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Ne 121, Zhurfday, Fuly 19.
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my friend’s country houfe, I was wonderfully pleafed to fee the

different workings of Inftinét in a Hen followed by a brood of
Ducks. The young, upon the fight of a pond, immediately ran into it ;
while the ftep-mother, with all' imaginable anxiety, hovered about the
borders of it, to call them out of an element that appeared to her fo
dangerous and deftruétive. As the different principle which afted in
thefe different animals cannot be termed Reafon, fo when we call it Ja-
[tinéf, we mean fomething we have no knowledge of. To me, as I hin-
ted in my laft paper, it feems the immediate diretion of Providence, and
fuch anoperation of the fupreme Being, as that which determines all the
portions of matter to their propercentres. A modern Philofopher, quoted
by Monfieur Bayle in his learned diilertation on the Souls of brutes, de-
livers the fame opinion, though in a bolder form of words, where he
fays, Dewus eff anima brutorum, God himfelfis the Soul of brutes. Who
can tell what to call that feeming fagacity in Animals, which direéts
them to fuch food as is proper for them, and makes them naturally avoid
whatever is noxious or unwholfome? T#/ly has obferved that a Lamb no
fooner falls from its mother, but immediately and of its own accord ap-
plies it felf to the teat, Dampier, in his travels, tells us, that when fea-
men are thrown upon any of the unknown coafts of America, they ne-
ver venture upon the fruit of any tree, how tempting foever it may ap-
pear, unlefs they obferve that it is marked with the pecking of birds;
but fall on without any fear or apprehenfion where the birdshave been
before them.

But notwithftanding Animals have nothing like the ufe of Reafon, we
find in them all the lower parts of our nature, the paflions and fenfes
in their greateft {trength and perfe&tion. And here it is worth our ob-
fervation, that all beafts and birds of prey are wonderfully fubject to an-
ger, malice, revenge, and all other vislent paffions that may animate them
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in fearch of their-proper food; as thofe that are incapable of defending
themfelves, orannoying others, or whofe fafety lies ‘Chit‘ﬂ}f in their flight,
are fufpicious, fearful, and- apprehen{ive of every thing they fee or hear;
whilft others that are of afliftance and ufe to man, have their natures
foftned with fomething mild and traable, and by that means are quali-
fied for a domeftick life. In this cafe the paffions generally correfpond
with the make of the body. We do not find the fury-ef a Lion in fo
weak and defencelefs an animal as a Lamb, nor the meeknefs of a Lamb
in a creature fo armed for battle and affault as the Lion. In the fame
manner, we find that particular animals have a more or lels exquifite
fharpnefs-and fagacity in thofe particular fenfes which moft turn to their
advantage, and in which their fafety and welfare is the moft concerned,

Nor muft we here omit that great variety of arms with which nature
has differently fortified the bodies of feveral kinds of animals, fuch as.
claws, hoofs and horns, teeth and tusks, a tail, a {ting, a trunk, or a Prs-
bofeis. It is likewife obferved by Naturalifts, that it muft be fome hid-
den principle, diftinét from what we call Reafon, which inftruéts animals
in the ufe of thefe their arms, and teaches them to manage them to the
beit advantage; becaufe they naturally defend themfelves with that part
in which their ftrength lies, before the weapon be formed in it; asis
remarkable in Lambs, which though they are bred within doors, and
never faw the aétions of their own fpecies, pufh at thofe who approach
them with their foreheads, before the firft budding of a_hotn appears.

[ thall add to thefe general obfervations; an inflance which Mr. Locke
has givenus of Providence, even in the imperfections of a creature which
{eems the meanelt and moft defpicable in the whole animal world, /e
may, {ays he, from the make of an Oyfier, or Cockle, conclude, that it bas
not [3 many nov [0 quick fenfés as aman, or feveral other animals: nor
if it bad, would it in that flate and incapacity of transferving it felf
from one place to another, be bettered by them. What good wonld Sight
and hearing do to @ creature, that cannot move it felf to, or from the ¢4-
jeét, whereinat a diftance it perceives good or evil? And would not quick-
nefs of [enfation be an inconvenicnce to an animal, thar wmufl be flill
where chance bas once placed ity and there receive the afflux of colder or
warmer, clean or foul water, as it bappens to come to it 2

