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Lhe: voka. 1o Mr-auqls 2 R

N° vo.  1burfday, March 18. 1714.

== Mugis illa: placent que pluris emuntur.

Have lately been-very much teized with the thought of Mrs. Ame

Page, and the memory of thofe many cruelties which I fuffered from.

that obdurate fair one. Mrs. Arre was in a particular manner very
fond of Chire ware,. againft which I had unfortunaely declared my aver-
fion. I do not know but this was the firft occafion of her coldnefs to-
wards me, which makes me fick at the very fight of a Chiza difh ever
fince. This is the beft introduction I' can make for my prefent difcourfe,
which may {erve to fill up a gap till  am more at leifure to refume the
thread of my amours.

There are no inclinations in women which more {urprize me than their
prflions for chalk and Chine. The firft of thefe maladies wears out ina
little time ;. but whena woman is vifited with the fecond, it generally takes
pofleflion of her for life. China veflels are play-things for women of all
ages. An old Lady of fourfcore fhall be as bufie in cleaning an Zndian
Mandaring, as her great-grand-daughter is in drefling her baby.

‘The common way of puchafing fuch trifles, if I may believe my female
informers, is by exchanging old fuits.of cloaths for this britile ware, The
potters of Chsna have, it feems, their factors at this diftance, who. retal
out their feveral manufadtures for caft cloaths and fuperanpuated. gar-
ments. I have known an old petticoat metamorphofed into a punch-
bowl, and a pair of breeches into a tea pot. For this reafon my friend
Tradewell in the city calls his great room, that is nobly furnifhed out with
China, his wife’s wardrobe. In yonder corner, fays he, are above twen-
ty {fuits of cloaths, and on that {erutore above a hundred vards of furbe-
lowed filk. You cannot imagine how many night-gowns, ftays and man-

toes,
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toes, went to the raifing of that pyramid. The worft of it is, fays iw,
a fuit of cloaths is not fuffered to laft half its time, that it may be the
more vendible; fo that in reality this is but a more dextrous way of pick-
in gthe husband’s pocket, who is often purchafing a great vafe of China,
when he fancies that he is buying a fine head, or a {ilk gown for his wife.
There is likewile another inconvenience in this female paflion for China,
namely, that it adminifters to them great matter of wrath and forrow.
How much anger and affliction are produced daily in the hearts of'm~
dear country-women, by the breach of this frail furniture. Some of the
pay half their {ervants wages in China fragments, which their calr;_einr:fs
has produced. JIf thou baft a piece of earthen ware, confider, fays Epi-
ffetus, that it is a piece of earthen ware, and very eafy and obnoxious ro
be broken : be nor therefore fo woid of reafon as to be angry or gricved
when this comes to pafs. In order, therefore, to exempt my fair Rea-
ders from fuch additional and fupernumerary calamities of life, 1 would
advife them to forbear dealing in thefe perifhable commodities, till {uch
time as they are philefophers enough to keep their temper at the fall of
a tea-pot or a China cup. I fhall further recommend to their ferious con-
fideration thefe three particulars: Firft, 'T'hat all Chinz ware is of a weak
and tranfitory nature. Secondly, that the fafhion of it is changeable: and
Thirdly, that it is of no ufe. And firlt of the firlt: the fragility of Chz-
na1s {uch as a reafonable Being ought by no means to fet its heart upon,
though at the fame time [ am afraid I may complain with Sewecz on the
like occalion, that this very confideration recommends them to ourchoice;
our luxury being grown fo wanton, that this kind of treafure becomes the
more valuable, th-:. more eafily we may be deprived of it, and that it re-
ceives a price from its brittlenefs. There is'a kind of oftentation in
wealth, which fets the poffefiors of it upon diitinguifhing themfelves in
thofe things where it is hard for the poor to follow them. For this rea-
fon I have often wondered that our Ladies have not taken pleafure in egg-
thells; efpecially in thofe which are curioufly ftained and ftreaked, and
which are {o very tender, that they require the niceft hand to hold with-
out breaking them. But as if the brittlenefs of this ware were not fuf-
ficient to make it coflly, the very fathion of it is changeable, which brings
me to my fecond particular.

It may chance that a piece of China may furvive all thofe accidents to

which it is by nature liable, and laft for fome years, if ughﬂv fituated
and taken care of. To remedy, therefore, this inconvenience, it is {o or-
dered that the fhape of it fhall grow unfathionable, which makes new fupplics
Oo2 always
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always neceflary, and furnifhes employment for life to women of great
and generous Souls, who cannot live out of the mode. I my felf remem-
ber when there were few China veflels to be feen that held more than a
dith of Coffee; but their fize is fo gradually enlarged, that there are ma-
ny at prefent, which are capable of holding half a hogfhead. The fafhi-
on of the tea-cup is alfo greatly altered, and has run through a wonder-
ful variety of colour, thape and fize.

