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N° 519. Saturday, October 25

Inde bominum pecudumgque genus, viteque volantuns,
E: que marmoreo fert monfira fub equore pountns.  Virg.

HOUG H there is a great deal of pleafure in contemplating the

material world, by which I mean that {yftem of bodies into which

nature has fo curioufly wrought the mafs of dead matter, with
the feveral relations which thofe bodies bear to one another; there is ftill,
methinks, fomething more won derful and f{urprizing in contemplations
on the world of life, by which I mean all thofea -lhmls with which every
part of the univerfe is furnifhed. The material world is only the fhell
of the univerfe: the world of life are its inhabitants.

If we confider thofe parts of the material world which lie the neareft
to us, and are therefore iubjeét to our obfervations and enquiries, it is
amazing to confider the infinity of animals with which it is ftocked. E-
very part of matter is peopled: every green leaf {warms with inhabitants.
There is {carce a fingle humour in HW body of a man, or of any other
animal, in wii 4-.1 our gua fles do not difcover myriads of living creatures.
The f{urfice of animals is alfo covered with other animals, which are in
the fame manner thc bafis of other animals that live upon it ; nay, we
find in the moft folid bodies, as in marble it felf, innumerable cells and
cavities that are crouded with {ucn1mp"r'"em.h'c inhabitants, as are too
little for the naked eye to difcover. On the other hand, if we look in-
to the more bulky parts of nature, we fee the {eas, lakes and rivers
teeming with numberlefs kinds of llung creatures : .we find every moun-
tain and marfh, wildernefs and wood, plentifully flocked with birds and
beaits, and every part of matter affording proper nece flaries and conve-
niencies for. the livelihood of n.ﬂ]tltudcs which inhabit it.

The Author of the Plurality of Worlds draws a very good argument
from this (;oni'-_-iwl ion, for the peopling of every -;1":'1-;1-, as indeed it
feems hly probable from the analogy of reafon, that if no part of mat-
ter which we are acquainted with, lies walte and ufelefs, thole great bo-
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lies which are at fuch a diftance from us fhould not be defart and un-
copled, but rather that they fhould be furnifhed with Beings adapted
to their refpe&ive fituations.
Exiftence is a blefling to thofe Bein jc., only which are endowed with
~p'-jo-w} -:-1;’1 15 in a manner thrown way upon dead matter, any fur-
- than asi s fubfervient to Beings w hich are conftious of their exi-
e, Accordingly we find, from the bodies which lie under our ob-
tion, that matter is only made as the bafis and fupport of animals,
ere is no more of the one, than whar is'neceflary for the exiftence
of the other.
Infinite goodnefs is of fo communicative a nature, that it feems to
delight in the conferring of exiftence upon every degree of perceptive
buntr As this is a Speculation, which I have often purfued with great
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Uiniuc to my felf, I fhall enlarge farther upon it, by confideri that
part of the fcale of Beings which comes within our knowledgr

There are fome living creatures which are raifed but juft above dead
matter. '1'o mention on]j,r that {pecies of fhell-fith, which are formed in

the fathion of a cone, that grow to the furface of feveral rocks, and
immediately die upon their being fevered from the place where rh y grow,
f'le e are n’any other creatures but one remove fro*n thefe, which have
no other fenfe befides that of feeling and tafte. 'Others have fill an ad-
ditio m‘ one of hearing ; others of fmell, and others of fight. It is
wonderful to obferve, by what a gradual progrefs the world of life ad-
vances through a prodigious variety of fpums, before a creature is form-
ed that is f‘omplcat in all its fenfes ; and even among thefe there is fu ch
a different degree of perfe@ion in the fenfe, which one animal ;_'-“;-';;
beyond what appears in another, that though the fenfe in different ani-
mals be diftinguithed by the fame common denomination, it ieema almoft
of a different nature. If after this we look into the feveral inward per-
fections of cunning and fagacity, or what we generally call inftin&, we
find them rifing after the fame manner; imp -“Iccpuo‘\, one above another,
alg 1 receiving additional improvements, according to the {pecies in
ich  they are impl: anted. - This progrefs in nature is fo very gradual,
';’:1:’.[ the moft perfect of an inferior fpecies comes very near to the moft
- imperfeét of that which is immediate ly above it.
'Ihe exuberant and overflowi ing goodnefs of the Supreme Being, whofe
'T'I':'ll-"r extends to all his works, is plainly feen, as I have before hinted,
‘om his having made fo very little matter, at leaft what falls within our
1.‘1\,. ledge, that does not fwarm with life : ner is his goodnefs lefs feen
C2 n




