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42 Tbe ' S PECFATOR Nri1rr,
it muft be a profpect pleafing toGod himfelfi to fee’ his Creation” for
ever beautifying in his eyes, and.drawing’ neaver to him, by greater de-
grees of refemblance.

Methinks this fingle confideration, of the progrefs of a finite’ Spirit to
perfediion, will be fufficient to extinguifh all envy ' imferior natures,
and all contempt in fuperior.  Fhat Cherubim which now appears as a
God to a human Soul; knows very well' that the period will come about
in Eternity, when the human Seul fhall be as perfett as he himfelf' now
is: nay, when fhe fhall look down upon that degree of perfeétion; as much
as the now falls thort of it. It istrue, the higher nature flill'advances, and
by that means preferves his diftance and fuperiority in'the feale of Being;
but he knows, how high foever the ftation is of which he flands pofief-
fed at prefent, the inferior Nature will at length mount up- te'it, and
thine forth in the fame degree of glory.

With what aftonithment and veneration may we look into our own
Souls, where there are fuch hidden ftores of Virtue and knowledge,
{fuch inexhaufted fources of perfe@ion? We know not yet what we fhall
be, nor willit ever enter into the heart of man to conceive the g
will be always in referve for him. The Soul confidered with its Crea-
tor,is like one of thofe mathematical lines that may draw nearer to ano-
ther to all' Eternity without a poflibility of touching it: and can there
be a thought fo tranfporting, as to confider our felves in thefe perpetual
approaches to him, who is not only the ftandard of perfettion; but of
happinefs!
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Am always very well pleafed with a country Swwday; and think, if
keeping holy the feventh day were only a himan inftitution, it would

be the beft method' that could have been thought of for the polithing
and civilizing of mankind., Ttis certain the country-people would foon
dege-
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D
degenerate into 2 kind of Savages and ﬁ?v;h'h;'u‘i-.u:s, were there net {uch
frequent returns of a {tated time, in which the whole village meet toge-
¢her with their beft faces; and in their cleanlieft habits, to conver{e with
one ahother upon indifferent fubjects, hear their duties explained to them,
and join together in adoration of the {upreme Being. Sunday clears a-
way the ruft of the whole week, not only as it refrefhes in their minds
the notions of religion, but as it puts both the fexes upon appearing in
their moit agreeable forms, and exerting all fuch qualities as are apt to
give them a figure in the eye of the village. = A country-fellow diftin-
guifhes himfelf as much in the Church-yardy asa Citizen does upon the
Change; the whole parifh-politicks being generally difcufled in that place
either after fermon or before the bell rings.

My friend Sir Roeer being a good church-man, has beautified the
infide of his cliurch with feveral texts of his own chufing: He has like-
wife given a handfome pulpit-cloth, and railed in the communion-table
at his own expence, - He has often told me, that at his coming to his
eftate he found his parithioners very irregular; and that in order to make
ghem kneel and join in the refponfes, he gave every one of them a haf-
fock and 2 common-prayer-book ; and at the fame time employed an iti-
nerant finging-mafter, who goes about the country for that purpofe, to
inflru& them rightly in the tunes of the Pfalms; wpon which they now
very much value themfelves, and indeed out-do moft of the country
churches that ¥ have ever heard.

As Sir Rocer is landlord to the whole congregation, he keeps them
in very good order; and will {fuffer no body te fleep in it befides him-
felf; for if by chance he has been furprized into a fhort nap at fermons
upon recovering out of it hedftands up and looks about him, and- if he
fees any body elfe nodding, either wakes them himielf, or fends his fer-
vant to them, Severaliother of the old Knight's particularities break out
upon thefe occalions: Sometimes he will be lengthening out 2 verfe in
the finging-pfalms, half a-minute afterithe reft of the congreg ition-have
dene with it fometimes, when he is pleafed with the matrer of his de-
votion, he pronounces Amen three or four times to the fame prayer; and
fometimes ftands up when every body elfe is upon their knees, to count
the congregation, or fec if any of his Tenants are miffing.

I was yefterday very much furprized to hear my old friend, in the
midft of the fervice, calling out to one John Matthews to mind what he
was about, and not difturb the congregation. This Foon Mattbews 1t
feems is remarkable for being anidle fellow, and at that time was kick-
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ing his heels for his diverfion. This authority of the Knight, though ex-
erted in that odd manner which accompanies him in all circumftances of
life, has a very good effe¢t upon the parifh, w!m are not polite enough to
fee any thing ridiculous in his behaviour; befides that the general good
{fenfe and worthinefs of his charaéter, make his friends obferve thefe lit-
tle fingularities as foils that rather fet off than blemifh his good qualities.

As foon as the fermon is finithed, no body prefumes to flir till SirR o-
cER is gone out of the church, The Knight walks down from his feat
in the chancel between a double row of his tenants, that ftand bewing to
him on each fide; and every now and then enquires how fuch an one's
wife, or mother, or {on, or father do, whom he does not fee at church;
which is under{tood as a {ecret reprimand to the perfon that is abfent.

The Chaplain has often told me, that upon a catechifing-day, when
Sir Rocrr has been pleafed with a boy that anfwers well, he has order-
ed a bible to be given him next day for his encouragement; and fome-
times accompanigs it with a flitcch of bacon to his mother. SirRocer
has likewife added five pounds a year to the Clerk’s place; and that he
may encourage the young fellows to make themfelves perfeét in the
church-fervice, has promifed upon the death of the prefent Incumbent,
who is very old, to beftow it according to merit,

The fair underftanding between Sir Rocer and his Chaplain, and
their mutual concurrence in doing good, is the more remarkable, be-
caufe the very next village is famous for the differences and contentions
that rife between the Parfon and the ‘Squire, who live in a perpetual
ftate of war. The Parfon is always preaching at the ’Squire, and the
"Squire to be revenged on the Parfon, never comes to church. The
‘Squire has ymade all his tenants atheifts and tithe-ftealers; while the
Parfon inftruéts them every Sunday in the dignity of his order, and infi-
nuates to them almoft in every fermon, that he is a better man than his
Patron. In fhort, matters are come to fuch an extremity, that the *Squire
has not faid his prayers either in publick or private this half year; and
that the Parfon threatens him, if he does not mend his manners, to pray
for him in the face of the whole congregation.

Feuds of this nature, though too frequent in the country, are very fa-
tal to the ordinary people; who are fo ufed to be dazled with riches, that
they pay as much deference to the underftanding ofa man of an eftate, as
of a man of learning; and are very hardly brought to regard any truth,
how important foever it may be, that is preached to them, when they
know there ase feveral men of five hundred a year who do not be-
lieve it, Thurf-
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