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N° 24. Monday, March 12.

Bellum tmportunum, ctves, cum gente deorum,
InviBtfque virts gertüs ----------- Virg.

APhyfician makes ufe ofvarious methods for the recovery of fick
perfons; and though forne of them are painful, and all of them
difagreeable, his patients are never angry at him, becaufe they

know he has nothing in view befides the reftoring of them to a good ftate
of health. I am forced to treat the difaffe&ed part of his Majefty's fub-
jecls in the fame manner, and may therefore reafonably expecl: the fame
returns ofgood-will. Ipropofe nothing to my felf but their happinefsas
the end of all my endeavours; and am forced to adapt different reme-
dies to thofe different conftitutions, which are to be found in fuch a di-
ftempered multitude. Some of them can fee the unreafonable, and forne of
them the ridiculous fide of wrong principles, and, according to the diffe¬
rent frame of their minds, rejecl: an opinion as it carries in it either the
appearance of wickednefs, or of danger, or of folly.

I have endeavoured to expofe in thefe feveral lights the notions and
praftices of thofe who are enemies to our prefent eftablifliment. But
thereis a fet of arguments, whichI have not yet touched upon, and which
often fucceed, when all others fail. There are many who will not quita
projefr, though they find it pernieious, or abfurd: but will readily defift
from it, when they are convinced it is impradicable. An attempt to
fubvert the prefent Government is, God be thanked, of this nature. I
Ihall therefore apply the confiderations of this paper rather to the difcre-
tion than the virtue cf our malecontents, who ßiould aft in the prefent
junfture of affairs like experienced gamefters, that throw up their cards
when they know the game is in the enemies hand, without giving them-
felves any unneceflary vexation in playing it out.

Inthereign of our two lall Brittßo Sovereigns, thofe who did not favour
their intereft might be ungenerous enough to aft upon the profpeft of a
change, coniidering the precarious condition of their health, and their

want
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want of hTue to fucceed them. But at prefent we enjoy a King of a
long-lived family, who is in the vigour of his age, and bleft with a nume-
rous progeny. To this we may add his remarkable fteadinefs in adhering
to thofe fchemes which he has formed upon the matureft deliberation,
and that fubmiffive deference of his Royal Highnefs both from duty and
inclination to all the meafures of his Royal Father. Nor muft we omit
that perfonal valour fo peculiar to his Majefty and his illuftrious houfe,
which would be fufficient to vanquiih, as we find it aftually deters, both
his foreign and domeftiek enemies.

This great Prince is fupported by the whole Protestant interefl of
Eurofe, and ftrengthened with a long ränge of alliances that reach from
one end of the continent to the other. He has a great and powerful
King for his fon-in-law ; and can himfelf command, when he pleafes, the
whole ftrength of an Eleftorate in the empire. Such a combination of
Soveraigns puts one in mind of the apparition of gods which difcouraged
Mneasfrom oppoling the Will of heaven. When his eyes were cleared
of that mortal cloud which hung upon them, he faw the feveral celeftial
Deities afting in a confederacy againft him, and immediately gave up a
caufe which was excluded from all poflibility of fuecefs.

But it is the greateft happinefs, as well as the greateft pleafure of our
Soveraign, that his chief ftrength lies in his own kingdoms. Both the
branches of our legiflature efpoufe his caufe and interefl:with a becoming
duty and zeal. The moft confiderable and wealthy of his fubjecls are
convinced, that the profperity of our Soveraign and his people are infe-
parable: and we are very well fatisfied, that his Majefty, if the neceflity
of affairs fliould require it, might find, among the moft dutiful of his
fubje&s, men celebrated for their military charafters, above any of the
age in which they live. There is no queftion but his Majefty will be as
generally valued and beloved in his Brittfl) as he is in his Germandomi-
nions, when he mall have time to make his Royal virtues equally known
among us. In the mean while we have the fatisfacüon to find, that his
enemies have been only able to make ill impreffions upon the low and
ignorant rabble of the nation ; and to put the dregs of the people into a
ferment.

We have already feen how poor and contemptible a force has been
raifed by thofe who have dared to appear openly againft his Majefty, and
how they were headed and encouraged by men whofe fenfe of their
guilt made them defperate in forming fo rafh an enterprize, and difpirited
in the execution of it. But we have not yet feen that ftrength which
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would be exerted in the defence of his Majeßy , the Proteftant religion,.
and the Britijh liberties, were the danger great enongh to require it.
Should the King be reduced to the necelTity of fetting up the Royal Stan¬
dard , how many thoufands would ränge themfelves under it !. whn a.
concourfe would there be of Nobles and Patriots ! we fhould fee men of
another fpirit than what has appeared among the enemies to our country,
and fuch as would out-fhine the rebellious part of their fellow-fubjedls as
much in their gallantry as in their caufe.

I fhall not fo much fufpect the underftandings of our adverfaries, as
to think it neceffary to enforce thefe confiderations, by putting them in
mind of that fidelity and allegianee which is fo vifible in his Majefty's.
fleet and army, or of many other particulars which, in all human proba-
bility, will perpetuate our prefent form of government , and which may
be fuggefted to them by their own private thoughts.

The party , indeed, that is oppofite to our prefent happy fettlement,
feem to be driven out of the hopes of all human methods for carrying on
their caufe, and are therefore reduced to the poor comfort of prodigies
and old women's fables. They begin to fee armies in the clouds, when
all upon the earth have forfaken them. Nay, I have been lately ßiewn
a written prophecy that is handed among them with great fecrecy, by
which it appears their chief reliance at prefent is upon a Chefloiremilier
who was bor;n with two thumbs upon one hand.

I have addrefled this whole paper to the.defpair of our malecontents,
not with a defign to aggravate the pain of it, but to ufe it as a means of
making them happy. Let them ferioufly confider the vexation and dif-
quietude of mind that they are treafuring up for themfelves, by flxuggling
with a power which will be always too hard for them ; and by Convert¬
ing his Majefty's reign into their own misfortune, which every impartial
man mult look upon as the greateft blefiing to his country . Let them
cxtinguim thofe paffions, which can only imbitter their lives to them, and
deprive them of their Ihare in the happinefs of the Community. They
mav conclude that his Majefty, in fpite of any oppofition they can form
againft him, will maintain his juft authority over them ; and whatever un-
ealinefs they may give themfelves, they can create none in him, excepting
only becaufe they prevent him from exerting equally his natural goodnefs
and benevolence to every fubjecl in his dominions,
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