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If the feveral writers among them took each his particular fpecies, and
gave us a diftinét account of its original, birth, and education; its policies,
hoftilities and alliances, with the frame and texture of its inward and
outward parts, and particularly thofe that diftinguith it from all other
animals, with their peculiar aptitudes for the {tate of being in which Pro-
vidence has placed them, it would be one of the beft fervices their ftudies
could do mankind, and not a little redound to the glory of the all-wife
confriver.

It is true, fuch a natural hiftory, after all the difquifitions of the learn-
ed, would be infinitely fhort and defedtive. Seas and defarts hide milli-
ons of animals from our obfervation. Innumerable artifices and {ftrata-
gems are alted in the bewling wildernefs and in the great deep, that can
never come to our knowledge, Befides that there are infinitely ‘more
{pecies of creatures which are not to be feen withour, nor indeed with
the help of the fineft glaffes, than of fuch as are bulky enough for the
naked eye to take hold of. However, from the confideration of fuch
animals as lie within the compafs of our knowledge, we might ealily form
a conclufion of the reft; that the fame variety of wifdom and goodnefs
runs through the whole creation, and puts every creature in a conditi-
on to provide for its fafety and fubfiftence in its proper {tation.

Tully has given us an admirable sketch of natural hiftory, in his fecond
book, concerning the nature of the Gods; and that in a ftile fo raifed
by metaphors and defcriptions, that it lifts the fubje¢t above raillery and
ridicule, which frequently fall on fuch nice obfervations, when they pafs
through the hands of an ordinary writer.
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Comes jucandus in via pro vebiculo eff. Publ. Syr. Frag.

Man’s firft care fhould be to avoid the reproaches of his own
heart; his next, to efcape the cenfures of the world: if the laft
Jnterferes with the former, it ought to be intirely neglected ; but
otherwife there cannot be a greater fatisfaétion to an honeft mind, than
10
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to fee thofe approbations which it gives it felf {econded by the applanfes
of the publick : A man ' more fure of his conduét; when the verdict
which he pafes upon his own behaviour is thus warranted and confirmed
by the opinion of all that know him.

My worthy friend Sir Rocer is one of thofe who is not only at peace
within himfelf, but beloved and efteemed by all abaut him, He receives
a {uitable tribute for his univerfal benevolence to mankind, .in the re-
turns of affection and good-will; which are paid him by every one that
lives within his neighbourhood. 1 lately met with two or three odd in-
ftances of that general refpect which is fhewn to the good old Knight.
He would needs carry #1/l Wimble and my {elf with him to the coun-
try-aflizes: as we were upon the road, Vil Wimble joined a couple of
plain men who rid before us, and converfed with them for fome tme ;
during which my friend Sir RocER acquainted me with their charatters.

The firft of them, fays he, that has a {paniel by his fide, 1s 2 Yeoman
of about an hundred pounds a year, an honeit man: he is juft within the
game act, and qualified to kill an hare or a pheafant: He knocks down a
dinner with his gun twice or thrice a week; and by that means lives
much cheaper than thofe who have not fo good an eftate as himfelf. He
would be a good neighbour if he did not deftroy {o many partridges:
in fhort, he is a very fenfible man; fhoots flying; and has been feveral
times Fore-man of the Petty-jury.

The other that rides along with him is Zem Touchy, a fellow famous
for taking the law of every body. There is not one in the town where
he lives that he has not fued at a Quarter-feffions. ~ The rogue had once
the impudence to go to law with the #idow. His head is full of colfls,
damages and ejeétments: he plagued a couple of honeft Gentlemen {o
long for a trefpafs in breaking one of his hedges, till he was forced to fell
the ground it enclofed to defray the charges of the profecution: his fa-
ther left him fourfcore pounds a year; but he has caff and been caft fo
often, that he is not now worth thirty: I fuppofe he is going upon the
old bufinefs of the willow-tree.

