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they not, in a'cafe of fuch great neceflity, made ufe of this cuftomary, legal
and ‘reafonable method for fecuring his Majefty on the Throne, and their
Country-from ‘mifery or ruin.

3 b 1 Friday, February 17-

i

——Hic niger eft: bunc tu, Romane, caveto. Hor.

E are told that in Turkey, when any man is the Author of no-

torious falfhoods, it is ufual to blacken the whole front of his

houfe: Nay we have fometimes heard, that an Embaflador whofe
bufiwefs it is (if 1 may quote his charatter in Sir Henry Wottow's words)
t lyé for the good of bis countrey, has fometimes had this mark fet upon
his houfes when he has been detected in any piece of feigned intelligence,
that has prejudiced the Government,and mif-led the minds of the people.
One ¢ould almoft wifh that the habitations of {fuch of our own countrey-
men as deal in forgeries detrimental to the publick, were diftinguifhed in
the fame manner; that their fellow-fubjeés might be cautioned not to be
too éafy in giving credit to them. Were fuch a method put in practice,
this' Metropolis would be ftrangely checquered; fome entire parifhes
would be in mourning, and feveral fireets darkned from one end to the
other.
But I have given my thoughtsin two preceding papers, both on thein-
ventors and the believers of thefe publick falthoods and calumnies,and fhall
here fpeak of that contempt with which they are and ought to be recei-
ved by thofe in high {tations, ac whom they are levelled. Any perfon
indeed, who is zealous for promoting the intereft of his country, muit
conquer all that tendernefs and delicacy which may make him afraid of
being ill fpoken of'; or his endeavours_will often produce no lefs uneafinefs
to himfelf, than benefit to the publick{Among a people who indulge them-
felves inthe utmoft freedoms of thouﬁh{ and fpeech,a man muik either be
infignificant, or able to bear an undeferved reproach. ¥ A true Patriot may
comfort himfelf under the attacks of falthood and oE)loquy, from feveral

motives and refledtions. i
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In the firft place he fhould confider, that the chief of his antagonifts
are generally ated by a fpirit of envy; which would not rife againft him,
if it were not provoked by his defert. A Statefman, who is potleit of
real merit, thould look upon his political cenfurers with the fame negleﬁp
that a good writer regards his Criticks; who are generally a race of mep
that are not able to difcover the beauties of a work they examine, and
deny that approbation to others, which they never met with themfelyes,
Patriots therefore fhould rather rejoyce in the fuccefs of their honeft de-
figns, than be mortified by thefe who mifreprefent them.

They fhould likewife confider, that not only envy, but vanity has a
fhare in the detraction of their adverfaries. Such afperfions therefore do
them honour at the fame time that they are intended to leflen their repu-
tation. They fhould refle&t, That thofe who endeavour to flir up the
multitude againit them, do it to be thought confiderable; and not a lit-
tle applaud themfelves in a talent that can raife clamours out of nothing,
and throw a ferment among the people, by murmursor complaints, which
they know in their own hearts are altogether groundlefs. There isa
pleafant inftance of this nature recorded at length in the firit book ofthe
Annals of Tacitus. When a great part of the Roman legions were in a
difpofition to mutiny, an impudent varlet, who was a private Centinel,
being mounted upon the fhoulders of his Fellow-foldiers; and refolved to
try the power of his eloquence, addrefled himfelf to the army, in all the
poftures of an Orator, after the following manner: Zox have given Ji-
berty to thefe miferable men, faid he, (pointing te fome criminals whom
they had refcued) bur which of you can reflore life to my brother 2 Who
can give me back my brother ? He was murdered no longer ago than laft
nights by the hands of thofe ruffians, who are entertained by the General
to butcher the poor Soldiery. Tell me, Blefus, (for that was the pame
of the General, who was then fitting on the Tribunal) zel/ wme, where
baft thow caft bis dead body? An’ enemy does not gradge the Rites of bu-
rial.  When I bave tired my felf with kiffing bis cold corps, and weep-
ing gver it, oider me to be flain uponit.  AUT ask of my fellow-foldiers,
Sfince we both die in their caufe, is, that they would lay me in the fame
grave with wiy brother. The whole army was in an uproar at this moving
fpeech, and refolved to'do the fpealer juftice, when, upon enquiry, they
found that he never had a brother in hislife; and that he had ftirred up
the fedition only to thew his parts.

