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« having fet'a mark upon them, fhall deliver out to them, on or after the
 firft of September aforefaid, their refpedtive fums, taking only four
wpence for our felf for fuch his mark on every fourteen penny pieces
« which from henceforth fhall pafs in payment for eighteen pence, and
« o in proportion for the reft. By this method, the money of this na-
« tion will be more by one third than it is at prefent; and we fhall
« content our felves with not quite one fifth part of the current cafh of
« our loving fubje&ts ; which will but barely futhice to clear the intereft
« of thofe fums in which we ftand indebted to our moit dear brother
« and ancient ally. We are glad of this opportunity of fhewing fuch
« an inftance of our goodnefs to our {ubjefts, by this our Royal ediét,
« which fhall be read in every parith Church of Greas-Britain, imme-
« diately after the celebration of high Mals. For fuch is our Pleafure.

N° 19. Friday, February 24

Pulchrum eft bene facere reipublice 5 etiam bene dicere haud
abfurdum eff. Sall,

T has been ufual thefe many years for writers, who have approved

the fcheme of government which has taken place, to explain to the

people the reafonablenefs of thofe principles which have prevailed,
and to juftify the conduét of thofe, who aét in conformity to fuch prin-
ciples. It therefore happens well for the party which is undermoft, when
a work of this nature falls into the hands of thofe who content themfelves
to attack their principles, without expofing their perfons, or fingling out
any particular objeéts for fatyr and ridicule. This manner of proceed-
ing is no inconfiderable piece of merit in writers, who are often more
influenced by a defire of fame, than a regard to the publick good; and
who, by this means, lofe many fair opportunities of fhewing their own
wit, or of gratifying the ill-nature of their Readers.

When a man thinks a party engaged in fuch meafures as tend to the
ruin of his country, it is certainly a very laudable and virtuous a&ion in
him to make war after this manner upon the whole body.  But as feveral
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cafuifts are of opinion, that in a battel you fhould difcharge upon the grofs
of the enemy, without levelling your piece at any particular perfon ; fo
in this kind of combat alfo, I cannot think it fair to aim at any one map,
and make his character the mark of your hoftilities. There is now to be
{een in the caltle of Milan, a cannon-bullet, infcribed, This ro the Ma.
refthal de Crequi, which was the very ball that fthot him. An Author
who points his fatyr at a great man, isto be looked upon in the fame
view with the engineer who fignalized himfelf by this ungenerous pra-
ctice.

But as the fpirit of the #7higs and Tories thews itfelf, upon every oc-
cafion, to be very widely difterent from one another ; fo is it particy-
larly vilible in the writings of this kind, which have been publifhed by
each party. ‘The latter may, indeed, aflign one reafon to juftify them-
felves in this praftice; that, having nothing of any manner of weight to
offer againft the principles of their antagonifts, if they fpeak at all, it
muit be againft their perfons. 'When they cannot refute an adverfary, the
fhorteft way is to libel him; and to endeavour at the making his perfon
odious, when they cannot reprefent his notions as abfurd.

The Examiner was a paper, in the laft reign, which was the favourite-
work of the party. It was uthered into the world by a Letter from a
Secretary of State, fetting forth the great genius of the Author, the ufe-
fulnefs of his defign, and the mighty confequences that were to be ex-
pected from it. It is faid to have been written by thofe among them
whom they looked upon as their moft celebrated Wits and Politicians
and was difperfed into all quarters of the nation with great induftry and
expence. Who would "not have expetted, that at leaft the rules of de-
cency and candour would be obferved in fuch a performance ? but in-
ftead of this, you faw all the great men, who had done eminent fervices
to their country but a few years before, draughted out one by one, and
baited in their turns. No fanétity of charalter, or privilege of fex, ex-
empted perfons from this barbarous ufage. Several of our Prelates were
the ftandigg marks of publick raillery, and many Ladies of the firft qua-
lity branded by name for matters of fa&, which as they were falle, were
not heeded, and if they had been true, were innocent. The dead them-
felves were not fpared. And here I cannot forbear taking notice of a
kind of wit which has lately grown into fathion among the Verfifiers,
Epigrammatifts, and other Authors, who think it fufficient to diftinguifh
themfelves by their zeal for what they call the High-Church, while they
fport with the moft tremendous parts of revealed religion. Every one
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has feen Epigrams upon the deceafed Fathers of our Church, where the
whole thought has turned upon hell-fire. Patriots, who ought to be re-
membered with honour by their pofterity, have been introduced as {pea-
kers in a ftate of torments. There is' fomething dreadful even in repeat-
ing thele execrable pieces of wit, which no man who really believes
another life, can perufe without fear and trembling. It is aftonifhing to
fee Readers who call themfelves Chriftians, applauding fuch diabolical
mirth, and feeming to rejoyce in the doom which is pronounced againft
their enemies, by fuch abandoned feriblers. A Wit of this kind, may
with great truth be compared to the fool in the Proverds, who plays
with arrows, fire-brands and death, and fays, Am I not in [port ?

