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N 535, " Thurfday, November 13.

Spem longam refeces = Hor.

Y four hundred and feventy firlt {peculation turned upon the fub-
M jeét of Hope in general. I defign this paper as a fpeculation tipon

that vain and foolith Hope, which is mifemployed on temporal
objedts,-and produces many forrows and calamities in human life.

It is a precept feveral times inculcated by Horace, that we fhould not
entertain a hope of any thing in life which lies at a great diftance from
us. ‘The thortnefs and uncertainty of our time here, makes fuch a kind
of hope unreafonable and abfurd. The grave lies unfeen between us and
the object which we reach after: where-one man lives to enjoy the good
he has in view, ten thoufand are cut off in the purfuit of ir.

It happens likewife unluckily, that one Hope no {fooner dies in us, but
another rifes up in its ftead. We are apt to fancy that we fhall be happy
and fatisfied if we poflefs our felves of fuch and fuch particular enjoy-
ments; but either by reafon of their emptinefs, or the natural inquietude
of the mind, we have no fooner gained one point but we extend our
hopes to another. We flill find new inviting fcenes and landskips lying
behind thofe which ar a diftance terminated our view.

The natural confequences of {uch refleftions are thefe ; that we fhould
take care not to let our hopes run out into too great a length; that we
fhould fufficiently weigh the objeéts of our Hope, whether they be fuch
as we may reafonably -expeét from them what we propofe in their fruiti-
on, and whether they are fuch as we are pretty fure of attaining, in cafe
our life extend it {elf fo far. If we hope for things which are at too great
a diftance from us, it is poflible that we may be intercepted by death in
our progrefs towards them. if we hope for things of which we have not
thoroughly confidered the wvalue, our difappointment will be greater than
our pleafure in the fruition of them. If we hope for what we are pot
likely to poflefs, we a& and think in vain, and make life a greater dream
apdifhadow than it really is.
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Many of the miferies and misfortunes of life proceed from our want
of confideration, in one or all of thefe particulars. They are the rocks
on which the fanguine tribe of lovers daily fplit, and on which the bank-
rupt, the politician, the alchymiit and projector are caft away in every age.
Men of warm imaginations and towring thoughts are apt to overlook the
goods of fortune which are near them, for fomething that glitters in the
fight at a diftance; to neglet folid and fubftantial happinei's, for what is
fhowy and fuperficial ; and to contemn that good which lies within their
reach, for that which they are not capable of attaining. Hope calculates
its {chemes fora long and durable life; prefles forward to imaginary points
of blifs; and grafpsat impoflibilities; and confequently very often enfnares
men into beggary, ruin and difhonour.

What I have here faid, may ferve as a moral to an .4rabien fable, which
I find tranflated into French by Monfieur Galland. 'The fable has in it
fuch a wild, but natural fimplicity, that I queftion not but my Reader will
be as much pleafed with it as I have been, and that he will confider him-
{elf, if he refle@s on the {feveral amufements of Hope which have fome-
times pafled in his mind, as a near relation to the Perffan glafs-man.

Alnafthar, {ays the fable, was a very idle fellow, that never would fet
his hand to any bufinefs during his father’s life. When his father died,
he left him to the value of a hundred Drachmas in Perfian money. AZ-
nafchar, in order to make the beft of it, laid it out in glaffes, bottles, and
the fineft earthen-ware, Thefe he piled up in a large open basket, and
having made choice of a very little fhop, placed the basket at his feet, and
teaned his back upon the wall, in expectation of cuftomers. As he far
in this pofture with his eyes upon the basker, he fell into a moft amufing
train of thought, and was over-heard by one of his neighbours as he talk-
ed to himfelf in the following manner: This Basket, fays he, coff me at
the wholefale Merchant's a bandred Drachmas, which is all I bave in
the world.. I Jball quickly make two bundred of it, by felling it in retail.
Thefe two buandred Drachmas will in a very little while rife to four bun-
dred, which of courfe will amount in time to four thoufand. Four thou-
fand Drachmas cannot fail of wezézr;p; eight thoufand. As fior as by
this means I am Mafer of ten theufand, 1 will lay afide my trade of glafs-
man, and turn Feweller. I [ball then deal in ‘Diamonds, Pearls, and ail
forts of rich flones. When I have got together as much wealth as I can
well defive, I will make a purchafe of the fineft houfe I can find, with
lands, flaves, eunuchs and horfes. I jballthen begin to enjoy my felfs and
make a noife in the warld, I will not, however, flop there, but [lill con-

tinue
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¢ L my traffick, till I have got together a bundred thoufand Drachinas,
When 1 have thus made my [felf maficr of a bundred thiufand Drachmas,
I [ball naturally fet my feif on the foot of a Prince, and will demand the
Grand Vizier's daughter in marriage, after baving reprefented to that
Minifter the information which I have received of the beanty, wit, dif-
cretion, and other high qualitics which bis daughter poffeffes. I will let
him know at the fame time, that it is my intention to make bim a prefent
of @ thoufand pieces of gold on our marriage-night. As foon as I have
married the Grand Vizier's danghter, I'll buy ber ten black Eunuchs, the
soungeft and befl that can be got for money. I mufl afterwards make my
futher-in-law a vifit with a great train and equipage, And when I am
‘placed at his right-band, which be will do of cour (e, if it be only to ho-
sour bis daunghrer, I will give him the thoufand pieces of gold which I

romifed bim, and afterwards, to his great furprize, will prefent him
with another purfe of the fame value, with fome fbort fpeech; as, Sir,
vou fee I am a man of my word: I always give more than I promife,

When I have brought the Princefs to my houfe, I fball take particular
care to breed in her a due ve[pect for me, before I give the reins to love
and dalliance. To this end I fball confine ber to her own apartment,
make ber a [bort vifit, and talk but Jittle to bher. Her women will re-
prefent to me, that Jbe is inconfolable by reafion of my unkinduefs, and beg
me with tears to carefs ber, and let ber fit down by me; but I Shall fiill
remain inexorable, and will turn my back upon ber all the firft night. Her
mother will then come and bring ber daugbter to me, as I am feated #p-
onmy Sofa. The daughter, with tears in her eyes, will fing ber felf af
my feet, and beg of me toreceive her into my favour: then will I, to im-
print in ber a thorough veneration for my perfon, draw up my legs and
[purn ber from me with my foot, in Such a manner that fbe fhall Jall dowsy
feveral paces from the Sofa.

Alinafchar was entirely {wallowed up in this chimerical vifion, and could
not forbear afting with his fg)ot what he had in his thoughts: fo that un-
luckily {triking his basket of brittle ware, which was the foundation of
all his grandeur, he kicked his glafles to a great diftance from him into
the ftreet, and broke them into ten thoufand pieces.
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