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26 Th SPECTATOR N8

and could not but confider with a great deal of concern, how fo'good an
heart and fuch bufie hands were wholly employed in trifles; that fo much
humanity fhould be {o little: beneficial to others, :md_ folmuch induihl‘y {o
little -.1:.1\‘-'-.111'-.:@;‘0113 to himfelf. 'The fame temper of mmld and applicati-
on to affairs might have recommended him to the publick efteem, and
have raifed his fortune in another ftation of life, “What goed to his
country or himfelf might not a trader or merchant have done with fuch
ufeful though ordinary qualifications?

Will Wimble's is the cafe of many a younger brother of a great family,
who had rather fee their children ftarve like Gentlemen, than thrive in
a trade or profeflion that is beneath their quality. This humour fills fe-
veral jparts of Ewrope with pride and beggary. It is the happinefs of a
trading nation, like ours, that the younger fons, though uncapable of any
liberal art or profeflion, may be placed in fuch a way of life, as may per-
haps enable them'to vie with the beit of their family : accordingly we find
feveral citizens that werelaunched into the world with narrow fortunes,
rifing by-an honeft induftry to greater eftates than' thofe of their elder
brothers. It is not improbable but /#7:// was formerly ttied at divinity,
law, or phyfick ; and that finding his genius did not lie that way, his pa-
rents gave him up at length to his own inventions. But certainly, how-
ever improper he might have been for ftudies of a higher nature, he was
perfe@ly well turned for the occupations of trade and commerce. As I
think this is a point which cannet be too much inculcated, I dhall‘defire
my Reader to compare what I have here written with' what I have fid
in my twenty firft Speculation.

N° 110" " Friday,  Suly 6.

Horvor ubigue antmos, fimml ipfa filentia terrent. Virg.

-——s

T a little diftance from Sir RocEr’s houfe, among the ruins of
anold Abby, there /is a long walk of aged elms; which are fhot
up fo very high, that when one pafles under them, the rooks and

exows that reft upon the tops of them feem to be cawing in another re-
gion.
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" Tam very much delighted with this fort of noife, which I confi-

gion. : L
al prayer to that Being who fupplies the wants of

der as a kind of natur

his whole creation, and who, in the beautiful language of the Pfalms,
feedeth the young ravens that call upon him: T like this retirement the
better, becaufe of an ill report it lyes under of being hawnred; for which
reafon (as I have been told in the family) no living creature ever walks
in it belides the Chaplain. My good friend theButler defired me with'a
very grave face not to venturc my felf in it after fun-fet, for that one of
the footmen had been almoft frighted out‘of his wits by a fpirit that ap-
peared to him In the fhape of a black horle without an head 3 to which
headded, thatabout a month ago one of the maids coming home late
that way with a-pail of milk upon her head, heard fuch -a ruitling among

the ‘bufhes that fhe let it fall.

[ was taking a walk in this place laft night between the hours of nine
and ten, and could not but fancy it one of the moft proper fcenes in the
world for a ghoft to appear in. The ruines of the abby are fcattered up
and down on every fide; and half covered with vy and elder bufhes, the
harbours of feveral folitary birds which feldom- make their appearance till
the dusk of the evening.. The ‘placé was formerly a church-yard, and
has {till feveral marks in it of graves and burying-places. There is fuch
an Echo among the old ruines and vaults, that if 'you ftamp but a little
louder than ordinary, you hear the found repeated. - At the fame time the
walk of elms, with the croaking of the ravens which from time to time
are heard from the tops of them, looks exceéding folemn and venerable.
Thefe objeéts naturally raife ferioufnefs and attention:  and when night
heightens the awfulnefs of the place, and pours out her fupernumerary
horrors upon every thing in it, 1 do not at all wonder that weak minds
fill it with fpeétres and apparitions.

My, Locke, in his chapter of the affocidtion of ideas, has very curious
remarks to fhew how by the prejudice of education one idea often intro-
duces into the mind a whole fet that bear no refemblance to one another
in the nature of things, Among feveral examples of this kind, he pro-
duces the following inftance. ” The ideas of goblins and Jfprights have
really o more to do with darknefs than light : yet let but a foolift-maid
inculcate thefe often on the wmind of a child, and vaife them there toge-
ther, poffibly he ball never be able to feparate them again [0 long as be
livess but darknefs [ball ever afterward bring w ith it thofe frightful
z';e’r_--,:z.c-, ,fwd they fball be fo joined, that be can no more bear the one than
toe erioer,
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As | was walking in this folitude, where the.dusk of the evening eon-
fpired with fo many other occafions of terrour, L obferved a cow graz-
ing not far from me, which an imagination that is apt to flartle might
ealily have conftrued into a black horfe without an head : and I dare
fay the poor footman loft his wits upon fome fuch trivial occafion.

