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N ° 2. Monday-i December 26.

HAving in my firfl:paper fet forth the happinefs of my ftation as a
Free-holder of Great Britain , and the nature of that property
which is fecured to me by the laws of my country ; I cannot

forbear confldering, in the next place, that perfon who is entrufted with
the guardianfhip and execution1 of thofe laws. I have lived in one reign,
when the Prince, inftead of invigorating the laws of our eountry, or giv-
ing them their proper courfe, aflumeda power of difpenfing with them:
and in another, when the Sovereign was flattered by a fet of men into a
perfuafion, that the regal Authority was unlimited and uncircumfcribed»
Ia either of thefe cafes, good laws are at beft but a dead letter ; and by
Ihewing the people how happy they ought to be, only ferve to aggravate
the fenfe of their oppreffions.

We have the pleafure at this time to fee a King upon the throne, who
hath too much goodnefs to wifli for any power, that does not enable him
to promote the welfare of his fubjefts; and too much wifdom to look
upon thofe as his friends, who would make their court to him by the
profeflion of an obedience, which they never praclifed, and which has
always proved fatal to thofe Princes, who have put it to the tryal. His
Majelty gavea proof of his fovereign virtues, before he came to the exer-
cife of them in this kingdom. His inclination to jultice led him to rule
hisGermanfubjeäs in the fame manner, that our conftitution direcls him
to govern the Englifl). He regarded thofe which are our civil liberties,
as the natural rights of mankind; and therefore indulged them to a peo¬
ple, who pleaded no other claim to them than from his known goodnefs
and humanity. This experience of a good Prince, before we had the
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happinefs to enjoy him, muft give great fatisfaftion to every thinking man,
who confiders how apt Sovereignty is to deprave human nature ; and how
many of our own Princes made very ill figures upon the Throne , who,
before they afcended it, were the favourites of the people.

What gives us the greateft fecurity in the conducr of fo excellent a
Prince is That confiftency of behaviour, whereby he inflexibly purfues
thofe meafures which appear the moft juft and equitable . As he hath the
charafter of being the moft prudent in laying proper fchemes ; he is no
lefs remarkable for being fteady in accomplilhing yyhat he has once con-
certed . Indeed, if we look into the hiftory of his prefent Majefty, and
refleft upon that wonderful feries of fuccelfes wischt have attended hin;,
I think they cannot be afcribed to any thing fo much as to his uniformi-
ty and firmnefs of mind, which has always difcovered it felf in his pro-
ceedings. It was by this that he furmounted thofe many dirHculties which
lay in the way to his fucceffion ; and by which, we have reaion to hope,
he will daily make all oppofition fall before him. The fickle and unfteady
politicks of our late Britijb Monarchs, have been the perpetual iource of
thofe diflenfions and animofities which have made the nation unhappy;
Whereas the conftant and unlhaken temper of his prefent Majefty, muft
have a natural tendency to the peace of his government , and the unani-
mity of his people.

W hilft I am enumerating the publick virtues of our Sovereign, which
are fo conducive to the advantage of thofe who are to obey him, I can¬
not but take notice , that his Majefty was bred up from his infancy with a
love to this our nation, under a Princefs, who was the moft accomplilh-
ed woman of her age, and particularly famous for her affeäion to the
Englijb . Our countrymen were dear to him, before there was any pro-
fpeft of their being his fubjecls ; and every one knows, that nothing re-
commended a man fo much to the diftinguilhing civilities of his Court,
as the being börn in Great Britain.