But, in the laft place, China ware is of no ufe. Who would not laugh
to fee a fmith’s fhop furnithed with anvils and hammers of China? the
furniture of a Ladies favourite room is altogether as abfurd: you fee Jars
of a prodigious capacity that are to hold nothing. I have feen horfes
and herds of cattel in this fine fort of Porfelain, not to mention the fe-
veral Chinefé Ladies who, perhaps, are naturally enough reprefented in:
thefe frail materials. '

Did our women take delight in heaping up piles of earthiern platters,
brown juggs, and the like ufeful produéts of our Britifb potteries, there
would be fome fenfe init. They might be ranged in as fine figures, and
difpofed of in as beautiful pieces of Architecture; but there is an obje-
&ion to thefe which cannot be overcome, namely, that they would be of
fome ufe, and might be taken down on all occafions to be employed in
fervices of the family, befides that they are intolerably cheap; and moft
fhamefully durable ahd lafting.

N° 39.  Tuefday, May 25.

Nec verbum wverbo curabis veddere fidus
Interpres

Hor:

INCE I have given public notice of my abode, I have had'many vi-
S fits from unfortunate fellow-fufferers who have been croffed in love
as well as my felf.

Will. Wormuwood, who is related to me by my mother’s fide, is one of
thofe who often repair to me for my advice. #i/l. is afellow of good
fenfe, but pucs it to little other ufe than to torment himfelf, Heis a

man
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man of fo refined an underftanding, that he can fet a conftruétion upon
every thing to hisown difadvantage, and turn even a civility intoan affront.
He groans under imaginary injuries, finds himfelf abufed by his friends;
.nd fancies the whole world in a kind of combination againft him. In
fhott, poor /¥ ormweod is devoured with the fpleen: you may be fure a
man of this humour makes a very whimfical lover. Be that as it will, he
is now over head and ears in that paflion, and by a' very curious inter-
pretation of his Miftrefs’s behaviour, hasin lefs than three months redu-
ced himfelf to a perfec skeleton. As her fortune is inferior to his, fhe
gives him all the encouragement another man could wifh, but has the
mortification to find that her lover ftill fowers upon her hands. /73l
is diffatisfied with her; whether fhe {miles or frowns upon him; and al-
ways thinks her too referved, or too coming. A kind word, that would
make another lover’s heart dance for joy, pangs poor /7ill. and makes
him lie awake all'night—— As ['was going on with J#ill. Wormwood'sa-
mour, I received a prefent from my Bookfeller, which I found to be The
Charaéters of Theophraftus, tranflated from the Greek into Englifb by
Mr. Budgell.

It was with me, as I believe it will be with all who look into this tran+
flation; when I'had begun to perufe it, Fcould not lay it by, until I had
gone through the whole book ; and was agreeably furprifed to meet with
a chapter in it, entitled, 4 dif¢ontented temper, Which gives a livelier pi-
&ture of my coufin A ormwood, than that which I was drawing for him.
my felf. It is as follows,

C H A P. XVII. A Difcontented Temper.

« A difcontented temper, is & frame of mind which [ets a man upon:
« complaining without reafon. When one of his neighbours who makes
« an entertainment, fends a fervant to him with a plate of any thing that
% is nice, W hat, fays he, your Mafler did not think me good enough to
« dine with bim? He complains of his Miftrefs at the very time fhe is
« careffing him; and when fhe redoubles her kifles and' endearments, [’
“ aifp, fays he, @il this came from your beart. Inadry {eafon he grum-
« bles for want of rain, and when a fhower falls, mutters-to himfelf, Wby
« could not this have come fooner? If he happens to find a purfe of mony,
« Had it been a pot of gold, fays he, it would bave been worth flooping
“ for. He takes a great deal of pains to beat down the price of a
«'a flave; and after he has paid his mony for him, £ e fare, fays he, Thou

% art good for nothing, or I [bould not bave had- thee (6. cheap, When 2
mellen-




“ meflenger comes with great joy to acquaint-him that his wife is brought
“ to bed of afon, he anfwers, That is as much as to fay, Lriend, I am
« poorer by half to day than I was yeflerday. Though he has gaineg 3
“ caufe with full cofts-and damages, he complains that his Council did
¢ not infift upon the molt ‘material poiats, If after any misfortune has
“ befallen him, hisfriends raife a voluntary contribution for him, and de.
<« fire him to be'merry, How is thar poffible, fays he, when I am to 2ay
“ every one of you his money again, and be obliged to you inyo the bay.
G g@f??.? . .

The inftances of a difcontented temper which Zhegphraflus has here
made ufeof; like thofe which hefingles out to illuftrate therefl of his cha-
ratters,are chofen with the greateft nicety, and full of humour. His ftrokes
are always fine and exquifite;;and though they are not fometimes . violent
enough to affect the imagination of a coarfe Reader, cannot but give the
higheft pleafure to every man of a refined tafte, who has a thorough in-
fight into human nature.

