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V 6 7he FREE -HO L D E R. N°6.
the arguments for our fteady, loyal, and affeftionate adherence to KingGeorge, are fo evident from this fingle topic, that if every Briton
inftead of afpiring after private wealth or power , would fincerely defire'
t9 make his country happy, his prefent Majefty would not have a finglemalecontent in his whole dominions.

N° 6. MondaŷJanuarj 9.

Fraus enim aflr 'mgtt , non dtjfolvit perjur 'mm. Cic.

AT a time when fo many of the King's fubje&s prefent themfelves
before their refpeftive Magistrates to take the oaths required by
law, it may not be improper to awaken in the minds of my Rea¬ders a due fenfe of the engagement under which they lay themfelves. Itis a melancholy confideration , that there fhould be feveral among us fo

hardened and deluded , as to think an oath a proper fubjeft for a jeft ; and
to make this, which is one of the moft folemn afts of religion, an occa-
fion of mirth . Yet fach is the depravation of our manners at prefent,
that nothing is more frequent than to hear profligate men ridiculing, to
the beft of their abilities, thefe facred pledges of their duty and allegiance;and endeavouring to be witty upon themfelves, for daring to prevaricate
with God and man. A poor conceit of their own, or a quotation out of
Hudibras , fhall make them treat with levity an Obligation wherein theirfafety and welfare are concerned both as to this world and the next . Rail-
lery of this nature, is enough to make the hearer tremble . As thefe mif-
creants feem to glory in the profeffion of their impiety, there is no man,who has any regard to his duty, or even to his reputation , that can ap-pear in their defence. But if there are others of a more ferious turn,
who join with us deliberately in thefe religious profeffions of loyalty toour Sovereign, with any private falvo's or evafions, they would do well
to confider thofe maxims, in which all cafuifts are agreed, who havegain-ed any efteem for their learning, judgment , or morality. Thefe have una-nimoufly determined that an oath is alw;ays to be taken in the fenfe of
that authority which impofes it : and that thofe, whofe hearts do not con-

cur



N"6. The FREE -HOLDER . 377
cur with their lips in the form of thefe publick proteftations ; or who
have any mental referves, or who take an oath againft their confciences,
upon any motive whatfoever ; or with a defign to break it, or repent of
it, are guilty of perjury. Any of thefe, or the like circumftances, inftead
of alleviating the crime, make it more hainous, as they are premeditated
frauds (vvhich it is the chief defign of an oath to prevent) and the moft
flagrant inftances of infincerity to men, and irreverence to their Maker.
For this reafon, the perjury of a man, who takes an oath, with an inten-
tion to keep it, and is afterwards feduced to the violation of it, (though
a crime not to be thought of, without the greatefl horror ) is yet, in fome
refpefts, not quitefo black as the perjury abovementioned . It is indeed a
very unhappy token of the great corruption of our manners, that there
fliould be any fo inconfiderate among us, as to facrifice the ftanding and
effential duties of morality, to the views of Politicks ; and that, as in
my laß: paper, it was not unfeafonable to prove the love of our countrey
to be a virtue, fo in this there fhould be any occafion to fhew that per¬
jury is a fin. But it is our raisfortune to live in an age when fuch wild
and unnatural doftrines have prevailed among fome of our fellow-fubjeäs,
that if one looks into their fchemes of Government , they feem accor-
ding as they are in the humour, to believe that a Sovereign is not to be
rellrained by his Coronation oath, or his people by their oaths of allegi-
ance: or to reprefent them in a plainer light, in fome reigns they are for
a power and an obedience that is unlimited, and in others are for retren-
ching within the narroweft bounds, both the authority of the Prince , and
the allegiance of the fubjefr.

Now the guilt of perjury is fo felf-evident , that it was always recko-
ned among the greatefl: crimes, by thofe who were only governed by the
light of reafon : The inviolable obferving of an oath, like the other
praftical duties of Chriftianity, is a part of natural religion. As reafon
is common to all mankind, the didtates of it are the fame through the
whole fpecies: And fince every man's own heart will teil him, that there
can be no greater affront to the Deity, whom he worfhips, than to ap-
peal to him with an intention to deceive ; nor a greater injuftice to men,
than to betray them by falfe afluranees; it is no wonder that pagans and
chriftians, infidels and believers, fhould concur in a point wherein the
honour of the fupream Being, and the weffare of fociety, are
fo highly concerned . For this reafon, Tythagoras to his firft precept
of honouring the immortal Gods, immediately fubjoyns that of paying
veneration to an oath. We may fee the reverence which the HeathensVol . IV. B b b Ihewed
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fliewed to thefe facred and folemn engagements, from the ineonvenien-
ces which they often fufFered, rather than break through them .. We have
frequent inftances of this kind in the Roman Commonwealth ; whieh, as
it has been obferved by feveral eminent Tagan writers , very much excel-
led all other Tagan governments in fihe praftice of virtue . How far they
exceeded,in this particular, thofe great corrupters of Chriftiauity, and
indeed of natural reiigion, the Jefuits , may appear from their abhorrence
of every thing that looked like a fraudulent or mental evafion. Of
I mall only produce the following inftance. Several Romans this
who had been taken prifoners by Hannibal , were releafed, upon obli-
ging themfelves by an oath to return again to his camp. Among thefe
there was one, who thinking to elude the oath, went the f ne day back
to the camp on pretence of having forgot fomething . Bi this prevari-
cation was fo fhocking to the Roman Senate, that they ordered him to
be apprehended , and delivered up to Hannibal.

