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Negsi The SPECTATOR :

at WWillsy and as 1 frequently receive letters from the fine Ladies and
pretty Fellows, 1 cannot but obferve that the former are fuperior to the
others not only in the fenfe but in the fpelling. This cannot but have a
good effett upon the female world, and keep them from being charmed
by thofe empty coxcombs that have hitherto been admired among the
women, though laughed at among the men.

I am credibly informed that Tom Tattle pafles for an impertinent fel-
low, that #ill. Trippit begins to be {moaked, and that Frank Smoothly
himfelf is within a month of a coxcomb, in cafe I think fit to continue
this paper. For my part, asit is my bufinefs in fome meafure to deteét
fuch as would lead aftray weak minds by their fallfe pretences to wit and
judgment, humour and gallantry, I fhall not fail to lend the beft lights I
am able to the fair {ex for the continuation of thefe difcoveries.

N° 93. Saturday, Fune 16.

------- Spatio brevs
Spe mlougam refeces: dum loquimur, fugerit invida
Aitas: carpe diem, quam minismum credula pofiero.  Hor.

E all of us complain of the fhortnefs of time, faith Sexeca, and
yet have much more than we know what to do with. OQur
lives, fays he, are fpent either in doing nothing at all, or in do-

ing nothing to the purpofe, or in doing nothing that we ought to do:
we are always complaining our days are few, and acting as though there
would be no end of them. That noble Philofopher has defcribed our
inconfiftency with our felves in this particular, by all thofe various turns
of expreflion and thought which are peculiar to his writings.

1 often confider mankind as wholly inconfiftent with it felf in a point
that bears fome affinity to the former. Though we feem grieved at the
fhortnefs of life in general, we are wifhing every period of it at an end.
The minor longs to be at age, then to be a man of bufinefs, then to make
up an eftate, then to arrive at honours, then to retire. Thus although
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10 The SPECTATOR N° 93.

the whole life is allowed by every one to be fhort, the feveral divifions
of it appear long and tedious. We are for lengthening our fpan in gene-
ral, but would fain contra& the parts of which it 1s compofed. The
Ufurer would be very well fatisfied to have all the time annihilated that
lies between the prefent moment and next quarter-day. The Politician
would be contented to lofe three years in his life, could he place things
in the pofture which he fancies they will {tand in after fuch a revolution
of time. The Lover would be glad to flrike out of his exiftence all
the moments that are to pafs away before the happy meeting. Thus, as
faft as our time runs, we fhould be very glad in moft parts of our lives
that it ran much fafter than it does. Several hours-of the day hang up-
on our hands, nay we wifth away whole years; and travel through time
as through a country filled with many wild and empty waites, which we
would fain hurry over, that we may arrive at thofe feveral little fectle-
ments or imaginary points of reft which are difperfed up and down
in it.

If we divide the life of moft men into twenty parts, we fhall find that
at leaft nineteen of them are meer gaps and chafms, which are neither
filled with pleafure nor bufinefs. I do, not however include in this cal-
culation the life of thofe men who are in a perpetual hurry of affairs, but
of thofe only who are not always engaged in fcenes of aétion; and 1
hope I fhall not do an unacceptable piece of fervice to thefe perfons, if T
point out to them certain methods for the filling up their empry fpaces of
life. The methods I fhall propofe to'tlieh are asfollow.

The firft is theexercife of Virtue, in the moit general acceptation of
the word. 'That particular {cheme which comprehends the Social Vir-
tues, may give employment to thé mofl induftrious temper, and find a
man in bufinefs more than the moft aétive ftation of life. To advife
the ignorant, relieve the needy, comfort the afflicted, are duties that fall
in our way almoft every day in our lives. A man has frequent oppertu-
nities of mitigating the fiercenefs of a party; of doing juftice to the
chara@er of a deferving man; of foftning the envious, quieting the
angry, and reifying the prejudiced; which are all of them employ-
ments fuited to a reafonable nature, and bring great fatisfaétion to the
perfon who can bufy himfelf in'them with difcretion.