My friend Sir Rocer hasoften told me with a great deal of mirth,
that ar his firft coming to his eftate, he found three parts of his houfe al-
together ufelefs; that the beft room in it had the reputation of being
haunted, and by that means was locked up; that noifes had been heard
in his long gallery, {o that he could not get a fervant to enter it after
eight-a-clock at night; that the door of one of his chambers was nailed
up, becaufe there went a ftory in the family, that a Butler had formerly
hanged himfelf init; and that his mother, who lived to a greatage, had
fhut up half the rooms in the houfe, in which either a husband, a fon, or
daughter had died. The Knight feeing his habitation reduced to fo fmall
a compafs, and himfelf in a manner fhut out of his own heufe, upon
the death of his mother ordered all the apartments to be flung open, and
exorcifed by his Chaplain, who lay in every room one after another, and
by that means diffipated the fears which had fo long reigned in the fa-
mily.

1 thould not have been thus particular upon thefe ridiculous horrours,
did not I find them fo very much prevail in all parts of the country. At
the fame time I think a perfon who is thus terrified with the imagination
of Ghofts and Speétres much more reafonable, than one who contrary 1o
the reports of all Hiftorians facred and prophane, ancient and modern,
and to the traditions of all nations, thinks the appearance of Spirits fa-
bulous and groundlefs. Could not I give my felf up to this general tefti-
mony of mankind, I fhould to the relations of particular perfons who
are now living, and whom I cannot diftruft in other matters of fact. 1
might here add, that not only the Hiftorians, to whom we may join the
Poets, but likewife the Philofophers of antiquity have favoured this opi-
pion. Lucretins himfelf, though by the courfe of his Philofophy he
was obliged to maintain that the foul did not exift feparate from the bo-
dy, makes no doubt of the reality of apparitions, and that men have oft-
en appeared after their death. This I think very remarkable; he was
{o prefled with the matter of faét which he could not have the cenfi-
dence to deny, that he was forced to account for it by one of the moft
abfurd unphilofophical notions that.was ever flarted. He tells us, That
the furfaces of all bodies are perpetually flying off from their ref] E(g_i\fe

odies,
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bodies, one after another ; and that thefe furfaces or thin cafes that in-
cluded each other whilft they were joined in the body like.the coats of
an Onton, are fometimes feen entire when they are feparated from it;
by which means we often behold the fhapes and fhadows of perfons who
are either dead or abfent.

I fhall difmifs this paper with a ftory out of Fo/ephus, not fo much
for the fake of the ftory it felf, as for the moral reflettions with which ~
the Author concludes it, and which I fhall here fet down in his own
words. “ Glaphyra the daughter of King Archilaus, after the death of
« her two firft husbands (being married to a third, who was brother to
« her firft husband, and fo paffionately in love with her that he turned
« off his former wife to make room for this marriage) had a very odd
« kind of dream. She fancied that fhe faw her firft husband coming towards
« her, and that fhe embraced him with great tendernels; when in the
¢ midft of the pleafure which fhe exprefled at the fight of him, he re-
« proached her after the following manner: Glapbyra, fays he, thou haft
« made good the old faying, that women are not to be truffed. Wasnot
% 1 the husband of thy virginity? Have I not children by thee? How
« couldft thou forget our loves fo far as to enter into a fecond marriage,
¢« and after that into a third, nay to take for thy husband a man who has
% {o fhamelefly crept into the bed of his brother? However, for the fake
« of our pafled loves, I fhall free thee from thy prefent reproach, and
« make thee mine for ever. Glaphyra told this Dream to feveral women
« of her acquaintance, and died foon after. 1 thought this flory might
« not be impertinent in this place, whercin T{peak of thofe Kings: be-
« {ides that, the example deferves to be taken notice of; as it contains
« a moft certain proof of the Immortality of the Soul, and of divine Pro-
« vidence, If any man thinks thefe facts incredible, let him enjoy his
% opinion to himfelf; but let him not endeavour to difturb the belief of
«others, who by inftances of this nature are excited to the {tudy of
« Virtue,

Saturdays
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