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Qui fit , Mtecenas, ut nemo, quam fib 't fortem
Seu ratio dederit , feu fors objecerit, illa
Contentus vivat : landet diverfa fequentes?
0 fortunati mercatores, gravis annis
Miles ait , multo jam fraßus membra labore f
Contra mercator , navim jabtantibus außris,
Militia efi potior . Quid enim 1 concurritur ? hor<e
Momento cita mors venit, aut vißoria lata.
Agricolam laudat juris legumque peritus,
Sub galli cantum confuhor ubi oflia pulfat.
1/le, datis vadibus, qui rure extraßus in urbem eß?
Solos feüces v 'wentes clamat in urbe.
Ceetera de genere hoc [adeo funt multd) loquacem
Delajfare valent Fabium. Ne te morer, audi
Quo rem deducam. St quis deus, en egoy dicat,
Jam factam quod vultis : eris tu, qui modo miles,.
Mercator : tu confultus modo, rußicus. Hinc vos,
Vos hinc mutatis difcedite partibus . Eja,
Quidßatis ? Nolint . Atqui licet eje beatis. ------ Hör.

IT is a celebrated thought of Socrates, that if all the rnisfortunes of
mankind were call into a publick ftock, in order to be equally diftri-
buted among the whole fpecies, thofe who now think themfelves the

moit unhappy, would prefcr the Ihare they are already poffefled of, before
that v.hich would fall to them by fuch a divifion. Haraeehas carried this
thought a great deal further in the motto of my paper, which implies that
the hardlhips ox, misfortunes,we lie under, are more eafy to us than
\wV ^ thofe
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thofe of any other perfon would be, in cafe we could change conditions
with him.

As I was ruminating on thefe two remarks, and feated in my elbow-
chair, I infenlibly feil afleep ; when, on a fudden, methought there was a
proclamation made by Jupiter , that every mortal fhould bring in bis
griefs and calamities, and throw them together in a heap. There was a
large piain appointed for this purpofe. I took my ftand in the center of
it, and faw with a great deal of pleafure the whole human fpecies march¬
ing one after another , and throwing down their feveral loads, which im-
mediately grew up into a prodigious mountain that feemed to rife above
the clouds.

There was a certain Lady of a thin airy fhape, who was very aftive in
this folemnity. She carried a magnifying glafs in one of her hands, and
was cloathed in a loofe flowing robe, embroidered with feveral figures
of fiends and fpeftres, that difcovered themfelves in a thoufand chime-
rical fhapes, as her garment hovered in the wind . There was fomething
wild and diitraäed in her looks . Her name was FANCT . She led up
every mortal to the appointed place, after having very officioufly aflift-
ed him in making up his pack, and laying it upon his moulders . My
heart melted within me to fee my fellow-creatures groaning under their
refpeftive burthens, and to confider that prodigious bulk of human cala¬
mities which lay before me.

There were however feveral perfons who gave me great diverfion up¬
on this occafion. I obferved one bringing in a fardel very carefully con-
cealed under an old embroidered cloak, which, upon his throwing it in¬
to the heap, I difcovered to be Poverty . Another , after a great deal
of puffing, threw down his luggage ; which upon examining, I found to ■
be his wife.

There were multitudes of Lovers faddled with very whimfical bur¬
thens, compofed of darts and flames; but, what was very odd, though
they lighed as if their hearts would break under thefe bundles of calami¬
ties, they could not perfwade themfelves to call them into the heap,
when they came up to it ; but after a few faint efforts, fliook their heads
and marched away, as heavy loaden as they came. I faw multitudes of
old women throw down their wrinkles, and feveral young ones who frrip-
ped themfelves of a tawny ikin . There were very great heaps of red no-
fes, large lips, and rufty teeth . The truth of it is, I was furprized to fee
the greatelt part of the mountain made up of bodily deformities . Obfer-
■ving one advancing towards the heap with a larger cargo than ordinary

upon
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upon his back, I found upon his near approach, that iE was only a natural
hump which he difpofed of, wirh great joy of heart , among his collefli-
on of human miferies. There were likewife dülempers of all forts, though,
I could not but obferve, that there were many more imaginary than real.
One little packet I could not but take notice of, which was a complica-
tion of all the difeafes incident to human nature , and was in the hand of
a great many fine people : this was called the Spleen. But what moft
of all furprized me, was a remark I made, that there was not a fingle vice
or folly thrown into the «whole heap : at which I was very much afto-
niihed, having concluded within my felf, that every one would take this
opportunity of getting rid of his paffions, prejudices and frailties.

I took notice in particular of a very profligate fellow, who I did not
queftion came loaden with his crimes, but upon fearching into his bündle,
I found that inftead of throwing his guilt frorn him, he had only laid
down his memory. He was followed by another worthlefs Rogue , who
flung away his modefty inftead of his ignorance.

Whenthe whole race of mankind had thuscaft their burdens, the Than-
tome which had been fo bufie on this occafion, leeing me an idle fpeäa-
tor of what pafled, approached towards me, I grew uneafie at her pre-
fence, when of a fudden fhe heldher magnifying glafs füll before my eyes.
I no fooner faw my face in it, but was ftarrled at the ihortnefs of it, which
now appeared to me in its utmolt aggravation. The immoderate breadth
of the features made me very much out of humour with my own coun-
tenance, upon which I threw it from me like a mask. It happened very
luckily, that one who ftood by me had jufl before thrown down his vi-
fage, which, it feems, was too long for him. It was indeed extended to
a moft fliameful length ; I believe the very chin was, modeftly fpeaking,
as long as my whole face. We had both of us an opportunity of rnend-
ing our felves, and, all the contributions being now brought in, every
man was at liberty to exchange his misfortune for thofe of another perfon,
But as there arofe many new incidents in the fequel of my vifion, I ihali
referve them for the fubjeft of my next paper. tf3
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