries, more authentick than

that of any other age, proved from the converfation of the primitive
Chrißians.

XII . From the manner of initiating men into their religion.
XIII. From the correfpondence between the Churches.
XIV . From the long lives of feveral of Chrift 'j Difciples , of which

two inßances.

I. ttT now therefore only remains to confider, whether thefe learned
I men had means and opportunitieb of informing themfelves of the

truth of our Saviour's hillory ; for unlefs this point can be made
out ) their teftimonies will appear invalid, and their enquiries inefieciual.

II. As to this point, we rauft confider, that many thoufands had l'een
the tranfactions of our Saviour in Judaa , and that many hundred thou¬
fands had received an aecount of them from the mouths of thofe who
were aäually eye-witneifts . I mall only mention among thefe eye-wit-

nelies
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nefles the twelve Apoftles, to whom we muft add St. Taul, who had a
particular call to this high office, though many other difciples and fol-
lowers of Chrtfl had alfo their fhare in the publiflüng this wonderful hi-
ftory. We learn from the ancient records of Chriftianity, that many of
the Apoftles and Difciples made it the exprefs bufinefs of their lives,
travelled into the remotell parts of the world, and in all places gathered
multitudes about them, to acquaint them with the hiftory and doärinesof their crucifled Mafter. And indced, were all Chriftian records of
thefe proceedings.entirely loft, as many have been, the effecl: plainly
evinces the truth of them ; for how elfe during the Apoftles lives could
Chriftianity have fpread itfelf with fuch an amazing progrefs through the
feveral nations of the Romanempire? how could it fly like lightning,
and carry convidion with it, from one end of the earth to the other?

III. Heathens therefcre of every age, fex, and quality, born in the molt
difTerent climates, and bred up under the moft different inftitutions, when
they faw men of piain fenfe, without the help of learning, armed with
patience and courage, inftead of wealth, pomp, or power, exprefling in
their lives thofe excellent doftrines of Morality, which they taught as
delivered to them from our Saviour, averring that they had feen his mi-
racles during his life, and converfed with him after his death; when, I fay,
they faw no fufpicion of falfliood, treachery, or worldly intereft, in their
behaviour and converfation, and that they fubmitted to the moft ignomi-
nious and cruel deaths, rather than retracl: their teftimony, or even be fi-
lent in matters which they were to publilh by their Saviour's efpecial
command, there was no reafon to doubt of the veracity of thofe fafts
which they related, or of the Divine Million in which they were em-
ployed.

IV. But even thefe.motives to Faith in our Saviour would not have
been fufficient to have brought about in fo few years fuch an incredible
number of converfions, had not the Apoftles been able to exhibit Hill
greater proofs of the truths which they taught. A few perfons of an
odious and defpifed country could not have filled the world with Belie-
vers, had they not (hown undoubted credentials from the Divine perfon
who fent them on fucha meffage. Accordingly we are affured, that they
were invefted with the power of working miracles, which was the moft
fhort and the moft convincing argument that could be produced, and the
Only one that was adapted to the reafon of all mankind, tothe capacities of
the wife and ignoranr, and could overcome every cavil and every preju-dice. Who would not believe that our Saviour healed thefick, andraif-

ed
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ed thedead , when it was publilhed by thofe who themfelves often did the
fame miracles, in their prefence, and in his name ! Could any reafonable
perfon imagine, that God Almighty would arm men with fuch powers to
authorize a lye, and eftablilha religion in the world which was difpleafing
to him, or that evil fpirits would lend them fuch an effe&ual alliftance to
beat down vice and idolatry?

V . When the Apoftles had formed many aflemblies in feveral parts of
the Tagan world, who gave credit to the glad tidings of the Gofpel, that,
upon their departure , the memory of what they had related might not
perilh, they appointed out of thefe new converts, men of the beft fenfe, and
of the moft unblemilhed lives, to prefide over thefe feveral aflemblies, and:
to inculcate without ceafing what they had heard from the mouths of
thefe eye-witnefTes.

VI . Upon the death of any of thofe fubftitutes to the Apoftles and Di-
fciples of Chrtßj his place was filled up with fome other perfon of emi-
nence for his piety and learning, and generally a member of the fame
Church , who after his deceafe was followed by another in the fame man¬
ner, by which means the fucceflion was continued in an unintenupted
line. Irenaus informs us, that every church preferved a catalogue of its
Bilhopsin the order that they fucceeded one another , and (for an example)
produces the catalogue of thofe who governed the Church of Rome in
that characler, which contains eight or nine perfons, though but at a
very fmall remove from the times of the Apoftles.

Indeedthe lifts of Biftiops, which are come down to us in other churches,
are generally filled with greater numbers than one would expeft . But
the fucceflion was quick in the three firfl centuries, becaufe the Bifhop
very often ended in the Martyr : for when a perfecution arofe in
any place, the firfl fury of it feil upon this Order of holy men, who
abundantly teftified by their Deaths and Sufferings that they did not un-
dertake thefe offices out of any temporal views, that they were fincere
and fatisfied in the belief of what they taught , and that they firmly ad-
hered to what they had received from the Apoftles, as laying down their
lives in the fame hope, and upon the fame principles. None can be fup-
pofed fo utterly regardlefs of their own happinefs as to expire in torment,
and hazard their Eternity , to fupport any fables and inventions of their
own, or any forgeries of their predeceflbrs who had prefidedin the fame
church , and which might have been eafilydeteäed by the tradition of that
particular church, as well as by the concurring teftimony of others . To
this purpofe, I think it is very remarkable , that there was not a lingle Mar-

Vol . IV. D d d d tyr
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tyr amorig thofe many Hereticks , who difagreed with the Apoflolical
church , and introduced feveral wild and abfurd notions into the dodtrines
of Chriftianity . They durll not ftake their prefent and future happinefs
on their own chimerical imaginations, and did not only fhun perfecution,
but affirmed that it was unneceffary for their followers to bear their reli-
gion through fuch fiery tryals.

