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IN° 124. Monday, Fuly 23.

M;}a. Eig?‘.fzvj ,-'.-E{'}_-rz. wanly,

MAN who publifhes his works in a Volume, has an infinite ad-
vantage over one who communicates his writings to the world
in loofe Traéts and fingle Pieces.  We do not expe& to meet

with any thing in a bulky volume, till after fome heavy preamble, and
feveral words of courfe, to prepare the Reader for what follows: nay,
Authors have eftablifhed it as akind of rule, that a man ought to be
dull fometimes; as the moft fevere Reader makes allowances for many
refts and nodding-places in a voluminous writer..  This gave occafion to
the famous Greek proverb which 1 have chofen for my motto, That 2
great book is a great evil.

On the contrary, thofe who publifh their thoughts in diftin& fheets,
and as it were by piece-meal, have none of thefe advantages. We muft
immediately fall into our fubje®, and treat every part of it ina lively
manner, or our papers are thrown by as dull and infipid : our matter muft
lye clofe together, and either be wholly new in it felf, or in the turn it
receives from our expreflions. Were the books of our beft Authors thus
to be retailed to the publick, and every page fubmitted to- the tafte of
forty or fifty thoufand Readers, I am afraid we fhould complain of many
flat expreflions, trivial ebfervations, beaten topicks, and common thoughts,
which go off very well in the lump. - At the fame time, notwithftanding
fome papers may be made up of broken hints and irregular sketches, it is
often expected that every theet thould be a kind of treatife, and make
out in thought what it wants in'bulk: that a point of humour fhould be
worked up in all its parts; and a fubjeé touched upon inits moft effen-
tial articles, without the repetitions, tautologies, and enlargements that
are indulged to longer labours. The ordinary writers of morality pre-
{cribe to their Readers after the Galenick way ; their medicines are made
up in large quantities.  An Effay writer muft praétife in the chymical me-
thod, and give the virtue of a full draught in a few drops.” Were all
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books reduced thus to their quinteffence, many a bulky Author would
make his appearance in a penny paper: there would be-{carce fuch a
thing in nature as a folio: the works of an age would be contained on a
few fhelves; not to mention millions of volumes that would be utterly
annihilated. _

[ cannot think that the difficulty of furnifhing out feparate papers of
this nature, has hindered Authors from communicating their thoughts to
the world after fuch a manner: though I muft confefs I am amazed that
the prefs fhould be only made ufe of in this way by news-writers, and
the zealots of parties: as if it were not more advantageous to man-
kind, to be inftrutted in wif{dom and virtue, than in politicks ; and to be
made good fathers, husbands, and fons, than counfellors and ftatefmen.
Had the Philofophers and great mes of antiquity, who took fo much
pains in order to inftrué mankind, and leave the world wifer and better
than they found it; had they, I fay, been poflefled of the art of printing,
there is no queftion but they would have made fuch an advantage of it,
in dealing out their lectures to the publick. Qur common prints would
be of 'great ufe, were they thus calculated to difiufe good fenfe through
the bulk of a people, to clear up their underitandings, animate their
minds with virtue, diflipate the forrows of a heavy heart; or unbend the
mind from its more fevere employments with innocent amufements.
When knowledge, inftead of being bound up in: books, and kept in li-
braries and retirements, is thus obtruded upon the publick; when it is
canvafled in every aflembly, and expofed upon every table; I cannot for-
bear refleting upon that paflage in the Proverds, Wifdom cryeth withour :
Ske uttereth bér voice in the [lreets : [be cxyeth in the chief place of con-
cour e, inthe openings of the gates.. In the city fhe uttercth ber words,
Sfaying, How bong, ve fimple enes, will ye love fimplicity 2 and the féorners
delight in their feorning? and fools bate knowledge ?

The many letters which come to me from perfons of the beft fenfe in
both fexes, (for I may pronounce their charaéters from their way of writ-
ing) do not a little encourage me in the profecution of this my under-
taking: befides that, my bookfeller tells me, the demand for thefe my
papers increafes daily. It is at his inftance that T fhall continue my ru-
val Speculations to the end of this month; feveral having made up Ie-
parate fets of them, as they have done before of ‘thofe relating to Wit, to
Operas, to points of Morality, or fubjects of Humour.

T am not at all mortified, when fometimes [ {fee my works thrown a-
fide by men of no tafte nor learning. There isa kind of heavinefs and
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ignorance that hangs upon the minds of ordinary men, which is too thick
for knowledge to break through:: their foulsare not to be enlightned,

Nox atre cava circumvolat wmbra.,

To thefe I muft apply the fable of the Mole, That after having con~
fulted many Oculifts for the bettering of bis fight, was at laft provided
with a good pair of fpeétacles; but upon his endeavouring to make ufe
of them, his mother told himwery prudently, * That fpe&acles, though
« they might help the eye of a man, could be of no ufe to a Mele.” It
is not therefore for the benefit of Moles that I publith thefe my daily
Eiffaysoia :

But befidesfuch asare Moles through ignorance, there are others who
are Moles through envy. | As:tias faid i the Latin- proverb, % That one
s.man is a wolf toanother;” fo, generally fpeaking, one Authér is a
Mole to another Author. Itisimpeflible for them to difcover beauties
in one another’s works; they have eyes only for {pots and blemishes:
they can indeed fee the light, as'it'is faid of the animals which are their
namefakes, butthe ideaof it'is painful to them; they immediately fhut
their eyes upon it, ‘and!withdraw themfelves into a wilful obfourity. {
have already caught two or three of thefe dark undermining vermin, and
intend to make = ftring of them, in order to hang them up in one of my
papers, as an‘example to all fuch voluntary Moles.

N°.125. Tucfday, Fuly 24.

Ne pueri, ne tanta anmis affutfeste bella :
Neu patrie validas in vifcera vertite vires, Virg.

Yo & Y worthy friend Sir Roggr, when we are talking of the malice
i‘% d of parties, very frequently tells us an accident that happened to
“ him when he was a {chool-boy, which was at a time when the
feuds ran high between the Round-heads and Cavaliers. This worthy
Knight being . then but a ftripling, bad occafion to enquire which was
the
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