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of its inhabitants, to confider in their ornaments the advantage of the
publick as well as of their perfons. It was with the fame {pirit, though not
with the fame politenefs, that the ancient Brizifb women had the figures

tell us) to make themfelves beautiful in the eyes of their countrymen,
and terrible to their enemies. If this projet goes on, we may boaft, that
our fifter /#higs have the fineft fans, as well as the moft beautiful faces,
of any Ladies in the world. At leaft, we may venture to foretel, that
the figures in their fans will leflen the Zory intereft, much more than
thofe in the Oxford Almanacks will advance it.

— et
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ltaque quod plerumgue i atroci negotio folet, Senatus decrevit,
darent operam Confules né quid Refpublica detriments caperet.
Ea poteflas per Senatum more Romano magifiratur maxuma
permittituy, exercitum parare, bellum, gerere, coercere omnibus
modis foctos atque cives, doms militieque imperiam atque jo-
diciim fummum babere,  Aliter, fine populs juffu unll earnm
rerum, Confult jus eff. Sall.

T being the defign of thefe papers to reconcile men to their own

happinefs, by removing thofe wrong notions and prejudices which

hinder them from feeing the advantage of themielyes and their pofte-
rity in the prefent eftablifhment, I cannot but take notice of .every thing
that by the artifice of our enemies is made a matter of complaint,

Of this nature is the Sufpenfion of the Hebeas Corpus A&, by which
his Majefty has been enabled, in thefe times of danger, to {cize and detain
the perfons of fuch, who he had reafon to believe were confpiring againft
his perfon and government. The expediency and reafonablenefs of fuch
a temporary fulpenfion in the prefent junéture may appear to every con-
fiderate man, who will turn his thoughts impartially on this {ubject.
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I 'bave chofen in points of this nature to draw my arguments from the

firft principles of government, which, as they are of'_ncu party, but affep.
-ed to by every reafonable man, carry the greater weight with them, apg

are accommodated to the notions of all my Readers. Every one Knows
who has confidered the nature of government, that there muft be in each
particular form of it an abfolute and unlimited power; and thar fhis
power is lodged in the hands of thofe, who have the making of its laws,
whether by the nature of the conftitution it be in one or more perfons,
in a fingle order of men, or in a mixt body of different ranks and de-
grees. It is an abfurdity to imagine that thofe, who have the authority
of making laws, cannot fufpend any particalar law, when they think it
expedient for the publick. Without fuch a power all government woyld
be defeétive, and not armed with a fuflicient force for its own {ecurity,
As felf-prefervation by all honeft methods is the firft duty of every com-
munity, as well as ef every private perfon, fo the publick {afety is the
general view of all laws.  When therefore any law .does not conduce to

this great end, but on the contrary in fome extraordinary and unnatural
junétures, the very obfervation of it would endanger the community, that
Jaw ought to be laid .afleep for fuch a time, by the proper authority,

Thus the very intention of our Habeas Corpus A&, namely, the prefer-
vation of the liberties of the fubje®, abfolutely requires that a&t to be

now fufpended, fince the confinement of dangerous and fufpected per-
{ons, who might flrengthen this rebellion, and fpread a civil war through

all parts of this kingdom, fecures to us our civil rights, and every thing
that.can be valuable to a free people.
As every government muft in its nature be armed with fuch an autho-

tity, we-may obferve that thofe governments which have been the -moft

famous for publick {pirit, and the moft jealous of their liberty, have ne-
ver failed to exert it upon proper occafions.  There cannot be a greater
inftance of this, than in the old commonwealth of Rome, who flattered
them{elves with an opinion that their government had in it a due temper
of ‘the ‘regal, ‘noble, and popular power, reprefented by the Confuls, the
Senators,and the Tribunes. The regal part was however in feveral poin(s
notorioully defective, and particularly becaufe the Confiils’had not a ne-
gative in the pafiing of alaw, as the other two branches had. 'Neéverthe-
lefs in this goverhment, when the republick was'threatened with any great

‘and imminent danger, they thought it for the common fafety 'to appoint

atemporary Dictator,invefted with the whole power of the three branches;

‘who, when the danger was over, retired againinto the community, and

left
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left the government in its natural fituation. But what is more to out
cafe, the confular power itfelf, though infinitely fhort of the regal power
.in Grear Britain, was intrufted with the whole authority which the legi-
flature has put into the hands of his Majefty. We have an eminent in-
flance of this in the motto of my paper, which I fhall tranflate for the
benefit of the Englifb Reader, after having advertifed him, that the
power there given to the Conful, was in the time of a confpiracy. The
[enate therefore made a decree, as ufisaly when they have matters before
them of [o horrid a nature, That the Confuls [bould take care the com-
mon-wealth did wot fuffer any prejudice. By virtue of this very great
prwer which the Senate allows to the Magiftrate, according to the ancient
cuffors of Rome, be may raife an army, wage war, make ufe of all kinds
of methods to reflrain the affociates and citizens of Rome, and exercife
the fupreme authority both at home and abroad in matters civil and mili-
tary ; whereas otherwife the Conful is not invefled with any of thefe
powers without the exprefs command of the people.