Publick Minifters would likewife do well to confider, that the princi-
pal Authors of {uch reproaches as are caft upon them, are thofe who have

a
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a mind to get their places: and as for a cenfure arifing from this motive,
it is in their power to efcape it when they pleafe, and turn it upon their
competitors. Malecontents of an inferiour charaéter are aéted by the
fame principle; for fo long as there are employments of all fizes, there
will be murmurers of all degrees. I have heard of a Country-gentleman,
who made a very long and melancholy complaint to the late Duke of
Buckingham, when he was in great power at Court, of feveral publick
grievances. The Duke, after having given him a very patient hearing,
My dear friend, {ays he, this is but too true; but I have thought of an ex«
edient which will fot all things right, and that very foon.. His country
friend asked him, what it was. 2oz muft know, fays the Duke, there's 2
place of five bundred pounds a year fallen this very morning, which I in-
tend to put you in poffeffion of. The Gentleman thanked his Grace, went
away fatisfied, and thought the nation the happieft under Heaven, du-
ring that whole Miniftry.

But farther, every man in a publick ftation ought to confider, that
when there are two different parties in a nation, theéy will fee things in
different lights. An aétion, however conducive to the good of their coun-
try, will be reprefented by the artful and appear to the ignorant as pre-
judicial to it.  Since I have here, according to the ufual liberty of Effay-
writers, rambled into feveral ftories, I fhall fetch one to my prefent. pur-
pofe out of the Perfian hiftory. We there read of ‘a virtuous young
Emperor, who was very much affli&ted to find his a&ions mifconftrued
and defamed by a party among his fubjeéts that favoured another intereft.
As he was one day fitting among the Minifters of his Divan, and amu-
fing himfelf after the Eaffern manner, with the {olution of difficult Pro-
blems and /Enigma’s, he propofed to them in his turn the following one,
What is the tree that bears three bundred and fixty five leaves, which are
all black on the one fide, and white on the other 2 His Grand Vizier im-
mediately replied, 1t was the year which confifted of three hundred and
fixty five days and nights: Bur Sir, {ays he, permit me at the fame time
10 take motice, that thefe leaves reprefent your attions, which carry diffe-
rent faces to your friends and encmies, and will always appear black to
thefe who are refolved only to look upon the wrong [ide of them.

A virtuous man therefore who lays out his endeavours for the good of
his country, fhould never be troubled at the reports which are made of
him, fo long as he is confcious of his own integrity. He fhould rather
bepleafed to find people defcanting upon his actions, becaufe when they
are thoroughly canvafled and examined, they are fure in the end to turn

to
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to his henour and advantage. The reafonable and unprejudiced part of
mankind will be of his fide, and rejoyce to lee their common _intereft
lodged in fuch, honeft hands. A ftrift examination of a great man’s cha-
racter, is like:the, trial. of a fulpecied chaftity, which was made Ja!m(?n,g
the Fews by the waters of jealoufy. Mo/es affures us that the crimigal
‘burit upon the drinking of them; but if fhe was accufed wrongfully, the
Rabbins tell us, they heightened her charms, and made her much more
amiable than before: fo that they deftroyed the guilty, but beautified the
innocent. ‘

N° 18. Lriday, February 2o0.

----- Tnopem me copia fecis. _ Ovid.

Very Englifbmar will be a good fubje@ to King Gesrge, in propor-,
E tion as he is.a good Englifbman, and a lover of the conftitution of
his country. - In order to awaken in my Readers the love of this
their conftitution, it may be neceflary to fet forth its fuperior excellency
to that form of government, which many wicked and ignorant men have
..of late years endeavoured to introduce among us. I fhall not therefore
think it improper to take notice from time to time of any particular ad
of power, exerted by thofe among whom the Pretender to his Ma-
jefty’s Crown has been educated; which would prove fatal to this nation,
thould it be conquered and governed by a perfon, who, in all probabi-
lity, would put in praftice the politicks in which he has been fo long
inftruéted.

There has been nothing more obfervable in the reign of his prefent
Gallick Majelty, than the method he has taken for fupplying his Exche-
quer with a neceflary fum of mony. The ways and means for raifing it
has been an ediét, or 2 command in writing figned by himfelf, to encreafe
the value of Louis 4 Ors from fourteen to fixteen Livres, by vertue of
a new. {tamp which fhall be ftruck upon them. As this method will bring
all the gold of the kingdom into his hands, it is provided by the fame
ediét that they fhall be payed-out again to the people at twenty Livres

each;
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