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Nesisl The SPECTATOR I

whoever did eat it'thould be skilled in the language of birds, and under-
ftand every thing they faid to one another. W hether the Dervife above-
mentioned might not have eaten fuch a ferpent, I fhall leave to the deter-

minations of the learned.

i

N° 513.  Saturday, October x8.

2
------- Afflata eft numine quando
Jam propiore Des=---=-- - Virg.

HE following letter comes to me from that excellent man in ho-
ly Orders, whom I have mentioned more than once as one of that

fociety who affift me in my Speculations. It is a Thought in fick-

nefs, and of a very ferious nature, for which reafon I give it a place in the
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per of this day.

SIR,
"i“l—] E indifpofition which has long hung upon me, is at laft grown
“ to fuch a head, that it muft quickly make an end of me, or of
it felf. You may imagine, that whillt I am in this bad {tate of health,
there are none of your works which I read with greater pleafure than
your Saturday’s papers. 1 thould be very glad if I could furnifh you
with any hints for that day’s entertainment. Were I able to drefs up
feveral thoughts of a ferious nature, which have made great impreflions
on my mind during a long fit of ficknefs, they might not be an 1mpro-
per. entertainment for that occafion.
¢ Among all the refleétions which ufually rife in the mind of a fick
man, who has time and inclination to confider his approaching. end,
there is none more natural than that of his going to appear naked and
unbodied before him who made him. When a man confiders, that as
{foon as the vital union is diflolved, he fhall fee that fupreme Being,
whom. he, now contemplates at a diftance, and only in his. works; orn,
to {peak more philofophically, when by fome faculty in the Soul
B2 ¢“he
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«' he fhall apprehiend the Divine Being, and be ‘morefenfible of his: pre-
« fence, than we are now of the prefence of any objeét which the eye be-
« holds, a man muit be loft in careleflneéls'and ftupidity, who fis noet-alar-
¢ med at fucha thought.  Dr. Sherlock, ‘in his* excellent treatife -upon
Death, has reprefented, in very ftrong and lively colours, the {ftate of
the Soul in its firft feparation from the body, with regard to that invi-
fible world which every where furrounds us, thoughwe' are‘not able
to difcover it through this groflfer world of matter, which is accom-
« modated to our fenfes in this life. His words are as follow.
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-

44

<« That Dearh, which is our leaving this world, is nothing elfe but our
putting off thefe bodies, teaches us, that it is only our unton to' thefebo-
“ dies, which intercepts the fight of the other world: the other world is
« not at fuch a diftance from us, as we may imagine; the throne of God
indeed is at a great vemove from this earth, above the third Heavenrs,
where be difplays bis glory to thofe blefled Spirits which encompafs lis
throne; but as foon as we flep out of thefe bodies, we flep into the other
world, which is not [o properly another world, (for there is the fame
heaven and earth [lill) as a new flate of life. To live in thefe bo-
dies is to live in this world ; to live out of them is to remove
into the next: for while our Sonls are confined to thefe bodies,
and can look only through thefe material cafements, nothing but
what is material can affect us; nay, nothing but what is (o grofs, that
it can veflect light, and convey the /bapes and colours of things wivh it
to the eye: [o that though within this vifible world, there be a moreglo-
rious ftene of things than what appears to us, we perceive nothing at
all of 1ty for this veil of flefb parts the vifible and invifible world:
but when we put off thefé bodies, there are new and furprizing wonders
“ prefent themfelves to our view; when thefe material [pectacles are tak-
“ en off, the Soul with its own naked eyes fees what was invifible before :

and then we are in the other world, when we can (e it, and converfe
with it: thus §t. Paul tells ws, That when we are at home in the body,
we are abfent from the Lord; but when we are abfent from the body,
we are prefent wich the Lord, 2 Cor. 5.6,8. Andmethinks this is enough
to cure us of our fondnefs for thefe bodies, unle(s we think it more de-
< firable to be confined to a prifon, and to loock through a grate all our
“ lives, which gives us but a very narrow profpect; and that none of the
« befl weither, than to bé Jet ar berey to'view all the glories qf!be waorild,
“ What wouid we give now for the" leaft glimp (e of that invifible world,

“ awbhich
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whieh the firfb [fep-we take out of thefe bodies will prefent us with 2
There are fuchthings aseye hath not {een, nor ear heard, neither hath
it entered-into. the heart ‘of man to conceive: Death opens our eyess
enlarges our profpeét, prefents us with a new and more glorious world,
which we can mever. fee while we are Jbut wp in fleflr; which fbould
make us as wiblng to part with this veil, as to take the film off of our
eyesiwhich binders our Seght.