There now only remains to fhew, that his Majefty is legally poffefled
of this power ; and that the neceflity of the prefent affairs requires he
fhould be fo. He is entrufted with it by the legiflature of’ the nation ;
and in the very notion of a legiflature is implied a power to change, re-
peal, and fufpend what laws are in Being, as well as to make what new
laws they fhall think fit for the good of the people. This is fo uncon-
troverted a maxim, that I believe never any body attempted to refute it.
Qur legiflature have however had that juft regard for their fellow-fubjeéts,
2 not to entertain a thought of abrogating this law, but only to hinder
it from operating at a time when it would endanger the conftitution.
The King is empowered to at but for a few months by virtue of this
fufpenfion ; and by that means differs from a King of France, or any o-
ther tyrannical Prince, who in times of peace and tranquillity, and upon
what occafion he pleafes, fends any of his fubje@s out of the knowledge
of their friends into fuch caftles,dungeons, or imprifonments as he thinks
fit. Nor did the legiflature do any thing in this that was unprecedented,
The Habeas Corpus A& was made but about five and thirty years ago,
and fince that time has been fufpended four times before his prefent Ma-
Jefty’s acceffion to the throne : twice under the reign of King #illiam
and Queen Mary ; once under the reign of King #illiam; and once
under the reign of Queen Anze.

The necetlity of this law at this time arofe from the profpe@ of an
invafion, which has fince broke out into an actual rebellion ; and from

Vou. IV, Ggg infor-
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informations of fecret and dangerous pradtices among men of confide-
rable figure, who could not have been prevented from doing mifchief to
their country but by fuch a fufpenfion of this A& of Parliament.

I cannot however but obferve, that notwithftanding the lawfulnefs
and neceffity of fuch a fufpenfion, had not the Rebellion broke out after
the pafling of this a& of Parliament, I do not know how thofe who had
been the moft inftrumental in procuring it, could have efcaped that po.
pular odium, which their malicious and artful enemies have now in vain
endeavoured to flir up againft them. Had it been poffible for the vigi-
Jance and endeavours of a Miniftry to have hindered even the attempts,
of an invafion, their very endeavours might have proved prejudicial to
them. Their prudent and refolute precautions would have turned to
their difadvantage, had they not been juftified by thofe events, which
they did all that was in their power to obviate. This naturally brings
to mind the refle@ion of Tw/lyin the like circumftances, 744z amidft the
divifions of Rome, a man was in an unbappy condition who bad a fhare
in the adminiftration, nay even-in the prefervation of the Commonwealth,
O conditionem miferam non modo adminiftrand®, verum etiam con-
fervande Reipublice! b i

Befides, every unprejudiced man will confider how mildly and equi--
tably this power has been ufed. The perfons confined have been trea-
ted with all poffible humanity, and abridged of nothing but the liberty
of hurting their country, and very probably of ruining both themfelves
and their families. And as to the numbers of thofe who are under, this
fhort reftraint, it is very obfervable, that people do not feem fo much
furprized at the confinement of fome, as at the liberty of many others.
But we may from hence conclude, what every Engli/bman muit obferve
with great pleafure, that his Majelty does not in this great point regulate
himfelf by any private jealoufies or fufpicions, but by thofe evidences and
informations he has received. : ,

“We have already found the good confequences of this {ufpenfion, in that
it ‘has* hindered the Rebellion from gathering the ftrength it would other-
wife 'have ‘gained ; not to mention thofe numbers it has kept from enga-
gingin fo delperate an enterprize, with the many lives it has preferved,
and the defolations it has prevented.

““For thefe and many other reafons, the reprefentatives of Great Britain
in Patliament could never have anfwered it to the people they reprefent,
who have found fuch great benefits from the fufpenfion of tI}_e_Hfziﬂ-?{f!
Gorpus A& and without it muft have felt fuch fatal confequences, ‘Ead
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they not, in a'cafe of fuch great neceflity, made ufe of this cuftomary, legal
and ‘reafonable method for fecuring his Majefty on the Throne, and their
Country-from ‘mifery or ruin.

3 b 1 Friday, February 17-

i

——Hic niger eft: bunc tu, Romane, caveto. Hor.

E are told that in Turkey, when any man is the Author of no-

torious falfhoods, it is ufual to blacken the whole front of his

houfe: Nay we have fometimes heard, that an Embaflador whofe
bufiwefs it is (if 1 may quote his charatter in Sir Henry Wottow's words)
t lyé for the good of bis countrey, has fometimes had this mark fet upon
his houfes when he has been detected in any piece of feigned intelligence,
that has prejudiced the Government,and mif-led the minds of the people.
One ¢ould almoft wifh that the habitations of {fuch of our own countrey-
men as deal in forgeries detrimental to the publick, were diftinguifhed in
the fame manner; that their fellow-fubjeés might be cautioned not to be
too éafy in giving credit to them. Were fuch a method put in practice,
this' Metropolis would be ftrangely checquered; fome entire parifhes
would be in mourning, and feveral fireets darkned from one end to the
other.
But I have given my thoughtsin two preceding papers, both on thein-
ventors and the believers of thefe publick falthoods and calumnies,and fhall
here fpeak of that contempt with which they are and ought to be recei-
ved by thofe in high {tations, ac whom they are levelled. Any perfon
indeed, who is zealous for promoting the intereft of his country, muit
conquer all that tendernefs and delicacy which may make him afraid of
being ill fpoken of'; or his endeavours_will often produce no lefs uneafinefs
to himfelf, than benefit to the publick{Among a people who indulge them-
felves inthe utmoft freedoms of thouﬁh{ and fpeech,a man muik either be
infignificant, or able to bear an undeferved reproach. ¥ A true Patriot may
comfort himfelf under the attacks of falthood and oE)loquy, from feveral

motives and refledtions. i
Gggz in
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