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N° 543. Saturday, Nevember 22.

—-mmn- Factes won omntbus una,
Nec drverfa tamen —m—-—- Ov.

HOSE who were skilful in Anatomy among the ancients, con-
cluded from the outward and inward make of a human body,
that it was the work of a Being tranfcendently wife and pow-

‘erful. As the world grew more enlightned in this art, their difcoveries

gave them frefh opportunities of admiring the conduét of providencein
the formation of a human body. Galex was converted by his difleétions,
and could not but.own a fupreme Being upon a furvey of thishishandy-
work. There are, indeed, many parts, of which the old anatomifts did
not know the certain ufe; but as they faw that moft of thofe which they
examined were adapted with admirable art to their feveral fun&ions,
they did not qufl:ftion but thofe, whofe ufes they could not determine,
were contrived with the fame wifdom for refpeétive ends and purpofes.
Since the circulation of the blood has been found out, and many other
great difcoveries have been made by our modern Anatomifts, we{ee new
wonders in the human frame, and difcern feveral important ufes for thofe
parts, which ufes the antients knew nothing of. In fhort, the body of
manis fuch a fubje& as ftands the utmoft teft of examination. Though
it appears formed with the niceft wifdom, upon the moft fuperficial fur-
vey of it, it flill mends upon the fearch, and produces our furprize and
amazement in proportion as we pry into it. What I have here faid of a
human body, may be applied to the body of every animal which has been
the fubject of anatomical obfervations.

The body of an animal is an obje¢t adequate to our fenfes. It is a par-
ticular fyftem of providence, that lies in a narrow compafs. The eye is
able to command it, and by fucceflive enquiries can fearch into all its
parts. Could the bodyof the whole earth, or indeed the whole univerfe,
be thus fubmitted to the examination of our fenfes, were it not too big
and difproportioned for our enquiries, too unwieldy for the nanagement

of
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of the eye and hand, there is no queflion but it would appear to us as cu-
rious and well-contrived a frame as that of a human body.- We fhould
fee the fame concatenation and fubferviency, the fame neceflity and ufe-
fulnefs, the fame beauty and harmony in all and every of its parts, as what
we difcover in the body of every fingle animal.

The more extended our reafon is, and the more able to grapple with
immenfe objefs, the greater {iill are thofe difcoveries which it makes of
wifdom and providence in the work of the Creation. A Sir Ifaze New-
ton, who ftands up as the miracle of the prefent age, can look through.
a whole planetary {yftem; confider it in its weight, number, and mea-
fure: and draw from it as many demonitrations of infinite power and
wifdom, as 2 more confined underftanding is able to deduce from the {y-
ftem of a human body. -

But to return to our fpeculations on Anatomy. I fhall here confider
the fabrick and texture of the bodies of animals in one particular view ;
which, in my opinion, fhews the hand of a thinking and all-wife Being
in their formation, with the evidence of a thoufand demonftrations. I
think we may lay this down as an incontefted principle, that chance ne-
ver alts in a perpetual uniformity and confiftence with it felf If one
fhould always fling the fame number with ten thoufand dice, or {ee eve-
ry throw jut five times lefs, or five times more in number than the throw
which immediately preceded it; who would not imagine there is fome
invifible power which direts the caft? this is the proceeding which we
find in the operations of nature. Every kind of animal is diverfified by
different magnitudes, each of which gives rife to a different {fpecies. Let
a man trace the dog or lion-kind, and he will obferve how many of the
works of Nature are publithed, if I may ufe the expreflion, in a variety
of editions. If we look into the Reptile world, or into thofe different
Kinds of animals that fill the element of water, we meet with the fame
repetitions among feveral fpecies, that differ very little from one another,
but in fize and bulk. You find the fame creature that is drawn at large,
copied out in feveral proportions, and ending in miniature. It would
be tedious to produce inftances of this regular condué in providence, as
it would be fuperfluous to thofe who are verfed in the natural hiftory of.
animals. The magnificent harmony of the univerfe is fuch, that we may
obferve innumerable diviffons running upon the fame grarmd. I might
alfo extend this fpeculation to the dead parts of nature,in which we may
find matter difpofed into many fimilar {y{tems, as well in our furvey of