VII. We may fairly reckon , that this firft age of Apoftles and Difciples,
with that fecond generation of many who were their immediate converts,
extended it felf to the middle of the fecond Century , and that feveral of
the third generation from thefe laft mentioned , which was but the fifth
from Chrifl, continued to the end of the third Century . Did we know
the ages and numbers of the members in every particular church, which
was planted by the Apoftles, I doubt not but in moft of them there
might be found five perfons who in a continued feries would reach
through thefe three eenturies of years, that is tili the lö ^th from the death
of our Saviour.

VIII. Among the accounts of thofe very few out of innumerabfe
multitudes, who had embraced Chriftianity, I mall fingle out four perfons
eminent for their lives, their writings, and their fufferings, that were fuc-
ceffively contemporaries , and bring us down as far as to the year of our
Lord 154. St. John , who was the beloved Difciple, and converfed the
moft intimately with our Saviour, lived tili Anno Dom. 100. Tolycarf,
who was the Difciple of St. John , and had converfed with others of
the Apoftles and Difciples of our Lord , lived tili Anno Dom. 167, though
his life was fhortened by martyrdom . Irenaus , who was the Difciple of
Tolycarp, and had converfed with many of the immediate Difciples of
the Apoftles, lived, at theloweft computation of his age, tili the year zoi,
when he was likewife cut off by martyrdom ; in which year the great
Origen was appointed Regent of the Catechetick fchool in Alexandria,
and as he was the miracle of that age, for induftry, learning, and philofo-
phy, he was looked upon as the champion of Chriftianity, tili the year
25-4, when, if he did not fuffer martyrdom , as fome think he did, he
was certainly aftuated by the fpirit of it, as appears in the whole courfe
of his life and writings ; nay, he had often been put to the torture , and
had undergone tryals worfe than death . As he converfed with the moft
eminent Chrittians of his time in Egyp , and in the Eafl, brought over
multitudes both from herefy and heathenifm, and left behind him feveral
Difciples of great fame and learning, there is no queftion but there were
eonfiderable numbers of thofe who knew hims and had been his hearers,

feholarsa
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cholars, or profelytes, that lived tili the end of the third Century, and

to the reign of Conftantine the Great.
IX . It is evident to thofe, who read the lives and writings of Tolycarp,

Irenaus , and Ortgen, that thefe three Fathers believed the accounts which

are given of our Saviour in the four Evangelifts, and had undoubted ar-

guments that not only St. John , but many others of our Saviour's dif-

ciples,' publilhed the fame accounts of him. To which we muft fubjoin

this further remark , that what was believed by thefe Fathers on this fiib-

jeft , was likewife the belief of the main body of Chriftians in thofe fuc-

cellive ages when they flourilhed ; fince Tolycarp cannot but be looked

upon, if we confider the refpecl: that was paid him, as the reprefentative

of the Eaftern Churches in this particular, Irenaus of the W eftern upon

the fame account, and Origen of thofe eftablifhed in Egypt.
X . To thefe I might add Taul the famous hermite , who retired from

the T>ecian perfecution five or fix years before Origen's death, and lived

tili the year 343. I have only difcovered one of thofe Channels by which

the hiftory of our Saviour might be conveyed pure and unadulterated,

through thofe feveral ages that produced thofe Tagan Philofophers, whofe

teftimonies I make ufe of for the truth of our Saviour's hiftory. Some

or other of thefe Philofophers came into the Chriftian faith during its

infancy, in the feveral periods of thefe three firft centuries, when they

had fuch means of informing themfelves in all the particulars of our Sa¬

viour's hiftory. I muft further add, that though I have here only chofen

this fingle link of martyrs, I might find out others among thofe names
which are Hill extant , that delivered down this account of our Saviour

in a fucceffive tradition , tili the whole Roman empire became Chriftian;

as there is no queftion but numberlefs feries of witnefles might follow

one another in the fame order , and in as fhort a chain, and that perhaps

in every fingle Church, had the names and ages of the moft eminent pri¬

mitive Chriftians been tranfmitted to us with the like certainty.

XI . But to give this conlideration more force, we muft take notice,

that the tradition of the firft ages of Chriftianity had feveral circumftances

peculiar to it, which made it more authentick than any other tradition

in any other age of theworld . The Chriftians, who carried their reli-

gion through fo many general and particular perfecutions, were inceftantly

comforting and fupporting one another , with the example and hiftory of

our Saviour and his Apoftles. It was the fubject not only of their folemn

aflemblies, but of their private vifits and converfations. Our virgins,

fays Tatian , who lived in the fecond Century, äifcourfe over their diflajfs
D d d d i on
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on divine fubjecls . Indeed, when religion was woven into the civil go-
vernment , and flourifhed under the protection of the Emperors , men's
thoughts and difcourfes were, as they are now, füll of fecular affairs; but
in the three firfl centuries of Chrirtianity , men, who embraced this reli¬
gion, had given up all their interefts in this world , and lived in a 'perpe--
tual preparation for the next, as not knowing how foon they might be
ealled to it : fo that they had little elfe to talk of but the life and doft-
rines of that divine perfon, which was their hope, their encouragment,
and their glory. We cannot therefore imagine, that there was a fingle
perfon arrived at any degree of age or coniideration , who had not heard
and repeated above a thoufand times in his life, all the particulars of
our Saviour's birth, life, death , refurreftion , and afcenfion.