I muft, in juitice to the more fober and confiderate of that party, con-
fefs, that many of them were highly {candalized at that perfonal flander
and refleGtion which was flung out fo freely by the libellers of the laft
reign, as well as by thofe profane liberties which have been fince conti-
nued. And as for thofe who are either the authors or admirers of fuch
compofitions, I would have them confider with themfelves, whether the
name of a good Church-man can atone for the want of that charity
which is the moft effential part of Chriftianity. They would likewife do
well to reflect, how, by thefe methods, the poifon has run freely into the
minds of the weak and ignorant ; heightened their rage againft many of
their fellow-fubjeéts ; and almoft divefted them of the common fenti-
ments of humanity.

In the former part of this paper, Ihave hinted that the defign of it is
to oppofe the principles of thofe who are enemies to the prefent govern-
ment, and the main body of that party who efpoufe thofe principles.
Bur even in fuch general attacks there are certain meafures to be kepr,
which may have a tendency rather to gain, than to irritate thofe who dif-
fer with you in their fentiments. The Exeminer would not allow fuch
as were of a contrary opinion to him, to be either Chriftians or fellow-
fubjefts. - With him they were all Atheifts, Deifls, or Apoftates, and a
feparate common-wealth among themfelves, that ought either to be ex-
tirpated, or, when he was in a better humour, only to be banifhed out
of their native country. They‘were often put in mind of fome approach-
ing execution, and therefore all of them advifed to prepare themfelves
for it, as men who had then nothing to take care of, but how to die de-
cently. In fhort, the Examiner {feemed to make no diftinétion between
conquett and deftru@ion.
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The condu& of this work has hitherto been regulated by different
views, and fhall continue to be fo; unlefs the party it has to deal with,
draw upon themfelves another kind of treatment. For if they fhall per-
fift in pointing their batteries again{t particular perfons, there are no laws
of war, that forbid the making of reprifals. In the mean time, this un-
dertaking fhall be managed with that generous fpirit which was fo re- .
markable among the Romans, who did not fubdue a country in order to
put the inhabitants to fire and {fword, but to incorporate them into their
own community, and make them happy in the fame government with
themfelves.

N°20.  Monday, February 27.

Prrvatus illis cenfus erat brevis,
Commune magnum ----—--- Hor.

T is very unlucky for thofe who make it their bufinefs to raife popu-
I lar murmurs and difcontents againft his Majefty’s government, that
they find fo very few and fo very improper occafions for them.
To fhew how hard they are fet in this particular, there are feveral, who
for want of other materials, are forced to reprefent the bill which has
paffed this Seflion, for laying an additional tax of two fhillings in the
pound upon Land, as a kind of grievance upon the fubje@. If this be a
matter of complaint, it ought in juftice to fall upon thofe who have made
it neceflary. Had there been no rebellion, there would have been no
increafe of the Land-tax ; fo that in proportion as a man declares his aver-
fion to'the one, he ought to teftifie his abhorrence of the other. Butit
is very remarkable that thofe, who would perfuade the people that they
are aggrieved by this additional burthen, are the very perfons who endea-
your, in their ordinary converfation, to extenuate the heinoufnefs of the
rebellion, and who exprefs the greateft tendernefs for the perfons of the
rebels. They fhew a particular indulgence for that unnatural infurreétion
which has drawn this load upon us, and are angry at the means which
were nccellary for fupprefling it. There needs no clearer proof of the
{pint
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