UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of The Right Honourable Joseph Addison, Esq.

In Four Volumes

Addison, Joseph
London, 1721

No 523. Thursday, October 30.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53597

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53597

fart ]1:." than O’um 5 ﬂf .tczumﬁ La, Jo ﬁt ixnﬂ" ] ow

22 The SPECT ATOR I

b2
]

L

L

e L T e St L e e T T

—

N° 523. Tlburfday, Offober 30.

------- Nunc augar  Apollo,

Nunc Lycie forves, nunc et ]az'f miffus ab 1pfo
Interpres drviim fert borrida julfa per auras.
Scilscet 15 fuperis laboy ==e-mmm Virg.

F Am always highly delighted with the difcovery of any rifing genius
# among my countrymen. For this reafon I have read over, with great

Dleaiulc, the late Mifcellany publithed by Mr. Pope, in which there
are many excellent compofitions of that ingenious Gentleman. I have
had a ple..fuu, of the fame kind, in pe mfmg a Poem that is juft publi-
thed on the Profpelt of Peace, and which, I hope, will meet with fuch a
reward from its patrons, as fo noble a performance deferves. I was par-
ticularly well-pleafed to find that the Author had not amufed himfelf with
fables out of the Pagan Theology, and that when he hints at any thing
of this .1"1[11:‘6, 119 :1]]udu: to it 0:1ly as to a 11I,Ef-

to L]-Lu]'"‘f a great

man, without mixing a parc d of {chool-boy tales with the recital of his

aftions, If you read a poem on a fine woman, among the authors of
this clafs, you fhall {ee that it turns more upon Fenus or Helen, than on
the party concerned. I have known a copy of verfes on a great hero
.,Ianlv commended ; but upon asking to hear fome of the beautiful paf-
fages, the admirer of it has wptatcd to me a {peech of Apollo, or defcri-
ption of Polypheme. At other times when I have fearched for the adti-
ons of a a great man w ho gave a ful bject to the writer, i have been enter-
tained with the exploits of a I{m.r—qc:m} - have been forced to attend
a Fury in he mifchievous progrefs, from one end of the poem to the
other. “When we are at fchool, it is neceflary for us to be acquainted

with the fyftem of Pagan Theology, and may be allowed to enliven a

theme, or point an epigram with a heathen god; but when we would

write
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w g]+'_.r_ a manls Pn.ncgrric";, I‘h’l[ fhould carry in it all the colours
‘e recourle to our

"511."!{.-;“, can Lw more ridiculous than to has

el .J.

utiful which is not juft, and no thought can be j
d in Truth, or at leaft in that which '-?-.‘.;h's for fuch
. 15, the ufe of the heathen mytholegy is not only
excufable but graceful, h caufe it is the defign of fL[C'l compofitic :

rt, by adapting the fabulous machines of the ancients to low fubje&s,
and at Lh@, fame time b” ridiculing fuch kinds of machinery in modern
writers. If any are of opinion, that there is a neceflity of admitting
thefe claffical legends into our ferious compofitions, in order to give
them a more poetical turn; I would recommend to their confi 1
the Paftorals of Mr. Philips. One would have the Lg‘:.. ii impoffible
for thiskind of poetry to have iL:‘ {ifted without Fauns and Satyrs, wood-
nymphs and ',i-aLLbnu;'I‘:;, with all the tribe of rural deities. But we
fee he has given a new life, a ’L a more natural beauty to this way of
writing, by {ubflituting in_the place of thefe antiquated fables, the fuper-
{titious Mythology which prevails among the fhepherds of our owa
country.

fz irgil and Homer might compliment their heroes, by interweaving the
aflions of deities with their atchievements; but for a chriffian Auther
to write in the pagan Creed, to make Prince Eugene a favourite of Mars,
or to carry on a correfpondence between Bellona and the Marfhal de 73]
dars, would be downright puerility, and unp"rd(‘na“lc in
:.ﬂ’r fixteen. It is want of {ufficient elevation in a genius to d

M

Lt1on

lities, and place them in a fhining light, that makes him have recc
{uct 111111‘7 antiquated f fables ; asa man may write a fine def;
..¢',E‘f5’:"£'.—" #s or A .’":.-fiﬂ, that does not know how to draw the char

hi: yraries.

Tr: o:-;‘{-‘cr therefore to put a {top to this abfurd praétice, I fhall pub

following Ediél, by virtue of that {peétatorial authority with which
41“1 nd lu\-;ﬁLL.

Hereas the time of a general peace is, in all ¢ appearance, draw-
g is g near, being informed that there are feveral ingenious

intend to fhew their talents on fo happy an occafion, and
%s as much as in me lies, to prevent that effufion of non-
ich we have good caufe to apprel hend ; I do hereby flriétl ly re-
ery perfon, who fhall write on this fubjeét, to remember tl
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he is a chriflian, and not to facrifice his catechifm to his poetry. In
order to it, [ do expect of him in the firt place, to.make his.own- poem,
without depending upon Phebusfor-any-part-of it;-or-callingout-for
aid upon any one of the Mufes by name. I do likewife pofitively for-
bid the fending of Mercury with any particular meflage or difpatch re-
lating to the peace, and fhall by no means fuffer Minerve to take upon
her the fhape of any Plenipotentiary concerned in this great work. T
do further declare, that I fhall not allow the Deftinies. to have ‘had a
hand in the deaths of the {everal thoufands who have been {lain in the
late war, being of opinion that all fuch deaths may be very well account-
ed for by the chriftian fyftem of powder and ball. I do therefore ftri&-
ly forbid the Fates to cut the thread of man’s life upon any pretence
whatfoever, unlefs it be for the fake of the rhyme. And whereas I
have good reafon to fear, that Nepzune will have a great deal of bufi-
nefs on his hands, in feveral poems which we may now fuppofe are up-
on the anvil, I do alfo prohibit his appearance, unlefs it be done in me-
taphor, fimile, or any very fhort allufion, and that even here he be not
permitted to enter, but with great caution and circumfpection. I de-
fire that the fame rule may be extended to his whole fraternity of hea-
then Gods, it being my defign to condemn every poem to the flames
in which Fupiter thunders, or exercifes any other a& of authority which
does not belong to him: in fhort, I expeét that no pagan agent fhall be
introduced, or any fa& related which a man cannot give credit to with
a good confcience. Provided always, that nothing herein contained
fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to feveral of the female Poets
in this nation, who fthall be {lill left in full pofleflion of their Gods
ané_l anldeﬂ‘es, in the fame manner as if this paper had never been
written.

Zburfday,
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