XII. Efpecially if we confider, that they could not then be received as
Chriftians, tili they had undergone feveral examinations. Perfons of
riper years, who flocked daily into the Church during the three firit
centuries, were obliged to pafs through many repeated inftruftions , and
give a itrift account of their proficiency, before they were admitted to
Baptifm. And as for thofe who were born of Chriltian parents, and had
been baptifed in their infancy, they were with the like care prepared and
difciplined for confirmation, which they could not arrive at, tili they
were found upon examination to have made a fufficient progrefs in the
knowledge of Chriftianity.

XIII. We muft further obferve, that there was not only in thofe times
this religious converfation among private Chriftians, but a conftant cör-
refpondence between the Churches that were eftablilhed by the Apoftles
or their fucceffors, in the feveral parts of the world . If any new doctrine
was ftarted, or any facl reported of our Saviour, a ftrift enquiry was
made among the Churches , efpecially thofe planted by the Apoltles them-
felves, whether they had received any fuch doärine or account of our
Saviour, from the mouths of the Apoftles, or the tradition of thofe Chri-
ftians, who had preceded the prefent members of the Churches which
were thus confulted. By this means, when any noveky was publilhed,
it was immediately deteäed and cenfured.

XIV . St. John , who lived fo many years after our Saviour, was ap-
pealed to in thefe emergencies as the living Oracle of the Church ; and
as his oral teitimony lafled the firft Century, many have obferved that, by
a particular providence of God , feveral of our Saviour's Difciples, and
of the early converts of his religion, lived to a very great age, that they
might perfonally convey the truth of the Gofpel to thofe times, which

were
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were very remote from the firfl publication of ir. Of thefe, befides Sc,
John , we have a remarkabie initance in Simeon, who was one of the
ieventy fent forth by our Saviour, to publiih the Gofpel before his cruci-
fixion, and a near kinfman of the Lord . This venerable perfon, who
had probably heard with his own ears our Saviour's prophecy of the de-
ltruftion of Jerufalem , prefided over the Church eltablilhed in that city,
during the time of its memorable fiege, and drew his congregation out
of thofe dreadful and unparallel'd calamities which befel his countrymen,
by following the advice our Saviour had given, when they fliould fee Je¬
rufalem encompäßed with armies, and the Roman ttandards, or abominä-
tion of defolation, fet up. He lived tili the year of our Lord 107, when
he was martyred under the Emperor Trojan.

SECTION VI.

I. The tradition of the Apoßles fecured by other excellent inßitutions;
II. But chiefly by the writings of the Evangelißs.
III. The diligence of the Tfifciples and firß Chrißian converts, to fend

abroad thefe writings.
IV. That the written account of our Saviour was the fame with that ' de-

livered by tradition:
V. cProved from the reception of the Gofpel by thofe Churches which

were eßablijhcd before it was written ;
VI. From the uniformity of what was believed in the feveral Churches;
VII . From a remarkable pajfage in Irenaus.
VIII. Records which are now loß, of ufe to the three firß centuries^ for

confirming the hißory of our Saviour.
IX. Inßances of fuch records.

\. ' W,m+ HUS far we fee how the learned Tagans might apprize them-
felves from oral information of the particulars of our Sa-
viour's hiftory. They could hear, in every Church planted in

every diftant part of the earth, the account which was there received
and preferved among them, of the hißory of our Saviour. They could
learn the names and charaäers of thofe firft miffionaries that brought to
them thefe accounts, and the miracles by which God Almighty attefted
their- reports . ßut the Apoftles and Difciples of Chriß, to preferve the

hiltory
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hiflory of his life, and to fecure their accounts of him from error and
oblivion , did not only fet afide certain perfons for that purpofe, as has
-been already lhewn, but appropriated certain days to the commemoration
•of thofe facts which they had related conGerning him. The firft day of
the week was in all its returns a perpetual memorial of his refurreäion,
as the devotional exercifes adapted to Friday and Saturday , were to
denote to all ages that he was crucified on the one of thofe days, and that
•he reftedinchegrave ontheother . Youmay apply the fame remark to feve-
ral of the annualfeftivalsinftitutedby the Apoflles thernfelves, or at furthefl
by their immediate Succefibrs, in memoryofthe moft important particulars
dn our Saviour's hiitory ; to which we muft add the Sacraments inflitu-
ted by our Lord himfelf, and many of thofe rites and ceremonies which
obtained in the moft eaiiy times of the Church . Thefe are to be regar-
ded as.flanding marks of fuch fafts as were delivered by thofe, who were
eye-witneffes to them, and which were contrived with great wifdom to
laft tili time ihould be no more. Thefe , without any other means, might
have, in fome meafure, conveyed to pofterity, the memory of feveral
tranfaclions in the hiftory of our Saviour, as they were related by his Dif-
ciples. At leaft, the reafon of thefe inüitutions , though they might be
forgotten , and obfcured by a long courfe of years, could not but be very
well known by thofe Who lived in the three firft Centuries , and a means
of informing the inquißtive Tagans in the truth of our Saviour's hiftory,
that being the view in which I am to confider them.