in the diverfity, than in the multitude of living creatures. Had he only
made one {pecies of animals, none of the reft wuulld have cnjloyed the hap-
pinefs of exiftence ; he has, l!}erefm'c, j;l'f‘fﬂ'{fﬁ’d in his creation every de-
gree of life, every capacity of Hemg I'he whole chafm in nature, from
a plant to a man, is filled up with dn-'f:ri':-:_ kinds of creatures, rifing one
over another, by fuch a gentle and eafy afcenr, that the little tranfitions
and deviations from one fpecies to another, are almoft infenfible. The
intermediate fpace is fo well husbanded and managed, that there is fcarce
a degree of perception which does not appear in fome one part of the
world of life. Is the Goodnefs or Wifdom of the divine Being, more
manifefted in this his proceeding ?

There is a confequence, befides thofe I have already mentioned, which
feems very naturally deducible from the foregoing confiderations. If the
fcale of Being rifes by fuch a regular progrefs, {fo high as man, we may
by a parity of reafon fuppofe that it {lill proceeds gradually through thofe
Beings which are of a fuperior nature to him; fince there is an infinitely
greater fpace and room for different degrees and perfe@ion, between the
{upreme Being and man, than between man and the moft defpicable in-
fet. 'This confequence of fo great a variety of Beings which are fupe-
rior to us, from that variety which is inferior to us, is made by Mr. Locke,
in a paffage which I fhall here fet down, after having premifed, that not-
withftanding there is fuch infinite room between man and his Maker for
the creative power to exert it felf in, it is impoflible that it fhould ever
be filled up, fince there will be flill an infinite gap or diftance between
the higheft created Being, and the power which produced him.

That there Jbould be more Species of intelligent creatures above us, than
there are of fenfible and material below us, is probable tome from hence
that in alj the vifible corporeal world, we fée no chafins, or no gaps. Al
quite down from us, the deftent is by eafy fleps, and a continued Sferies
of things, that in each remove, differ wery little one from the other.
There are fifbes that have wings, and are not flrangers to the airy ve-
gions : and there are fome birds, that are inbabitants of the water ;
whofe blood is cold as fifbes, and their flefb fo like in tafte, that the firu-
pulous are allowed them on fifb-days. There are animals [0 near of kin
both to birds and beafls, that they are in the middle between both : am-
Phibious animals link the terrefirial and aguatic together ; Seals live at
band and at fea, and Porpoifes have the warm blood and entrails of a
Hog 5 not to mention what is confidently reported of Mermaids and Sea-
men. There are fome brutes, that feem to bave as much knowledge and

reafon,
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reafon, as fome that ave called Men ; and the animal and wvegetable
kingdoms are fo nearly _js.?.wa’, that if you will take the loweft of one,
and the higheft of the other, there will ftarce be perceived any great
difference between them : and fo on till we come to the loweft and the
moft inorganical parts of matter, we Shall find every where that the fe-
weral Species are linked together, and differ bus in almoft infenfible de-

rees. And when we confider the infinite Power and Wifdom of the
Maker, we have reafon to think rhat it is fuitable to the magnificent
barinony of the univer(é, and the great defign and infinite goodnefs of
the Architect, that the Species of creatures fhould alfo, by gentle de-
grees, aficend upward from us toward bis infinite perfeifion, as we fee
they gradually defeend from us downwards : which if it be probable,
we have reafon then to be perfuaded, that there are far more Species of
creatures above us, than there are beneath ; we being in degrees of per-
feétion much more remote from the infinite Being of God, than we are
from the loweft flate of Being, and that which approaches neareft to
nothing. And yet of all thofe diftini? Species, we have no clear diftinct
Ideas.

In this Syftem of Being, there is no creature fo wonderful in its na-
ture, and which fo much deferves our particular attention, as Man, who
fills up the middle fpace between the animal and intellettual nature, the
vifible and invifible world, and is that link in the chain of Beings which
has been often termed the Nexwus utriufque Mundi. So that he, who in
one refpeét being affociated with Angels and Arch-Angels, niay look up-
on a Being of infinite perfefion as his Father, and the higheft order of
{pirits as his brethren, may in another refpect fay to Corruption, thou
ert my father, and to the worm, thou art my mother and my [ifler.

Thurfday,
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