To the fame ofhis Majefty's civil virtues, we may add the reputation
he has acquired by his martial atchievements . It is obferved by Sir Wil¬
liam Temfle, that the Englijh are particularly fond of a King who is va-
liant : upon which account his Majefty has a title to all the efteem that
can be paid the moft warlike Prince ; though at the fame time, for the
good of his Subjeäs , he ftudies to decline all occafions of military glory;
and chufes rather to be diftinguiflied as the Father , than as the Captain
of his people. I am glad his rebellious fubjefts are too inconfiderable to
put him upon exerting that courage and conduft , which raifed him fo
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great a reputation in Hungary and the Morea, when he fought againfl: the
enemies of Chriftianity ; and in Germany and Flanders , where he cöm-
manded againfl: the great difturber of the peace of Europa . One would
think there was reafon for the opinion of thofe, who make perfonal
courage to be an hereditary virtue, when we fee fo many inftances of it
in the line of Brunfwick . To go no farther back than the time of our
prefent King, where can we find, among the foveraign houfes of Eurofe,
any other family, that has furnifhed fo many perfons of diftinguiflied for-
titude? Three of his Majefty's brothers have fallen glorioufly in the field,
fighting againfl the enemies of their native country : And the bravery of
his royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, is ftill frelh in our memory,
who fought , with the fpirit of his father, at the battel of Äudenarde,
when the children of France , and the Pretender , fled before him.

I might here take notice of his Majefty's more private virtues, but have
rather chofen to remind my countrymen of the publick parts of his chara-
fter, which are fupported by fuch inconteftable fafts as are ußiverfally
known and acknowledged.

Having thus far confidered our happinefs in his Majefty's civil and mi-
litary chara&er, I cannot forbear pleaflng my felf with regarding him in
the view of one, who has been always fortunate . Cicero recommends
Tompey under this particular head to the Romans, with whom the cha-
rafter of being fortunate was fo populär, that feveral of their Emperors
gave it a place among their titles. Good fortune is often the reward of
virtue, and as often the effeft of prudence . And whether it proceeds
from either of thefe, or from both together , or whatever may be the
caufe of it, every one is naturally pleafed to fee his interefts conducfed by
a perfon who is ufed to good fuccefs. The eftablifliment of the Elecfo-
ral dignity in his Majefty's family, was a work referved for him finally to
accomplifh. A large acceflion of dominion feil to him, by his fucceeding
to the Dukedom of Zell , whereby he became one of the greateft Prin-
ces of Germany; and one of the moft powerful perfons, that ever ftood
next heirs to the throne of Great Britain . The Dutchy of Bremen, and
the Biftioprick of Oßiaburg, have confiderably ftrengthned his interefts
in the Empire , and given a great additional weight to the Proteftant caufe.
But the moft remarkable interpofitions of providence, in favour of him,
have appeared in removing thofe feemingly invincible obftacles to his fuc-
ceflion; in taking away, at fo critical a junfture , the perfon who might
have proved a dangerous enemy ; in eonfounding the fecret and open at-
tempts of his traiterous fubjefts ; and in giving him the delightful pro-
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Upon the whole, it is not to be doubted but every wife and honefl fub-
jeft will concur with Providence in prompting the glory and happinefs
of Iiis prefent Majel-ty, who is endowed with all thofe Royal virtues, that
will naturally fecure to us the national bleflings, which ought to be dear
and valuable to a free people.

EVERY one knows, that it is ufual for a French officer, who can
write and read, to fet down all the occurrences of a campaign, in
which he pretends to have been perfonally concerned; and to pub-

lilh them under the title of his Memoirs, when moft of his fellow-foldiers
are dead that might have contradifted any of his matters of faß . Many
a gallant young fellow has been killed in battel before he came to the
third page of his fecret hiftory; when feveral, who have taken morecare
of their perfons, have lived to fill a whole volume with their military
Performances, and to aftonifli the world with fuch inftances of their bra-
very, as had efcaped the notice of every body elfe. One of our late
tPreßon heroes had, it feems, refolved upon this method of doing himfelf
joftice: And, had he not been nipped in the bud, might have madea ve-
ry formidable figure in his own works, among poiterity. A friend of
mine, who had the pillage of his pockets, has made me a prefent of the
following Memoirs, which he defires me to accept as a part of the fpoils
of the Rebeis. I have omitted the introduclion, as more proper for the
infpeftion of a Secretary of State ; and mall only fet down io much of the
Memoirs as feems to be a faithful narrative of that wonderful expedition,
whieh drew upon it the eyes of all Europe,

December30.
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