IL ßut leaöfuchatradition , though guarded by fomanyexpedients,fliould
wear out by the length of time, the four Evangelifts within about fifty,
or, as Theodoret affirms, thirty years, after our Saviour's death, while the
memory of his adions was frelli among them, configned to writing that

.hiftory, .which for fome years had been publifhed only by the mouth of
the Apoflles and Diiciples. The further confideration of thefe holy pen-
men will fall under another part of this difeourfe.

III, It will be fufficient to obferve here, that in the age which fuc-
ceeded the Apoflles, many of their immediate Difciples fent or carried in
perfon the books of the four Evangelifts, which had been written by
Apoflles, or at leaft approved by them, to moft of the Churches
which they had planted in the different parts of the world.
"This was done with fo much diligence, that when Tantanus , a man of
great learning and piety, had travelled into India for the propagation of
Chriflianity, about the year of our Lord 100, he found among that
remote people the Gofpel of St. Matthew , which upon his return from that

country
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conntry he brought with him to Alexandria,. This Gofpel is generally
fuppofed to have been left in thofe parts by St. Bartholomen the Apoftle
of the Indtes , who probably carried it with him before the wriüngs of

the three other Evangelifts were publifh'd.
IV. That the hiftory of our Saviour, as recorded by the Evangelifts, was

the fame with that which had been before delivered by the-Apoftles and

Difciples, will rurther appear in the profecution of this dilcourfe, and may
be gathered from the following confiderations.

V. Had thefe writings differed from the fermons of the firft planters of

Chriilianity , either in hiftory or doftrine, . there is no queition but they
would have been rejefted by thofe Churches which they had already for-
med . But fo confiftent and uniform was the relation of the Apoftles,
that thefe hittories appeared to be nothing elfe but their tradition and oral
atteftations made fixt and permanent . Thus was the fame of our Saviour,
which in fo few years had gone through the whole earth, confirmed and

perpetuated by fuch records , as would preferve the traditionary account
of him to after-ages; and reftifie it, ifat any time, bypaffing through fe-

veral generations, it mighrdrop any part that was material, or contracl
any thing that was falfe or ficlitious.

VI. Accordingly we find the fame Jefits Chriß , who was born of a '

Virgin , who had wrought many miracles in Taleßtne , who was crucified,
rofe again, and afcended intoHeaven ; I fay, the fame Jefus Chrifl had
been preached, and was worfliipped, in Germany, France , Spain, and
Great -Britain , in Tarthia , Media, Mefopotamia, Armenia, Thrygia,
Aßa and Tamphilia , in Italy , Egypt , Äffte, and beyond Cyrene, India
and Terfia , and, in Hiort,inall the iflands and provinces that are viiited by

the riling or fetting fun. The fame account of our Saviour's life and do-
ftrine was delivered by thoufands of Preachers , and believed in thoufands

ofplaces , who all, as fall: as it could be conveyed to them, reeeived the
fame account in writing from the four Evangelifts.

VII. Irenaus to this purpofe very aptly remarks, that thofe barbarous
nations, who in his time were not pofteft of the wricten gofpels, and had

only learned the hiltory of our Saviour from thofe who had converted them
to Chriilianity before the Gofpels were written , had among them the
fame aecounts of our Saviour, which are to be met with in the four Evan¬

gelifts. An unconteftable proof of the harmony and coneurrence be-
tween the holy feripture and the tradition of the Churches in thofe early
times of Chriilianity.

VIII. Thus
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VIII. Thus we fee what opportunities the learned and inquifitive hea-

•thens had of informing themfelves of the truth of our Saviour'shiftory, du-
ring thethreefirftGenturies , efpecially as they lay nearer one than anothcrto the fountain-head : befide which, there were many uncontroverted
traditions , records of Chriftianity, and particular hiftories, that then threw
light into thefe matters, bat are nöw entirely loft, by which, at that time,
any appearance of contradiclion , or feeming difficulties, in the hiftory of
the Evangelifts, were fully cleared up and explained : though we meet with
fewer appearances of this nature in the hiftory of our Saviour, as related
by the four Evangelifls, than in the accounts of any other perfon, publi-
fhed by fuch a number of different hiftorians who lived at fo great a di-
ftance from the prefent age.

IX . Among thofe records which are loft, and were of great ufe to the
primitive Chriftians, is the letter to Tiberius, which I have already men-tioned ; that of Marcus Aurelms, which I fhall take notice of hereafter;
the writings of Hegeßpflts, who had drawn down the hiitory of Chrifti-
anity to his own time, which was not beyond the middle of the fecond
Century ; the genuine Sibylline oracles, which in the firft ages of the
Church were eafily diftinguiflied from the fpurious ; the records prefer-
ved in particular Churches, with many other of the fame nature.

SECTIÜN VII.
I. The ßght of miracles in thofe ages a further conßrmation tf/' PaganThilofifhers in the Chrißian faith.
II. The credibility of fuch miracles.
III. A particular inßance.
IV . Martyrdom, why conßdered as a ßanding miracle.
V. Primitive Chrißians thought many of the Martyrs were fupported bya miraculous power:
VI. Trovedfrom the nature of their fujferings.
VII. How Martyrs further induced the Pagans to embrace Chriftianity.

I- TT ^ HERE were other means, which I find had a great influence
on the learned of the three firft CeritÜries, to create and confirm
in them the belief of our blefled Saviour's hiftory, which ought

not to be paffed over in filence. The firft was, the opportunity they en-
joyed
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joyed of examining thofe miracles, which were on feveral occafions per-
formed by Chriftians, and appeared in the Church , more or lefs, during
thefe firfl ages of Chriflianity . Thefe had great vveight wich the men I
am now fpeaking of, who, from learned Tagans , became fathers of the
Church ; for they frequently boaft of them in their writings, as atteflati-
ons given by God himfelf to the truth of their religion.

