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N° 12.  Monday, Fanuary 30.

Quapropter, de Jummé falute vefira, P.C. d¢ vefbris conjugibus.
ac liberis, de aris ac focis, de fanis ac templis; de totius urbis.
teilis ac [edibus, de imperio, de libertate, de falute patrie,
deque univer/s republica decernite diligenter, ut mftutusfiss, ac
fortiter. Cic,

an abhorrence of the Grear Rebellion, which involved this na.

tion in fo many calamities, and ended in the murder of their So-
vereign ;. it may not be unfeafonable to fhew the guilt of rebellion in.
general, and of that rebellion in particular which is ftirred up againit his
prefent Majefty..

That rebellion is one of the moft heinous crimes which it is in the
power of man to.commit, may appear from f{everal confiderations. Firff,
as it deftroys the end of all government; and the benefits of civil fociety.
Government was inftituted for maintaining the peace,. fafety, and happi-
nefs of a people. Thefe great ends are brought about by a general con-
formity and fubmiffion to- that frame of laws which is eftablifhed in every.
eommunity, for the proteétion of the innocent, and the punithment of
the guilty. As on the one fide men are fecured in the quiet pofleffion of
their lives,. properties,. and every thing they have a right to: fo on the
other fide, thofe who offer them any injury in thefe particulars, are fub-
je& to penalties proportioned to their refpe&ive offences. Government
therefore mitigates the inequality of power among particular perfons, and
makes an innocent man, though of the loweft rank, a match for the
mightieft of his fellow-{ubjecs ; fince he has the force of the whole com-
munity on his fide, which is able to controul the infolence or injuftice of
any private oppreffor. Now rebellion difappoints all thefe ends and be-
nefits of government, by raifing a power in oppofition to that authority
which has been eftablified among a people for their mutual welfare and

defence.

T HIS day having been fet apart by publick authority to raife in us
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defence. So that rebellion is as great an evil to fociety, as government
itfelf is a blefling.

Ia the next place, rebellion is a viclation of thofe engagements, which
every government exaéts from fuch perfons as live under it; and confe-
quently, the moft bafe and pernicious inftance of treachery and perfidi-
oufnefs. The guilt of rebellion increafes in proportion as thefe engage-
ments are more folemn and obligatory. Thus if a man makes his way to
rebellion through perjury, he gives additional horrors to that crime, which
is in itfelf of the blackeit nature.

We may likewife confider rebellion as a greater complication of wick-
ednels than any other crime we can commit. It is big with rapine, fa-
crilege, and murder. It is dreadful in its mildeft eflects, as it impove-
rithes the publick ; ruins particular families ; begets and perpetuates ha-
treds among fellow-fubjeéts, friends, and relations ; makes a country the
feat of war and defolation, and expofes it to the attempts of ics foreign
enemies. In fhort, as it is impoflible for it to take effect, or to make
the fmalleft progrefs, but through a gontinued courfe of violence and
bloodfhed ; a robber or a murderer looks like an innocent man, when
we compare him with a rebel.

I fhall only add, that as in the fubordination of a government the King
is offended by any infults or oppofitions to an inferior Magiftrate ; fo the
fovereign Ruler of the univerfe is affronted by a breach of allegiance to
thofe whom he has fet over us; Providence having delegated to the fu-
pream Magiltrate in every country the fame power for the good of men,
which that fupream Magiftrate transfers to thofe feveral officers and fub-
ftitutes who a& under him, for the preferving of order and juftice.

Now if we take a view of the prefent rebellion which is formed againft
his Majefty, we fhall find in it all the guilt that is naturally inherent in this
crime, without any fingle circumftance to alleviate it. Infurrections a-
mong a people to refcue themfelves from the moft violent and illegal op-
preflions ; to throw off a tyranny that makes property precarious, and
life painful ; to preferve their laws and their religion to themfelves and
their pofterity; are excufed from the neceflity of fuch an undertaking,
when no other means are left for the fecurity of every thing that is dear
and valuable to reafonable creatures. By the frame of our conftitution,
the duties of proteétion and allegiance are reciprocal ; and as the fafety
of a community is the ultimate end and defign of government, when
this, initead of being preferved, is manifeftly deftroyed, civil focieties
are excufable before God and man, if they endeavour to recover them-
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felves out of fo miferable a condition. For in fuch a cafe government
becomes an evil inftead of a blefling, "and is not at all preferable to a ftate
of anarchy and mutual independence. For thefe reafons, we have fcarce
ever yet heard of an infurreftion that was not either coloured with grie-
vances of the higheft kind, or countenanced by one or more branches of
the legiflature. But the prefent rebellion is formed againft a King,
whofe right has been eftablifhed by frequent Parliaments of all parties,
and recognized by the moft folemn oaths; who has not been charged
with one illegal proceeding ; who aéts in perfeét concert with the Lords
and Commons of the realm ; who is famed for his equity and goodnefs,
and has already very much advanced the reputation and intereft of our
country. The guilt therefore of this rebellion has in it all the moft ag-
gravating circumftances ; which will ftill appear more plainly, if we con-
fider in the firft place the real motives to it.

