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4o6 The FREE -HOLDER . N°-la.
What then can wethink of a party , who would plunge their native

countrey into fuch evils as thefe ; when the only avowed motive for their
proceedings is a point of Theory , that has been already determined bythofe who are proper judges, and in whofe determination we have fo
many years acquiefced. If the calamities of the nation in general can make
no impreflion on them, let them at leaft, in pity to themfelves , their
friends and dependents , forbear all open and fecret methods of encoura-
ging a Rebellion, fo deftruclive, and fo unprovoked . All human proba-
bilities are againft them ; and they cannot expeft fuccefs, but from a rni-
raculous interpofition of the Almighty. And this we may with all Cbri-
ftian humility hope, will not turn againft us, who obferve thofe oaths
which we have made in his prefence ; who are zealous for the fafety of
that Religion, which we think moft acceptable in his fight ; and whoen-
deavour to preferve that Constitution which is moft conducive to the hap-
pinefs of our countrey.

N ° 13. Fridaji Februarj g.

Ignavum fucos pecus a prafe^ Jibm arcent. Virg.

TH E moft common, and indeed the moft natural divilion -of alt
offences, is into thofe of omiflion and commiftion. We may
make the fame divifion of that particular fet of crimes which re-

gard human fociety. The greateft crime which can be committed againft
it is Rebellion ; as was fliewn in my latt paper. The greateft crime of
omiflion, is an indifference in the particular members of a fociety, when
a Rebellion is adtually begun among them. In fuch a junflure , though a
man may be innocentof thegreatbreach which is made upon Government,
he is highly culpable, if he does not ufe all the means that are fuitable to
his Station for reducing the Community into its former ftateof peaceand
good order.

Our Obligation to be aftive on fuch an occafion appears from-the na-
ture of civil Government ; which is an inftitution , whereby we are all
confederated together for our mutual defence and fecurity . Men who

profefs
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profefs a-ftate of neütrality in times of publick danger, defert the com¬
mon intereit of their fellow-fubjeäs ; andaftwith independence to that
opnititution into which they are incorporated . The fafety of the whole
requires our joint endeavours . When this is at ftakc, the indifferent are
not properly a part of the community j or rather are like dead ümbs, ,
which are an incumbrance to the body, initead of being of ufe to it.
Befides that, the protection which all receive from the fame Govern¬
ment, juftly calls upon the gratitude of all to ftrengthen it , as well as upon
their felf-interell to preferve it.

But farther ; If men,who in their hearts are friends to aGovernment,forbear r
I giving it their utmoft affiltance againit its enemies, they put it in the power of

a few defperate mento ruin the welfare of thofe whoare much fuperior to
j them in itrength , number and intereft . It was a remarkable law of So/on, the.

great Legiflator of the Athenians , that any perfon who in the civil tumults and
commotions of the Republick remained neuter , ,or an indifferent fpecla-
tor of the contending parties, ihould , after the re-eftablilhmentofthe pub¬
lick peace, forfeit all his pofleffions, and be condemned , to perpetual .ba-
nilhment. This law made it neceffary for every Citizen to take his par-
ty, becaufe it was highly probable the Majority would be fo wife as to.
efpoufe that caufe which was moit agreeable to the publick . Weal , and
by that means hinder a fedition from making a fuccefsful progrefs.
At leaft, as every prudent and honeft man, who might otherwife favour ■>
any indolence in his own temper , was hereby engaged to be a&ive, fuch
a.one would be fure to join himfelf to that lide which had the good of
their country moft at heart . For this reafon their famous Law -giver
condemned the . perfons who fat idle in divifions fo dangerous to the Go¬
vernment, as Aliens to the community , and therefore to , be cut .off from, <
it as unprofitable members.

Further ; Indifference cannöt but be criminal, when it is converfant a-
bout objefts which are fo far from being of an indifferent nature , that
they are of the ..highefl: importance to our felves and our . countrey *. If it
be indifferent to us whether we are free fubjecls or flaves; whether our
Prince be of our own Religion, or of onethat obliges him to extirpate dt ;
we are in the right to give our felves no troublein the prefent junfture . .
A man governs himfelf by the diclates of vir tue and good fenfe, who
afts without zeal .or paflion in points that . are of no confequence : But
when the whole community is fliaken, and the fafety of the publick en-
dangered, the appearance of a Philofophical or an affefted indolence muft
arife either from itupidity , or perridioufnefs.. .

W.hen :i
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When in the divifion of parties amongus , men only ftrove for the firfl

place in the Prince 's favour ; when all were attached to the fame form of
government , and contended only for the higheft offices in it ; a prudent
and an honeft man might look upon the ftruggle with indifference, and
be in no great pain for the fuccefs of either fide. But at prefent the
conteft is not in reality between Whigs and Tories,but between Loyalißs
and Rebeis. Our country is not now divided into two parties, who pro-
pofe the fame end bydifferent means; but into fuch as would preferve,
and fuchas would deftroy it. Whatever denominations we might ränge our
Telves under in former times, men who have any natural love to their
country, ' or fenfe of their duty, fliould exert their united flrength in a
caufe that is common to all parties, as they are Proteftants and Brilons.
In fuch a cafe, an avowed indifference is treachery to our fellow-fubjefts;
and a lukewarm allegiance may prove as pernicious in its confequences
as treafon.

I need not repeat here whät I have proved at large in a former päper,
that we are obliged to an aclive obedience by the folemn oaths we have
taken to his Majefty; and that the neutral kind of indifference, which is
the fubjecl: of this paper, falls Ihort of that Obligation they lie Under, who
have taken fuch oaths ; as will eafily appear to any one who confiders the
form of thofe facred and religious engagements.

How then can any man anfwer it to himfelf, if, for the fake of mana-
ging his interefl or charafler among a party, or out of any perfonal pique
to thofe who are the moft confpicuous for their zeal in his Majefty's 1er-
vice, or from any other private and felf-interefted motive, he ftands as
a looker-on when the government is attacked by an open rebellion ? ef-
pecially when thofe engaged in it, cannot have the lealt profpecl: of fuc-
cefs, but by the affiftance of the ancient and hereditary enemies to the
Britißo nation. It is ftrange that thefe lukewarm friends to the govern¬
ment, whofe zeal for their Sövereign rifes and falls with their credit at
Gourt , do not conlider, before it be too late, that as they ftrengthen the
rebels by their prefent indifference, they at the fame time effablifli the
interefl; of thofe who are their rivals and eompetkors for publick pofts of
honour . When there is an end put to this rebellion, thefe Gentlemen
cannot pretend to have had any merit in fo good a work : and they may
well believe the nation will never care to fee thofe men in the higheft
-offices of tfuft, who when they are out of them, will not flir a finger inits defence.

Monday,
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