As Sir RocEer was giving me this account of Tom Touchy, H 1l I im-
ble and his two companions {topped fhort till we came up to them. Af-
ter having paid their refpeés to Sir Rocer, Wl told him that Mr. 7ou-
chy and he muft appeal to him upon a difpute that arefe between them.
Willit feems had been giving his fellow-travellers an account of his ang-
ling one day in fuch a hole; when Tom Touchy, inftead of hearing our
his ftory, told him, that Mr, fuch an one, if he pleafed, might take the
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law of him for fifhing in that part of the river. My friend Sir Rocer
heard them both, upon a round trot ; and after having paufed fome time
told them, with an air of a man who would not give his judgment rafh-
ly, that much might be faid on both fides. They were neither of them
diflatisfied with the Knight’s determination, becaufe neither of them found
himfelf in the wrong by it: upon which we made the beft of our way to
the Affizes.

The Court was fat before Sir Rocer came, but netwithftanding all
the Juflices had taken their places upon the Bench, they made room for
the old Knight at the head of them; who for his reputation in the coun-
try took occafion to whifper in the Judge’s ear, that be wes glad his
Lordfbip bad met with (6 much good weather in bis circuit, 1 was liften~
ing to the proceedings of the Court with much attention, and infinitely
pleafed with that great appearance and folemnity which fo properly ac-
companies fuch a publick adminiftration of our laws; when, after about
an hour’s fitting, 1 obferved to my great furprize, in the midft of a try-
al, that my friend Sir Rocer was getting up to fpeak. I was in fome
pain for him, till I found he had acquitted himfelf of two or three- fen-
tences, with a look of much bufinefs and great intrepidity.

Upon his firft rifing the Court was hufhed, and a general whifper ran
among the country-people that Sir Rocer was wp. The fpeech he
made was fo little to the purpofe, that I fhall not trouble my Readers
with an account of it ; and.I believe was not fo much defligned by the
Knight himfelf to inform the Court; as to,give him a figure in my eye,
and keep up his credit in the country.

I was highly delighted, when the Court rofe, to {ee the Gentlemen
of the country gathering about my old friend, and {iriving who fhould
compliment him moft ; at the fame time that the ordinary people gazed
upon him at a diftance, not a little admiring his courage, that was not
afraid to fpeak to the Judge.

In our return home we met with.a very odd accident; which I cannot
forbear relating, becaufe it thews how defirous all who know Sir Rocer
are ef givinghim marks of their efteem. When we were arrived upon
the verge of his eltate, we {topped at a little Inn to reft our feives and
our horfes. The man of the houfe had it feems been formerly a fervant
in the Knight’s family; and to do honour to his old mafter, had fome
time {ince, unknown to. Sir RocEr, put him up in a fign-polt before
vhe door ; {o that zbe Knight's head had hung out upon the road about
2 week before he himfelf knew any thing of the matter,. As foon as
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Sir RocEr was acquaint ‘.d with it, finding that his fervant’s indifcretion
proceeded wholly from affection and ooud will, he only told him that
he had made him too lalga a comphmr_m; and when the fellow feemed
to think that could hatdly be, added with a more decifive look, that
it was too great an honmu for any man under a Duke; but told him at
the fame time that it might be altered with a very few touches, and that
he himfelf would be at the chmgc r,:t it. Accordingly they got a pain-
ter by the Knight’s dirg&ions to add a pair of whiskers to the face, and
by a little aggravation of the features to change it into the Saracer’s
head. 1 fhounld not have known this {tory, had: not the Inn-keeper upon
Sir Rocxr’s alighting told him in my hearing; ‘T'hat his Honour’s head
was brought back i.ﬂ* night' with the alterations that he had ordered to
be made in it. Upon this my friend with his ufual chearfulnefs related
the particulars above-mentioned, and ordered the head to be brought
into the room. T could not forbear difcovering - greater-expreflions of
mirth than ordinary upon the appearance of this monftrous face, under
which, notwithftanding it was made to frown and ftare in a moft extra-
ordinary manner, 1 could {till difcover a«diftant refemblance of my old
friend. Sir R ocEr, upon feeing me laugh, defired me to tell him truly
if 1 thought it poffible for people to know him in that difguife. I at firik
kept my ufual filence; but upon the Knight's conjuring me to tell him

whether it was not ftill nvore like himfelf than a Saracen, 1 comp u!li
my countenance in the beft manner I could, and replied, Thar muc!
¢;;;g,{:, be [(aid on both fides.

Thefe feveral adventures, with the Knight’s behaviour in them, gave
me as pleafant a day as ever I met withinany of my travels.
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