II. At the fame time, that thefe learned men declare how difingenuous»
bafe and wicked it would be, how much beneath the dignity of Philolb-
phy, and contrary to the precepts of Chriftianity , to utter falfhoods or
forgeries in the fupport of a caufe, though never fo jufl in it felf, they
confidently afTert this miraculous power , which then fubiifted in the
Church , nay teil us that. they themfelves had been eye-witnefles of it at
feveral times, and in feveral inftances ; nay appeal to the heathens them¬
felves for the truth of feveral facfs they relate, nay challenge them to be
prefent at their affemblies, and fatisfie themfelves, if they doubt of it ; nay
we find that Tagan Authors have in fome inftances confelTed this miracu¬
lous power.

III. The letter of Marcus Aurelius , whofe army was preferved by a
refrefhing fhower, at the fame time that his enemies were difcomfked by
a Horm of lightning, and which the heathen hiftorians themfelves allow
to have been fupernatural and the effeft of magic : I fay, this letter , which
afcribed this unexpefted afTritance to the prayers of the Chriftians,who then
ferved in the army, would have been thought an unqueflionable teftimo-
ny of the miraculous power I am fpeaking of, had it been flill preferved.
It is fufficient for me in this place to take notice, that this was one of thofe
miracles which hadits influenceon the learned Converts , becaufeit is rela¬
ted by Tertullian , and the very letter appealed to . When thefe learned
men faw ficknefs and frenzy cured , the dead raifed, the oracles put to
filence, the Dämons and evil fpirits forced to confefs themfelves no Gods,
by perfons who only made ufe of prayer and adjurations in the name of
their crucified Saviour ; how could they doubt of their Saviour's power
on the like occafions, as reprefented to them by the traditions of the
Church , and the writings of the Evangelifts ?

IV . Under this head,I cannot omit that which appears to me a ftanding
miracle in the three firfl Centuries , I mean that amazing and fupernatu¬
ral courage or patience, which was fhewn by innumerable mukitudes of
Martyrs , in thofe flow and painful lorments that wereinflifted on them. I
cannot conceiveamanplacedinthe burningironchair at Lyons, amid the in«
fults and mockeries of a crouded Amphitheatre , and füll keeping his feat;

Vol . IV. E e e e or
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or Itretched upon a grate of iron, over coals of fire, and breathing outhis
foul among the exquilite fufferings of fuch a tedious execution , rather
than renounce hisTeligion, or blafpheme his Saviour. Such tryals feem
to me above the Itrength of human nature , and able to over-bear duty,
reafon, faith, conviciion, nay, and the moft abfolute certainty of a future
{täte. Humanity , unallilted in an extraordinary manner, mult have 1ha-
ken off the prefent preffure, and have delivered it felf out of fuch a dread-
ful diltrefs, by any means that could have been fuggelted to it . We can
eafily imagine, that many perfons, in fo good a caufe, might have laid
down their lives at the gibbet, the Itake, or the block : but to expire lei-
furely among the molt exquilite tortures , when they might come out of
them , even by a mental refervation , or an hypocrify which was not with-
out a poffibility of being followed by repentance and forgivenefs, has
fomething in it, fo far beyond the force and natural ftrength of mortals,
that one cannot but think there was fome miraculous power to fupport
the fufferer.

V. We find the Church of Smyrna, in that admirable letter which
gives an account of the death of Tolycarp their beloved Bilhop, mentio-
ning the cruel torments of other early Martyrs for Chriitianity , are of
opinion , that our Saviour ftood by them in a vifion, and perfonally con-
verfed with them, to give them ftrength and comfort during the bitter-
nefs of their long continued agonies; and we have the Itory of a young
man, who, having fuffered many tortures , efcaped with life, and told his
fellow-chriltians, that the pain of them had been rendred tolerable, by
the prefence of an Angel who ftood by Hirn, and wiped off the tears and
fvveat, which ran down his face whillt he lay under his fufferings. We
are affured at lealt that the firft Martyr for Chriitianity was encouraged
in his lall moments, by a vifion of that divine perfon, for whom. he fuf¬
fered , and into whofe prefence he was then haftening.

VI . Let any man calmly lay his hand upon his heart , and after reading
thefe terrible conflifts in which the ancient Martyrs and Confeffors were
engaged, when they paffed through fuch new inventions and varieties of
pain, as tired their tormentors ; and ask himfelf, however zealous and fin-
eere he is in his religion, whether under fuch acute and lingring tortures
he could Itill have held falt his integrity , and have profeffed his faith to
the lalt, without a fupernatural alliftance of fome ldnd or other . For
my part, when I confider that it was not an unaccountable obltinacy in a.
fmgle man, or in any particular fett of men, in fome extraordinary jun-
äure ; but that there were multitudes of each fex, of every age, of diffe-

rent
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rent countries and conditions , who for near 300 years together made
this glorious confeflion of their faith, in the midft of tortures , and in the
hour of death : I muft conclude, that they were either of another make
than men are at prefent, or that they had fuch miraculous fupports
as were peculiar to thofe times of Chriitianity , when without them per-
haps the very name ofit might have been extinguifhed.