« As a thinking man cannot but-be very much affefted with the idea
of his appearing in the prefence of that Being whom none can fee and
Jive, he mult be much more affe@ed when he confiders that this Being
whom he appears before, will examine all the a&ions of his paft life,
and reward or punith him accordingly. I muft confefs that I think
thereis no fcheme of religion, befides that of chriftianity, which can
poffibly fupport the moft virtuous perfon under this thought, Leta
man’s innocence be what it will, let his virtues rife to the higheft pitch
of perfection attainable in this life, there will be ftill in him fo many
{ecret {ins, fo many human frailties, fo many offences of ignorance, pal-
fion and prejudice, fo many unguarded words and thoughts, and in
{thort, fo many defes in his beft acions; that without the advantages
of fuch an expiation and atonement as chriftianity has revealed to us,
it is impoflible that he fhould be cleared before his fovereign Judge
or that he fhould be able zo fland in bis fight. Our Holy religion fug-
gefts tous the only means whereby our guilt may be taken away, and
our imperfeét obedience accepted.

« Tt is this feries of thought that I have endeavoured to exprefs in

¢ the following Hymn, which I have compofed during this my fick-

nefs.
L
}V:/HEN rifing from the bed of Death,
O'erwhelm’'d with guilt and fear,
[ fee my Maker, face to face,
O how fhall I appear!

II.
I yet, while pardon may be. found,
And mercy may. be. [ought,
My beart with inward horror Sfhrinks,
And trembles at the thought s
1. /7 hen
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1L
When thou, O Lord, fbalt fland difcies’d
In majefly fevere,
And fit in judgment on my Soul,
O how fball I appear!

V.
But thou haft told the troubled mind,
Who does her fins lament,
3 The timely tribute of ber tears
" Shall endlefs woe prevent.
i V.
i Then fee the forrows of my beart,
Eer yet it be too late;
Aund bear my Saviour's dying groans,
To give thofe forrows weight.
VL
i For never fball my [oul defpair
Her pardon to procure,
Who knows thine only Som bas dy'd
To make her pardon fure,

« There is a noble Hymn in French, which Monfieur Bayle has cele-
« brated for a very fine one, and which the famous Author of the Arz of
« Speaking calls an admirable one, that turns upon a thought of the fame
« nature. If I could have done it juftice in Englifb, I would have fent it
« you tranflated ; it was written by Monfieur Des Barreausx, who had
“ been one of the greateft Wits and Libertines in France; but in hislaft
“ years was as remarkable a penitent.

Rand Dien, tes jugemens [ont remplis & equite ;
Todjours tu prens plaifir 4 nous étre propce :
Mais jai tant fait de mal, que jamais ta bonté
Ne me pardonnera, fans choguer ta fuftice.
Qui, mon Dien, la grandeur de mon impicté,
Ne laiffe @ tow powvoir que Je choix du fupplice :
Ton intereft s oppofe 4 ma felicité,
Et ta clemence meme attend que je periffe,

Contente
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Contente ton defiry puis qu'il £ eft glorieux ;
Offenfé tsy des plenrs qui coulent de mes yeux ;
Tonne, frappe, il eft temps, rens mor. guerre pour guerre:
¥ adore en periffant la raifon qui ' aigrit,
Mais deffus quel endroit tombera ton tonnerre,
Qui ne [oit tont convers du fang de JEsus CHRIST.
« If thefe thoughts may be ferviceable to you, I defire you would place
« them in a proper light ; and am ever, with great fincerity,
8 IR, Zours, &c.

N° s17.  Thurfday, Ottober 23.

Heu pictas ! beu prifca frdes [/ =--=== Virg,

% W 7 E laft night received a piece of ill news at-our Club, which very
\%/;1/ fenfibly afflicted every one of us. I queftion not but :my Rea-
1
L

lers themfelves will be troubled at the hearing of it. To keep

them no longer in fufpence, Sir RocErR DE CoveErLy ir dead. He
departed this life at his houfe in the country, after a few weeks {icknefs.
Sir Axprew FrerporT has a Letter from one of his correfpondents
in thofe parts, that informs him the old man caught a cold at the county-
feflions, as he was very warmly promoting an Addrefs of his own pen-
ning, in which he fucceeded according to his wifhes. But this particular
comes from a Whig Juftice of Peace, who was always Sir Rocer’s ene-
my and antagonift. I have Letters both from the Chaplain and Captain
SenTry which mention nothing of it, but are filled wich many particu-
lars to the honour of the good old man. T have likewifera Letter from
the Butler, who tock fo much care of me laft fummer when 1 was at
the Knight’s houfe. = As my friend the Butler mentions, in the fimplicity
of his heart, feveral circumftances the others have paffed over in'filenice, !

14

ive my Reader a copy of his Lettér, without anyalteration’ or. ci-

Fwlody
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