We may farther fee the juft fenfe the heathens had of the crime of
perjury, from the penalties which they infli&ed on the perfons guiky of
it. Perjury among the Scythians was a capital crime ; and among the
Egyptians alfo was puniflied with death, as T>iodorus Siculus relates, who
obferves that an offender of this kmd is guilty of thofe two crimes
(wherein the malignity of perjury truly confifts) a failing in his refpecT:to
the divinity, and in his faith towards men. 'Tis unneceffary to multiply
inftances of this nature, which may be found in almoft every Author who
has written on this fubjeft.

If men, who had no other guide but their reafon, confidered an oath
to be of fuch a tremendous nature, and the vioktion of it to be fo great
a crime ; it ought to make a much deeper impreffion upon minds enlight-
ened by revealed reiigion, as they have more exalted notions of the divi¬
nity . A fuppofed heathen Deity might be fo poor in his attributes, fo
ftinted in his knovvledge, goodnefs, or power, that a pagan might hope
to conceal his perjury from his notice, or not to provoke him, jfhould he
be difcovered ; or Ihould he provoke him, not to be punifhed by him.
Nay, he might have produced examples of fahhood and perjury in the
Gods themfelves, to whom he appealed. ßut as revealed Religion has
givenus a more juft and clear idea of the divine nature , He , whom we
appeal to, is Truth it felf, the great fearcher of hearts, who will not !et
fraud and fahhood go unpunilhed, or hold htm gu 'iltlefs that taketh his
name in .vain . And as with regard to the Deity, fo likewife with regard
to man, the Obligation of an oath is ftronger upon Chrillians than upon

any
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any other part of mankind ; and that becaufe charity, truth , mutual con-
fidence, and all other focial duties are carried to greater heights, and en-
forced with ftronger motives, by the principles of our Religion.

Perjury, with relation to the oaths which are at prefent required by
us, has in it all the aggravating circumftances, which can attend that
crime. We take them before the Magistrates of publick juflice ; are re-
minded by the ceremony, that it is a part of that obedience which we
learn frorn the gofpel ; exprefly difavow all evafions and mental referva-
tions whatfoever ; appeal to Almighty God for the integrity of our hearts,
and only defire him to be our helper, as we fulfil the oath we there take
in his prefence. I mention thefe circumftances, to which feveral other
might be added, becaufe it is a received doftrine among thofe , who have
treated of the nature of an oath, that the greater the folemnities are which
attend it, the more they aggravate the violation of it . And here what
muftbe the fuccefs thata man can hope for whoturns a Rebel , after having
difclaimed the divine affiftance, but upon condition of being a faithful
and loyal fubjecl? He firft of all defires that God may help him, as he
(hall keep his oath, and afterwards hopes to profper in an enterprize
which is the direft breach of it.

Since therefore perjury, by the common fenfe of mankind, the reafon
of the thing, and from the whole tenor of Chriftianity, is a crime of fo
flagitiousa nature , we cannot be too careful in avoiding every approach
towards it.

The virtue of the ancient Athenians is very remarkable in the cafe of
Etiripides. This great tragick Poet , tho ' famous for the morality of his
plays, had introduced a perfon, who, being reminded of an oath he had
taken, reply'd, / fwore>with mymouth, but not with my heart . The
impiety of this fentiment fet the audience in an uproar ; made Socrates
(though an intimate friend of the Poet ) go out of the Theatre with indig-
nation; and gave fo great offence, that he was publickly accufed, and
brought upon his tryal, as one who had fuggefted an evafion of what they
thought the raoft holy and indifloluble bond of human fociety. So jea-
lous were thefe virtuous Heathens of any the fmalleft hint, that might o-
pen a way to perjury.

And hefe it highly imports us to confider, that we do not only break
our oath of allegiance by aclual rebellion, but by all thofe other methods
which have a natural and manifeft tendency to it . The guilt may lie up¬
on a man, where the penalty cannot take hold of him. Thofe who fpeak
irreverently of the perfon to whom they have fworn allegiance; who en-
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deavour to alienate from him the hearts of his fubjecls; or to infpire the
people with difaffeftion to his governmenr , cannot be thought to be true
to the oath they have taken . And as for thofe, who by concerted fal-
Ihoods and defamations endeavour to blemilh his charafter , or weaken
his authority ; they incur the complicated guilt both of flander and per-
jury . The moral crime is compleated in fuch offenders, and there are
only accidental circumüances wanting, to work it up for the cognizancs
of the law.

Nor is it fufficient for a man, who has given thefe folemn aflitrances to
his Prince , to forbear the doinghim any evil, unlefs at the fame time he
do him all the good he can in his proper ftation of life.

Loyalty is of an aftive nature, and ought to difcover it felf in all the
inftances of zeal and affedtion to our Sovereign : And if we carefully ex-
amine the duty of that allegiance which we pledge to his Ma jelly, by
the oaths that are tendred to us, we ftiall find that We do not only re-
nounce, refufe, and abjure any allegiance or obedience to the Tretender,
but, Swear to defend King George to the utmofl of our power , againfl all
traiterous conffiracies and attempts whatßever , and to difclofe and make
known to his Ma/eßjy, all treafons and traiterous conffiracies, which we
Jhall know to be againß him.

To conclude, as among thofe who have bound themfelves by thefe
facred obligations, the aäual traytor or rebel is guilty of perjury in the
eye of the law ; the fecret promoter , or well-wifher of the eaufe, is fo
before the Tribunal of confcience. And though I fhould be unwilling
to pronounce the man who is indolent, or indifferent in the caufe of his
Prinee , to be abfolutely perjured ; I may venture to affirm, that he falls
very fliort of that allegiance to which he is obliged by oath. Upon the whole
we may be affured, that in a nation which is tyed down by fuch religious
and folemn engagements, the people's loyalty will keep pace with their
morality ; and that in proportion as they are fincere chriftians, they will
be faithful fubjeäs.

Fridap
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