VII. It is certain , that the deaths and fufFerings of the primitive Chrifti-
ans had a great ihare in the converfion of thofe learned Tagaus , who Ii-
ved in the ages of Perfecution , which with fomeintervals and abatements
lafted near 300 years after our Saviour. Jußin Martyr , Tertullian , Lac-
tantius , Arnobius, and others, teil us, that this firft of all alarmed their
curiofity, roufed their attention , and made them ferioufly inquifitive into
the nature of that religion, which could endue the mind with fo much
ftrength , and overcome the fear of death, nay raife an earnelt defire of
it, though it appeared in all its terrors . This they found had not been
eflfeäed by all the doärines of thofe Philofophers, whom they had tho-
roughly ftudied, and who had been labouring at this great point . The
fight of thefe dying and tormented Martyrs engaged them to fearch into
the hirtory and doftrines of him for whom they fuffered. The more they
fearched, the more they were convinced ; tili their conviftion grew fo
ftrong , that they themfelves embraced the fame truths , and either aftual-
ly laid down their lives, or were always in a readinefs to do it, rather
than depart from them.

SECTION VIII.

I. The completion of our Saviour 's prophecies confirmed Pagans in their
belief of the Gojpel.

II. Origen 's obfervation on that of his Difcip/es being brought before Kings
and Governours ;

III. On their being ferfecuted for their religion ;
IV. On their preaching the Gofpel to all nations ;
V . On the deflruflion o/Jerufalem , and ruin of the Jewilh oeconomy.
VI . Thefe arguments ßrengthened by what has happened fince OrigenV

time.

Eeee 1 f. The



588 Cf the Christian Religion.
j; ' | ^ HE fecond of thofe extraordinary means, of great ufe to thelearned and inquifitive Tagans of the three firit Centuries , for

evincing the truth of the hiftory of our Saviour, was the com-
pletion of fuch prophecies as are recorded of him in the Evangelifts. Theycould not indeed form any arguments from what he foretold , and was
fulfilled during his life, becaufe both the prophecy and the completionwere over before they were publiihed by the Evangelifts ; though, as O-
rigen obferves, what end could there be in forging fome of thefe prediftions,as that of St. Teter 's denying his mafter, and all his Difciples forfaking
him in the greateft extremity , which .reflefts fo much fhame on the greatApoftle, and on all his companions ? Nothing but a ftrift adherence totruth , and to matters of faft, could have prompted the Evangelifts to re-late a circumftance fo difadvantageous to their own reputation ; as thatFather has well obferved.

II. But to purfue his refleftions on this fubjeft . There are predicHonsof our Saviour recorded by the Evangelifts, which were not completedtili after their deaths, and had no likelihood of being fo, when they werepronounced by our blefled Saviour. Such was that wonderful notice he
gave them, that they fhould be brought before Governours and Kings forhis fake, for a teflimony againft them and the Gentilesy Mat . 10. 28. with
the other like prophecies, by which he foretold that his Difciples wereto be perfecuted . Is there any other doftrine in the world , fays this Father,
whofe followers are punifhed ? Can the enemies of Chriß fay, that he knewhis opinions were falfe and impious, and that therefore he might well con-jefture and foretell what would be the treatment of thofe perfons who
Ihould embrace them ? Suppofmg his doftrines were really fuch, whyIhould this be the confequence ? what likelihood that men ihould be
brought before Kings and Governours for opinions and tenets of any kind,when this never happened even to the Epicureans , whp abfolutely de-nied a Providence ; nor to the Tcrifiateticks themfelves, who laughed atthe prayers and facririces which were made to the Divinity ? Are thereany but the Chriftians who, according to thisprediction of our Saviour, be¬
ing brought before Kings and Governours for his fake, are prefTed to their
lateft gafp of breath , by their refpeäive judges, to renounce Chriftianity,and to procure their liberty and relt,by offering the fame facrifices, and ta-king the fame oaths that others did ?

III. Confider the time when our Saviour pronounced thofe words,Matt . 10. 32. Whofoever jhall confefi me before men̂ him will I confefsalß before tny Father which is in heaven: but whofoever ßall äeny me
before
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hefore men, him will I alfo deny before my Father which is in heaven,

Had you heard him fpeak after this manner, when as yet his Difciples
were under no fuch tryals, you would certainly have faid within your
felf, If thefe fpeeches of Jefus are true, and if, according to his predi-
äion , Governors and Kings undertake to ruin and deftroy thofe who fhall
profefs themfelves his Difciples, we will believe (noronly that he is a

Prophet ) but that he has received power from God fufficient to preferve«
and propagate his religion ; and that he would never talk in fuch a pe-
remptory and difcouraging manner, were he not alTured that he was able

to fubdue the mofl powerful oppofition, that could be made againft the
faith and doärine which he taught.

IV. Who is not ftruck with admiration, when he reprefents to himfelf

our Saviour at that time foretelling, that his Gofpel fhould be preached
in all the world , for a witnefs unto all nations, or as St. Origen (who ra¬

ther quotes the fenfe than the words) to ferve for a conviäion to Kings
and people, when at the fame time he finds that his Gofpel has accordingly
been preached to Greeks and Barbarians , to the learned and to the ig-
norant , and that there is no quality or condition of life able to exempt
men from fubmitting to the doftrine of Chriß ? As for us, fays this
great Author , in another part of his book againft Celfus, " When we
« fee every day thofe events exaftly accomplilhed which our Saviour
« foretold at fo great a diftance : That his Gofpel is preached in all the

" world , Matthew 14. That his Difciples go and teach all nations,
" Matthew 28. 19. And that thofe, who have received his doftrine , are
« brought for his fake before Governors , and before Kings, Matthew
" 10. 18. we are filled with admiration , and our faith in him is con-

K firmed more andmore . What clearer and ftronger proofs can Celfus
« ask for the truth of what he fpoke ?

