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Newrtg. The SPECTATOR &1

N° 119. Tuefday, Fuly 17.

Urbems quam dicunt Romam, Meltboce, putavs
Stultys ego bute noftra fimilem----—-- Virg.

HE firft and moft obvious refle&ions which arife in a man who

E changes the city for the country, are upon the different manners

of the people whom he meets with in thofe two different fcenes
of life. By manners I do not mean morals, but behaviour and good.
breeding, as they fhew themfelves in the town and in the country.

And here, in the firftplace, I muft obferve a very great revolution that
has happened in this articleof good breeding. Several obliging deferences,
condefcenfions and fubmiflions, with many outward forms and ceremo-
nies that accompany them, were firft of all brought up among the politer
part of mankind, who lived in courts and cities, and diftinguifhed them-
felves from the ruftick part of the fpecies (who on all occafions afted
bluntly and naturally) by fuch a mutual complaifance and intercourfe of
civiliies. Thefle forms of converfation by degrees multiplied and grew
troublefome ; the modifh world found too great a conltraint in them,
and have therefore thrown moft of them afide. Converfation, like the
Romifh religion, was fo encumbered with thow and ceremony, that it
ftood in need of a reformation to retrench its fuperfluities, and reftore
it to its natural good fenfe and beauty. At prefent therefore an uncon-
{trained carriage, and a certain opennefs of behaviour, are the height of
good breeding. The fafhionable world is grown free and eafie; our
manners fit more loofe upon us: nothing is fo modifh as an agreeable
negligence. Ina word, good breeding fhews it felf moft, where to an
ordinary eye it appears the leaft.

If after this we look on the people of mode in the country, we find in
them the manners of the laft age. They have no fooner fetched them-
felves up to the fathion of the polite world, but the town has dropped
them, and are nearer to the firlt ftate of nature, than to thofe refinements
which formerly reigned in the court,” and iill prevail in the country-
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One may now know a man that never converfed in the world by his ex-
cefs of good breeding. A polite country Squire fhall make you as mahy
bows in half an hour, as would ferve a Courtier for a week. There is
infinitely more to do about place and precedency in a meeting of Juftices
wives, than in an affembly of Dutcheflgs.

This rural politenefs is very troublefome to a man of my temper, who
generally take the chair that is next me, and walk firlt or laft, in the
front or in the rear, as chance direéts. Ihave known my friend Sir R o-
cer’s dinner almoft cold before the company could adjuft the ceremoni-
al, and be prevailed upon te {it down; and have heartily pitied my old
friend, when I have feen him forced to pick and cull his guefls, as they
fat at the feveral parts of his table, that he might drink their healths ac-
cording to tHeir refpeétive ranks and qualities. Honelt /#3lL Wimbie,
who I thould have thought had been altogether uninfeéted with ceremo-
ny, gives me abundance of trouble in this particular. Though he has
been fithing all the morning, he will not help himfelf at dinner ’tifl I
am ferved. When we are going out of the hall, he runs behind me; and
lafl night, as we were walking in the fields, fiopped. fhort at a ftile ’till I
came up to it, and upon my making figns to him to get over, told me,
with a ferious fmile, that {ure I believed they had no manners in the
country. : ;

There has happened another revolution in the point of good breeding,
which relates to the converfation among men of mode, and which I can-
not but look upon as very extraordinary.. It was certainly one of the
firft diftinétions of a well-bred. man, to exprefs every thing that had the
moit remote appearance of being obfcene, in modeft terms and diftant
phrafes ; whilit the clown, who had no fuch delicacy of cunception and
expreflion, clothed his zdess in thofe plain homely terms. that are the
moft obvieus and natural. This kind of good manners was perhaps car-
ried to an excefs, fo-as to make converfation too fliff, formal and pre-
cife ; for which reafon (as hypocrify in.one age is generally fucceeded by
atheifm in another) converfation is in a great meafure relapfed into the
firft extream ; fo that at prefent feveral of our men of the town, and par-
ticularly thofe who have been polithed in F7ance, make ufe of the moft
coarfe uncivilized words in-our language, and urter themfelves often in
fuch a manner as a clown would blufh to hear.

This infamous piece of good-breeding, which reigns among: the cox-
combs of the town,. has not yet made its way into the country ; and as it
% impoflible for fuch:an irrational way of converfation to laft long a-
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mong a people that makes any profeflion of religion, or fhow of modefty,
if the country Gentlemen get into it, they will certainly be left in the
lurch. Their good-breeding will come too late to them, and. they will
be thought a parcel of lewd clowns, while they fancy themfelves talking
together like men of wit and pleafure.

As the two points of good breeding, which I have hitherto infifted
upon, regard behaviour and converfation, there is a third which turns
upon drefs. In this too the country are very much behind hand. The
rural Beaus are not yet got out of the fathion that took place at the
time of the Revolution, but ride about the country in red coats and laced
hats, while the women in many parts are ftill trying to outvie one ano-.
ther in the height of their head-drefles.

But a friend of mine, who is now upon the weftern circuit, having
promifed to give me an account of the feveral modes and fafthions that
prevail in the different parts of the nation through which he paffes, I
fhall defer the enlarging upon this laft topick ’till I have received a let-
ter from him, which I expect every poft.

N° 120.  Wednefday, Fuly 18.

------- Equidem credo, quia fit divinitus illis
Ingeninin---—--—-- Virg.

Y friend Sir RoGERr is very often merry with me, upon my paf-

fing fo much of my time among his poultry: he has caught me

twice or thrice looking after a bird’s neft, and {everal times fit-

ting an hour or two together near an hen and ¢ hicken. He tells me he

believes I am perfonally acquainted with every fowl about his houfe;

calls fuch a particular cock my favourite, and frequently complains that
his ducks and geefe have more of my company than himfelf.

I muft confefs-]. am.infinitely delighted with thofe {peculations of na-

ture which are to be made in a country-life; and as my reading has very

much lain among books of natural hiftory, I cannet forbear recollecting
upon
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