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N° 108.  Wednefday, Fuly 4

Gratis anhelans, multa agendo nibil agens. Phad.

. § T was yefterday morning walking with Sit RocEr before his

A houfe, a country-fellow brought him a huge fith, which he told

him, Mr. #illiam Wimble had caught that very morning; and

that he prefented it, with his fervice to him, and intended to come and

dine with him. At the fame time he delivered a Leetter, which my friend
read to me as foon as the meflenger left him.

§ir ROGER,

(7" IDeﬁre you to accept of a Jack, which is the beft I have caught

« this feafon. Iintend to come and flay with you a week, and
% {ee how the Perch bite in the Black river. 1 obferved with fome con-
« cern, the laft time I faw you upon the Bowling-green, that your whip
« wanted a lafh to it: I will bring half a dozen with me that I twifted
« laft week, which I hope will ferve you all the time you are in the
« country. L haye not been outof the faddle for fix days laft paft, having
« heen at Eator with Sir Foba's eldeft fon. He takes to his learning
« hugely. Iam,

SIR, Tour humble Servant, Will. Wimble.

This extraordinary letter, and meflage that accompanied if, made
me very curious to know the charatter and quality of the Gentleman
who fent them; which I found to be as follows. 7#72/.. ¥ imble is young-
er brother to a Baronet, and defcended of the ancient family of the
7 imbles. He is now between forty and fifty ; but being bred to no bu-
Ginefs and born to no eftate, he generally lives with his elder brother as
{fuperintendent of his game, He hunts a pack of Dogs better than any
man in the country,and is very famous for finding out a Hare. He is
extremely well verfed in all the little handicrafts of an idle man: he
makes a May-fly to a miracle; and furnifhes the whole country with An-
gle-rods, As he is a good-natured officious fellow, and very much eftee-

med
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med upon account of his family, he is a welcome gueft at every houlfe,
and keeps up a good correfpondence among all the Gentlemen about
him. He carries a Tulip-root in his pocket from one to another, or
exchanges a puppy between a couple of friends that live perhaps in the
oppofite fides of the county. J#3// is a particular favourite of all the
young Heirs, whom he frequently obliges with a Net that he has weaved,
or a Setting-dog that he has mede himfelf: he now and then prefents a
pair of garters of his own knitting to their mothers or fifters; and
raifes a great deal of mirth among them, by enquiring as often as he
smeets them bow they wear 2 thefe Gentleman-like manufactures and ob-
liging little humours, make #/2// the darling of the country. :

Sir R oceEr was proceeding in the charatter of him, when he faw him
make up to us with two or three hazle-twigs in his hand that he had cut
in Sir RocEer’s woods, as he came through them, in his way to the
houfe. I was very much pleafed to obferve on one fide the hearty and
fincere welcome with which SirReocer received him, and on the other
the fecret joy which his gueft difcovered at fight of the good old Knight.
After the firlt falutes were over, i/l defired Sir Roger to lend him
one of his fervants to carry a fet of fhuttle-cocks he had with him in a
little box to a Lady that lived about a mile off; to whom it feems he
had promifed fuch a prefent for above this half year. Sir Rocer’s back
was no fooner turned, but honeft #7:// began to tell me of a large cock-
pheafant that he had fprung in one of the neighbouring woods, with two
or three other adventures of the fame nature. Odd and uncommon cha-
racters are the game that Ilook for, and moft delight in; for which rea-
fon I was as much pleafed with the novelty of the perfon that talked to
me, as he could be for his life with the {pringing of a pheafant, and
cherefore liftned to him with more than ordinary attention.

In the midft of his difcourfe the bell rung to dinner, where the Gen-
tleman I have been fpeaking of had the pleafure of feeing the huge jack,
he had caught, ferved up for the firft difh in a moft fumptuous manner.
Upon our fitting down to it he gave us a long account how he had hook-
ed it, played with it, foiled it; and at Jength drew it out upon the bank,
with feveral other particulars that lafted all the firft courfe. A difh of
wild-fowl that came afterwards furnifhed converfation for the reft of the
dinner, which concluded with a late invention of /#7://'s for improving
the quail-pipe.

Upon withdrawing into my room after dinner, I was fecretly touched

with compaflion towards the honeft Gentleman that had dined with us:
E 2 and
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and could not but confider with a great deal of concern, how fo'good an
heart and fuch bufie hands were wholly employed in trifles; that fo much
humanity fhould be {o little: beneficial to others, :md_ folmuch induihl‘y {o
little -.1:.1\‘-'-.111'-.:@;‘0113 to himfelf. 'The fame temper of mmld and applicati-
on to affairs might have recommended him to the publick efteem, and
have raifed his fortune in another ftation of life, “What goed to his
country or himfelf might not a trader or merchant have done with fuch
ufeful though ordinary qualifications?

Will Wimble's is the cafe of many a younger brother of a great family,
who had rather fee their children ftarve like Gentlemen, than thrive in
a trade or profeflion that is beneath their quality. This humour fills fe-
veral jparts of Ewrope with pride and beggary. It is the happinefs of a
trading nation, like ours, that the younger fons, though uncapable of any
liberal art or profeflion, may be placed in fuch a way of life, as may per-
haps enable them'to vie with the beit of their family : accordingly we find
feveral citizens that werelaunched into the world with narrow fortunes,
rifing by-an honeft induftry to greater eftates than' thofe of their elder
brothers. It is not improbable but /#7:// was formerly ttied at divinity,
law, or phyfick ; and that finding his genius did not lie that way, his pa-
rents gave him up at length to his own inventions. But certainly, how-
ever improper he might have been for ftudies of a higher nature, he was
perfe@ly well turned for the occupations of trade and commerce. As I
think this is a point which cannet be too much inculcated, I dhall‘defire
my Reader to compare what I have here written with' what I have fid
in my twenty firft Speculation.

N° 110" " Friday,  Suly 6.

Horvor ubigue antmos, fimml ipfa filentia terrent. Virg.

-——s

T a little diftance from Sir RocEr’s houfe, among the ruins of
anold Abby, there /is a long walk of aged elms; which are fhot
up fo very high, that when one pafles under them, the rooks and

exows that reft upon the tops of them feem to be cawing in another re-
gion.
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