UNIVERSITATS-
BIBLIOTHEK
PADERBORN

®

Universitatsbibliothek Paderborn

The Works Of The Right Honourable Joseph Addison, Esq.

In Four Volumes

Addison, Joseph
London, 1721

N° 99. Saturday, June 23.

urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53621

Visual \\Llibrary


https://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:hbz:466:1-53621

N° 99. The SPECTATO R. 19

Neog.  Saturday, Fune23.

_,.__.._-7?;;»-103 Sfecernis Honeflum. Hor.

HFE, Club, of which I have often declared my felf a member,

were laft night engaged in a difeourfe upon that which paffes for

the chief point of honour among men and women ; and ftarted
a great many hints upon the fubje&, which I thought were entirely new.
I fhall therefore methodize the {everal reflettions thar arofe upen this oe-
cafion, and prefent my Reader with them for the Speculation of this
day; after having premifed, that if there is any thing in this paper which
feemns to differ with any paflage of laft Thur/day's, the Reader will con-
{ider this as the fentiments of the Club, and the other as my own private
thoughts, or rather thofe of Pharamond.

The great point of honour in-men is Gourage, and in women Chafti-
ty. If a manlofes his honout in one rencounter; it is not impoffible for
him to regain it in another; a {lip in'aweman’s honour is irrecoverable.
[ can give no reafon for fixing the point of honour to thefe two quali-
ties, unlefs it be that each fex fets the greateflt value on the qualification
which renders them the moft amiable in the eyes of the contrary fex.
Had men chofen for themfelves, without regard to the opinions of the
fair fex, I fhould believe the choice would have fallen on. wifdom or vir-
‘tue; or had women determined their own point of honour, it is probable
that wit or good-nature: would have carried it againft Chaftity.

Nothing recommends a man more to the female fex than Courage;
whether it be that they are pleaféd to fee ene who is a terror to others
fall like a {lave at their feet; or that this quality fupplies their own prin-
cipal defect, in guarding them from infults, and avenging their quarrels,
or that Courage is a natural indication of a ftrong and {prightly conflituti-
on. On the other fide, nothing makes a woman more efteemed by the
Qpp[}ﬁ{e {fex than (j]mﬂii}"; whether it be that we :1]\".".1}-‘5‘ prize -Lr'i'._ﬂ-L‘
moit who are hardelt to come at, or that nothing befides Chaflity, with
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its collateral attendants, truth, fidelity, and conftancy, gives the man a
property in the perfon he loves, and confequently endears her to him a-
bove all things.

Iam very much pleafed with a paffage in the infcription on a monu-
ment erefed in /W eftminfler Abby to the late Duke and Dutchefs of
Newcaftle: « Her name was Margaret Lucas, youngelt fifter to the
« Lord Lucas of Colchefler; a mnoble family, for ail the brothers were
« waliant, and all the [iffers virtuous.

In books of chivalry, where the point of honour is ftrained to madnefs,
the whole ftory runs on Chaftity and Courage. The damfel is mounted
on a white palfry, as an emblem of her innocence; and, to avoid {can-
dal, muft have a dwarf for her page. She is not to think of a man, till
fome misfortune has brought a Knight-errant to her relief. The Knight
falls in love, and did not gratitude reftrain her from murdering her deli-
verer, would die at her feet by her difdain. However, he muit wafte
many years in the defart, before her Virgin-heart can think of a furren-
der. The Knight goes off, attacks every thing he meets that is bigger
and ftronger than himfelf, feeks all opportunities of being knocked on
the head, and after feven years rambling returns to his miftrefs, whofe
Challity has been attacked in the mean time by giants and tyrants, and
undergone as many tryals as her lover’s valour.

In Spain, where there are flill great remains of this romantick humour,
it is a tranfporting favour for a lady to caft an accidental glance on her
lover from a window, though it be two or three ftories high; asit is u-
fual for a lover to aflert his paflion for his miftrefs, in fingle combat with
a mad bull.

The great violation of the point of honour from man to man, is giving
the lie. Cne may tell another he whores, drinks, blafphemes, and it
may pafs unrefented ; but to fay he lies, though but in jeft, is an affront
that nothing but blood ean expiate. The reafon perhaps may be, becaufe
no other vice implies a want of courage fo much as the making of a lie ;
and therefore telling a man he lies, is touching him in the moft fenfible
part of honour, and indireétly calling him a coward. I cannot omit un-
der this head what Elerodotus tells us of the ancient Perfans, that from
the age of five years to twenty they inftruct their fons only in three
things, to manage the horfe, to make ufe of the bow, and to {peak
truth.

The placing the point of henour in this falfe kind of courage, has gi-
ven ogeafion tothe very refufe of mankind, whohave neither virtue nor
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common fenfe, to fet up for men of honour. An Euglifb Peer, who
has not been long dead, ufed totell a pleafant {tory of a French Gentle-
man that vifited him early one morning at Parzs, and after great profef-
fions of refpeét, let him know that he had it in his power to oblige him;
which in fhort, amounted to this, that he believed he could tell his L.ord-
fhip the perfon’s name who juitled him as he came out from the Opera;
but before he would proceed, he begged his Lordfhip that he would not-
deny him the honour of making him his fecond. The Englifh Lord, to
avoid being drawn into a very foolifh affair, told ]11'11} that he was under
engagements for his two next Duf:_ls to a Iccmp!c of particular friends.
Upon which the Gentleman immediately withdrew, hoping his Lordfhip
would not rake it ill if he meddled no farther in an affair from whence he
himfelf was to receive no advantage.

The beating down this falfe notion of honour, in fo vain and lively a
people as thofe of France, is defervedly looked upon as one of the moft
glorious parts of their prefent King’s reign. Itis pity but the punifhment
of thefe mifchievous notions thould have in it fome particular circum-
ftances of fhame and infamy ;- that thofe who are {laves to them may fee,
that inftead of advancing their-reputations, they lead' them to ignominy
and dithonour.

Death is not fufficient to deter men, who make it their glory to defpife
it; but if every ene that fought a Duel were to {tand in the pillory, it
would quickly leflen” the “number of thefe imaginary men of honour;
and put an end to fo abfurd a pradtice.

W hen honour is a fupport to virtuous principles, and runs parallel with
the Laws of God and our country, it cannot be too much cherithed and
encouraged : but when the diftates of honour are contrary to thofe of
religion and equity, they are the greateft depravations of humane nature;
by giving wrong ambitions and falfe ideas of what is good and laudable ;
and fhould therefore be exploded by all Governments, and driven out as
the bane and plague of human fociety.

Tuefday,
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