The rebellion, which was one of the moft flagitious in itfelf, and de-
fcribed with the moft horror by hiftorians, is that of Catiline and his af-
fociates. The motives to it are difplayed at large by the Romanr writers,
in order to infpire the Reader with the urmott deteftation of it.  Catiline,
the chief of the rebellion, had been difappointed in his competition for
one of the firft offices in the government, and had involved himfelf in
fuch private debts and difficulties, as nothing could extricate him out of,
but the ruin of an adminiftration that would not eniruft him with pofts
of honour or profit. His principal accomplices were men of the fame
charalter, and animated by the fame incentives. Fhey complained that
power was lodged in the hands of the woril, to the oppreflion of the
beft ; and that places were conferred on unworthy men, to the exclufion
of themfelves and their friends. Many of them were afraid of publick
juftice for palt crimes, and fome of them {tood a&ually condemned as
traytors to their country. Thefe were joined by men of defperate for-
tunes, who hoped to find their account in the confufions of their country,
were applauded by the meaneft of the rabble, who always delighted in
change, and privately abetted by perfons of a confiderable figure, who
aimed at thofe honours and preferments which were in the pofleffion of
their rivals. Thefe are the motives with which Catiline’s rebellion is
branded in hiftory, and which are exprefly mentioned by Saduft. I fhall
leave it to every unprejudiced Reader to.compare them with the motives
which have kindled the prefent rebellion in his Majefty’s dominions,

As this Rebellion is of the moft criminal nature from its motives, fo it
ts likewife if we confider its confequences. Should it fucceed, (a f“EEO'

tion
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gtion which, God be thanked, 1s very extravagant) what muit be the
patural effe@s of it upon our Religion! What could we expeét from
an army, bleft by the Pope, headed by a zealous Roman-Catholick, ‘en-
couraged by the moft bigotted Princes of the Church of Rome, fuppor-
ted by contributions not only from thefe feveral Potentates, but from the
wealthieft of their convents, and ofhicered by Irz/b Papifts and out-laws!
Can we imagine that the Roman-Catbolicks of our own nation would fo
heartily embark in an enterprize, to the vifible hazard of their lives and
fortunes, did they only hope to enjoy their Religion under thofe laws which
‘are now in force? In fhort, the danger to the Proteftant caufe is {fo ma-
pifeft, that it would be an affront to the underftanding of the reader to
endeavour farther to prove it.

Arbitrary power is fo interwoven with Popery, and fo neceflary to in-
woduce it, fo agreeable to the education of the Pretender, fo conforma-
ble to the principles of his adherents, and fo natural to the infolence of
conquerors, that fhould our invader gain the fovereign power by violence,
there is no doubt but he would preferve it by tyranny. I fhall leave to
the Reader’s own confideration, the change of property in general, and
the utter extinétion of it in-our national funds, the inundarion of Nobles
without eftates, Prelates without bithopricks, officers civil and military
without places; and in fhort, the feveral occafions of rapine and revenge,
which would neceflarily enfue upon fuch a fatal Revolution. But by the
bleffing of Providence, and the wildom of his Majefty’s. adminiftrations
this melancholy profpeét is as diftant as it is dreadful.

Thefe are the confequences which would neceflarily attend the fuccefs
of the prefent Rebellion. Bur we will now fuppofe that the event of it
fhould for fome time remain doubtful. In this cafe we are to expectall
the miferies of a civil war: Nay, the armies of the greateft foreign Prin-
ces would be fubfifted, and all the battels of Ewurgpe fought in England.
The Rebels have already thewn us, that they want no inclination to promote
their caufe by fire and fword, where they have an opportunity of practi-
fing their barbarities. Sho Id fuch a fierce and rapacious Hoft of men, as
that which is now in the Highlands, fall down into our countrey, that is
fo. well peopled, adorned and cultivated, how would their march be di-
flinguithed by ravage and devaitation! might not we fay of them in the
fublime and beautiful words of the Prophet, defcribing the progrefs of
an enraged army from the North; Before them is as the garden of Eden,
and bebind them as the defilate wildernefs; yea, and werhing [ball eftape

them.
What
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What then can we think of a party, who would plunge their native
countrey into fuch evils as thefe; when the only avowed motive for their
proceedings is a point of Theory, that has been already determined by
thofe who are preper judges, and in whofe determination we have {
many years acquiefced. If the calamities of the nation in general can make
no impreflion on them, let them at leaft, in pity to themfelves, their
friends and dependents, forbear all open and fecret methods of encoura-
ging a Rebellion, fo deftruétive, and fo unprovoked. All human proba-
bilities are againft them; and they cannot expe@ fuccefs, but from a mi.
raculous interpofition of the Almighty. And this we may with all Chi-
ftian humility hope, will not turn againft us, who obferve thofe oaths
which we have made in his prefence; who are zealous for the fafety of
that Religion, which we think moft acceptable in his fight; and who en.

deavour to preferve that conftitution which is moft conducive to the hap-
pinefs of our countrey.

N° 13. Friday, February 3.

Ignavam fucos pecus a prefepibus arcent. Virg,

H E moft common, and indeed the moit natural divifion -of all

offences, is into thofe of omiflion and commiffion. We may

make the fame divifion of that particular fet of crimes which re-
gard human fociety. The greateft crime which can be committed againft
it is Rebellion; as was fhewn in my laft paper. The greateft crime of
omiflion, is an indifference in the particular members of a fociety, when
a Rebellion is attually begun among them. In fuch a juncture, thougha
man may be innocentof the great breach which is made upon Government,
he is highly culpable, if he does not ufe all the means that are fuitable to
his Station for reducing the community into its former flate of peace and
good order.

Qur obligation to be aétive on fuch an occafion appears from.the na-
ture of civil Government; which is an inftitution, whereby we are all
confederated together for our mutual defence and fecurity. Men th?

profefs
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