V . Origen infifts likewife with great ftrength on that wonderful pre-
diftion of our Saviour, concerning the deftruäion of Jerufalem , pro»

nounced at a time, as he obferves, when there was no likelihood nor ap-
pearance of it . This has been taken notice of and inculcated by fo
many others , that I fliall refer you to what this Father has faid on the

fubjeft in the firft book againft Celfns. And as to the accomplifhment of
this remarkable prophecy, fhall only obferve,. that whoever reads the ac-

count given us by Jofephus, without knowing his charafter , and com-

pares it with what our Saviour foretold , would think the hiltorian had
been a Chriftian, and that he had nothing elfe in view but to adjuft the
event to the prediftion. VI . I
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VI. I cannot quit this head without taking notice , that Origen would

füll have triumphed more in the foregoing arguments, had he lived an
age longer, to have feen the Roman Emperors , and all their Governors
and provinces , fubmitting themfelves to the Chriltian religion, and glory-
ing in its profeffion, as fo many Kings and Soveraigns itill place their
relation to Chrifl at the head of their titles.

How much greater confirmation of his faith would he have received,
had he feen our Saviour's prophecy ftand good in the deftruftion of the
temple, and the dhTolution of the Jewiflj oeconomy, when Jews and
Tagans united all tneir endeavours under Julian the Apoftate , to baffle
and falfifie the pi tdiction ? The great preparations that were made for
re -building the temp!e, with the hurricane, earthquake , and eruptions of
fire, that deftroyed the work, and terrified thofe employed in the attempt
frorn proceeding in it, are related by many hillorians of the fame age,
and the fubftance of the Itory teftified both by Tagan and Jewiflj wri-
ters , as Ammianus Marcellinus and Zemath- (David . The learned
Chryfofleme, in a fermon againft the Jews , teils them this faft was then
frelli in the memories even of their young men, that it happened but
twenty years ago, and that it was attefted by all the inhabitants of Jeru-
falem, where they might ftill fee the marks of it in the rubbifli of that
work , from which the Jews defifted in fo great a fright, and which even
Julian had not the eourage to carry on. This facl, which is in it felf fo
miraculous, and fo indifputable, brought over many of the Jews to Chri-
ftianity ; and fliows us, that after our Saviour's prophecy againft it, the
temple could not be preferved from the plough pafling over it, by all the
care of Titus , who would fain have prevented its deftruftion , and that
inftead of being re -edified by Julian , all his endeävours towards it did
but Hill more literally accomplilh our Saviour's predidion , that not one
Hone fliould be lefc upon another.

The ancient Chriftians were fo entirely perfuaded of the force of our
Saviour's prophecies, and of the punilhment which the Jews had drawn
upon themfelves, and upon their children, for the treatment which the
Meßah had received at their hands, that they did not doubt but they
would always remain an abandoned and difperfed people, an hiffing and
an aftonifhment among the nations, as they are to this day. In Ihort»
that they had loft their pecuiiarity of being God 's people, which was
now transferred to the body of Chriftians, and which preferved the
Church of Chrifl among all the confliäs , difficulties and perfecutions,
in which it was engaged, as it had preferved the Jewijh government and

oeconomy
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oeconomy for fo many ages, whilft it had the fame truth and vital prin-
ciple in it, notwithllanding it was fo frequently in danger of being utterly
aboliflied and deftroyed . Origen, in his fourth book againft Celfüs, men-
tioning their being call out of Jerufalem , the place to which their wor-
lliip was annexed, deprived of their temple and facrifice, their religious
rites and folemniües, and fcattered Over the face of the earth, ventures
to affure them with a face of confidence, that they would never be re-
eflablifhed, lince they had committed that horrid crime againft the Sa-
viour of the world . This was a bold affertion in the good man, who
knew how this people had ^ieen fo wonderfully re-eftablifhed in former
times, when they were almoft fwallowed up, and in the moft defperate ftate
of defolation, as in their deliverance out of the Babylonijh captivity, and
the oppreflions of Antiochus Epiphanes . Nay, he knew that within lefs
than a hundred years before his own time, the Jews had made fuch a
powerful effort for their re-eftablifhment under ßarchocab , in the reign
of Adrian , as fhook the whole Roman empire . But he founded his opi-
nion on a fure word of prophecy, and on the punifliment they had fo
juftly incurred ; and we find, by a long experience of 15-00 years, that he
was not miftaken, nay that his opinion gathers ftrength daily, fince the
Jews are now at a greater diftance from any probability of fuch a re-
eftablifhment, than they were when Origen w7rote.

S E C T I O N IX.
I. The lives of primitive Chrißians , another means of bringing learned

Pagans into their religion.
II. 77̂ i?change and reformation of their manners.
III. This looked lipon as fupematural by the learned Pagans,
IV. And ßrengthened the acconnts given of our Saviour 's Life and hiflory.
V.The Jewifhprophecies of our Saviour, an argument for the heathens belief;
VI . Turfued:
VII. Tmfued.

