
Universitätsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of The Right Honourable Joseph Addison, Esq.
In Four Volumes

Addison, Joseph

London, 1721

No 557. Monday, June 30.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53597

https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53597


60 Tbe SPECTATOR . N ° 55-7.
As for the perfons concerned in this work , the names of all of them,

or at leaft of fuch as defire it, mall be publiflied hereafter : 'tili which
time I muft entreat the courteous reader to fufpend his curiofity, and ra¬
ther to confider what is written , than who they are that write it.

Having thus adjufted all necefTary preliminaries with my Reader , I ihall
not trouble him with any more prefatory difcourfes, but proceed in my
old method, and entertain him with Speculations on every ufeful fubjecl:
that falls in my way.

N ° 557. Monday, June 30.

Ghüppe domum timet ambiguam , Tyr 'tofque bilmgues . Virg.

THERE is nothing, fays Tlato , ß delightful, as the hearing or
the Jpeaking of truth . For this reafon there is no converfation
fo agreeable as that of the man of integrity , who hears without

any intention to betray, and fpeaks without any intention to deceive.
Among all the accounts which are givenof Cato, I donotremember one

that more redounds to his honour than the following pafTage related by
*Plutarch. As an advocate was pleading .the caufe of his dient before
one of the Praetors, he could only produce a fingle witnefs in a point
where the law required the teftimony of two perfons ; upon which the
advocate infifted on the integrity of that perfon whom he had produ-
ced ; but the Praetor told him, That where the law required two wit-
neffes, he would not accept of one, though it were Cato himfelf. Such
a fpeech from a perfon who fat at the head of a court of Juftice , while
Cato was ftill living, fhews us, more than a thoufand examples, the high
reputation this great man had gained among his contemporaries upon the
account of his fincerity.

When fuch an inflexible integrity is a little foftned and qualified by the
rules of converfation and good-breeding, there is not a more fhining vir-
tue in the whole catalogue of focial duties. A man however ought to,
take great care not to polifli himfelf out of his veracity, nor to refine his
behaviour to the prejudice of his virt.ue„. This
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This fubjeft is exquifitely treated in the moft elegant Sermon of the

great Britijh preacher . I mall beg leave to tranfcribe out of it two or
three fentences, as a proper introduftion to a very curious letter , which I
ftiall make the chief entertainraent of this Speculation.

" The o!d Englißo plainnefs and ßncerity , that generous integrity of
" nature, and honefty of difpofition, which always argues true greatnefs
" of mind, and is ufually accompanied with undaunted courage and re-
" folution, is in a great meafure loit among us.

« The dialecl of converfation is now-a-days fo fwelled with vanity and
" compliment, and fo furfeited (as I may fay) of expreffions of kindnefs
« and refpeft , that if a man that lived an age or two ago fhould return
" into the world again, he would really want a Diclionary to help him
" to underftand his own language, and to know the true intrinfick va-
" lue of the phrafe in fafhion; and would hardly, at firft, believe at what
" a low rate the higheft ftrains and expreffions of kindnefs imaginable do
« commonly pafs in current payment ; and when he Ihould come to un-
« derltand it, it would be a great while before he could bring himfelf
" with a good countenance and a good confeience, to converfe with men-
" upon equal terms and in their own way.

I have by me a letter which I look upon as a great curiofity, and which
may ferve as an exemplification to the foregoing paffage, cited out of this
moft excellent Prelate . It is faid to have beea written in King Charles
theSecond 's reign by the Ambaffador of Bantam , a little after his arrivaL
in England.

Maßer,
4C"THE people, where I now am, have tongues further from their

" hearts than from London to Bantam , and thou knowett the in-
" habitants of one of thefe places doe not know what is done in the.
« other . They call thee and thy fubjefts Barbarians» becaufe we fpeak
*' what we mean ; and aecount themfelves.a civilized people, becaufe they
" fpeak one thing and mean another : Truth they call barbarity, and fal-
" flbood politenefs. Upon my firft landing, one who was fent from the King>
" of this place to meet me, told me, That he was extremely forry for
*' the florm I had met with juß before my arrival . I was troubled to-
" hear him grieve and afflidl himfelf upon my aecount ; but in lefs than
" a quarter of an hour he fmiled, and was as merry as if nothing had
« happened. Another who came with him told me by my interpreter,
« He Jhouldbe glad to do me any Jervice that lay in his pwer .. Upon-

" which
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" which I defired him to carry one of my portmanteaus for me ; but in-
" Itead of ferving me according to his promife, he laughed, and bid ano-
" ther do it. I lodged , the firit week, at the houfe of one, who defired
" me to think my/ elf at hörne, and to conßder his houfe as my own. Ac-
" cordingly, I the next morning began to knock down one of the walls
<< of it, in order to let in the frefh air, and had paeked up fome of the
" houlhold-goods, of which I intended to have made thee a prelent : but

the falfe Varlet no fooner faw me falling to work , but he fent word
" to defire me to give over, for that he would have no fuch doings in

his houfe. I had not been long in this nation, before I was told by one,
" for whom I had asked a certain favour from the chief of the King's
*i fervants, whom they here call the Lord -tfreafurer, That I had eternal-
" ly obliged him. I was fo furprized at his gratitude , that I could not
V- forbear faying, What fervice is there which one man can do for ano-
<( ther , that can oblige him to all eternity ! However I only asked him for'
" my reward , that he would lend me his eldefl daughter during my ftay
" in this country ; but I quickly found that he was as treacherous as the
" xett. of his countrymen.

" At my firft going to Court , one of the great men almoil put me out
" of countenance , by asking ten thoufand pardons of me for only tread-

ing by accident upon my toe . They call this kind of lye a compli-
" ment ; for when they are civil to a great man, they teil him untrüths,
" for which thou wouldefl order any of thy officers of State to receive a
" hundred blows upon his foot . I do not know how I fliall negotiate any
" thing with this people, fmce there is fo little credit to be given to therm

When I go to fee the King's Scribe, I am generally told that he is not
" at home, though perhaps I faw him go into his houfe almoft the yery
*' moment before . Thou wouldefl fancy that the whole nation are Phy-
" ficians, for the firft queftion they always ask me, is, How I do? I have
" this queftion put to me above an hundred times a day. Nay, they are
" not only thus inquifitive after my health, but wifh it in a more fölemn
" manner, with a füll glafs in their hands, every time I fit with them at

table, though at the fame time they would perfwade me to drink their
ct liquors in fuch quantities as I have found by experience will make me
" fick. They often pretend to pray for thy health alfo in the fame man-
" ner ; but I have more reafon to expeftit from the goodnefs of thy con-
" ftitution , than the fincerity of their wifhes. May thy llave efcape in
V fafety from this double-tongued race of men, and live to lay himfelf'
«' once more at thyjfeet in thy royal city of Bantam.

PFedneJ%
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