ftars and planets, as of {tones, vegetables;, and other fublunary parts of the
creation.
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creation. Inaword, Providence has fhewn the richnefs of its goodnefs and
wildom,not only inthe pro .1i1;;10.1' many original {pe acies, but in the multi-
plicity of Defcants which ithas n L.._. onevery or !gma! fpeciesin particular.
hut to 1‘1'111_ this thought {till farther: every living creature, LOﬁlidf‘-_
red in 1t {elf, has many very complicated parts, that are exac ¢t copies ol
fome other parts which 1t ij'}J'L.IILE\ and which are rom,*.u.au.d in the
fame manner. One Eye would have been fufficient for the fubliftence
and prefervation of an animal; but, in erder to better his condition, we
fee another p-mg.‘ with a mathematical exaétnefs in the fame moft advan-
tageous fituation, and in every particularof the fame fize and l."L'\Im'C. Isic
pollible tun. ance to be thus delicate and uniform in her upf rations? Should
a million of dice turn up twice together the fame number, the wonder
would be nothing in lL).TTp.hl on ~.-.1[h this. But when we {ee this fimi-
’li:udf_ and refemblance in the arm, the hand, the fingers; when we fee
ne half of the l:ody ntirely corre{pond wnh the other in all thole mi-
nute {trokes, without which a man might have very well fubfifted ; nay,
when we often fee a fingle part 1emarn_d a hundred times in the fame
body, notwith{tanding it confiits of the moftintricate weaving of numberlefs
fibres, and thefe parts diff L:mg ftill in magnitude, as the convenience of
their particular fituation requires; fure a man muft have a ftrange caft of
underftanding, who does not difcover the finger of God in fo wonderful
a work. Thefe duplicates in thofe parts of tha body, without which a
man might have very well fubfifted, though not fo well as'with them, are
phm demonftration of an all-wife contriver; as thofe more numerous
copyings, which are found among the veflels of the fame body, are evi-
dent demonftrations that they could not be the work of chance. This
argument receives additional ftrength, if we apply it to every animal and
infe& within our knowledge, as well as to thofe numberlefs living crea-
tures that are objeéts too minute for a human eye: and if we confider
how the feveral fpecies in the whole world of life refemble one another in ve-
ry many particulars, {o far as is convenient for their refpective ftates of ex-
iftence; it is much more probable that an hundred million of dice fhould
be cafually thrown a hundred million of times in the fame number, than
that the body of any fingle animal thould be produced by the fortuitous
concourfe of matter. And that the like chance fhould arife in innume-
rable inftances, requires a degree of credulity that is not under the dire-
&ion of common fenfe. We may carry this confideration yet further, if
we reflet on the two fexes in every living fpecies, with their refem-
blances to each other, and thofe particular diftinctions that were neceflary
for the keeping up of this great world of life. There
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There are ‘many more demonftrations of a fupreme Being, and
of his tranfcendent wifdom, power and goodnefs in the formation of the
body of a living creature, for which Irefer my reader to other writings,
particularly to the {ixth book of the poem, entitled Creation, where the
Anatomy of the human body is deferibed with great perfpicuity and ele-
gance. I have been particular on the thought which runs through this
Speculation, becaufe I have not feen it enlarged upon by others.

IN® 547- ?r’—’m’ﬁfﬁ)’a November 27.

Si vnluns tibi monfivata radice vel herba
Non fieret levius, fugeres radice vel herba
Proficsente uibil curariey == ~—=- Hot.

g T is very difficult to praife a man without putting him out of coun-

tenance. My following correfpondent has found out this uncommon
A ort, and, together with his friends, has celebrated fome of my Specu-
lations after fuch a concealed but diverting manner, that if any of my
readers think I ant to blame in publifhing my own commendations, they
will allow I {hould have deferved their cenfure as much, had I {fupprefied
the humour in which they are conveyed to me.

S IR,
¢ | Am often in a private affembly of wits of both {exes, where we ge-
« perally defcant upon your Speculations, or upon the fubjelts on
which you have treated. We were laft Tuefday talking of thole two
« volumes which you have lately publithed. Some were commending
« one.of your papers, and fome another ; and there was fcarce a fingle
« perfon inthe company that had not a favourite Speculation. Uponthis
« a man of wit and learning told us, he thought it would not be amifs
‘ator the fame compliment that is often made in our

ke X

.
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« if we paid the J;
«_publick. prints to.Sir [ 2lkam Read, Dr. Grant, Mr. Meor the Apothe-~
& cary, and other eminent phyficians, where it 1§ ufual for the patients to

padlya h
¢ publifh

Vor. 1V. (&)
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