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74 The SPECTATOR N°126:

N° 126.  Wednefday, Fuly 25.

Tros Rutulufve fuat, nullo difcrimine babebo. Virg.

N my yefterday’s paper I propofed, that the honeft men of all par-
ties thould enter into a kind of affociation for the defence of one
another and the confufion of their common enemies. As it is de-
figned this neutral body {hould act with a regard to nothing but truth
and equity, and diveft themfelves of the little heats and prepofleffions that
cleave to parties of all kinds, I have prepared for them  the following

form of an affociation, which may exprefs their intentions in the moff
plain and {imple manner.

Ve whofe names are bereunto. fubfcribedy do folermiy declare, that we
do in our Confeiences believe two and two make four; and that we Jhall
adjndge any-man whatfoever to be our enemy who endeavours to perfwade
us to the contrary. e ave likewife ready to maintain, With the hazard
of all that is near and dear to us, that fix. is tefs than feven in all times
and all places; and that ten will not be more three years hence than it
is at prefent. We do alfo firmly declare, that it is our vefolution as long
a5 we live-to call black black, and white white. And we fball upon all
occafions oppofe fuch perfons that upon any day of the year fhall call black
white, or white black, with the utmoft peril of our lives and fortunes.

Were there fuch a combination of honeft men, who without any re-
gard to places, would endeavour to extirpate all fach furious zealots as
would facrifice one half of their'country to the paffion and intereft of
the other; as alfo-fuch infamous hypocrites, that are for promoting their
own advantage, under colour of the publick good; with all the protli-
gate immoral retainers to each fide, that have notlfing to recommend
them but an implicit fubmiffion to their leaders; we fhould foon fee that
furious Party-fpirit extinguifhed, which may in time expofe us to the
derifion and contempt of all the nations about wus.
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A member of this fociety, that would thus carefully employ himfelf
in making room for merit, by throwing down the worthlefs and depraved
part of mankind from thofe confpicuous ftations of life to which they
have been fometimes advanced, and all this without any regard to his
private intereft, would be no fmall benefator to his country.

I remember to have read in Diodorus Siculus an account of a very
aftive little animal, which I think he calls the Iehnenmon, that makes it
the whole bufinefs of his life to break the eggs of the crocodile, which
he is always in fearch after. This inftinét is the more remarkable; be-
caufe the Jehnenmon never feeds upon the eggs he has broken, nor any
other way finds his account in them. Were it not for the inceflant la-
bours of this induftrious animal, Egypt, fays the Hiftorian, would be
over-run with crocodiles; for the £Egyptians are fo far from deftroying
thofe pernicious creatures, that they worfhip them as Gods.

If we look into the behaviour of ordinary partizans, we thall find them
far from refembling this difinterefted animal; and rather ating after the
example of the wild Tartars, who are ambitious of deftroying a man
of the moft extraordinary parts and accomplifhments, as thinking that up-
on his deceafe the fame talents, what-ever poft they qualified him for,
enter of courfe into his deftroyer.

Asin the whole train of my Speculations, I have endeavoured as much
as Iam able to extinguifh that pernicious {pirit of paflion and prejudice,
which rages with the fame violence in all parties, I am ftill the more
defirous of doing fome good in this particular, becaufe I obferve that
the {pirit of party reigns more in the country than in the town. It here
contradts a kind of brutality and ruftick fiercenefs, to which men of a
politer converfation are wholly flrangers. It extends it felf even to the
return of the bow and the hat; and at the fame time that the heads of
parties preferve towards one another an outward fhew of good breeding,
and keep up a perpetual intercourfe of civilities, their tools that are dif-
perfed in thefe outlying parts will not fo much as mingle together at a
cock-match. This humour fills the country with feveral periodical meet-
ings of whig jockeys and tory fox-hunters; not to mention the innume-
rable curfes, frowns, and whifpers it producesat a Quarter-feflions.