As for the tranflation, I have never feen any of a profe Author which
has pleafed me more. The Gentleman who has obliged the public: with
ity has followed ' the rule 'which Horace has laid down for tranflators, by
preferving every where the life and fpirit of his Author, without fervile.
ly copying after him word for word. This is what the French, who have
moft diftinguithed themfelves by performances of this nature, fo often
inculcate when they advife a tranflator to find out fuch: particular elegan-
cies in his own tongue as bear fome analogy to thofe he fees in the ori-
ginal, and to exprefs himfelf by fuch phrafes as his Author would proba-
bly have made ufe of, had he written in the language into which he is
tranflated. By this means, as well as by throwing ina lucky word, or
a fhort circumitance, the meantng of Thegpbrafius is all along explained,
and the humour very often carried toa greater height. A tranflator, who
does not thus confider the different genius of -the two languages in which
he 15 concerned, with fuch parallel turns of thoughts and expreflion as
correfpond with one another in both of ‘them, may value him{elf upon
being a faithful interpreter; but il works of wit and humour- will riever
do jultice to his Authory or erédit to himfelf, !

As this is every where a judicious and a reafonable liberty, I fee no chap-
ter in Theophrafins where it has been) fo much indulged, and in which it
was {o abfolutely neceflary, as in the chara&ter of the Slhwes. I find the
tranflator himfelf, though he has taken pains to qualifie it, is kil appre-

henfive
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henfive that there may be fomething too grofs in the defcription. The
Reader will fee' with how much De/icacy he has touched upon every par-
ticular, and caft into‘fhades every thing that was fhocking in {o naufeous

a figure.
CHAP XIX. 4 8LOVEN

« Slovenlinefs is fuch a neglect of a man’s perfon, as makes him offen-
« ffve to other people. 'I'he {loven comes into company with a dirty pair
¢ of hands, and a fet of long nails at the end of them, and tells you for
« an excufe, that his father and grandfather ufed to do fo before him.
« However, that he may out-go his fore-fathers, his fingers are covered
« with warts of his own raifing. Heis as hairy as a goat, and takes care
10 let you fee it. His teeth and breath are perfettly well fuited to one
« another. He lays about him at table after a very extraordinary man-
« per, and takesin a meal at a mouthful; which he feldom' difpofes of
« without offending the company. In drinking he generally makes more
« hafte than good fpeed. When he goes into the bath, you may ealily
« find him out by the fcent of his oyl, and diflinguith him when he is
« drefled by the fpots in his coat.  He does not {tand ‘upon decency in
« converf{ation, but will talk fmut, though a prieft and his mother be in
«the room. He commits a blunder in the moft folemn offices of devo-
« tion, and afterwards falls a laughing at it. At a confort of mufick he
«breaks in upon the performance, hums over the tune to himfelf, or if
« he thinks it long, asks the Muficians Whether they will never bave
« done 2 He always fpits at random, and if he is at an entertainment, it
% is-ten to onebut it is upon the {ervant who ftands behind him.

The foregoing tranflation brings to my remembrance that excellent ob-
fervation of my Lord Rofeommon’s,
None yet have been with Admiration read,
Bur who (befide their Learning) were well-bred.
_ Lord Rofcommon’s Effay en traxflated verfe.
If after this the Reader can endure the filthy reprefentation of the
fame figure expofed in its worlt light, he may fee how itlooks in the for-
mer Englifb verfion, which was publifhed fome years fince, and. is done
from the French of Bruyere.

Naftinefs or Slovenlinefs.:
« Slovenlinefs is a lazy and beaflly negligence of a man’s own perfon,

“ whereby he becomes {o {ordid, as to be offenfive to thofe about him.
“ You
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« You will fee him come into company when he is covered all over wih
“ aleprofy and feurf, and with very long nails,and fays, thofe diftempers
« were hereditary, that his father and grandfather had them before him,
He has ulcers in his thighs, and boils upon his hands, which he takes
no care to have cured, but lets them run on till they are gone beyond
remedy. His arm-pits are all hairy, and moft part of his body like a
« wild beaft. His teeth are black and rotten, which makes his breath
<« {tink fo that you cannet endure him to come nigh you; he will alf
« {nuff up his nofe and fpit it out as he eats, and ufes to fpeak with hi
“ mouth crammed full, and lets his viGtuals come out at both corners. He
<« belches in the cup as he is drinking, and ufes nafty ftinking oyl in the
« bath. He will intrude into the belt company in fordid ragged cloaths,
<« If he goes with his mother to the fouthfayers, he cannot then reftain
« from wicked and prophane expreflions. When he is making his obla.
“ tions at the temple, he will let the difh drop out of his hand, and fil
“ a laughing, as if he had done fome brave exploit. At the fineft con.
« fort of mufick he cannot forbear clapping his hands, and making a rude
« noife; will pretend to fing along with them, and fall a railing at them
¢ to leave off. Sitting at table, he fpits full upon the fervants who wait-
« gd there.

[ 14

(4

(19

I cannot clofe this paper without obferving, That if Gentlemen of lei-
fure and genius would take the fame pains upon fome other Greeé or Rs-
man Author, that has been beftowed upon this, we fhould no longer be
abufed by our Bookfellers, who fet their hackney-writers at work for fo
much a fheet. The world would foon be convinced, rhat there is a great
deal of difference between putting an Author into Englifb, and Tranfla-
2ing him.

T HE
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