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Quid dignum tauto feret hic promsffor Hiatu ? Hor.

my felf a member, there are very many perfons who by letters, pe-

titions, and recommendations, put up for the next ele&ion. At the
{fame time I muft complain, that feveral indire¢t and underhand pradtices
have been made ufe of upon this occafion. A certain country Gentle-
man begun to Z¢p upon the firft information he received of Sir Rocer’s
death; when he fent me up word, that if I would get him chofen in the
slace of the deceafed, he would prefent me with a barrel of the beft
Oétober I had ever drank in my life. The Ladies are in great pain to
know whom I intend to ele&@ in the room of WiLr. HoNeEvcoMme.
Some of them indeed are of opinion that Mr. Honevcoms did not
take fufficient care of their interefts in the Club, and are therefore defi-
rous of having in it hereafter a reprefentative of their own fex. A ci-
tizen who fubfcribes himfelf 2. Z. tells me that he has one and twenty
fhares in the African company, and offers to bribe me with the odd one
in cafe he may fucceed Sir AxpreEw FrREgrorT, which he thinks
would raife the credit of that fund. I have feveral Letters, dated from
Fenny Man's, by Gentlemen who are candidates for Captain SENTRY'S
place, and as many from a Coffee-houfe in Pawn/’s Church-yard of fuch
who would fill up the vacancy occafioned by the death of my worthy
friend the Clergyman, whom I can never mention but with a particular
refpedt.

Having maturely weighed thefe feveral particulars, with the many re-
moniltrances that have been made to me on this fubjet, and confidering
how invidious an office I fhall take upon me if I make the whole election
depend upon my fingle voice, and being unwilling to expofe my felf to
thofe clamours, which, on fuch an occafion, will not fail to be raifed
againft me for pargality, injuftice, corruption, and other qualities which
my nature abhors, = hayeformed ';9 my .’."::1‘1'"\[11._6 projwét of a Club as
follows. X ¢ T ey I

SINC E the late diffolution of the Club whereof I have often declared
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I .-~ woughts of iffuing out writs to all and every of the Clubs that
are eftablithed in the Cities of London and Weftminfler, requiring !.hcm to
chufe out of their refpective bodies a perfon of the greateft merir, and to
return his name. to me before Lady-day, at which time I intend to fit up-
on bufinefs.

By this means I may have reafon to hope, that the Club over which I
fhall prefide will be the very flower and quintefience of all other Clubs.
1 have communicated this my proje& to none but a particular friend of
mine, whom I have celebrated twice or thrice for his happinefs in that
kind of wit which is commonly known by the name of a Pun. The
only objeftion he makes to it is, that I1hall raife up enemies to my felf if
I aét with fo regal an air; and that my detraétors, inftead of giving me
the ufual title of SpecrTaTor, will be apt to call me the King of Clubs.

But te proceed on my intended projeét: it is very well known that 1
at firft fet forth in this work with the charaéter of a filent man; and I
thiok I'have fo well preferved my taciturnity, that Ido not remember to
have violated it with three fentences in the fpace of almoft two years.
As a monofyllable is my delight, I have made very few excurfions, in the
converfations which I have related, beyond a Yes or a No. By this
means my Readers have loft many good things which I have had in my
hearr, though I did not care for uttering them.

Now in order to diverfify my charalter, and to fhew the world how

welll can talk if T have a mind, [ have thoughts of being very loquacious
in the Club whichI have now under confideration. But that I may pro-
ceed the more regularly in this affair, I defign, upon the firft meeting
of the faid Club, te have my mouth openedin form; intending to regulate
my felf in this particular by a certain ritual which I have by me, that
contains all the ceremonies which are p"-u‘?i"bfi at the L‘Jpcnil g the mouth
(’?F a Cardinal. I have likewife examined the forms which were ufed of old

by Pythagoras, when any of ‘his fcholars,after an apprenticefhip of filence,
was made free of his ;pecch. In the mean time, as [ have of late found
my name in foreign Gazettes upon lefs occafions, 1 queflion not but in
their next articles from Grear-Britain, [hcy will inform the world that
the SPECTATOR’S mouth is to be opencd on the tw enty- -fifth r,f March
next. | may perhaps publith a very ufeful paper at that time of the pro-
ceedings in that folemnity, and of the perfons who fhall affift atic. But
of this morc hereafter.
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