I do not know whether 1 have obferved in any of my former papers,
that my friends Sir Rocer pe Coverry and Sir Axprew FRrREE-
rorT are of different principles, the firft of them inclined to the /ended
and the other to the moneyed intereft. This humour is fo moderate in
each of them, that it proceeds no farther than to ‘an agreeable raillery,

K2 which
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which very often diverts the reft of the club. I find however that the
Knight is a much ftronger Tory in the country than in town, which, ag
he has told me in my ear, is abfolutely neceflary for the keeping up his
intereft. In all our journey from Loudon to his houfe we did not fo much
as bait at 2 Whig-inn; or if by chance the coachman {topped at a wrong
place, one of Sir RocEr’s {ervants would ride up to his mafter full fpeed,
and whifper to him that the mafter of the houfe was againft fuch an one
in the laft eletion. This often betrayed us into hard beds and bad cheer;
for we were not fo inquifitive about the Inn as the Inn-keeper; and pro-
vided our landlord’s principles were found, did not take any notice of the
{talenefs of his provifions. This1 found {till the more inconvenient, be.
caufe the better the Hoft was,the worfe generally were his accommodati_
ons; the fellow knowing very well, that thofe who were his friends
would take up with coarfe diet'and an hard lodging. For thefe reafons,
all the while I was upon the road, 1 dreaded entring into an houfe of any
one that Sir Rocer had applauded for an honeft' man.

Since my ftay at Sir RocGEeR’s in the country, I daily find more int
ftances of this narrow party-humour. Being upon the bowling-green at ‘a
neighbouring market-town the other day, (for that is the place where
the Gentlemen of one fide meet once a week) I obferved a flranger a-
mong them of a better prefence and genteeler behaviour than ordinary ;
but was much furprized, that notwithftanding he was a very fair better,
no body would take him up. But upon enquiry I found, that he was
one who had given a difagreeable vote ina former Parliament, for which
reafon there was not a man upon that bowling-green who would have
{o much correfpondence with him as to win his money of him.

Among other inftances of this nature, T muft not omit one which
concerns my {elfc il Wimble was the other day relating feveral ftrange
ftories that he had picked up no body knows where of a certain great
man 3 -and upon my ftaring at him, asone that was {urprized to hear fuch
things in the country, which had never been fo much as!whifpered in
the town, #7i// {topped fhort in the thread of his difcourfe, and after
dinner asked my friend Sir Roerr inhis ear if he was fure that I was
not a fanatick.

It gives me a ferious concern to fee fuch a fpirit of diffenfion in the
country; not only as it deftroys virtue and common fenfe, and renders
usin a manner Barbarians towards one another, but as it perpetuates our
animofities, widens our breaches, and tranfmits our prefent paflions and
prejudices to our pofterity.  For my own part, Iam fometimes afraid

that
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that I difcover the feeds of a Civil War in thefe our divifions: and there-
fore cannot but bewail, as in their firft principles, the miferies and cala-

mities of our children.

Ne 127, Thur[days Fuly 26.

memmenee Quantum. €ft 11 sebus inane? Perls

to fit about-a pot of coffee; and hear the old Knight read Dyer’s let-

ters which he does with his {peétacles upon his:nofe, and in an audi-
ble voice, {miling very often at thofe little {trokes of Satyr, which are {o
frequent in the writings of that Author. I afterwards: communicate to
the Knight fuch packets as I receive under the quality of Seecrazor.
The following letter chancing to pleale him more than ordinary, I fhall
publifh it at his requeft.

IT is our-cuftom at Sir RocER’s, upon the coming in of the Poft,

Mr. SPECTATOR,

¢¢ \V OU have diverted the town almoft a whole month at the expence
« of the country; it is mow high time that you fhould give

« the country their revenge. Since your withdrawing from this place,
s« the fair fex are runinto great extravagancies. Lheir petticoats, which
« began to heave and fwell before you left us, are now blown up into a
s« moft enormous concave, and rife every day more and more: in fhort,
« Sir, fince our women know themfelves to be out of the eye of the
« SpECTATOR, they will be kept within no compafs. " You praifed
« them a little too foon, for the modefty of their head-dreffes: for as
«¢ the humour of a fick perfon is often driven out of one limb into ano-
« ther, their fuperfluity of ornaments, inftead of being entirely banifh-
« gd, feems only fallen from their heads upon their lower parts.  What
< they have loft in heighth they make up in breadth, and contrary to all
s« rules of ‘architeture widen the foundations at the fame time that they
« fhorten the fuperftruure. Were they, like Spani/b jennets, to im-
“ preguate by the wind, they could not have thought on a more proper
“ invention.
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