There is another kind of Virtue that may find employment for thofe
retired hours in ‘which we are altogether left to our felves, and deflitute
of company and converfation ; 1 mean that mtercourfe and communica-
tion which every reafonable creature ought to maintain with the great
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Author of his being.  The man who lives under an habitual {enfe of the
divine prefence, keeps up 2 perpetual chearfulnefs of temper, and enjoys
every moment the fatisfattion of thinking himfelf in company with his
dearelt and beft of friends. ‘The time never lies heavy upon him: It is
impoffible for him to be alone. His thoughts and paflions are the moft
bufied at fuch hours, when thofe of other men are the moft unadtive:
he no fooner fleps out of the world but his heart burns with devotion,
fwells with hope, and triumphs in the confcioufnefs of that prefence
which every where furrounds him; or, on the contrary, pours
out its fears, its forrows, its apprehenfions, to the great fupporter of its
exiftence.

I have here only confidered the neceflity of 2 man’s being virtuous, that
he may have fomething to do; but if we confider further, that the ex-
ercife of Virtue is not only an amufement for the time it lafts, but that
its influence extends to thofe parts of our exiftence which lie beyond
the grave, and that our whole Frernity is to take its colour from thofe
hours which we here employ in Virtue or in Vice, the argument re-
doubles upon us for putting in practice this method of pafling away our
time.

When a man has but alittle ftock to improve, and has opportunities
of turning it all to good account, what fhall we think of him if he fuf-
fers nineteen parts of it to lie dead, and perhaps employs even the twen-
tieth to his ruine or difadvantage? But becaufe the mind cannot be al-
ways in its fervours, nor firained upito a pitch of virtue, it 1§ neceflary
to find out proper employments for it in its relaxations.

The next method therefore that I would propofe to fill up our time;
fhould be ufeful and innocent diverfions. 1muit confefs 1 think it is be-
low reafonable creatures to be altogether converfant in fuch diverfions
as are merely innocent, and have nothing elfe to recommend them, but that
there is no hurt in them. Whether any kind of gaming has even thus
much to fay for it felf, I fhall not determine; but I think it is very won-
derful to fee perfons of the befk fenfe pafling away a dozen hours toge-
ther in fhuffling and dividing a pack of Cards, with no other converfa-
tion but what is made up of a few game phrafes, and no other Ideas but
thofe of black or red fpots ranged together in different figures. Would
not a man laugh to hear any one of this {pecies complaining that life is
thort?

The Szage might be made a perpetual fource of the moft noble and

ufeful entertainments, were it under proper regulations,
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But the mind never unbends it felf fo agreeably asin the converfation
of a well-chofen friend. There is indeed no blefling of life that is any
way comparable to the enjoyment of a difcreet and virtuous friend., It
eafes and unloads the mind, clears and improves the underftanding, en-
genders thoughts and knowledge, animates virtue and good refolutions,
fooths and allays the paflions, and finds employment for moft of the va-
cant hours of life.

Next to fuch an intimacy with a particular perfon,-one would endea-
vour after a more general converfation with fuch as are able to entertain
and improve thofe with whom they converfe, which are qualifications
that feldom go afunder.

"There are many other ufeful amufements of life, which one would en-
deavour to multiply, that one might on all occafions have recourfe to
fomething, rather than fuffer the mind to lie idle, or run adrift with any
paflion that chances to rife in it.

A man that has a tafte of mufick, painting, or archite@ure, is like one
that has another fenfe, when compared with fuch as have no relifh of
thofe arts. The florift, the planter, the gardiner, the husbandman, when
they are only as accomplifhments to the man of fortune, are great
reliefs to a country life, and many ways ufeful to thofe who are pofleffed
of them.

Bur of all the diverfions of life, there is none fo proper to fill up its
empty fpaces as the reading of ufeful and entertaining Authors. . But this
I fhall only touch upon, becaufe it in fome meafure interferes with the
third method, which I fhall propofe in another paper for the employ-
ment of our dead unaétive hours, and which I fhall only mention in ge-
neralto be, the purfuit of knowledge.

Monday,
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