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~ N 130... .Monday,. Jaly 30.

------- Semperque recentes -
Convellare j;ﬁ:mﬁ jf),’-“;ﬂﬂ’(lf, et vivere rapio. 'V.ii'g.

S I was yefterday riding out in the fields with my friend Sir Ro-
GER, we faw at a little diftance from us a troop of Gypfies. Up-
" on the firft difcovery of them, my friend was in fome doubt
whether he fhould not exert the Faffice of Peace upon fuch a band of
lawlefs vagrants; but not having his Clerk with him, who is a neceffary
counfellor on thefe occafions, and fearing that his poultry might fare
the worle for 1t, he let the thought drop. But at the fame time gave
me a particular account of the mifchiefs they do in the country, in {teal-
ing peoples goods and fpoiling their fervants. If a ftray piece of linnen
hangs upon an hedge, fays SirRoGer, they are fure to have it; if a hog
lofes his way in the fields, it is ten to one but he becomes their prey; our
geele cannot live in peace for them; ifa ;man profecutes them with fe-
verity, his hen-rooft it fure to pay for it: they generally ftraggle into
thefe parts about this time of the year; and fet the heads of our fervant-
maids fo agog for husbands, that we do not expe to have any bufinefs
done, as it fhould be, whillt they are in the country. 1 have an honeft
dairy-maid who crofles their hands with a piece of filver every fummer :
and never, fails being promifed the handfomeft young fellow in the parij};
for her pains. Your friend the Butler has been fool enough to be fedu-
ced by them; and though he is fure to lofe a knife, a fork, or a fpoon
every time his fortune is told him, generally fhuts himfelf up in the pan-
try with an old Gypfie for above half an hour once in a tivelve-month.
Sweet-hearts are the things they live upon, which they beftow very
plentifully upon all thofe that apply themfelves to them. "You fee now
and then fome handfome young Jades among them: the Sluts have very
often white teeth and black eyes.
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Sir Rocer obferving that [ liftned with great attention te-his ac-
count of a people who were fo entirely new to me, told me, That if I
would, they {hould tell us our fortunes. As I wasvery well pleafed with
the Knight's propofal, we rid up and communicated our hands to them.
A (Caffandralof the crew, after having examined my lines very diligently,
told me, That I loved a pretty maid in accorner, that Fwas:a good wo-
mian’s man, with {ome other particulars which I do not think. proper to
relate; My friend Sir Rocer alighted from his hotfe, and expofing
his palm to two or three that {tood by him, they crumpled it into: all
fhapes, and diligently {canned every wrinkle that could: be made in it;
when oneof them who was older-and more fun-burnt than the reft, told
him, That he had a widow in his line. of life: uwpon ‘which:the Knight
eryedy'Go, go, you are an'idle baggage; and at the fame time {miled
upon me. ~ The Gypfie finding he ‘was not difpleafed in his heart, told
him after a further enquiry into his hand, that his true-love was:conftant,
anid that fhe fhould dreamof him. to night. - My old: friend cryed Pifh,
and bid 'her go on.  The Gypfie rold him that he wasa Batcheleur, but
would 'not be fo long; and that he was dearer to fome body'than 'he
thought: The Knight ftill tepeated, fhe was an idle baggage, and bid het
go on.” ' Ah Mafter, fays the Gypfie, that roguifh leer of yours makes a
pretty woman’s heart ake ; you ha'n’t that {imper about the mouth for
nothing The uncouth gibberifh with which- all this was uttered like
the darknefs of an'Oracle; made us the more attentive to it. Tobe fhort,
the Knight left the money with her that he had croiled her hand with,
and got upagain on his horfe.

As we were riding away, Sir Rocer told me, that he knew' {everal
fenfible people’ who believed thefe: Gypfiesnow and  then foretold very
{trange things 5 and for half an hour together appeared more jocund than
ordinary. ‘In the heightof this good humour, meeting/a ;common beg-
gar upon ‘the road 'whowas no conjurer, as he went to'relieve him he
found his ‘pocket was picked: that being a kind of Palmiftry at which
this race of vermin are very dexterous.

I might here entertain my Reader with “hiftorical Retarks on this
idle profligate people, who infeft all the countries of Zurgpe, and live in
the mid{t of Governmentsin a kind of Common-wealth by themfelves.
But inftead of entering into obfervations of this nature, Iihall fill the re-
maining .part of my paper with a ftory which is ftill freth in Heldand,and
was printed in one of our monthly accounts about twenty years ago.
« As the Trekfthuyt, or Hackney-boat, which carries paflengers from

“ Leiden
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« Leiden to Amflerdam, was putting off, a boy running along the fide
« of the canal, defired to be taken in; which the mafter of the boat,
¢« refufed, becaufe the lad had net quite money enough to pay the ufual
« fare. An eminent Merchant being pleafed with the looks of the boy,
« and fecretly touched with compaflion towards him, paid the money
« for him, and ordered him to be taken on board. “Upon talking with
“ him afterwards, he found that he could fpeak readily in three or four
« languages, and learned upon further examination that he had been {toln
« away when he was a child by a Gypfy, and had rambled ever {ince
% with a gang of thofe firollers up and down feveral parts of Europe,
« It happened thatthe Merchant, whofe heart feems to have inclined to-
% wards the boy by a fecret kind of Inflinét, had himfelf loft a child
« fome years before. The parents, after a long fearch for him, gave
¢ him for drowned in one of the canals with which that country abounds;
 and the mother was fo afflicted at the lofs of a fine boy, who was her
« only fon, that fhe died for grief of it.. Upon laying together all parti-
“ culars, and examining the feveral moles and marks by which the mo-
« ther ufed to defcribe the child when he was fir{t miffing, the boy pro-
« ved to be the fon of the Merchant, whofe heart had {fo unaccountably
“« melted at the fight of him.. The lad was very well pleafed to find a
« father who was fo rich, and likely to leave him a good eftate; the
« father, on the other hand, was not a little delighted to fee a fon return
« to him, whom he had given for loft, with fuch a firength of Conftitu-
« tion, fharpnels of Underftanding, and skill in Languages.” = Here the
printed {tory leaves off; but if I may give credit to reports, ous lin-
guift having received fuch extraordinary rudiments towards a good < u-
cation, was afterwards trained up in every thing that becorues a Gentle-
man; wearing off by little and little all the vicious habits and practices
that he had been ufed to in the courfe of his peregrinations: Nay, it 1§
faid, that he has fince been employed in foreign Courts upon national
bufinefs, with great reputation to himfelf, and honour to thofe who ient
him, and that he has vifited feveral countries as a publick Minifter, in
which he formerly wandered asa Gypfy.

Tuefdays
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