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N ° 23. Friday> March 9. *

Ulis ira modum fupra eßy et fape venenum
Morfibus tnfpirant.—------ Virg.

IN the warsof Europewhich were waged among our forefathers, it was
ufual for the enemy, when there was a King in the field, to demand
by a trumpet in what part of the camp he refided, that they might

avoid firing upon the royal pavillion. Our party-contefts in EnglandwerG
heretofore managed with the fame kind of decency and good-breeding.
The perfon of the Prince was always looked upon as facred; and what-
ever fevere ufage his friends or minifters met with, none prefumed to di-
reft their hoftilities at their Sovereign. The enemies of our prefent fet-
tlement are of fuch a coarfe kind of make, and fo equally void of loyalty
and good manners, that they are grown fcurrilous upon the Royal fami-"
ly, and treat the moft exalted charafters with the moft opprobrious lan-
guage.

This petulance in converfation is particularly obferved to prevail
among fome of that fex where it appears the moft unbecoming and the
moft unnatural. Many of thefe adl with the greater licentioufnefs, becaufe
they know they can acl with the greater impunity. This confideration,
indeed, engages the moft generous and well-bred even of our fhe male-
contents, to make no ill ufe of the indulgence of our law-givers; and
to difcover in their debates at leaft the delicacy of the woman, if not the
duty of the fubjedl. But it is generally remarked, that every one of them
who isafiirew in domeftick life, isnow becomea fcold in politicks. And as
for thofe of the party, who are of a fuperior rank and unblemilhed vir-
tue, it muft be a melancholy refleäion for them to confider that all the
common women of the town are of their fide; for which reafon they
ought to prefervea more than ordinary modefty in their fatyrical excur-
fions, that their characters may not be liable to fufpicion,

ff
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If there is not fome method found out for allaying thefe heats and ani-

mofities among the fair fex, one does not know to what outrages they
raay proceed . I remember a hero in Scarron>who finding himfelf oppo-
fed by a mixed mukitude of both fexes with a great deal of virulent lan-
gaage , after having brought them to a fubmiiiion, gave order (to keep
them from doing farther mifchief) that the men fhould be difarmed of
their clubs, and that the women fhould have their nails pared . We are
not yet reduced to the neceffity of applying fuch violent remedies ; but
as we daily receive accounts of Ladies batteling it on both fides, and that
thofe who appear againfl the conftitution make war upon their antago-
niits by many unfair praftices and unwarrantable methods , I think it is
very convenient there lhould be a cartel fettled between them. If they
have not yet agreed upon any thing of this nature among themfelves, I
would propofe to them the following plan, in which I have sketched out
feveral rules fuited to the politeft fex in one of the moft civilized nations.

r pH AT in every political reneounter between woman and woman, no
weapon Ihall be made ufe of but the tongue.

That in the courfe of the engagement, if either of the combatants, find¬
ing her felf hard prell by her adverfary, fhall proceed to perfonal refle-

-ftions or difcovery of fecrets, they Ihall be parted by the ftanders by.
That when both fides are drawn up in a füll affembly, it Ihall not belawful for above five of them to talk at the fame time.
That if any ihall detraft from a Ladies charafter , (unlefs ftie be abfent)

the faid detraftrefs fhall be forthwith ordered to the loweft place of theroom.
That none prefume to fpeak difrefpeftfully of his Majefty, or any of

the Royal family, on pain of three hours filence.
That none be permitted to talk fpightfully of the Court , unlefs they

can produce vouchers that they have been there.
That the making ufe of news which goes about in whifper, unlefs the

Author be produced , or the faft well attefled , fhall be deemed fighting
with white powder , and contrary to the laws of war.

That any one who produces libels or lampoons, fhall be regarded in
the fame manner as one who fhoots with poifoned bullets.

That when a Lady is throughly convinced of the falfhood of any fto-
ry fhe has related, fhe fhall give her parole not to teil it for a certaintruth that winter.

That
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That vvhen any matter of doubt arifes, which cannot otherwife be de-

cided, Appeal ihall be made to a Toait , if there be any fu.cn in the Com¬
pany.

That no Coquette , notwithflanding fhe can do it with a good air,
fliall be allovved to ligh for the danger of the Church , or to fliiver at the
apprehenüons of Fanaticifm.

That when a vvoman has talked an hour and a half, it fliall be lawfui
to call her down to order.

As this civil difcord among the Sifterhood of Great Britatn is likelv
toengage them in a long and lingring war, confillingaltogether of drawn
batreis, it is the more necelfary that there ftiould be a Cartel fettled among
them. Befides, as our Englißo Ladies are at prefent the greateft Statef-
women in Europe, they will be in danger of making themfelves the raolt
unamiable part of their fex, if they conrinue to give a loofe to intempe-
rate language, and to a low kind of ribaldry, which is not ufed among
the women of fafhion in any other country.

Difcretion and good-nature have been always looked upon as the di-
ftinguifhing Ornaments of Female converfation . The woman, whofe
pice is above rubies, has no particular in the charadter given of her by
the wife man, more endearing , than that ßoe openeth her mouth with wif-
dom, and in her tongue is the law ofkindnefs . ßelides , every fierce She-
zealot fliould coniider , that however any of the other fex may feem to
applaud her as a parciian, there is none of them who would not be afraid
ofaflbciating himielf with her in any of the more private relations of life.

I fliall only add, that there is no talent fo pernicious as eloquence, to
thofe who have it not under command .* For which reafon, women who
are fo liberally gifted by nature in this particular , ought to ftudy, with
the greateft application, the rules of female oratory, delivered in that ex-
cellent Treatife , entituled The government of the tongue. Häd that Au-
thor forefeen the polkical ferment which is now raifed among the fex,
he would probably have made his book larger by fome chapters than it is
at prefent : But what is wanting in that work , may I hope, in fome mea-
fure, be fupplyed by the above-written Cartel.

Vol . IV. K k k Monday
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