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Ne fe mulier extra vlrtutum cogitationes, extraque hellorum cafus
putetj ipßs incipientis matrimonti aufptcus admonetur, venire
fe lahorum perkulorumque fociam, idem in pace , idem in
prtelio paffuram aufuramque . Sic vivendum, ßc pereundum,

Tacit.

TTT is with great fatisfaftionI obferve, that the women of our Wand,
I who are the moft eminent for virtue and good fenfe, are in the in-

tereft of the prefent government. As the fair fex very much recora-
mend the caufe they are engaged in, it would be no fmall misfortune to
a Sovereign, though he had all the male part of the nation on his fide,
if he did not find himfelf King of the moft beautiful half of his fubjeäs.
Ladies are always of great ufe to the party they efpoufe, and never fail
ito win over numbers to it. Lovers, according to Sir Willimm Tetty\
computation, make at leaft the third part of the fenfible men of the Bri-
tijb nation; and it has been an uncontroverted maxim in all ages, that,
though a husband is fometimesa ftubborn fort of a creature, a lover is
always at the devotion of his Miftrefs. By this means it lies in the power
of every fke vvoman, to fecure at leaft half a dozen able-bodied men to
his Majefty's fervice, The female world are likewife indifpenfably ne-
ceflary in the bell: caufes to manage the controverfial part of them, in
which no man of tolerable breeding is ever able to refute them. Argu¬
ments out of a pretty mouth are unanfwerable.

It is indeed remarkable that the inferior tribe of common women, who
are a difhonour to their fex, have, in moft reigns, been the profefled
fticklers for fuch as have afted in oppofition to the true in tereft of the
nation. The moft numerous converts in KingJatnes's reign, were par-
ticularly noted to be of this kind. I can give no other reafon for fucha
;behaviour, unlefs it be, that it is not for the advantage of thefe female
adventurers the laws of the land fhould take place, and that they know
Bridewell is a part of our conftitution* There
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There are many reafons why the women of Great Britain fhould be

on the fide of the Free -holder, and enemies to thc perfon who would
bring in arbitrary government and Popery . As there are feveral of our
Ladies who amufe themfelves in the reading of Travels , they cannot but
take notice what uncomfortable lives thofe of their own fex lead, where
Paffive-obedience is profelTed and praftifed in its utmorl perfeäion . In
thofe countries the men have no property but in their wives, who are
the flaves to Daves : every married woman being fubjeft to a domeftick
tyrant, that requires from her the fame valfalage which he pays to his
Sultan. If the Ladies would ferioufly confider the evil confequences of
arbitrary power , they would find, that it fpoils the fhape of the foot in
China, where the barbarous politicks of the men fo diminifh the balis of
the female figure, as to unqualify a woman for an evening walk or coun-
try dance. In the Eaß -Inäies , a widow, who has any regard to her cha-
rafter, throws her felf into the flames of her husband's funeral pile, to
fhew, forfooth, that fhe is faithful and loyal to the memory of her de-
ceafed Lord . In Terßa , the daughters of Eve , as they call them, are
reckoned in the inventory of their goods and chatteis : and it is a ufual
thing when a man felis a bale of filk, or a drove of camels, to tofs half
a dozen women into the bargain. Through all the dominions of the
Great Türk, a woman thinks her felf happy if fhe can get but the twelfth
lhare of a husband, and is thought of no manner of ufe in the creation,
but to keep up a proper number of flaves for the Commander of the
faithful. I need not fet forth the ill ufage, which the fair ones meet with
in thofe defpotick governments that lie nearer us. Every one hath heard
of the feveral ways of locking up women in Spain and Italy ; where,
if there is any power lodged in any of the fex, it is not among the young
and the beautiful, whom nature feems to have formed for it, but among
the old and withered matrons, known by the frightful name of Gouver¬
nante? and Duegnas . If any Ihould alledge the freedoms indulged to
theFrench Ladies, he mult own that thefe are owing to the natural gal-
lantry of the people, not to their form of government, ;which excludes
by its very conftitution every female from power, as naturally unfit to
hold the fceptre of that kingdom.

