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N° 507.  Saturday, Oclover 11. 1712.

Defendit wumerus, juntleque umbone phalanges. Juv.

HERE is fomething very fublime, though very fanciful, in Pla-

l to's defcription of the fupreme Being, That Truth is bis body, and
light bis fbadow. According to.this definition, there is nothing
fo contradi@ory to his nature, as error and fallhood. The Platonifts have
fo juft a notion of the Almighty’s averfion to every thing which is falfe
and erroneous, that they looked upon Tr#z5 as no lefs neceflary than /ir-
tue, to qualify a human Soul for the enjoyment of a feparate ftate. For
this reafon, as they recommended moral duties to qualify and feafon the
will for a future life, fo they prefcribed feveral contemplations and {cien-
ces to reify the underflanding. Thus P/azohas called mathematical de-
monftrations the Cathartics or purgatives of the Soul, as being the
moft proper means to cleanfe it from error, and to give it a relifh of
truth ; which is the natural food and nourifhment of the underftanding,
as virtue is the perfe@ion and happinefs of the will.

There are many Authors who have fhewn wherein the malignity of a
Lye conlfifts, and fet forth in proper colours, the heinoufnefs of the offence.
I thall here confider one particular kind of this crime, which has not been fo
much {poken to ; I mean that abominable pradtice of Party-lying. This vice
is fo very predominant among us at prefent, that a man is thought of no
principles, who does not propagate a certain {yftem of Lyes. The coffee-
houfes are fupported by them, the prefs is choaked with them, eminent
Authors live upon them. Our bottle-converfationis fo infected with them,
that a Party-lye is grown as fathionable an entertainment, asa lively catch
or a merry ftory: the truth of it is, half the great talkers in the nation
would be {truck dumb, were this fountain of difcourfe dried up. There
is however one advantage refulting from this deteftable practice; the ve-

. ry appearances of truth are {o little regarded, that lyes are at prefent dif-
charged.in the air, and begin to hurt no body. When we hear a party-
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ftory from a ftranger, we confider whether he is a Whig or Tory that
relates it, and immediately conclude they are words of courfe, in which
the honelt Gentleman defigns to recommend his zeal, without any con-
cern for his veracity. A man isdpoked. upon as bereft of common fenfe,
that gives credit to the relations’ of Party-writers; nay his own friends
thake their heads at him, and confider him in no other light than as an
officious tool or a well-meaning ideot. ~When it was formerly the fafhi-
on to husband a Liye, and trump it up in fome extraordinary emergency,
it generally did execution, and was net a little ferviceable to the faétion
that made ufe of it; but at prefeat every man is upon his guard, the arti-
fice has been too often repeated to take effed.

I have frequently wondered to fee men of probity, who would fcorn
to utter a falthood for their own ‘particular advantage, give fo readily in-
to a Lye when it is become the voice of their faction, notwithitanding
they are thoroughly fenfible of it as fuch. How is it poflible for thofe who
are men of honour in their perfons, thus to become notorious Iyers in
their ‘party? If we look into the bottom of this matter, we may find, I
think, three reafons for it, and at the fame time difcover the infufficien~
cy of thefe reafons to juftify {o criminal a pratice.

In the firft place, men are apt to think that the guilt of a Lye, and con-
fequently the punifhment, may be very much diminifhed, if not wholly
worn out, by the multitudes of thofe who partake in it. Though the
weight of a falthood would be too heavy for one to bear, it grows light
in their imaginations, when ir is fhared among many. But in this cafe a
man very much deceives himfelf; guilt, when it {preads through numbers,
is not fo properly divided as multiplied: every one is criminal in propor-
tion to the offence which he commits, not to the number of thofe who
are his companions in it, Both the crime and the penalty lie as heavy up-
on every individual of an offending multitude, as they would upon any
fingle perfbn, had none fhared with him in the offence. Tn a word, the
divifion of guilt is like that of matter; though it may be feparated into
infinite portions, every portion fhall have the whole effence of matter in
it, and confift of as many parts as the whole did before it was divided.

But in the fecond place, though multitudes, who join in a Lye, can-
not exempt themfelves from the guilt, they may from the thame of it. The
fcandal of a Lye is in a manner loft and annihilated, when diffufed among
feveral thoufands; as a drop of the blackeft tinéture wears away and va-
nithes, when mixed and confufed in a confiderable body of water; the
blot is {till 1n it, but is not able to difcover it felf, This is certainly a ve-
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ry great motive to {EIVE‘I‘}"IT nrty-of}"&ndcrst, who avoid crimes, not as they
are prejudicial to their virtue, but to their reputation. - It is enough to
hew the weaknefs of this reafon, which palliates guilt without removing
it, that every man who is influenced by it declares himfelf in effect an in-
famous hypocrite, prefers the appearance of virtue to its reality, and is
determined in his condu@ neither by the diftates of his own conicience,
the fuggeftions of true honour, nor the principles of rehigion.

The third and laft great motive for mens joining in a popular falfhood,
or, as I have hitherto called it, a Party-lye, notwith{tanding they are con-
vinced of it as fuch, is the doing good to a caufe which every party may
be fuppofed to look upon as the moft meritorious. The unfoundnefs of
this principlé has been fo often expofed, and is fo upiverfally acknowledg-
ed, that a man muft be an utter {tranger to the principles, either of natu-
ral religion or chriftianity, who {fuffers himfelf to be guided by it. - If a
man might promote the {fuppoled good of his country by the blackeft ca-
lumnies and falthoods, our nation abounds more in patriots than any other
of the chriftian world. When Pompey was delired not to fet fail in.a
tempeft that would hazard his life, I¢ s weceffary for me, fays he, 7o [ail,
but it is not meceffary for me to live: every man fhould fay to himielf,
with the fame {pirit, It is my duty to fpeak truth, though it is not my du-
ty to be.in an office. One of the Fathers has carried this point fo high,
as to declare, Fe would not tell a lye, though he were fure to gan Hea~
wen by it. However extravagant fuch a proteftation may appear, every
one will own, that a2 man may fay very reafonably, He would not tell a
lye, if be were [ure to gain Hell by it; or, if you havea mind to foften
the expreffion, that he would not tell a lye to gain any temporal reward
by it, when he fhould run the hazard of lofing much more than it. was
poffible for him to gain.

Thur(day.




	Seite 3
	Seite 4
	Seite 5