I. nr ^ HERE was one other means enjoyed by the learned Tagans
of the three firft centuries, for fatisfying them in the truth
of our Saviour's hiftory, which I might have flung uhder one

of the foregoing heads ; but as it is fo fhining a particular, and does
fo
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fo much honour to our religion, I fhall make a diftinft article of it, and
only confider it with regard to the fubjed I am upon : I mean the lives
and manners of thofe holy men, who believed in Chriß during the find
ages of Chriftianity . I fhould be thought to advance a paradox, fhould I
affirm that there were More Chriftians in the world during thofe times
of perfecution, than there are at prefent in thefe which we call the flou-
riftiing times of Chriftianity . But this will be found an indifputable
truth , if we form our calculation upon the opinions which prevailed in
thofe days, that every one who lives in the habitual praftice of any vo-
luntary fin, aäually cuts himfelf off from the benefits and profeflion of
Chriftianity, and whatever he may call himfelf, is in reality no Chriftian,
nor ought to be efteemed as fuch.

II. In the times we are now furveying, the Chriftian religion fhowed its
füll force and efficacy on the minds of men, and by many examples de-
raonftrated what great and generous fouls it was capable of producing.
It exalted and refined its prolelytes to a very high degree of perfeäion,
,and fet them far above the pleafures, and even the pains, of this lifo, It
ftrengthened the infirmity, and broke the fiercenefs of human nature . It
lifted up the minds of the ignorant to the knowledge and worfhip of him
that made them, and infpired the vicious with a rational devotion , a ftriä:
purity of heart , and an unbounded love to their fellow-creatures . In
Proportion as it fpread through the world, it feemed to change mankind
into another fpecies of Beings. No fooner was a convert initiated into
it, but by an eafy figure he became a New Man, and both afted and look-
ed upon himfelf as one regenerated and born a fecond time into another
ftate of exiftence.

III. It is not my bufinefs to be more particular in the accounts of pri¬
mitive Chriftianity, which have been exhibited fo well by others, but ra¬
ther to obferve, that the Tagan converts, of whom I am now fpeaking,
mention this great reformation of thofe who had been the greateft fm-
ners, with that fudden and furprifing change which it made in the lives
of the moft profligate, as having fomething in it fupernatural, miracu-
lous, and more than human. Origen reprefents this power in the Chri¬
ftian religion, as no lefs wonderful than that of curing the lame and
blind, or cleanfing the leper. Many others reprefent it in thefame light,
;and looked upon it as an argument that there was a certain divinity in
that religion, which ftiowed it felf in fuch ftrange and glorious effedts.

IV. This therefore was a great means not only of recommending Chri¬
ftianity to honeft and learned heathens, but of confirming them in the

belief
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belief of our Saviour's hiftory, when they faw multitudes of virtuous
men daily forming themfelves upon bis example, animated by his precepts,
and aftuated by that Spirit which he had promifed to fend among his
Difciples.

V. But I find no argument made a ftronger imprefiion on the minds
of thefe eminent Tagan converts, for ftrengthening their faith in the
hiftory of our Saviour, than the prediftions relating to him in thofe old
prophetiek writings, which were depofited among the hands of the
greateit enemies to Chriftianity , and owned by them to have been extant
many ages before his appearance. The learned heathen converts were
aftoniihed to fee the whole hiftory of their Saviour's life publifhed before
he was born, and to find that the Evangelifts and Prophets , in their ac-
counts of the Meflab , differed only in.point of time, the one foreteiling
what fliould happen to him, and the other defcribing thofe very parti-
culars as what had aftually happened. This our Saviour himfelf was
pleafed to make ufe of as the ftrongeft argument of his being the pro¬
mifed Meffiah, and vvithout it would hardly have reconciled his Difciples
to the ignominy of his death, as in that remarkable paflage which men-
tions his converfation with the two Difciples, on the day of his refurre-
ftion . St. Luke, chap. 24. verfe 13 to the end.

VI . The heathen converts, after having travelled through all human
learning, and fortified their minds with the knowledge of arts and fciences,
were particularly qualified to examine thefe prophecies with great care
and impartiality, and without prejudice or prepofTeffion. If the Jews
on the one fide put an unnatural Interpretation on thefe prophecies, to
evade the force of them in their controverfies with the Chriltians ; or if
the Chriltians on the other fide over-ftrained feveral palTages in their ap-
plications of them, as it often happens among men of the befr under-
üanding , when their minds are heated with any conlideration that bears
a more than an ordinary weight with it : the learned Heathens may be
looked upon as neuters in the matter , when all thefe prophecies were
new to them, and their education had left the interpretation of them
free and indifferent ./ Befides, thefe learned men among the primitive
Chriftians, knew h"ow the Jews , who had preceded our Saviour, inter-
preted thefe prediäions , and the feveral marks by which they acknow-
ledged the Meßah would be difcovered, and how thofe of the Jewijh
Docfors who fucceeded him, had deviated from the interpretations and
doftrines of their forefathers, on purpofe to ftifle their own conviftion.

Vol . IV. F f f f VII. This
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VII. This fett of arguments had therefore an invincible force with

thofe Tagan Philofophers who became Chriftians, as we find in moft of
their writings. They could not disbelieve ourSaviour's hiftory, which fo
exaftly agreed with every thing that had been written of him many ages
before his birth, nor doubt of thofe circumftances being fulfilled in him,
which could not be true of any perfon that lived in the world befides him-
felf. This wrought the greateit confufion in the unbelievingJews , and
the greateft conviäion in the Gentiles, who every where fpeak with
attonifliment of thefe truths they met with in this new magaxine of learn-
ing which was opened to them, and carry the point fo far as to think
whatever excellent doftrine they had met with among Tagan writers,
had been ftole from their converfation with the Jews>or from the per-
ufal of thefe writings which they had in their cuftody.

F I N l s.

THE
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