Women ought in reafön to be no lefs averfe to popery than to arbi¬
trary power. Some merry Authors have pretendcd to demonltrate , that
theRoman Gatholick religion could never fpread in a nation, where wc-
men would have more modefty than to expofe their innocent Iiberties toa ConfefTor. Others of the fame turn , have afiured us, that the fine
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Britißj complexion, which is fo peculiar to our Ladies, would fufFer
very much from a fifli-diet : and that a whole Lent would give fuch a
fallownefs to the celebrated beauties of this Ifland, as would fcarce make
them diitinguimable from thofe of France . I fliall only leave to the fe-
rious confideration of my country-women the danger any of them might
have been in, ( had Popery been our national religion) of being forced
by their Relations to a ttate of perpetual virginity . The moit blooming
Toafl in the Ifland might have been a Nun ; and many a Lady , who is
now a mother of fine children, condemned to a condition of life, difa-
greeable to herfelf, and unprofitable to the world . To this I might add
the melancholy obje&s, they would be daily entertained with, of feveral
fightly men delivered over to an inviolable celibacy. Let a young Lady
imagine to herfelf the brisk embroidered Officer, who now makes love
to her with fo agreeable an air, eonverted into a Monk ; or the ßeau,
who now addrefles himfelf to her in a full-bottomed wig, diüinguiflied
by a little bald pate covered with a black leather skull-cap. I forbear
to mention many other objeftions, which the Ladies , who are no {Irangers
to the docirines of Popery, will eafily recolleft : though I do not in the
leaft doubt, but thofe I have already fuggefted, will be fufficient to per-
fuade my fair Readers to be zealous in the Proteftant caufe.

The freedom and happinefs of our Britiß ? Ladies is fo fingular, that it
is a common faying in foreign countries , lf a bridge were built crefs
the feas , all the womeu in Europe would flock into England . It has been
obferved, that the Iaws relating to them are fo favourable, that one would
think they themfelves had given votes in enafling them. All the honours
and indulgences of fociety are due to them by our cuftoms ; and, by
our conftitution, they have all the Privileges of Engliß -bom fubjefls,
without the burdens . I need not acquaint my fair Fellow-freeholders,
that every man, who is anxious for our facred and civil rights, is a Cham¬
pion in their caufe ; fince we enjoy in common a religion agreeable to
that reafonable nature, of which we equally partake ; and fince, in poifit
of property , our law makes no diftinäion of fexes.

We may therefore juftly expett from them, that they will adt in con-
cert with us for the prefervation of our laws and religion, which cannot
fubfift, but under the government of his prefent Majefty ; and would ne-
ceflarily be fubverted , under that of a perfon bred up in the moft violent
principles of popery and arbitrary power . Thus may the fair fex contri-
bute to fix the peace of a brave and generous people, who for many ages
have difdained to bear any tyranny but theirs ; and be as famous in hitto-

ry,
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ry, as thofe illuftrious matrons, who in the infancy of Rome, reconciled
theRomansand the Sabines, and united the two contending parties un-
der their new King.

N° 5. Friday, January 6.

Ommum Societatum nulla eß gravior , nulla carior, quam ea qua
cum republica eß unicuique noßrum : Cari funt parentes , cari
liberi, propinqui , familiäres : Sed omnes omnium caritates
patria una complexa eß : Pro qua quis bonus dubitet mortem
oppetere, fi ei fit profuturus ? Cic,

THERE is no greater fign of a general decay of virtue in a na-
tion, than a want of zeal in its inhabitants for the good of their
country. This generous and publick-fpirited paflion has been

obferved of late years to languilh and grow cold in this our Ifland ;
wherea party of men have made it their bufinefs to reprefent it as chi-
mericai and romantic, to deftroy in the minds of the people the fenfe of
national glory, and to turn into ridicule our natural and ancient Allies,
who are united to us by the common intereRs both of religion and poli-
cy. It may not therefore be unfeafonable to recommend to this prefent
generation the praclice of that virtue, for which their anceRors were
particularly famous, and which is called The love of one's country. This
love to our country, as a moral virtue, is a fixed difpofition of mind to
promote the fafety, welfare, and reputation of the Community in which
we are born, and of the conftitution under which we are proteäed.
Our Obligation to this great duty, may appear to us from feveral confi-
derations.

In the firfl place we may obferve, that we are direfted to it by one of
thofe fecret fuggeflions of nature, which go under the name of Inßinff,
and which are never given in vain. As felf-love is an inftincl: planted in
us for the good and fafety of each particular perfon, the love of our
country is imprefled on our minds for the happinefs and prefervation of
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