[ fhall add to this inftance out of Mr, Locke, another out of the lear-
ned Dr. Moor, who cites it from Cardar, in relation to another animal
which Providence has left defefive, but at the fame time has fhewn its
wifdom in the formation of that organ in which it feems chiefly to have

failed.
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failed. Hhat is more obvions and ordinary than a Mole? and yet what
more palpable argument of Providence thar fbe? the members of ber body
are o exaftly fitted to ber nature and manner of life: for ber dwelling
ér?.-";.{-glr under ground where nothing is to be feen, nature has (o obfeurely
Jitted her with eyes, that Naturalifis can ftarce agree whether [be bave
any fight at ail or mo. But for amends, what fbe 15 capable of for ber
defence and warning of danger, [be bas very eminently conferred upox
her; for fbe is exceeding quick of bearing. nd then her fbort tail and
Short legsy but broad fore-feet armed with fbarp claws, we fee by the
cvent to what purpofe they ave, fbe fo fwiftly working her (elf under
ground, and making her way [o faft in the earth, as they that behold
it cannot but admire it. Her legs therefore are fbort, that fhe need dig
no wore than will ferve the meer thicknels of ber body 5 and her fore-
feet are broad that fbe may feonp away much earth at a time; and little
or no tail fbe has, becaufe fbe courfes it wet on the ground, like the rat
or mouf6, of whofe kindred Jbe is, but lives under the earth; and is fain
2o dig her [elf a dwelling there. And fbe making ber way through. fi
thick an element, which will not yield eafily, as the air or the watery it
had been dangerous to have drawn fo long a train behind ber ;. for ber
enemy might fall upon ber rear, and fetch her out befove fhe bad com-
pleated or got full poffeffion of ber works.

I cannot forbear mentioning Mr. Bayie’s remark upon this laft creature,
who, I remember; fomewhere in his works obferves, that though the
Mole be not torally blind (as it 15 commonly thought) fhe has not fight
enough to diftinguifh particular objeéts. . Her eye is faid to have but one
humour in ity which is fuppoled to give her the idea of light, but of no-
thing elfe, and is-fo formed that this idea is probably painful to the ani-
mal. Whenever fhe comes up into broad day the might be in danger of
being taken, unlefs fhe were thus affected by a light ftriking upon her
eye, and immediately warning her to bury her felf in her proper ele-
ment. More fight would be ufelefs to her, as none at all might be fatal.

I have only inftanced fuch animals as feem the moft imperfeét works
of nature ; and if Providence thews it {elf even in the blemifhes of thefe
creatures, how much more does it difcover it {elf in the feveral endow-
ments which it has varieufly beftowed upon fuch creatures as are more
or lefs finithed and compleated in their feveral faculties, according to the
condition of life in which they are pofted ?

I could wifh our Royal Society would compile a body of natural hifto-
ry, the beft that conld be gathered together from books and obfervations.
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If the feveral writers among them took each his particular fpecies, and
gave us a diftinét account of its original, birth, and education; its policies,
hoftilities and alliances, with the frame and texture of its inward and
outward parts, and particularly thofe that diftinguith it from all other
animals, with their peculiar aptitudes for the {tate of being in which Pro-
vidence has placed them, it would be one of the beft fervices their ftudies
could do mankind, and not a little redound to the glory of the all-wife
confriver.

It is true, fuch a natural hiftory, after all the difquifitions of the learn-
ed, would be infinitely fhort and defedtive. Seas and defarts hide milli-
ons of animals from our obfervation. Innumerable artifices and {ftrata-
gems are alted in the bewling wildernefs and in the great deep, that can
never come to our knowledge, Befides that there are infinitely ‘more
{pecies of creatures which are not to be feen withour, nor indeed with
the help of the fineft glaffes, than of fuch as are bulky enough for the
naked eye to take hold of. However, from the confideration of fuch
animals as lie within the compafs of our knowledge, we might ealily form
a conclufion of the reft; that the fame variety of wifdom and goodnefs
runs through the whole creation, and puts every creature in a conditi-
on to provide for its fafety and fubfiftence in its proper {tation.

Tully has given us an admirable sketch of natural hiftory, in his fecond
book, concerning the nature of the Gods; and that in a ftile fo raifed
by metaphors and defcriptions, that it lifts the fubje¢t above raillery and
ridicule, which frequently fall on fuch nice obfervations, when they pafs
through the hands of an ordinary writer.

N° 122, Friday, Fuly 20.

Comes jucandus in via pro vebiculo eff. Publ. Syr. Frag.

Man’s firft care fhould be to avoid the reproaches of his own
heart; his next, to efcape the cenfures of the world: if the laft
Jnterferes with the former, it ought to be intirely neglected ; but
otherwife there cannot be a greater fatisfaétion to an honeft mind, than
10
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