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f$ f FREE -HOLDER 41^
they not, in a cafe of fuch great neceffity, made ufe of this cuftomary, legal
and reafonable method for fecuring his Majefty on the Throne, and their
Country from mifery or ruin.
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E are told that in Turkey, when any man is the Author of no-
torious falflioods, it is ufual to blacken the whole front of his
houfe: Nay we have fometimes heard, that an Embaffador whofe

bußnefs it is (if I may cjuote his charafter in Sir Henry Wotton\ words)
to lye for the good of bis countrey, has fometimes had this mark fet upon
bis houfe; when he has been detefted in any piece of feigned intelligence,
that has prejudiced the Government, and mif-led the minds of the people.
One could almoft wifli that the habitations of fuch of our own countrey-
men as deal in forgeries detrimental to the publick, were diftinguiftied in
the fame manner; that their fellow-fubjeäs might becautioned not to be
too eafy in giving credit to them. Were fuch a method put in praftice,
this Metropolis would be llrangely checquered; fome entire parifhes
would be in mourning, and feveral ftreets darkned from one end to the
other.

But I have given my thoughts in two preoeding papers, both on the In¬
ventars and the believers of thefe publick fallhoods and calumnies,and Ihall
here fpeak of that contempt with which they are and ought to be recei-
ved by thofe in high ftations, at whom they are levelled. Any perfon
indeed, who is zealous for promoting the interell of his country, muß
conquer all that tendernefs and delicacv which may make him afraid of
being ill fpoken of; or his endeavours will oftenproduceno lefs uneafineft
to himfelf, than benefit to the publick.?Ämonga people who indulge them-
felves inthe utmott freedoms of thought and fpeech,a man muft either be <
infignificant, or able to bear an undeferved reproach. § A true Patriot may
comfort himfelf under the attacks of falihood and obloquy, from fevera!
fflotivesand refleäions.
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In the firft place he fhould confider, that the chief of his antagonifts

are generally aäed by a fpirit of envy ; which would not rife againlt him,
if it were not provoked by his defert . A Statefman, who is poffeil of
real merit , fhould look upon his political cenfurers with the fame negleft^
that a good writer regards his Criticks ; who are generally a race of men
that are not able to difcover the beauties of a work they examine, and
deny that approbation to others, which they never met with themfelves,
Patriots therefore fliould rather rejoyce in the fuccefs of their honeft de-
jfigns, than be mortified by thofe who mifreprefent them.

They fhould likewife confider, that not only envy, but vanity has a
fhare in the detraction of their adverfaries. Such afperfions therefore do
them honour at the fame time that they are intended to lefTen their repu-
tation . They fhould refleft , That thofe who endeavour to ftir up the
multitude againft them, do it to be thought confiderable ; and not a lit-
tle applaud themfelves in a talent that can raife clamours out of nothing,
and throw a ferment among the people, by murmurs or complaints, which
they know in their own hearts are altogether groundlefs. There is a
pleafant inftance of this nature reeorded at length in the firfl book of the
Annais ofTacitus . When a great part of the Roman legions were in a
difpofition to mutiny, an impudent varlet, who was a private Centinel,
being mounted upon the fhoulders of his Fellow-foldiers, and refolved to
try the power of his eloquenee, addreffed himfelf to the army, in all the
poftures of an Orator , after the following manner : Tou have given li-
berty to thefe miferable men, faid he, (pointing to fome criminals whom
they had refcued ) but which ofyou can reflore life to my brother ? Who
can give me back my brother ? He was murdered no longer ago than laß
night, by the hands of thofe ruffians, who are entertained by the General
to btitcher the j>oor Soldiery. Teil me, Blaefus, (for that was the name
of the General , who was then fittiug on the Tribunal ) teil me, where
haß thou caß his dead body? An' enemy does not grudge the Rites of bu-
rial . When I have tired my felfwith kifßng his cold corJ>s, and weep-
ing over it , order me to beßain upon it . AllI ask of my fellow -foldiers,
fiuce we boih die in their caufe, is, that they would lay me in the fame
grave wilh my brother. The whole army was in anuproar at this moving
fpeech, and refolved to do the fpeaker juftice, when, upon enquiry, they
round that he ;;ever had a brother in his life ; and that he had llirred up
the fedition only to fhew his parts.

