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N¢'558. . Wednefday, June 23.

Oui fit, Mecenas, ut nemo, quam [fibt fortem

Sen ratio dederit, feu fors objecerit, illa

Contentus vivat: laudet diverfa fequentes?

O fortunati mercatores, gravis annis

Miles ait, multo jam frattus membra labore !
Contra mercator, navim jactantsbus auftrss,

Militia eft potior. Quid enim? concurrstur? bore
Mamento cita mors venit, awt vitboria leta.
Agricolam landat juris legumque perius,

Sub galli cantum confultor ubs oftia pulfar.

Hle, datis vadibus, qui rure extratbus in urbem eff,
Solos felices vrventes clamat in urbe.

Cetera de genere boc (adeo funt mulia) loquacen
Delaffare valent Fabium. INe ve morer, ands

Quo rem deducam. 8t quis deus, en ego, dicat,
Fam faciam quod vultis: eris i, gus modo mles,.
Mercator: tu confultus modo, rufticus. Hinc vos,
Vos bine mutatis difcedite partibus.  Eja,

Ouid flaris? Nolint. Aiqus licet effe beatis. === Hor:

T is a celebrated thought of Socrates, that if all the misfortunes of
mankind were caft into a publick ftock, in order to be equally diftri-
buted among the whole fpecies, thofe who now think themfelves the
moft unhappy, would prefer the fhare they are already poflefled of,_befor_e
that which would fall to them by fuch a divifion. - Horace has carried this
thought a great deal further in the motto of my:papers which implies that

the hardihips os misfortunes we. lie under, are more ealy to us ;}hﬂ[ﬂ-
thofe
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thofe of any other perfon would be, in cafe we could change conditions
with him.

As I was ruminating on thefe two remarks, and feated in my elbow-
chair, T infenfibly fell alleep; when, on a fudden, methought there was a
proclamation made by Fupiter, that every mortal fhould bring in his
griefs and calamities, and throw them together ‘in a heap. There was a
large plain appointed for this purpofe. I took my ftand in the center of
it, and faw with a great deal of pleafure the whole human f{pecies march-
ing one after another, and throwing down their feveral loads, which im-
mediately grew up into a prodigious mountain that feemed to rife above

the clouds.

There was a certain Lady of a thin airy fhape; who was very adtive in
this folemnity. She carried a magpifying glafs in one of her hands, and
was cloathed in a loofe flowing robe, embroidered with feveral figures
of fiends and fpeétres, that difcovered themfelves in a thoufand chime-
rical fhapes, as her garment hovered in the wind. There was fomething
wild and diftracted in her looks. Her name was FANCZ. Sheled up

every mortal to the appointed place, after having very officioufly aflift-

ed him in making up his pack, and laying it upon his fhoulders. My
heart melted within me to fee my fellow-creatures groaning under their
refpeétive burthens, and to confider that prodigious bulk of human cala-
mities which lay before me.

There were however feveral perfons who gave me great diverfion up-
on this occafion. I obferved one bringing in a fardel very carefully con-
cealed under an old embroidered cloak, which, upon his throwing it in-
to the heap, I difcovered to be Poverty. Another, after a great: deal
of puffing, threw down his luggage; which upon examining, I found to.
be his wife.

There were multitudes of Lovers faddled with very whimfical bur-
thens, compofed of darts and flames; but, what was ‘very odd, though
they fighed as if their hearts would break under thefe bundles of calami-
ties, they could not perfwade themfelves to caft them into the heap,
when they came up to it; but after a few faint efforts, fhook their heads
and marched away, as heavy loaden as they came. I faw multitudes of
old women throw down their wrinkles, and {everal young ones who firip-
ped themfelves of a tawny «kin. There were very great heaps of red no-
fes, large lips, and rufty teeth. The truth of it is, I was furprized to fee
the greatelt part of the mountain made up of bodily deformities, Obfer-
ving one advancing towards the heap with a larger cargo than ordinary

upon
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upon his back, I found upon his near approach, that it was only a natural
hump w hich he difpofed of, with great joy of heatt, among his collecli-
on of human miferies. There were Tikewile dlithpcrf-: of all {orts, though
I could not but obferve, that there were many more imaginary than real.
One little packet I could not but take notice of, which was a complica-
tion of all the difeafes incident to human nature, and was in the hand of
a great many fine people: this was called the Spleen. Bur what mof}
of all furprized me, was a remark I made, that there was not a {ingle vice
or folly thrown into thei whole heap: at which [ was very much afto-
nifhed, having concluded within my felf, that ev Cl} one would taxe this
opportunity of getting rid of his paflions, prejudices and frailties.

I took notice in particular of a very profligate fellow, who I did not
queftion came loaden with his crimes, but upon fearching into his bundle,
I found that inftead of throwing his guilt from him, he had only laid
down his memory. He was followed by another worthlefs Rogue, who
flung away his modefty inftead of his ignorance.

W henthe whole race of mankind had thuscaft their burdens, the Phan-
tome which had been fo bufie on this occafion, feeing me an idle {pecta=
tor of what paffed, approached towards me. I grew uneafie at her pre-
fence, when of a fudden fhe held her magnifying glafs full before my eyes.
I no fooner {faw my face in it, but was ftart led at the fhortnefs of it, which
now appeared to me in its utmoft aggravation. The immoderate breadth
of the features made me very much out of humour with my own coun-=
tenance, upon which I threw it from me like a2 mask. It happened very
luckily, that one who ftood by me had juft ot:ror-:: thrown down his vi-
fage, which, it feems, was too long for him. It was indeed extended to
a moft thameful length ; I believe the very chin was, modeftly fpeaking,
as long as my whele face. We had both of us an opp‘n[um[ 7 of mend-
ing our felves, and, all the contributions being now brought in, every
man was at liberty to exchange his misfortune for thofe of another perfon,
But as there arofe many new incidents in the fequel of my .fiﬁﬂn, I thall

referve them for the fubje@ of my next paper. /

Vo, IV. I Friday,
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