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N ° 529. Jhurjday-) November 6.

Smgula queeque locum teneant forüta decenter . Hör.

UPON the hearing of feveral late difputes concerning rank and
precedence , I could not forbear amufing my felf with fome ob-
fervations, which I have made upon the learned world , as to this

great particular . By the learned world I here mean at large, all thofe who
are any way concerned in works of Literature , whether in the writing,
printing , or repeating part . To begin with the writers ; I haveobferved
that the Author of a Folio, in all companies and converfations, fets him-
felf above the Author of a Quarto ; the Author of a Gfaarto above the
Author of an Offavo ; and fo on, by a gradual defcent and fubordination,
to an Author in Twenty Fours . This diftinäion is fo well obferved, that
in an afTembly of the Learned , I have feen a Folio writer place himfelf in
an elbow-chair, when the Author of a Duo-decimohas, out of a jufl: de-
ference to his fuperior quality, feated himfelf upon a fquab. In a word,
Authors are ufually ranged in Company after the fame manner as their
works are upon a Ihelf.

The moft minute pocket -author , hath beneath him the writers of all
pamphlets, or works that are only ftitched . As for a Pamphleteer , he
takes place of none but of the Authors of fingle Iheets, and of that fra-
ternity who publifh their labours on certain days, or on every day of the
week . I do not find that the precedency among the individuals, in this
latter clafs of writers, is yet fettled.

For my own part, I have had fo ftriä :a regard to the ceremonial which
prevails in the learned world , that I never prefumed to take place of a
Pamphleteer tili my daily papers were gathered into thofe two firft vo-
lumes, which have already appeared . After which I naturally jumped
over the heads not only of all Pamphleteers , but of every Oclavo writer
in Great Britain ^ that had written but one book . I am alfo informed by
my bookfeiler, that fix Offavo 's have at all times been looked upon as an
equivalent to a Folio, which I take notice of the rather , becaufe I would
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S-.J».-î BP̂ P^y ^ ^^ŷ P',
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not have the learned vvorld furprized , if after the publication of half a
dozen volumes I take my place accordingly . When my fcattered forces
are thus rallied, and reduced into regulär bodies, I flatter my felf that I
fliall make no defpicable figure at the head of them.

Whether thefe rules, which have been received time out of mind in
the Commonwealth of letters , were not originally eftabliflied with an eye
to our paper manufafture , I fliall leave to the difcußion of others, and
fliall only remark further in this place, that all printers and bookfellers
take the wall of one another , according to the abovementioned merits
of the Authors to whom they refpeclively belong.

I come now to that point of precedency which is fettled among the
three learned profeffions, by the wifdom of our laws. I need not here
take notice of the rank which is allotted to every Doflor in each of thefe
profeffions, who are all of them, though not fo high as Knights, yet a
degree above Squires ; this laft order of men being the illiterate body of
the nation , are confequently thrown together into a clafs below the three
learned profeffions. I mention this for the fake of feveral rural Squires,
whofe reading does not rife fo high as to the prefent fiate of England,
and who are often apt to ufurp that precedency which by the laws of
their country is not due to them. Their want of learning, which has
planted them in this üation , may in fome meafure extenuate their mif-
demeanour ; and our profeflbrs ought to pardon them when they offend
in this particular , confidering that they are in a ftate of ignorance, or, as
we ufually fay, do not know their right hand from their left.

There is another tribe of perfons who are retainers to the learned
world , and who regulate themfelves upon all occallons by feveral laws
peculiar to their body. I mean the players or aclors of both fexes.
Among thefe it is a ltanding and uncontroverted principle, that a Tra-
gedian alvvays takes place of a Comedian ; and it is very well known the
merry drolls who make us laugh are always placed at the lower end of
the table, and in every entertainment give way to the dignity of the
buskin. It is a Stage maxim, Once a King and always a King. For
this reafon it would be thought very abfurd in Mr . Bullpck, notwith-
Itanding the height and gracefulnefs of Iiis perfon, to fit at the right hand
of a Hero , though he were but nve foot high. The fame diftin&ion is
obferved among the Ladies of the Theatre . Queens and Heroines pre-
ferve their rank in private converfation, while thofe who are waiting-
women and maids of honour upon the Stage, keep their diftance alfo
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I fhall only add, that by a parity of reafon, all writers of Tragedy Iook

upon it as their due to be feated, ferved, or faluted before Comic writers:
thofe who deal in Tragi -Comedy ufually taking their feats between the
Authors of either fide. There has been a long difpute for precedency
between the Tragic and Heroic Poets . Ariflotle would have the latter
yield the 'Pas to the former , but Mr . Dryden and many others would
never fubmit to this decifion. Burlefque writers pay the fame deference
to the Heroic , as Comic writers to their ferious brothers in the Drama.

By this fliort table of laws, order is kept up, and diftinäion preferved
in the whole republic of letters.

1 ~T is very ufual for thofe who have been fevere upon marriage, in
I fome part or other of their lives to enter into the fraternity which

they have ridiculed , and to fee their raillery return upon their own
heads. I fcarce ever knew a woman-hater that did not, fooner or later,
pay for ir. Marriage, which is a bleffing to another man, falls upon fuch
an one as a judgment . Mr . Congreve\ Old Batchelor is fet forth to us
with much wit and humour , as an example of this kind . In fhort, thofe
who have raoft diltinguifhed themfelves by railing at the fex in general,
very often make an honourable amends, by ciiuling one of the moft
worthlefs perfons of it, for a companion and yoke-fellow. Hymen takes
bis revenge in kind , on thofe who turn his rnyfteries into ridicule.

My friend Will . Honeyco?nb, who was fo unmercifully vvitty upon the
women, in a couple of Letters , which I lately communicated to the
public, has given the Ladies ample fatisfaftion by marrying a farmer 's
daughter ; a piece of news which came to our Club by the lalt poft. The
Templer is very pofitive that he has marned a dairy-maid : but fVill, in
,his Letter to me on this occafion, fets the bert face upon the matter that

Sic vifum Veneri ; cm placet tmpares
Formas atque amrnos fub juga ahenea

Savo mittere cum joco. Hör.
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