Publick Mipifters would likewife do well to confider, that the princi-
pal Authors of fuch reproaches as are caft upon them, are thofe who have
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a mind to get their places : and as for a cenfure arifing from this motive,
it is in their power to efcape it when they pleafe, and turn it upon their
competitors. Malecontents of an inferiour charafter are afted by the
fame principle ; for fo long as there are employments of all fizes, there
will be murmurers of all degrees. I have heard of a Country -gentleman,
who made a very long and melancholy complaint to the late Duke of
Buckingham, when he was in great power at Court , of feveral publick
grievances. The Duke , after having given him a very patient hearing,
My dear friend , fays he, this ir but too true ; but I have thought of an ex*
pdient which will fet all things rights and that very foon. His country
friend asked him, what it was. Tou muß know, fays the Duke , there 's a
place of five hundred pounds a year fallen this very morning, which I in-
tend to put you in pojfeffion of The Gentleman thanked his Grace , went
away fatisfied, and thought the nation the happieft under Heaven , dü-
ring that whole Miniftry.

But farther , every man in a publiek ßation ought to confider, that
when there arc two different parties in a nation, they will fee things in
different lights. An aftion , however conducive to the good of their coun¬
try, will be reprefented by the artful and appear to the ignorant as pre-
judicial to it . Since I have here, according to the ufual liberty of EfTay-
writers, rambled into feveral ftories, I mall fetch one to my prefent pur-
pofe out of the Terßan hiftory. We there read of a virtuous young
Emperor, who was very much afflifted to find his aäions mifconftrued
and defamed by a party among his fubje&s that favoured another intereft.
As he was one day fitting among the Minifters of his T>ivm ^ and amu- '
fing himfelf after the Eaflern manner, with the folution of difEcult Pro¬
blems and iEnigma 's, he propofed to them in his turn the following one.
What is the tree that bears three hundred andßxty five leaves, which are
allblack 07i the one fide, and white on the otber ? His Grand Vizier im-
mediately replied, it was the year which confilted of three hundred and
fixty five days and nights : But Sir , fays he, permit me at the fame time
to take notice, that thefe leaves reprefentyour acJions, which carry diffe¬
rent faces to your friends and enemies, and will always appear black tö
thofe who are refolved only to look npon the wrong fide of them.

A virtuous man therefore who lays out his endeavours for the good of
his country , fliould never be troubled ac the repons which are mäde of
him, fo long as he is confcious of his own integrity . He £hou!d rather
bepleafcd to find people defcanting lipon his aclions, becaufe when they
are thoroughly canvafTed and examined, they are fure in the end to turn

to
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to his honour and advantage. The reafonable and unprejudiced part of
mankind will be of his Tide, and rejoyce to fee their common interefl
lodged in fach honett hands. A Qn& examination oF a great man's cha-
rafter, is like the jrial of a fufpefted chaftity, which was rnade, ampn^
the Jews by the waters of jealoufy. Mo/es aflures us that the criminal
burit upon the drinkirig of them; but ff flie was accufed wrongfully, the
Rabbinsteil us, they heightened her charms, and made her much more
amiable than before: fo that they deftroyed the guilty, but beautified the
innocent. •■-........-—.......- - .......-■■
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EVery Englißomanwill be a good fubjeft to King George-, in Propor¬
tion as he is a good Englißoman, and alover of the conftitution of
his.co .un.try. In order to awaken in my Readers the love of this

their conftitution, it may be necelTary to fet forth its fuperior excellency
to that form of government, which many wicked and ignorant men have
of late years endeavoured to introduce among us. I Ihall not therefore
think it improper to take notice from time to time of any particular aä
of power, exerted by thofe among whom the Pretender to his Ma-
jefty's-Crown has been educated; which would prove fatal to this nation,
fliouldk he conquered and governed by a perlbn, who, in all probabi-
lity, would put in practice the politicks in which, he has been fo long
inftrufted.

There has been nothing more obfervable in the reign of his prefent
Gallick Majetty, than the method he has taken for fupplying his Exche-
•quer with a neceflary fum of mony. The ways and means for raifing it
has been an edicl, or a command in writing figned by himfelf, to encreafe
the value of Louis cTOrsfrom fourteen to fixteen Livres, by vertue of
a new ftamp which fhall be ftruck upon them. As this method will bring
all the gold of the kingdom into his hands, it is provided by the fame
fedijä that they mall be payed-out again to the people at twenty Livres

each:
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